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Things to do in Bruges

Landmarks & Monuments

Bruges' skyline is defined by soaring Gothic towers and medieval structures that have survived over 500 years. These
architectural marvels showcase the city's Golden Age prosperity and remain remarkably preserved.

Must See Book Ahead

Belfry of Bruges (Belfort)
1-1.5 hours Book Ahead

Map

The iconic 83-meter medieval bell tower dominates Bruges' Market Square and serves as the city's most recognizable symbol.
Dating from the 13th century, this UNESCO World Heritage monument features 366 steps leading to spectacular panoramic views. The
carillon of 47 bells chimes every 15 minutes, with concerts hourly. At the top, visitors experience breathtaking 360-degree vistas of
the entire historic center and surrounding Flemish countryside. Pro tip: Book tickets online to avoid queues, especially during peak
season.

Must See

Markt (Market Square)
30 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

The heart of Bruges, this magnificent car-free medieval square is surrounded by colorful guild houses with stepped gables, the
Provincial Palace, and the towering Belfry. The square has been the city's commercial and social center since the 10th century. Today
it hosts markets, festivals, and the famous Christmas market. The space buzzes with horse-drawn carriages, outdoor cafés, and street
performers. Best visited: Early morning for photos without crowds, or evening when illuminated.

Top Pick

Burg Square
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

This intimate historic square showcases architectural styles spanning seven centuries, from Romanesque to Baroque. The
square features the ornate Gothic Town Hall with its intricate facade, the Basilica of the Holy Blood, and the Old Civil Registry building.
Once the political heart of medieval Bruges, it remains one of Europe's most beautiful public squares. The Christmas tree here during
winter is particularly enchanting.
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Top Pick Book Ahead

Historium Bruges
1-1.5 hours Book Ahead

Map

Bruges' most visited attraction offers an immersive journey back to the medieval Golden Age through cutting-edge technology.
The experience combines storytelling, films, special effects, and Virtual Reality to recreate 15th-century Bruges. Visitors follow the tale
of a young apprentice seeking his beloved while witnessing the bustling medieval city. The tower offers excellent views with the Belfry
in the background. Perfect for: Families and those wanting historical context before exploring.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Book Belfry tickets online to skip long queues, especially summer and weekends
Visit Market Square early morning (before 9am) for the best photos without crowds
Combine the Historium visit with your first day in Bruges for historical context
The Belfry bells are loudest at the top - prepare for the hourly concert!
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Museums & Galleries

Bruges houses world-class collections spanning medieval Flemish Primitives to contemporary art. The city's museums
preserve priceless masterpieces and offer deep insights into Burgundian culture, religious art, and local history.

Must See

Church of Our Lady Museum (O.L.V.-kerk Museum)
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Home to Michelangelo's Madonna and Child, the only Michelangelo sculpture to leave Italy during his lifetime. This Gothic
masterpiece church features the world's second-highest brick tower at 115.5 meters. The museum contains the ornate mausoleums of
Charles the Bold and his daughter Mary of Burgundy, Bernard van Orley's Passion triptych, and numerous Flemish art treasures. The
white Carrara marble Madonna is the most visited artwork in Bruges.

Top Pick

Groeninge Museum
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The city's premier fine arts museum showcases six centuries of Flemish and Belgian art. The collection features masterpieces
by Jan van Eyck, Hans Memling, and other Flemish Primitives, alongside Renaissance and modern works. Highlights include van Eyck's
portraits and the hauntingly beautiful medieval religious paintings. The museum brilliantly contextualizes Bruges' artistic heritage from
the Golden Age to present day. Art lovers: Allow 2-3 hours to fully appreciate the collection.

Notable

Gruuthuse Museum
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Housed in a 15th-century patrician palace, this museum immerses visitors in the luxurious lifestyle of Burgundian nobility. The
renovated museum displays tapestries, furniture, musical instruments, and decorative arts spanning five centuries. The palace itself is
an architectural marvel with its private chapel overlooking the Church of Our Lady. The collection provides unique insights into daily
life during Bruges' Golden Age.

Notable

Choco-Story Chocolate Museum
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Discover Belgium's 500-year chocolate history from Mayan origins to modern praline craftsmanship. This interactive museum
features live chocolate-making demonstrations, tastings, and the chance to create your own chocolates. Learn about cocoa cultivation,
the arrival of chocolate in Europe, and Belgium's role in developing pralines. The museum shop offers exclusive handmade chocolates.
Sweet bonus: Daily demonstrations show master chocolatiers at work.
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Notable

St. John's Hospital Museum (Sint-Janshospitaal)
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

One of Europe's oldest surviving hospital buildings (founded 1188) now houses Hans Memling's masterpieces and medical history
exhibits. The museum showcases medieval healthcare with 'hospitality' as its central theme. Memling's Shrine of St. Ursula and
Madonna with Child are extraordinary examples of Flemish Primitive art. The historic wards, pharmacy, and chapel provide fascinating
glimpses into medieval medical practice and care for pilgrims.

Optional

Diamond Museum
45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Located in the heart of Bruges, this museum explores Belgium's diamond industry and craftsmanship. Features include daily
diamond polishing demonstrations showing the intricate art of cutting and polishing. Learn about diamond formation, grading, and the
history of Antwerp's diamond trade. The museum combines education with sparkle, offering insights into one of Belgium's most
prestigious industries. Highlight: Watch skilled artisans demonstrate traditional diamond polishing techniques.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Purchase the Musea Brugge Card for 3 consecutive days - includes 11 museums and pays for itself after 3 visits
The Groeninge Museum offers free audio tours via their website
Visit museums during weekday mornings to avoid crowds
Church of Our Lady has a free section; museum entrance fee is for chancel access
Most museums close by 5pm - plan accordingly
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Religious Sites

Bruges' churches and religious monuments reflect the city's deep spiritual heritage and artistic patronage. These sacred
spaces house priceless artworks and offer moments of tranquility amid the bustling tourist center.

Top Pick

Basilica of the Holy Blood
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

This remarkable church features two contrasting chapels - the austere Romanesque lower chapel (St. Basil's) and the ornately
decorated Gothic upper chapel. The basilica houses a venerated relic: a vial believed to contain Christ's blood, brought from Jerusalem
during the Crusades. Daily at 2-4pm, visitors can participate in the Veneration of the Holy Blood ceremony. The small museum
displays religious art and precious altar vessels. The basilica represents one of Christianity's most important pilgrimage sites.

Top Pick

The Princely Beguinage Ten Wijngaarde
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A UNESCO World Heritage tranquil oasis founded in 1245 as a community for religious laywomen. This walled complex features
whitewashed houses surrounding a peaceful courtyard with ancient trees. Today Benedictine nuns maintain this serene sanctuary. The
small museum in the beguinage church depicts the beguines' lifestyle. The spring daffodils create a stunning carpet of yellow blooms.
Atmosphere: One of Bruges' most peaceful and photogenic spots, offering respite from busy tourist areas.

Notable

St. Saviour's Cathedral (Sint-Salvatorskathedraal)
45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Bruges' oldest parish church and principal cathedral showcases impressive Gothic and Romanesque architecture. The cathedral
houses significant artworks including paintings by Dieric Bouts, Hugo van der Goes, and Jan van Eyck. The attached museum contains
tapestries, paintings, and religious artifacts spanning centuries. The cathedral's organ and choir stalls are masterpieces of medieval
craftsmanship. Special: Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve draws large crowds.

Optional

Church of Our Lady of the Pottery (O.L.V.-ter-Potterie)
45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

This 13th-century Gothic church and hospice offers a quieter alternative to the city center's crowded attractions. The museum
chronicles Bruges' history of care and healing, with original hospital wards preserved. Beautiful stained glass, baroque altarpieces, and
religious art fill the interior. The attached almshouse and garden provide a glimpse into medieval charitable institutions. Hidden gem:
Often overlooked but worth visiting for its peaceful atmosphere and rich history.

Tips for Religious Sites

Dress modestly when visiting churches - shoulders and knees should be covered
Most churches offer free entry; museums within churches charge admission
Arrive at Basilica of the Holy Blood before 2pm to participate in the veneration ceremony
The Beguinage is most beautiful in early spring when daffodils bloom
Maintain silence and respect in active places of worship

mycitytravelguide.com
Bruges Travel Guide · Belgium



Squares & Streets

Bruges' cobblestone squares and medieval streets form the canvas of this living museum. Each plaza tells stories of
medieval commerce, Burgundian power, and centuries of daily life.

Must See

Rozenhoedkaai (Rosary Quay)
15-30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

The most photographed spot in Bruges, this picturesque canal corner offers iconic views of medieval buildings reflected in still
water with the Belfry towering behind. The name comes from the rosary sellers who once worked here. The perfectly preserved 15th-
century architecture creates a postcard-perfect scene that embodies Bruges' romantic character. Photography tip: Visit at sunrise or
blue hour for the best light without crowds.

Notable

Simon Stevinplein
15-30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A charming rectangular square adjacent to the main shopping street Steenstraat. Named after the 16th-century mathematician
Simon Stevin, the square features symmetrically aligned trees and serves as a peaceful retreat from bustling Market Square. During
Winter Glow, it hosts an intimate Christmas market with artisanal and sustainable goods. Local cafés with terraces provide perfect
people-watching spots. The square bridges historic Bruges with modern shopping areas.

Optional

't Zand Square
15-20 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A spacious modern square featuring the striking sculptural fountain with dancing figures and surrounded by cafés and the iconic
Concertgebouw concert hall. The square serves as a major transportation hub and gathering place. Its open layout contrasts with the
intimate medieval squares nearby. During festivals and events, 't Zand becomes Bruges' celebration center. Notable: The square hosts
part of the Winter Glow festivities and New Year's Eve celebrations.

Tips for Squares & Streets

Rozenhoedkaai is breathtaking at sunrise (6-7am) before tour groups arrive
Explore side streets off main squares for authentic local atmosphere
Market Square hosts regular markets - check schedules for antiques, books, and produce
Evening illumination transforms squares into magical settings - plan sunset visits
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Parks & Gardens

Bruges offers peaceful green spaces that provide respite from cobblestone walking. These parks and gardens showcase
the city's romantic character with swans, willows, and canal-side paths.

Top Pick

Minnewater (Lake of Love)
30 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

A romantic tree-lined lake at the southern edge of the historic center, connected to Bruges' canal network. Legend says couples
who kiss on the bridge will find eternal love. The lake hosts famous white swans - a tradition dating to 1488 when Maximilian of Austria
ordered Bruges to keep swans as punishment. The surrounding Minnewater Park offers peaceful walking paths, weeping willows, and
the historic Poertoren tower. Winter special: Site of the Winter Glow ice skating rink.

Optional

Koning Albert I Park
20-30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A lovely English-style garden near the train station featuring mature trees, flowerbeds, and peaceful benches. The park provides a
green introduction to Bruges for arriving visitors. Well-maintained paths wind through the landscaped grounds, making it ideal for a
relaxing stroll or picnic. Less touristy than central locations, it offers local atmosphere and seasonal beauty. Spring brings colorful
blooms while autumn showcases golden foliage.

Optional

Arentshof & Groeninge
15-20 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

An intimate secluded garden oasis tucked between the Church of Our Lady and Groeninge Museum. This hidden gem features
classical architecture, a picturesque pump marked S.P.Q.B. (Senatus Populusque Brugensis), and a graceful swan. The shaded
courtyard offers peaceful respite and excellent photo opportunities. The Hof Arents building adds Renaissance elegance. Secret spot:
Few tourists discover this tranquil corner despite its central location.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Minnewater is magical at sunset when swans gather
Bring bread for swans (though feeding is discouraged by some)
Parks offer free benches for resting tired feet after cobblestone walking
Spring (April-May) showcases best seasonal blooms
These areas perfect for picnics with local chocolate and pastries
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Tours & Activities

Bruges earned its nickname 'Venice of the North' through its enchanting canal network. Boat tours reveal hidden gardens,
elegant bridges, and architecture from unique water-level perspectives.

Must See

Canal Boat Tours
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Essential Bruges experience offering 30-minute guided cruises through the medieval canal network. Multiple departure points
throughout the city operate from March to November. Boats glide past secret gardens, under stone bridges, and along brick buildings
that haven't changed in centuries. Guides share historical anecdotes and architectural insights. The water perspective reveals details
invisible from streets. Pro tip: Take tours at 10am opening to avoid queues and crowded boats; spring and autumn offer best lighting.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Waffle-Making & Beer Tasting Workshops
1.5 hours Book Ahead

Hands-on culinary experience combining two Belgian icons. Learn authentic Belgian waffle preparation using beer-infused batter,
then bake your own waffles with unlimited toppings (chocolate, fruits, whipped cream, speculoos). The 1.5-hour workshop includes
tasting three Belgian beers with expert commentary on brewing traditions. Hosts share cultural stories and local history. Venues:
Waffles 'n Beer and other providers offer similar experiences throughout the city center. Family-friendly with non-alcoholic options
available.

Top Pick Book Ahead

De Halve Maan Brewery Tour
1 hour Book Ahead

Tour Bruges' only remaining operational family brewery dating to 1856. The 45-minute guided tour explores traditional brewing
methods, the history of Belgian beer culture, and unique underground pipeline transporting beer to suburbs. Visitors learn about
Brugse Zot, the brewery's flagship blonde ale. Tours conclude with beer tastings on the sunny terrace or in the historic beer hall.
Highlight: Rooftop access offers spectacular city views (weather permitting).

Top Pick Book Ahead

Free Walking Tours
2-2.5 hours Book Ahead

Excellent introduction to Bruges offered by local guides sharing city history, architecture, and insider tips. These 2-hour tours
cover major attractions while revealing hidden corners. Guides explain medieval commerce, Burgundian heritage, and modern Belgian
culture through entertaining stories. Tours operate tip-based, allowing flexible budgeting. Best practice: Book walking tours on arrival
day to orient yourself and gather restaurant recommendations.
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Notable

Chocolate-Making Workshops
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Become a chocolatier for an afternoon learning tempering techniques and creating Belgian pralines and truffles from scratch.
Expert instructors teach the art of chocolate craftsmanship while participants make their own confections to take home. Some
workshops pair chocolate-making with beer tastings. Popular venues include Belgian Chocolate Workshop and various chocolate
shops. Sweet experience: Combines learning, tasting, and souvenirs in one delicious activity.

Notable

Brewery Bourgogne des Flandres Tour
1 hour Book Ahead

Explore this historic brewery offering tastings of their signature Bourgogne des Flandres beer. The brewery combines traditional
Flemish brewing with modern techniques. Tours include the brewing process, fermentation cellars, and conclude with generous
tastings. The canal-side location adds scenic charm. Less crowded than De Halve Maan, offering more intimate experiences. Beer
enthusiasts: Known for unique sour brown ale blends.

Notable

Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides
30 minutes No Booking Needed

A romantic way to explore Bruges clip-clopping through medieval streets, across charming bridges, and past historic monuments.
Carriages depart from Market Square (or Burg Square on market days) for 30-minute narrated tours. Drivers share historical insights
and city legends. Midway stops at the Beguinage allow photo opportunities. Romance level: Maximum. Perfect for proposals,
anniversaries, or fairytale experiences. Reserve ahead during busy seasons.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Canal tours close during winter (roughly November-February) due to freezing
Morning tours (10-11am) offer best lighting and fewer crowds
Bring light jacket even in summer - breezes on water can be cool
Photography enthusiasts: sit at boat ends for unobstructed views
Multiple departure points exist - choose one near your current location
Tours cost approximately €10-13 per person

Book food workshops 2-3 days ahead, especially weekends and holidays
Brewery tours require advance booking - check websites for English tour times
Walking tours meet at Market Square - arrive 10 minutes early
Horse carriages cost €50-60 for 30 minutes (per carriage, not per person)
Most workshops include all materials and tastings - arrive hungry!

mycitytravelguide.com
Bruges Travel Guide · Belgium



Day Trips & Excursions

Bruges' central location makes it an ideal base for exploring Flanders and beyond. Medieval towns, coastal beaches, and
historic battlefields lie within easy reach.

Must See

Ghent
Full day No Booking Needed

Map

Belgium's vibrant medieval university city just 30 minutes by train from Bruges. Ghent offers a grittier, more lived-in alternative
with fewer tourists. Must-sees include Gravensteen Castle, St. Bavo's Cathedral housing the Ghent Altarpiece (Van Eyck's
masterpiece), Graslei canal-side architecture, and buzzing student nightlife. The city seamlessly blends medieval grandeur with
contemporary energy. Perfect for: Those seeking authentic Flemish city life beyond tourist circuits.

Top Pick

Belgian Coast: Ostend & Knokke
Half to full day No Booking Needed

Map

The North Sea coastline offers sandy beaches, seafood restaurants, and seaside promenades just 15-20 minutes by train. Ostend
features the longest tram line in the world (67km coastal route), James Ensor's house museum, and fresh fish markets. Knokke-Heist
attracts upscale visitors with luxury boutiques and contemporary art. Summer brings beach culture; winter offers dramatic seascapes
and fresh air. Tip: Try Oostendse vissoep (Ostend fish soup) at beachfront restaurants.

Top Pick

Brussels
Full day No Booking Needed

Map

Belgium's capital sits one hour by train from Bruges. Brussels offers Grand Place (UNESCO World Heritage), Manneken Pis, Royal
Palace, Atomium, comic book murals, and world-class museums. The city's international character contrasts with Bruges' medieval
intimacy. Food highlight: Brussels is the birthplace of Belgian fries - visit Maison Antoine or Fritland for authentic experience. Excellent
option for combining medieval charm with cosmopolitan culture.
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Notable

Damme
Half day No Booking Needed

Map

A charming medieval village just 7km northeast of Bruges, easily reached by bike along tree-lined canals. This tiny fortified town
features cobblestone streets, historic church tower views, antique bookshops, and peaceful countryside atmosphere. Damme was
once Bruges' outer port before the waterways silted. Bike route: The canal-side path from Bruges offers one of Flanders' most scenic
cycling experiences. Perfect half-day escape from tourist crowds.

Notable

Ypres (Ieper) & WWI Sites
Full day No Booking Needed

Map

A poignant journey through WWI history located 45 minutes from Bruges. Ypres was completely destroyed during the Great War
and meticulously rebuilt. Visit In Flanders Fields Museum, Menin Gate Memorial where Last Post ceremony occurs nightly at 8pm since
1928, and surrounding battlefields including Tyne Cot Cemetery. The preserved trenches and memorials provide moving encounters
with history. Emotional impact: Essential for history enthusiasts and those honoring fallen soldiers.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Belgian trains are efficient and affordable - purchase tickets at station or via SNCB app
Ghent and Brussels easily done as day trips; consider evening returns to maximize time
Rent bikes in Bruges for Damme excursion - flat terrain makes cycling easy
Ostend and coast destinations perfect for good weather days
Ypres Last Post ceremony at Menin Gate is deeply moving - highly recommended
Consider Belgium Rail Pass for multiple day trips - economical option
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Shopping & Markets

Bruges offers distinctive shopping from handmade lace and chocolate to vintage treasures and Belgian design. Markets
and boutiques reveal local craftsmanship and authentic souvenirs.

Top Pick

Chocolate Shops: The Chocolate Line & Dumon
30 minutes per shop No Booking Needed

Map

Artisanal Belgian chocolatiers offering unique handmade pralines. The Chocolate Line, created by 'shock-o-latier' Dominique
Persoone, features avant-garde flavors like bacon, vodka, and Havana cigar. Chocolatier Dumon represents four generations of
chocolate-making tradition with classic Belgian pralines. Both shops offer tastings before purchasing. Souvenir tip: Freshly made
pralines last 2-3 weeks - perfect gifts if traveling soon. Request packaging for air travel.

Notable

Bruges Lace Shops
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Authentic Bruges bobbin lace represents centuries-old Flemish craftsmanship. Several shops sell genuine handmade lace alongside
machine-made alternatives (at different price points). Watch lacemakers demonstrate traditional techniques at some locations. Items
range from bookmarks to tablecloths. Authentication: Ask for certificates of authenticity for expensive pieces. The Lace Centre on
Balstraat offers demonstrations and workshops for those wanting hands-on experience.

Notable

Saturday Market at 't Zand
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Bruges' main outdoor weekly market transforms 't Zand Square every Saturday morning. Vendors sell fresh produce, cheeses,
seafood, flowers, clothing, and household items. The market provides authentic local atmosphere away from tourist shops. Sample
Belgian cheeses, buy fresh stroopwafels, and browse seasonal offerings. Local experience: Arrive by 10am for best selection and
authentic Flemish market culture.

Notable

Beer Shops: 2be & Bottle Shop
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Specialized Belgian beer retailers offering hundreds of varieties from abbey ales to lambics. Knowledgeable staff provide
recommendations based on taste preferences. Many beers unavailable outside Belgium make excellent gifts. Shops package bottles
securely for travel. Pro tip: Buy beer glasses alongside bottles - Belgian beers traditionally served in brewery-specific glassware that
enhances flavor and presentation.
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Optional

Flea Market & Antiques on Dijver
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

A charming weekend market along scenic Dijver canal offering antiques, vintage items, books, postcards, and curiosities. Browse
through Belgian memorabilia, old lace, vintage posters, and collectibles. The canal-side setting makes browsing particularly pleasant.
Treasure hunting: Great place to find unique Bruges-themed souvenirs and Belgian vintage items at negotiable prices.

Tips for Shopping & Markets

Most chocolate shops offer free samples - taste before buying expensive boxes
Genuine handmade lace is expensive (€50+ for small items) - beware of cheap imports
Markets operate morning hours - arrive before noon for best selection
Credit cards accepted in most shops, but markets prefer cash
Steenstraat and surrounding streets offer mainstream shopping brands
Pack beer carefully in checked luggage with bubble wrap

mycitytravelguide.com
Bruges Travel Guide · Belgium



Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Bruges, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4★).

Must See

That's Toast★★★★★ 4.8 (4,848)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

That's Toast is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.8★ from 4848 reviews. Located at Dweersstraat 4, 8000 Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Tuesday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Thursday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Saturday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Must See

L'Aperovino Wine & Tasty Tapas★★★★★ 4.8 (96)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

L'Aperovino Wine & Tasty Tapas is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.8★ from 96 reviews. Located at Academiestraat 2,
8000 Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Ama Tibetan Restaurant★★★★★ 4.8 (619)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Ama Tibetan Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.8★ from 619 reviews. Located at Langestraat 94, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 6:00 – 10:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 6:00 – 10:00 PM

Must See

Restaurant Goesepitte 43★★★★★ 4.8 (265)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Restaurant Goesepitte 43 is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.8★ from 265 reviews. Located at Goezeputstraat 43, 8000
Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

ONE Restaurant★★★★★ 4.7 (1,128)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

ONE Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 1128 reviews. Located at Arsenaalstraat 55, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
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Must See

ONSLOW★★★★★ 4.7 (373)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

ONSLOW is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 373 reviews. Located at Jeruzalemstraat 53, 8000 Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Tuesday: 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Wednesday: 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Assiette Blanche★★★★★ 4.7 (353)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Assiette Blanche is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 353 reviews. Located at Philipstockstraat 23, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 9:00 PM

Must See

Le Chef et Moi★★★★★ 4.7 (355)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Le Chef et Moi is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 355 reviews. Located at Dijver 13, 8000 Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Zet'joe★★★★★ 4.7 (309)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Zet'joe is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 309 reviews. Located at Langestraat 11, 8000 Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Au Petit Grand BV★★★★★ 4.7 (604)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Au Petit Grand BV is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 604 reviews. Located at Philipstockstraat 18, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 5:30 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 5:30 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 5:30 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 5:30 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 5:30 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Le Mystique★★★★★ 4.7 (349)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Le Mystique is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 349 reviews. Located at Niklaas Desparsstraat 11, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Tuesday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Wednesday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Thursday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Saturday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Sunday: 6:30 – 8:00 PM
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Must See

Lion Belge - Brugge★★★★★ 4.7 (711)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Lion Belge - Brugge is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.7★ from 711 reviews. Located at Langestraat 123, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM, 5:30 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 11:30 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:30 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 11:30 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:30 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 11:30 AM – 8:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

De Gastro★★★★★ 4.6 (3,371)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

De Gastro is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.6★ from 3371 reviews. Located at Braambergstraat 6, 8000 Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM

Must See

De Stove★★★★★ 4.6 (472)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

De Stove is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.6★ from 472 reviews. Located at Kleine Sint-Amandsstraat 4, 8000 Brugge,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: Closed
Friday: Closed
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
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Must See

Mozart Restaurant Brugge★★★★★ 4.6 (3,448)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Mozart Restaurant Brugge is a highly-rated restaurant in Bruges, rated 4.6★ from 3448 reviews. Located at Sint-Jakobsstraat 9, 8000
Brugge, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:30 – 10:30 PM
Tuesday: 5:30 – 10:30 PM
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 5:30 – 10:30 PM
Friday: 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Saturday: 5:30 – 11:30 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 5:30 – 10:30 PM

Practical Information

Seasonal Guide to Bruges

Spring (March-May): Ideal visiting season with moderate temperatures (10-18°C), blooming flowers at the Beguinage,
fewer crowds than summer, and Easter festivities. The Procession of the Holy Blood occurs in May (Ascension Day).
Occasional rain requires light jacket and umbrella.

Summer (June-August): Peak tourist season with warm weather (18-23°C), longest daylight hours, and outdoor terrace
culture. Expect crowds at major attractions and higher accommodation prices. Canal boat tours operate daily. Book tickets
and accommodations well in advance. Perfect for outdoor festivals and evening canal walks.

Autumn (September-November):  Excellent time to visit with comfortable temperatures (10-18°C), golden foliage,
smaller crowds after school starts, and lower prices. September often has pleasant weather. November can be gray and
rainy but atmospheric.

Winter (December-February):  Magical atmosphere with Christmas markets, Winter Glow festival, ice skating at
Minnewater, and festive illuminations. Cold weather (2-8°C) requires warm clothing. Fewer tourists mean authentic
experiences. Note: Canal boat tours suspended. Highlight: Bruges transforms into a winter wonderland during December,
though accommodations book early for Christmas season.

Weather Considerations

Rain: Possible year-round - pack waterproof jacket and comfortable walking shoes
Peak crowds: July-August, Easter week, Christmas season
Best value: January-February, November (excluding Christmas markets period)
Photography: Spring and autumn offer best natural lighting

Getting to Bruges

By Train: Bruges Station connects to Brussels (1 hour, €15-17), Ghent (25 min), and Amsterdam (3.5 hours). International
travelers typically arrive via Brussels Airport (BRU) then train to Brussels Central/Midi, connecting to Bruges. Trains run
every 30 minutes. Purchase tickets at station machines, ticket counters, or SNCB mobile app.

From Brussels Airport: Take train to Brussels Central, Nord, or Midi stations, then connect to Bruges. Total journey: 1.5-
2 hours. Direct trains available from Brussels Airport to Bruges (check schedule). Taxi to Bruges costs €200+, not
recommended.
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By Car: Not recommended for city center due to limited parking and pedestrian zones. If driving, use Park & Ride facilities
on city outskirts (€2.50/day) with free shuttle to center, or parking garages (€15-25/day). City center is compact and
walkable.

Getting Around Bruges

Walking: Best way to explore - historic center is compact (1.5km diameter) and car-free. Cobblestones require
comfortable footwear. Most attractions within 15-minute walk of Market Square.

Bicycle: Popular option with flat terrain and dedicated bike lanes. Rental shops throughout city (€10-15/day). Perfect for
reaching outer attractions or Damme excursion. Note: Walking bikes required in crowded tourist areas.

Buses: De Lijn city buses connect train station to center (Lines 1, 11, 16) and outer neighborhoods. €3 single ticket, €8
day pass. Buses run 6am-8pm. Center is walkable, so buses rarely necessary for tourists.

Taxis: Available at train station and Market Square. Expensive for short trips within walkable city center. Useful for late-
night returns or luggage transport.

From Train Station to Center:  20-minute walk south along tree-lined path, or bus (€3), or taxi (€8-10). Walking route
scenic and straightforward - follow signs toward 'Centrum'.

City Tourist Pass Options

Musea Brugge Card: €30 for 3 consecutive days, covers 11 city museums including Groeninge, Gruuthuse,
Church of Our Lady museum
Bruges City Card: Various durations available, includes museums and discounts on attractions
Many attractions require online pre-booking - check official websites

✈️ Airport Transfer

Brussels Airport (BRU) to city center:

Train + transfer: Direct train from Brussels Airport to Bruges takes about 1 hour 10 minutes, around €18 one-way
Airport shuttle bus: Direct coach service to Bruges city center runs several times daily in about 1 hour 15
minutes, roughly €25 one-way
Private transfer: Pre-booked private car or minivan to Bruges takes about 1 hour, typically €120-150 for up to 4
passengers
Taxi: Metered taxi from the airport to Bruges takes about 1 hour, costing approximately €160-200

What to Buy in Bruges

Belgian Chocolate: The quintessential Bruges souvenir. Purchase from artisanal chocolatiers like The Chocolate Line,
Dumon, Sukerbuyc, or Pralinette for handmade pralines. Prices: €30-60/kg for quality chocolates. Fresh pralines last 2-3
weeks. Avoid tourist trap shops selling mass-produced varieties.

Bruges Lace: Authentic handmade bobbin lace represents centuries of craftsmanship. Genuine pieces expensive (€50-
300+) but unique. Small items: bookmarks (€10-25), handkerchiefs (€40-80). Request authentication certificates for
expensive purchases. Lace Centre offers authentic pieces.

Belgian Beer: Hundreds of varieties unavailable internationally. Purchase from specialized beer shops like 2be, Bottle
Shop, or De Brugs Biertje. Include Trappist ales, abbey beers, lambics, and local Brugse Zot. Prices: €2-10/bottle. Don't
forget brewery-specific glasses (€5-8 each).

Speculoos: Traditional Belgian spiced biscuits, especially popular at Christmas. Available in various forms: cookies,
spread, and gift packages. Lotus brand widely available; seek artisanal versions for gifts.

Jenever (Belgian Gin): Traditional spirit in numerous flavors. Fill Your Own Bottle shop allows custom blending. Excellent
alternative to mainstream souvenirs.

Belgian Waffles Dry Mix: For recreating authentic Belgian waffles at home. Available at supermarkets and specialty
shops with recipes included.
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Shopping Areas

Steenstraat & Geldmuntstraat:  Main shopping streets with international brands, Belgian chains
Walplein & surroundings: Artisan chocolate shops, small boutiques
Dijver: Antique shops, weekend flea market, art galleries
Katelijnestraat: Lace shops, tourist boutiques

Shopping Tips

Shops open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; limited Sunday opening
Credit cards widely accepted; markets prefer cash
Prices fixed in shops - no bargaining except at flea markets
Request VAT refund forms for purchases over €50 (non-EU residents)
Pack chocolates and beer carefully for air travel - consider special travel packaging

Annual Festivals & Events

Procession of the Holy Blood (Ascension Day - May):  Bruges' most important religious festival dating to 1291,
occurring 40 days after Easter (typically May). Thousands of participants in medieval costumes reenact biblical scenes in
spectacular procession. The venerated relic of Christ's blood parades through streets. Entire city participates in this
UNESCO-recognized event. Arrive early for good viewing spots along route.

Cactus Festival (July): Three-day music festival in Minnewater Park featuring rock, indie, and electronic acts. Intimate
atmosphere with international and Belgian artists. Pre-booking essential as it sells out.

Reiefeest (Triennial in August - next: 2027):  Spectacular water-based festival occurring every three years. Open-air
theater performances, concerts, and art installations along canals. Medieval markets, historical reenactments, and special
canal illuminations transform the city. One of Flanders' largest cultural celebrations.

Bruges Beer Festival (February):  Annual celebration of Belgian brewing culture featuring 80+ breweries, hundreds of
beer varieties, tastings, brewery tours, and food pairings. Held at massive venue outside center. Beer enthusiasts'
paradise.

Christmas Markets & Winter Glow (Late November - Early January):  Bruges transforms into winter wonderland
with Christmas markets at Market Square and Simon Stevinplein, ice skating rink at Minnewater Lake, light installations,
festive music, and mulled wine (glühwein) stands. The Winter Glow light festival features illuminated artworks throughout
the city. Peak romantic season.

Snow & Ice Sculpture Festival (November-January, weather permitting):  Station Square hosts impressive ice
sculptures and winter attractions when conditions allow.

Belgian National Holidays

New Year's Day: January 1 - Most attractions closed
Easter Monday: Moveable - Many businesses closed
Labour Day: May 1 - National holiday
Ascension Day: 40 days after Easter - Holy Blood Procession
Whit Monday: 50 days after Easter
Belgian National Day: July 21 - Flags and celebrations
Assumption: August 15
All Saints' Day: November 1
Armistice Day: November 11 - WWI remembrance
Christmas: December 25-26 - Most attractions closed

Note: Major attractions often closed on national holidays - plan accordingly and book accommodations early for festival
periods.
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5 Detailed Day-by-Day Sample Itineraries

Day 1: Medieval Bruges Highlights

Morning (9:00-12:30):

9:00 - Start at Market Square, admire guild houses and Provincial Palace
9:15 - Climb Belfry (pre-booked tickets) for panoramic views - arrive early to avoid crowds
10:30 - Visit Basilica of the Holy Blood in Burg Square, see the sacred relic
11:00 - Explore Burg Square architecture, photograph Town Hall's Gothic facade
11:30 - Canal boat tour from nearby departure point (30 minutes)
12:15 - Lunch at Burg Square café or explore streets toward Church of Our Lady

Afternoon (13:30-17:00):

13:30 - Visit Church of Our Lady to see Michelangelo's Madonna and Child sculpture
14:30 - Explore Groeninge Museum for Flemish Primitives art collection
16:00 - Stroll through Arentshof garden for peaceful break
16:30 - Walk to Rozenhoedkaai for iconic canal photographs

Evening (17:30-21:00):

17:30 - Visit Beguinage for tranquil courtyard atmosphere as day tourists depart
18:00 - Walk to Minnewater (Lake of Love) for sunset with swans
19:00 - Dinner in historic center - try Belgian specialties: carbonade flamande, moules-frites
20:30 - Evening walk through illuminated Market Square and quiet side streets

Day 2: Art, Chocolate & Belgian Culture

Morning (9:30-12:30):

9:30 - Visit St. John's Hospital Museum for Hans Memling masterpieces and medieval medical history
11:00 - Tour Choco-Story Chocolate Museum  with live demonstrations and tastings
12:00 - Chocolate shopping at nearby artisan chocolatiers: The Chocolate Line for avant-garde flavors or Dumon
for traditional pralines

Afternoon (13:00-17:30):

13:00 - Lunch at local bistro
14:30 - Participate in Waffle-Making & Beer Tasting Workshop  at Waffles 'n Beer (pre-booked, 1.5 hours)
16:30 - Browse lace shops on Katelijnestraat, watch demonstrations at Lace Centre
17:00 - Visit Diamond Museum for polishing demonstrations

Evening (18:00-21:30):

18:00 - Tour De Halve Maan Brewery (pre-booked) with rooftop views and beer tasting
19:30 - Dinner at traditional Flemish restaurant
21:00 - Sample Belgian beers at historic beer café like De Garre or 't Brugs Beertje

Day 3: Hidden Gems & Local Life

Morning (8:30-12:30):

8:30 - Early visit to Rozenhoedkaai for crowd-free photography in morning light
9:00 - Explore St. Salvator's Cathedral and its museum
10:00 - Visit Gruuthuse Museum to experience 15th-century palace life
11:30 - Wander through quiet neighborhood streets north of center: St. Gilles area
12:00 - If Saturday: Browse 't Zand Market for local produce, cheeses, and street food

Afternoon (13:30-17:30):
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13:30 - Lunch in local neighborhood away from tourist crowds
14:30 - Rent bicycle and ride to Damme village (7km) along scenic canal path
15:30 - Explore Damme: church tower, bookshops, peaceful squares
16:30 - Cycle back to Bruges through countryside
17:30 - Return bikes, rest at hotel

Evening (19:00-22:00):

19:00 - Dinner at upscale restaurant like Den Gouden Harynck or De Karmeliet
21:00 - Horse-drawn carriage ride through illuminated medieval streets (pre-booked)
22:00 - Final evening walk through atmospheric cobblestone lanes

Day 4: Day Trip to Ghent

Morning (8:00-12:30):

8:00 - Train to Ghent from Bruges Station (25 minutes, €9)
9:00 - Visit St. Bavo's Cathedral to see Van Eyck's Ghent Altarpiece (pre-book time slot)
10:30 - Explore Gravensteen Castle, medieval fortress with torture museum and rampart views
12:00 - Walk along Graslei and Korenlei canal sides, photograph guild houses

Afternoon (13:00-17:30):

13:00 - Lunch at Ghent restaurant (try waterzooi, local specialty)
14:30 - Visit STAM City Museum or Museum of Fine Arts (MSK)
16:00 - Explore Patershol neighborhood medieval streets
16:30 - Climb Belfry of Ghent for city views
17:30 - Return train to Bruges

Evening (19:00-21:30):

19:00 - Relaxed dinner in Bruges
20:30 - Evening stroll through Market Square and grab final Belgian chocolates

Day 5: Relaxation & Final Discoveries

Morning (9:00-12:30):

9:00 - Leisurely breakfast at hotel or café
10:00 - Visit any missed attractions from earlier days
11:00 - Explore Church of Our Lady of the Pottery  in quieter northern district
12:00 - Final chocolate shopping, gifts, and souvenirs

Afternoon (13:30-17:00):

13:30 - Lunch at favorite discovered restaurant
15:00 - Relax at Minnewater Park, feed swans, enjoy peaceful atmosphere
16:00 - Visit Concertgebouw if interested in architecture or catch afternoon concert
16:30 - Last-minute shopping for Belgian beer at specialized shops

Evening (18:00-21:00):

18:00 - Sunset at favorite canal spot for final photos
19:00 - Farewell dinner - choose between traditional Flemish or fine dining
21:00 - Final evening walk, absorb Bruges' magical atmosphere one last time

Itinerary Customization Tips:

Adjust timing based on season - summer allows later evening activities
Book all workshops, brewery tours, and popular attractions in advance
Build in flexibility for weather - have indoor backup plans
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Mix major attractions with relaxation to avoid museum fatigue
Allow spontaneous discoveries - Bruges rewards wandering

Best Instagram & Photography Locations with Timing Tips

1. Rozenhoedkaai (Rosary Quay) - THE Iconic Shot

What: The most photographed view in Bruges - medieval buildings perfectly reflected in calm canal water with Belfry
towering in background.

Best Time: Sunrise (6:30-7:30am) for golden light and empty quay, or blue hour (30 minutes after sunset) for magical
illumination. Midday brings harsh shadows and crowds.

Location: Corner where Dijver canal meets smaller waterway, near Wollestraat.

Tips: Shoot from low angle to maximize reflections. Bring tripod for blue hour long exposures. Avoid afternoons when tour
groups dominate.

2. Minnewater (Lake of Love) with Swans

What: Romantic tree-lined lake with white swans, medieval bridge, and historic Poertoren tower.

Best Time: Early morning (7-8am) when swans are most active and tourists absent. Autumn offers golden foliage
reflections.

Location: Southern edge of historic center, near Beguinage.

Tips: Shoot from lake's south end looking toward bridge and tower. Spring daffodils add color. Wait for swans to glide into
frame.

3. Market Square - Guild Houses & Belfry

What: Colorful stepped-gable guild houses with soaring Belfry creating classic Bruges composition.

Best Time: Early morning (before 8am) when square is empty, or during blue hour when buildings illuminate. Christmas
markets period offers festive atmosphere.

Location: Center of old town - can't miss it.

Tips: Shoot from northeast corner for best building facades. Use wide-angle lens to capture full square. Evening lighting
enhances facades.

4. Belfry Views from the Top

What: 360-degree panoramic views over Bruges' red rooftops, canals, and surrounding Flemish countryside.

Best Time: Late afternoon for warm golden light across rooftops. Clear weather essential - check forecast.

Location: Top of Belfry after climbing 366 steps (pre-book tickets).

Tips: Bring wide-angle and telephoto lenses. Shoot through viewing windows in all directions. Capture other towers like
Church of Our Lady spire.

5. Canal Bridges - Bonifacius Bridge

What: Small romantic stone bridge (Bonifaciusbrug) with overhanging trees creating dreamy perspective.

Best Time: Spring and summer when foliage is lush. Morning for soft light filtering through leaves.

Location: Near Arentshof, connecting to Groeninge Museum area.
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Tips: Shoot from multiple angles - looking through bridge arch and from bridge looking down canal. Creates fairytale
atmosphere.

6. Groenerei Canal Views

What: Perfectly preserved medieval canal houses with colorful shutters reflected in water.

Best Time: Morning for north-facing shots, afternoon for south-facing perspectives. Calm days provide best reflections.

Location: Canal running from Jan van Eyck Square toward center.

Tips: Multiple photogenic spots along this canal. Experiment with different bridge perspectives.

7. Beguinage Courtyard

What: Tranquil whitewashed beguine houses surrounding courtyard with ancient trees and chapel.

Best Time: Spring when daffodils bloom (March-April), creating yellow carpet. Early morning avoids tour groups.

Location: Begijnhof, southern historic center near Minnewater.

Tips: Respect quiet atmosphere - this is active religious community. Wide-angle captures full courtyard. Detail shots of
white facades and doorways.

8. Burg Square's Town Hall

What: Ornate Gothic Town Hall facade with intricate sculptures and architectural details.

Best Time: Mid-morning when sun illuminates facade but shadows aren't too harsh.

Location: Burg Square, adjacent to Market Square.

Tips: Shoot architectural details with telephoto lens. Wide-angle for full square including Basilica of Holy Blood.

9. Canal Boat Perspective

What: Unique water-level views of bridges, overhanging gardens, and canal houses.

Best Time: First tours of morning (10am) for best light and fewer boats. Avoid midday harsh shadows.

Location: Canal boat tour - any departure point.

Tips: Sit at boat front or back for unobstructed views. Use fast shutter speed for moving boat. Capture bridge passages
and unique water perspectives.

10. Side Streets & Hidden Corners

What: Cobblestone lanes, quiet canals, and secret courtyards away from main tourist routes.

Best Time: Anytime - fewer tourists. Golden hour enhances texture of stone and brick.

Location: Explore north and east of Market Square: St. Gilles district, streets around O.L.V.-ter-Potterie.

Tips: Wander without agenda. Look for architectural details, doorways, window boxes. These shots capture authentic
Bruges atmosphere.

General Photography Tips for Bruges:

Weather: Overcast days create soft, even lighting perfect for architecture. Rain adds atmosphere and reflections.
Golden Hour: Warm light enhances red bricks and medieval character - shoot 1 hour before sunset
Blue Hour: 30 minutes after sunset when sky is deep blue and buildings illuminate - magical time
Equipment: Wide-angle (16-35mm) for squares and canals; 50mm for street scenes; telephoto (70-200mm) for
architectural details and Belfry views
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Crowds: Arrive early everywhere. Major spots swarm with tourists 10am-5pm
Seasons: Winter's bare trees allow better architecture views; Spring's flowers add color; Summer's green foliage
creates lush scenes; Autumn's golden tones enhance medieval character
Respect: Be mindful photographing in churches and Beguinage. Some areas prohibit tripods.

Electricity & Adapters

Voltage: 230V at 50Hz - standard throughout Belgium and European Union.

Plug Types: Belgium uses Type E plugs (two round pins with female earth contact). Type C plugs (two round pins
without earth) also compatible and widely work in Belgian sockets.

For Travelers:

UK visitors: Need adapter for three-pin UK plugs (Type G) - UK devices work with adapter as they support 230V
US/Canada visitors: Need adapter AND possibly voltage converter. Most modern electronics (phones, laptops,
cameras) support 110-240V (check device label) and only need plug adapter. Hair dryers, straighteners, and older
appliances may require voltage converter or you should purchase dual-voltage versions.
European visitors: German, French, Italian plugs (Type C) work directly or with simple Type C to Type E adapter

Where to Buy Adapters: Available at Brussels Airport, Bruges train station shops, electronics stores, and most hotels
(often for loan/rental). Purchase before travel for best prices and selection.

USB Charging: Most hotels provide USB charging points or adapters. Bring portable USB charger for day exploration as
you'll be taking many photos.

Pro Tips:

Universal travel adapters with multiple plug types most versatile option
Check device labels - if it says "INPUT: 100-240V" you only need plug adapter
Belgian sockets sometimes tight - gentle force may be needed
Some older buildings have limited outlets - bring power strip if traveling with multiple devices

Must-Try Belgian Dishes & Dining Tips

Essential Belgian Specialties

Moules-Frites (Mussels & Fries):  Belgium's iconic dish - steaming pot of mussels in white wine, garlic, and cream
sauce served with crispy golden fries. Best eaten September-April when mussels are in season. Portions are huge - often
1kg of mussels per serving. Where to try: De Stove, Den Dyver, or any traditional brasserie.

Carbonade Flamande (Flemish Beef Stew):  Rich, hearty beef stew slow-cooked in Belgian dark beer with onions,
served with fries or bread. The beer creates complex, slightly sweet flavor. Perfect comfort food for cold days. Traditional
Flemish cooking at its finest.

Waterzooi: Creamy chicken or fish stew with vegetables in broth enriched with cream and egg yolks. Originally from
Ghent but available throughout Flanders. Lighter than carbonade but equally flavorful. Chicken version most traditional.

Stoemp: Mashed potatoes mixed with vegetables (often carrots, leeks, or Brussels sprouts) served with sausages or
bacon. Classic Belgian comfort food found in traditional restaurants and homes.

Gentse Stoverij: Similar to carbonade but specific to Ghent region - beef and onions in beer with mustard and vinegar.
Richer and more complex than carbonade flamande.

Belgian Fries (Frieten/Frites)

Why Belgian Fries Are Superior:  Double-fried in beef fat (traditionally) - first at lower temperature, then second fry at
high heat creating crispy exterior and fluffy interior. Thicker cut than typical French fries.
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Sauces: Belgians serve fries with mayonnaise (different from American mayo - richer and more flavorful), andalouse
(mayo with tomato), samurai (spicy), pickles (tartare), or numerous other options. Never ketchup as primary sauce!

Where: Friteries (fry shops/stands) throughout city. Look for long queues of locals - sign of quality.

Chocolate

Belgian Pralines: Filled chocolates (not to be confused with French pralines which are different). Shells of tempered
chocolate filled with ganache, cream, nuts, or fruit. Belgian chocolatiers invented pralines in 1912. Fresh pralines last 2-3
weeks.

Top Chocolatiers in Bruges:

The Chocolate Line: Innovative flavors by Dominique Persoone including bacon, wasabi, Havana cigar
Dumon: Four generations of traditional Belgian praline craftsmanship
Sukerbuyc: Artisanal chocolatier with creative combinations
Pralinette: Small family shop with excellent traditional pralines

Avoid: Tourist trap shops selling machine-made mass-produced chocolates. Look for small batch artisans.

Belgian Waffles

Two Types:

Brussels Waffles (Gaufres de Bruxelles):  Light, rectangular, crispy with deep pockets. Often topped with
whipped cream, chocolate, strawberries. Street food version.
Liège Waffles (Gaufres de Liège):  Denser, sweeter, round/oval with pearl sugar creating caramelized coating.
Eaten plain as snack. More traditional and beloved by locals.

Best: Fresh from waffle stands throughout city center. Avoid pre-made waffles sitting in displays.

Belgian Beer

Beer Culture: Belgium produces over 1,500 different beers. Beer is serious business with specific glasses for each brew,
proper serving temperatures, and food pairings.

Major Styles to Try:

Trappist Ales: Brewed by monks in abbeys. Only 6 Belgian Trappist breweries exist (Westvleteren, Chimay, Orval,
Rochefort, Westmalle, Achel). Strong, complex flavors. Westvleteren XII considered world's best beer.
Abbey Beers: Brewed in abbey style but not by monks. Leffe, Grimbergen popular examples.
Lambic: Spontaneously fermented sour beers. Gueuze (blend of lambics), Kriek (cherry), Framboise (raspberry).
Acquired taste but uniquely Belgian.
Witbier (White Beer): Hoegaarden most famous - cloudy wheat beer with coriander and orange peel. Refreshing,
light.
Brugse Zot: Local Bruges blonde and dubbel ales from De Halve Maan brewery. Must-try for Bruges visitors.
Strong Ales: Duvel (8.5%), Delirium Tremens (8.5%), and others pack serious punch. Sip slowly!

Beer Cafés:

't Brugs Beertje: 300+ beers, knowledgeable owner, cozy atmosphere
De Garre: Hidden down alley, famous for house Tripel (11.5% - one per customer limit!)
Café Vlissinghe: Bruges' oldest café (1515), authentic local vibe

Cheese

Belgian Cheeses: Often overshadowed by French/Dutch neighbors but Belgium produces excellent varieties. Try Chimay
(Trappist cheese), Herve (pungent), Passendale (mild, creamy), and Brussels cheese.

Where: Saturday market at 't Zand for local cheese vendors, or specialty cheese shops.
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Speculoos

What: Spiced shortcrust biscuits with cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves. Traditionally eaten on St. Nicholas Day but available
year-round. Speculoos spread (Lotus Biscoff) now internationally famous.

Dining Tips

Meal Times: Lunch 12:00-14:00, Dinner 18:00-22:00. Kitchens often close between services.
Reservations: Essential for popular restaurants, especially weekends and holidays. Book 2-3 days ahead.
Tipping: Service included in bill (15% legally required). Round up or add €2-5 for good service. Not expected to tip
20% like US.
Water: Tap water safe but restaurants expect you to order bottled water (€3-6). Asking for tap water acceptable
but may receive eye-rolls.
Portions: Belgian portions generous. Moules-frites particularly huge. One dish often sufficient for moderate
appetites.
Tourist Traps: Avoid restaurants with photo menus, aggressive touts, or locations directly on Market Square.
Walk 2-3 streets away for better value and quality.
Price Ranges: Budget meal €10-15, Mid-range €20-35, Fine dining €50-100+

Restaurant Recommendations by Category

Traditional Flemish:

De Stove: Intimate family-run restaurant, excellent carbonade and seafood
Den Dyver: Upscale Flemish cuisine, beer-pairing menus
Bistro Bruut: Modern take on Belgian classics, seasonal menu

Fine Dining:

De Karmeliet: Three Michelin stars (recently downgraded to two but still excellent), Belgian haute cuisine
Den Gouden Harynck: Michelin-starred, refined Flemish flavors
Sans Cravate: Creative contemporary cuisine, relaxed fine dining

Casual & Budget-Friendly:

Park Restaurant: Popular with locals, good value traditional food
Tom's Diner: Burgers, ribs, casual atmosphere
Friteries: Multiple fry stands for authentic cheap Belgian fries

Cafés & Light Meals:

Café Vlissinghe: Historic café, light meals, beer selection
The Vintage: Brunch, sandwiches, relaxed vibe
Leonidas: Chocolate shop with light lunch options

Pro tip: Explore streets like Langestraat, Predikherenstraat, and areas north of Market Square for restaurants favored by
locals over tourists.

Tourist Passes

Musea Brugge Card

The official museum pass providing access to 11 city-managed museums for €30 (valid 3 consecutive days from first
use). Included museums: Groeninge Museum, Gruuthuse Museum, Church of Our Lady Museum, St. John's Hospital,
Archaeology Museum, Folk Museum, Arentshuis, Belfry, Town Hall, Sint-Salvator Cathedral Treasury, and O.L.V.-ter-
Potterie. The pass pays for itself after visiting 3-4 museums. Purchase online via museabrugge.be or at participating
museums. Major exclusion: Does not include Basilica of the Holy Blood, Historium, or private museums like Choco-Story.

www.museabrugge.be
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Bruges City Card

Comprehensive tourist pass available in 24h (€52), 48h (€62), and 72h (€72)  durations. Benefits include: Free entry to
major museums and attractions, canal boat tour, chocolate tastings, brewery visits, and public transportation. Additional
discounts on restaurants, shops, bike rentals, and entertainment. The card provides convenience and value for intensive
sightseeing schedules. Purchase online at visitbruges.be or tourist information offices. Best for: First-time visitors
planning to see many attractions in short timeframe. Calculate if included attractions match your interests before
purchasing.

www.visitbruges.be

Belgian Rail Pass

For travelers planning multiple day trips from Bruges, the Rail Pass offers economical train travel. Purchase 10 single
journeys for €89 (2nd class) or €141 (1st class), valid one year and shareable among multiple people. Individual journeys
can be used to any destination in Belgium. Perfect for: Visiting Ghent, Brussels, Antwerp, Ostend, Ypres, and other Belgian
cities. Purchase at any train station or via SNCB/NMBS app. Alternatively, consider Go Pass (age 26 and under): 10
journeys for €59.

www.belgiantrain.be

Historium Bruges Combi-Tickets

The Historium offers combination tickets bundling multiple experiences: Historium Story (immersive medieval
experience), Historium Tower (panoramic views), and Virtual Reality Experience (medieval Bruges in VR). Combo tickets
provide 20-30% savings versus individual purchases. Standard admission €16, Tower add-on €5, VR €9, or full combo
€24. Pre-book online at historium.be to skip queues and secure preferred time slots. Recommendation: The full combo
offers best value and complete experience, especially for families.

www.historium.be

Where to Stay in Bruges

Best Areas:

Around Market Square: Ultimate convenience but noisy, expensive, touristy. Many chain hotels and tourist-
oriented accommodations.
South of Center (near Minnewater):  Quieter, romantic, beautiful canal views. Easy walk to attractions. Many
charming B&Bs and boutique hotels.
East of Center: More residential, authentic local life, budget-friendly options. 10-15 minute walk to center.
Near Train Station: Practical for early/late arrivals. 20-minute walk or short bus ride to center. Lower prices.

Accommodation Types:

Luxury Hotels: Converted medieval buildings, canal views, refined service. €250-500+ per night. Examples: Hotel
Heritage, The Pand Hotel, Hotel Dukes' Palace.
Boutique Hotels: Character-filled properties, personalized service, historic buildings. €120-250 per night.
Examples: Hotel Jan Brito, Number 11 Exclusive Guesthouse.
B&Bs: Personal atmosphere, homemade breakfast, local tips from hosts. €80-150 per night. Abundant in
residential areas.
Budget Hotels & Hostels: Clean, basic accommodations. €40-80 per night. Examples: Hostel Lybeer, Snuffel
Hostel, Ibis Budget.
Vacation Rentals: Apartments for families or longer stays. More space and kitchen facilities. €100-300+ per night
depending on size/location.

Booking Tips:
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Book 2-3 months ahead for summer, Christmas markets, and holiday weekends
Prices significantly higher during peak season (June-August, December)
Many B&Bs have 2-night minimum stays, especially weekends
Confirm parking availability if driving - street parking difficult in center
Request quiet rooms if light sleeper - cobblestone streets can be noisy
Some historic buildings lack elevators - verify if mobility concerns

Essential Practical Information

Money & Payments

Currency: Euro (€). Belgium uses €5, €10, €20, €50, €100 notes and 1c, 2c, 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, €1, €2 coins.

ATMs: Widely available throughout Bruges. Most accept international cards. Banks charge €2-4 per withdrawal. Notify
your bank before traveling to avoid card blocks.

Credit Cards: Visa and Mastercard widely accepted. American Express less common. Many small shops, cafés, and
markets prefer cash or have card minimums (€10-15).

Tipping: Service included in bills (15% legally required). Round up or add €2-5 for exceptional service. Not obligatory to
tip 15-20% like US.

Language

Official Language: Dutch (Flemish variant). In Bruges, most tourism professionals speak excellent English. French also
common. Learning basic Dutch phrases appreciated: Dank u wel (thank you), Alstublieft (please), Goedendag (good day).

Safety

Overall: Bruges is very safe with low crime rates. Exercise normal precautions regarding pickpockets in crowded tourist
areas (Market Square, popular attractions). Keep valuables secure, especially during events and markets.

Bicycle Safety: Watch for bicycles in dedicated lanes. Bikes have right-of-way. Don't walk in bike lanes - they're often
separated by color/texture.

Emergency Numbers

112: General emergency (police, ambulance, fire)
101: Police (non-emergency)
100: Medical emergency/ambulance

Health

Pharmacies: Green cross sign, called "apotheek." Rotating schedule ensures one pharmacy always open. Check posted
schedules for "wachtdienst" (duty pharmacy).

Hospitals: AZ Sint-Jan Brugge-Oostende main hospital with emergency services.

EU Citizens: Bring European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) for coverage.

Non-EU Citizens: Ensure travel insurance covers medical emergencies.

Internet & Mobile

WiFi: Available in most hotels, cafés, restaurants. Often requires password - ask staff. Some public squares offer free
WiFi.

EU Citizens: Roaming charges eliminated - use your normal plan.

Non-EU Visitors: Consider purchasing local SIM card (Proximus, Orange, Base) if staying longer. Tourist SIM cards
available at phone shops and train station.
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Drinking Water

Tap Water: Completely safe to drink. High quality. Restaurants typically expect you to order bottled water but tap water
available if requested.

Restrooms

Public Toilets: Limited availability. Most cost €0.50. Use facilities in museums, restaurants, or cafés (purchasing coffee
expected). Major squares sometimes have public WCs.

Opening Hours

Shops: Monday-Saturday 10:00-18:00. Some close for lunch. Limited Sunday opening (usually 14:00-18:00 in
tourist areas)
Restaurants: Lunch 12:00-14:30, Dinner 18:00-22:00. Many close Tuesdays or Wednesdays.
Museums: Most 9:30-17:00. Closed Mondays (except major attractions). Check specific schedules.
Banks: Monday-Friday 9:00-16:00. Closed weekends.

What to Pack

Comfortable walking shoes:  Essential for cobblestones. Avoid heels.
Rain jacket/umbrella: Rain possible any season
Layers: Weather changes quickly, even in summer
Power adapter: Type C/E plugs, 230V
Daypack: For carrying water, purchases, layers
Reusable water bottle: Tap water excellent
Camera: Bruges is endlessly photogenic

Etiquette & Customs

Greetings: Handshake standard. Friends exchange three kisses on cheeks (alternating).
Punctuality: Belgians value being on time. Arrive promptly for reservations.
Dining: Keep hands visible on table (not in lap). Wait for host to begin eating. Finish everything on plate.
Public Behavior: Belgians generally reserved. Loud behavior frowned upon. Keep voices moderate in public
spaces.
Smoking: Prohibited in enclosed public spaces, restaurants, cafés. Designated outdoor areas available.

Sustainable & Responsible Tourism in Bruges

Overtourism Challenges: Bruges faces significant pressure from 8+ million annual visitors in a city of 118,000
residents. The historic center experiences crowding, especially during peak season and cruise ship arrivals.

How to Be a Responsible Visitor

Visit Off-Season: Travel October-March (excluding Christmas) to reduce pressure during peak times
Early & Late Hours: Visit popular attractions at opening or late afternoon when crowds thin
Explore Beyond Center: Discover quieter neighborhoods like St. Gilles, northern districts. Support businesses
outside tourist zones.
Walk or Cycle: Both environmentally friendly and authentic way to experience the city
Support Local: Choose family-run restaurants, independent chocolatiers, local guides over chains
Avoid Cruise Ship Days: Check port schedules - thousands of day-trippers arrive when ships dock
Use Reusable Water Bottle: Tap water excellent quality. Reduce plastic waste.
Book Directly: Reserve accommodations and tours directly with providers when possible
Respect Residents: Keep noise levels moderate, especially evenings. Bruges is a living city, not a theme park.
Stay Overnight: Day-trippers contribute to crowding but minimal economic benefit. Staying 2-3 nights supports
local economy more sustainably.
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City Initiatives

Bruges actively manages tourism through limiting cruise ship arrivals, promoting off-season visits, developing sustainable
transportation, and dispersing visitors to lesser-known attractions. Support these efforts by following guidelines and
visiting responsibly.
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