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Things to do in Brussels

Landmarks & Monuments

Brussels boasts an extraordinary collection of architectural masterpieces that span centuries. The city's landmarks
showcase everything from medieval Gothic splendor to Art Nouveau innovation and contemporary European symbolism.

Must See

Grand Place (Grote Markt)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Grand Place is Brussels' magnificent central square and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Surrounded by opulent guildhalls with
golden facades, the Gothic Town Hall with its soaring 96-meter spire, and the ornate King's House, this square is considered one of the
most beautiful in Europe. The architecture represents a stunning example of 17th-century Baroque and Gothic styles. Every two years
in August, the square is covered with a spectacular flower carpet made from over 500,000 begonias. The square is particularly magical
when illuminated at night, and numerous cafes line its perimeter offering perfect vantage points.

Must See Book Ahead

Atomium
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Map

Built for the 1958 World's Fair, the Atomium is Brussels' most iconic modern landmark. This surrealist structure represents an iron
crystal magnified 165 billion times, standing 102 meters tall with nine interconnected spheres. Visitors can explore six accessible
spheres containing exhibitions about the 1958 Expo, Belgian design, and temporary art installations. The top sphere features a
panoramic restaurant with stunning 360-degree views of Brussels. The building was fully renovated in 2006 with gleaming stainless
steel cladding. At night, the structure is beautifully illuminated, creating a spectacular sight visible from across the city.

Top Pick

Royal Palace of Brussels
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Royal Palace serves as the official palace of the Belgian monarchy, though the royal family doesn't reside here. The current
neoclassical facade dates from the early 20th century and is longer than Buckingham Palace. During summer months (late July to early
September), the palace opens its doors to the public free of charge, allowing visitors to explore the lavish state rooms, including the
stunning Throne Room and the Hall of Mirrors with its remarkable ceiling covered in beetle wing cases by artist Jan Fabre. The palace
faces the beautiful Brussels Park and represents Belgian royal grandeur and constitutional monarchy.
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Notable

Manneken Pis
15 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

This small bronze fountain sculpture of a urinating boy has become Brussels' most beloved symbol. Created by Jérôme Duquesnoy in
1619, Manneken Pis stands just 61 cm tall but draws enormous crowds. The statue has been stolen numerous times throughout
history and has a wardrobe of over 1,000 costumes gifted by dignitaries and organizations worldwide, which he wears on special
occasions. The costumes are displayed at the Brussels City Museum. According to legend, the statue commemorates a small boy who
saved Brussels by urinating on enemy explosives. Don't miss his female counterpart, Jeanneke Pis, and the dog version, Zinneke Pis,
located elsewhere in the city.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit Grand Place at night for stunning illuminated facades and fewer crowds
Book Atomium tickets online  to skip queues, especially during peak season
Check costume schedule for Manneken Pis to see him dressed up
Royal Palace opens only in summer (late July-September) and admission is free
Photography is allowed at most landmarks but be respectful of other visitors
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Museums & Galleries

Brussels hosts world-class museums covering art, history, science, and unique Belgian specialties like comics and
chocolate. The city's museum scene ranges from intimate collections to grand institutions housing masterpieces by
Flemish masters and surrealist artists.

Must See Book Ahead

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Map

This museum complex houses over 20,000 works spanning six centuries of art history. The collection includes four interconnected
museums: the Old Masters Museum (15th-18th century), featuring masterpieces by Bruegel, Rubens, and Van Dyck; the Modern
Museum (19th-20th century); the Fin-de-Siècle Museum, showcasing Art Nouveau and Symbolism; and the Magritte Museum, the
world's largest collection dedicated to the surrealist master René Magritte with over 200 works. The museums occupy a stunning
neoclassical building near the Royal Palace. Audio guides and guided tours help visitors navigate the extensive collections efficiently.

Top Pick

Belgian Comic Strip Center
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Located in a gorgeous Art Nouveau building designed by Victor Horta, the Comic Strip Center celebrates Belgium's extraordinary
contribution to comic art. The museum traces the history of the 'ninth art' from early newspaper strips to contemporary graphic
novels. Permanent exhibitions feature beloved characters like Tintin, The Smurfs, Lucky Luke, and Gaston. Original artwork, sketches,
and interactive displays showcase the creative process. The building itself, with its stunning glass and ironwork, is worth the visit. The
museum also houses a specialized comic book library and gift shop with rare editions. Belgium has produced more comic artists per
capita than any other country.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Horta Museum
1 hour Book Ahead

Map

The former home and studio of Art Nouveau architect Victor Horta is a masterpiece of the style he pioneered. Built between 1898-
1901, every detail from the mosaics and stained glass to the furniture and door handles was designed by Horta himself. The building
showcases his signature use of curved lines, natural light, and iron as a decorative element. The flowing staircase with its skylight is
iconic. The museum offers intimate insight into how the architect lived and worked, with his original furniture, artwork, and personal
objects on display. It's a UNESCO World Heritage Site and essential for architecture enthusiasts.

Notable

Choco-Story Brussels
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Choco-Story takes visitors on a delicious journey through 5,000 years of chocolate history, from ancient Mayan origins to Belgian
praline perfection. Interactive exhibits explain cocoa cultivation, the chocolate-making process, and Belgium's rise as the world's
chocolate capital. Live demonstrations by chocolate masters show traditional praline-making techniques. The museum includes
tastings throughout the tour and a workshop where visitors can create their own Belgian chocolates. The gift shop offers premium
Belgian chocolate brands. Located near the Grand Place, it's perfect for families and chocolate lovers seeking to understand why
Belgian chocolate is renowned worldwide.
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Notable

Parlamentarium
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Parlamentarium is the European Parliament's visitor center and one of Brussels' most engaging free museums. Using cutting-
edge multimedia technology, including 360-degree cinema, interactive displays, and augmented reality, visitors learn how the EU
works, its history, and its impact on daily life. The experience is available in all 24 official EU languages via multimedia guides.
Highlights include a giant interactive map of Europe, a role-playing game where you become a member of parliament, and a cinema
showing the Parliament in action. The modern, spacious facility offers insights into European democracy and decision-making
processes accessible to all ages.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Brussels Card offers free museum entry and public transport - great value for museum lovers
First Wednesday afternoons  many museums offer reduced rates or free entry after 1 PM
Book Horta Museum in advance  as capacity is limited in the historic home
Combine nearby museums - Fine Arts complex can easily take a full day
Audio guides are highly recommended at art museums for context and storytelling
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Religious Sites

Brussels' religious architecture reflects its position at the crossroads of European culture, featuring stunning Gothic
cathedrals, ornate Baroque churches, and unique sacred spaces that showcase centuries of artistic and spiritual heritage.

Top Pick

Cathedral of St. Michael and St. Gudula
45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Brussels' magnificent Gothic cathedral took over 300 years to complete (1226-1500) and serves as the city's principal church. The
twin towers dominate the skyline, while inside, 16 stunning stained glass windows designed by Bernard van Orley depict biblical
scenes with remarkable Renaissance artistry. The cathedral features a Baroque pulpit carved from oak representing Adam and Eve's
expulsion from Paradise, an impressive treasury, and a Romanesque crypt. Royal weddings and state funerals are held here. The
cathedral offers excellent acoustics for classical concerts. Evening visits provide a serene atmosphere with beautiful illumination
highlighting the architecture. Free entry, but donations appreciated.

Notable

Basilica of the Sacred Heart
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Koekelberg is one of the world's largest churches and the fifth-largest church building globally.
This colossal Art Deco structure was begun in 1905 and completed in 1970. The copper-green dome rises 89 meters and offers
breathtaking panoramic views of Brussels accessible via elevator and stairs. The interior features impressive mosaics, marble work,
and modern stained glass. The church hosts concerts, exhibitions, and a small museum about its construction. The rooftop terrace
provides spectacular sunset views. The building represents an interesting departure from traditional church architecture, blending
Byzantine and Art Deco influences in a uniquely Belgian way.

Notable

Notre-Dame du Sablon
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Notre-Dame du Sablon is a stunning late Gothic church (15th-16th century) located in the upscale Sablon district. The church is
renowned for its extraordinary stained glass windows that flood the interior with colored light, creating an ethereal atmosphere. The
Flamboyant Gothic architecture features intricate stonework and elegant proportions. Inside, the Baroque chapel houses a miraculous
statue of Mary that was allegedly brought from Antwerp by boat in 1348. The church regularly hosts classical concerts taking
advantage of its excellent acoustics. The surrounding Sablon Square with its weekend antiques market and chocolate shops makes
this a perfect stop in an elegant neighborhood.

Tips for Religious Sites

Dress modestly when visiting churches - shoulders and knees should be covered
Check concert schedules - many churches host classical music performances in stunning settings
Visit during services for an authentic experience, but be respectful and quiet
Photography is usually allowed but no flash and be discreet during services
Free entry to most churches, but donations are welcomed for maintenance
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Squares & Streets

Brussels' public squares and streets form the vibrant heart of city life, from the incomparable Grand Place to elegant
shopping galleries and lively market squares where locals and visitors mingle.

Top Pick

Place du Grand Sablon
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Grand Sablon is Brussels' most elegant square, located in the upscale Sablon district. The square is surrounded by antique
shops, art galleries, premium chocolate boutiques (Wittamer, Pierre Marcolini), and refined restaurants with terrace seating. Every
weekend, the square hosts a popular antiques and book market dating back to 1960. The Gothic church Notre-Dame du Sablon
overlooks the square. The area comes alive in the evening when cafes and restaurants illuminate their terraces. The fountain in the
center features bronze figures representing medieval guilds. This is where locals come for special occasions and visitors experience
refined Brussels at its best.

Top Pick

Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert
45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

The Galeries Saint-Hubert is a stunning glazed shopping arcade opened in 1847, one of Europe's oldest covered shopping galleries.
The elegant glass-roofed galleries are divided into three sections: Galerie du Roi, Galerie de la Reine, and Galerie des Princes. The
Italian Renaissance-style architecture features a magnificent glass and iron roof flooding boutiques with natural light. Inside you'll find
luxury shops, antiquarian bookstores, the famous Neuhaus chocolate shop (inventors of the praline), elegant cafes, and the historic
Cinéma Galeries art house theater. The galleries maintain their 19th-century glamour and offer a refined shopping experience. Street
performers and classical musicians often perform under the arcade, adding to the atmospheric charm.

Notable

Place Sainte-Catherine
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Place Sainte-Catherine and the surrounding streets form Brussels' former fish market district and remain the best area for seafood
restaurants. The square centers on the Baroque Church of Sainte-Catherine with its distinctive bell tower. The canal that once ran
through here has been filled in, creating a spacious square with trees and terraces. The covered fish market (Marché aux Poissons) still
operates, and restaurants spill onto the square offering fresh seafood from the North Sea. It's particularly lively on summer evenings.
The neighborhood has a authentic, local feel with trendy bars and bistros, away from tourist crowds yet close to the city center.

Optional

Rue des Bouchers
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Rue des Bouchers (Butchers' Street) and the surrounding Îlot Sacré (Sacred Isle) district form Brussels' most concentrated restaurant
area. Narrow cobblestone lanes are lined with restaurants displaying elaborate seafood presentations on ice outside their doors.
Aggressive touts try to lure diners inside, creating an entertaining if somewhat touristy atmosphere. While some restaurants are
tourist traps, others serve excellent Belgian cuisine. The area is most atmospheric in the evening when lights illuminate the medieval
streets. The district connects Grand Place to the Galeries Saint-Hubert. Many restaurants specialize in moules-frites (mussels and
fries), seafood platters, and traditional Belgian fare. Reading reviews and avoiding overly aggressive touts helps ensure a good
experience.

mycitytravelguide.com
Brussels Travel Guide · Belgium



Tips for Squares & Streets

Sablon antiques market operates Saturdays 9am-6pm and Sundays 9am-2pm - arrive early for best selection
Evening visits to squares offer the best atmosphere with illuminated terraces
Reserve restaurants in Place Sainte-Catherine area - they fill up quickly, especially weekends
Galeries Saint-Hubert shops can be pricey but perfect for luxury Belgian products
Be selective on Rue des Bouchers - check reviews and avoid aggressive touts
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Brussels' diverse neighborhoods each offer distinct character and atmosphere, from the trendy bars of Saint-Géry to the
multicultural vibrancy of Matongé and the European Quarter's modern architecture.

Top Pick

Marolles
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Marolles neighborhood is Brussels' most authentic working-class district, centered around the famous daily flea market at Place
du Jeu de Balle. This bohemian quarter retains its Bruxellois character with antique shops, vintage boutiques, traditional cafes, and
working-class pubs where locals speak Brussels' dialect. The area stretches below the Palais de Justice on the hillside. Browse the flea
market for treasures (best early morning), explore quirky shops, and enjoy affordable ethnic restaurants. The neighborhood has an
artistic vibe with galleries and street art. Visit the elevator at the Palais de Justice for spectacular views. Marolles offers a genuine slice
of Brussels life away from tourist polish.

Notable

European Quarter
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The European Quarter (Quartier Européen) is Brussels' modern face, housing EU institutions including the European Parliament,
European Commission, and Council of the European Union. The area features contemporary architecture like the Berlaymont building's
distinctive star-shaped Commission headquarters and the Parliament's modernist structures. Parks like Leopold Park and
Cinquantenaire provide green spaces among the offices. The neighborhood has international restaurants, multilingual bookshops, and
several interesting museums including the House of European History and Parlamentarium. While criticized for soul-less architecture,
it's fascinating to witness the heart of European governance. Free tours of Parliament are available when sessions aren't in progress.

Notable

Ixelles/Elsene
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Ixelles is a cosmopolitan municipality known for its Art Nouveau architecture, multicultural dining, and vibrant student life. The area
includes several distinct sub-neighborhoods: the elegant Avenue Louise shopping district, the trendy Châtelain quarter with its
Wednesday market and organic restaurants, the African quarter of Matongé with Congolese shops and cuisine, and the Flagey square
area with its Art Deco building housing concert halls and Sunday market. Ixelles Ponds offer peaceful walking paths. The neighborhood
attracts young professionals and artists, resulting in excellent restaurants, bars, and cultural venues. It's less touristy but highly
livable, showing modern Brussels at its multicultural best.

Notable

Saint-Géry & Dansaert
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Saint-Géry district and adjacent Rue Antoine Dansaert form Brussels' hippest neighborhood for nightlife and fashion. Place Saint-
Géry's covered market building is surrounded by trendy bars with outdoor terraces that fill nightly with a young, stylish crowd. Rue
Antoine Dansaert is lined with Belgian fashion designers' boutiques, concept stores, and design shops showcasing local creativity. The
area has excellent restaurants ranging from innovative fine dining to casual organic bistros. Former working-class buildings now house
galleries, vintage shops, and creative studios. The neighborhood comes alive after work and stays busy until late. It's the best place to
experience Brussels' contemporary creative scene and nightlife away from tourist areas.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts
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Marolles flea market operates daily 6am-2pm; arrive before 9am for best finds before dealers snatch everything
Saint-Géry is dead during day but transforms into nightlife hub after 7pm, especially Thursday-Saturday
Châtelain market Wednesday afternoons offers excellent organic produce and prepared foods
European Quarter is quiet on weekends when offices close - visit weekdays to see it in action
Combine neighborhoods - Sablon, Marolles, and Grand Place are walkable together
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Parks & Gardens

Brussels surprises visitors with its abundance of green spaces, from formal gardens surrounding royal palaces to sprawling
urban parks perfect for picnics, jogging, and escape from city bustle.

Top Pick

Parc du Cinquantenaire
1-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Cinquantenaire Park is Brussels' largest central park, created for Belgium's 50th independence anniversary in 1880. The park's
centerpiece is the magnificent triumphal arch topped with a bronze quadriga (chariot) sculpture symbolizing Belgium raising its
national flag. The 30-hectare grounds include tree-lined avenues, formal gardens, lawns perfect for picnics, and several world-class
museums in the surrounding buildings: Autoworld (vintage cars), the Royal Museum of the Armed Forces, and Art & History Museum.
The park hosts events and concerts. Locals jog, play sports, and sunbathe here. The arch offers city views from its top. It's a peaceful
escape combining nature, architecture, and culture in one magnificent complex.

Notable

Brussels Park (Parc de Bruxelles)
30 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Brussels Park is the city's oldest and most central public park, located between the Royal Palace and Belgian Parliament. This formal
18th-century French-style garden features geometric pathways, neoclassical statues, fountains, and manicured lawns. The park was
designed as a rectangular grid with diagonal paths meeting at a central fountain. It's a popular lunch spot for office workers and
parliament members. The park hosts summer concerts and events. Tree-lined promenades offer shade and tranquility despite the
urban location. The park's strategic position makes it perfect for a peaceful break between sightseeing major attractions. Evening
strolls here are particularly pleasant with illuminated pathways and the Royal Palace glowing in the background.

Notable

Bois de la Cambre
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Bois de la Cambre is Brussels' answer to Central Park or Hyde Park - a sprawling 123-hectare forest park at the edge of the city
extending into the larger Sonian Forest. The park features a romantic lake with an island accessible by electric boat or footbridge,
wooded walking trails, large lawns for picnics and sports, a roller-skating rink, playgrounds, and several cafes and restaurants. Locals
bike, jog, row boats, and gather here on weekends. The park transforms with seasons - cherry blossoms in spring, lush greenery in
summer, colorful foliage in autumn. It's connected to the Avenue Louise shopping district, making it easy to combine luxury browsing
with nature. Perfect escape for families and anyone needing breathing space.

Optional

Botanical Garden of Brussels
45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

The Botanical Garden (Le Botanique) occupies a stunning 19th-century glass and iron conservatory that now serves as a cultural
center hosting concerts, exhibitions, and events. While the botanical collections were moved to Meise in 1958, the remaining gardens
still offer peaceful green space in the city center near the Brussels-North train station. The beautiful architecture alone warrants a visit
- the curved glass structures and neoclassical buildings are magnificent. The surrounding park provides a quiet retreat. The cultural
center inside hosts excellent concerts from indie rock to classical music in an intimate, historically atmospheric setting. It bridges
Brussels' scientific heritage with contemporary cultural life.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Pack a picnic - Brussels parks are perfect for outdoor lunches, especially Cinquantenaire and Bois de la Cambre
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Rent bikes to explore larger parks like Bois de la Cambre and connect to Sonian Forest trails
Check event calendars - parks host free concerts, cinema screenings, and festivals in summer
Parks are safe during daylight but avoid isolated areas after dark
Dog-friendly - most parks welcome leashed dogs with designated off-leash areas
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Tours & Activities

Experience Brussels through specialized tours, from chocolate tastings and beer experiences to comic book walks and
behind-the-scenes access to EU institutions. These activities provide deeper insights into Belgian culture and expertise.

Must See Book Ahead

Belgian Beer Tasting Tours
2.5-3 hours Book Ahead

Belgium produces over 1,500 different beers, making beer tasting tours essential for understanding Belgian culture. Professional
guides lead visitors through Brussels' best beer bars, explaining brewing traditions, Trappist monasteries, lambic fermentation, and
how to properly taste different styles. Tours typically include 5-8 beer samples from various categories: Trappist ales, abbey beers,
lambics, saisons, and strong golden ales. Many tours visit historic pubs like Delirium Café (Guinness Record holder for most beers
available) or traditional cafes serving rare artisanal brews. Some include brewery visits or beer museum tours. Guides share food
pairing tips and Belgian drinking culture etiquette. Tours accommodate various preferences from light sessions to serious beer geek
experiences.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Chocolate Walking Tours
2-2.5 hours Book Ahead

Chocolate tours take visitors into Brussels' sweet heart, visiting artisan chocolatiers and praline makers who maintain centuries-old
Belgian traditions. Expert guides explain cocoa sourcing, tempering techniques, and why Belgian chocolate achieves its distinctive
smoothness. Tours stop at 5-7 premium chocolatiers including famous names like Neuhaus (inventors of the praline), Pierre Marcolini,
and family-run boutiques. Participants taste various chocolate styles, learn to distinguish quality, and discover the difference between
mass-produced and artisan products. Some tours include chocolate-making demonstrations or hands-on workshops. The Sablon
district features prominently as Brussels' chocolate epicenter. Tours combine gastronomy with Belgian history and architecture as you
walk historic streets between tastings.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Art Nouveau Architecture Tour
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Brussels is the world's Art Nouveau capital, and specialized architecture tours reveal Victor Horta's masterpieces and other stunning
examples of this decorative style that flourished 1893-1914. Expert guides lead visitors to private residences, commercial buildings,
and public structures showcasing the movement's signature curved lines, floral motifs, iron work, and integration of art with
architecture. Tours typically include the Horta Museum, Hôtel Tassel, Hôtel Solvay (UNESCO sites), and less-known gems in the Ixelles
and Saint-Gilles neighborhoods. Guides explain the social context, artistic philosophy, and technical innovations. Photography
opportunities abound with ornate facades, stained glass, and sculptural details. Essential for architecture enthusiasts and anyone
interested in Belle Époque aesthetics.

Notable

Comic Book & Street Art Walk
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

mycitytravelguide.com
Brussels Travel Guide · Belgium



Notable

European Parliament Tours
1-1.5 hours Book Ahead

Free guided tours of the European Parliament offer fascinating insights into EU governance and decision-making. Visitors see the
hemicycle chamber where 705 Members of Parliament debate, learn about the EU's legislative process, and understand how European
democracy functions. The multimedia Parlamentarium visitor center complements the tour with interactive exhibits in all 24 EU
languages. When Parliament is in session, visitors can watch debates from the public gallery (advance booking required). The modern
architecture contrasts with Brussels' historic buildings, symbolizing Europe's future. Tours explain the EU's impact on daily life, from
consumer protection to environmental standards. Security screening required. It's a unique opportunity to witness international
cooperation at work.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book tours in advance especially for beer/chocolate experiences as they fill quickly in peak season
Afternoon beer tours are better than morning ones - Belgian beers deserve proper appreciation time
Wear comfortable shoes - walking tours cover 2-5km on cobblestones
Free walking tours operate on tips - budget €10-15 per person for good service
Private tours offer flexibility and deeper expertise if you have specific interests
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Day Trips & Excursions

Brussels' central location makes it an ideal base for exploring Belgium and neighboring countries. Medieval towns, North
Sea beaches, and historic battlefields are all within easy reach by train or car.

Must See

Bruges
Full day (8-10 hours) No Booking Needed

Map

Bruges is Belgium's most picture-perfect medieval city, just 1 hour by train from Brussels. This UNESCO World Heritage site preserves
its 13th-century charm with canal-laced streets, Gothic architecture, and cobblestone squares. Highlights include the Belfry tower with
panoramic views, the Basilica of the Holy Blood housing a venerated relic, the stunning Markt square, and world-class chocolate shops.
Take a boat tour through canals, visit the Groeningemuseum for Flemish Primitives art, and sample Belgian beer at historic pubs. The
compact historic center is easily walkable. While touristy, Bruges delivers fairy-tale beauty. Early morning or evening visits avoid peak
crowds. Winter visits offer a magical, less crowded atmosphere with Christmas markets enhancing the medieval ambiance.

Must See

Ghent
Full day (8-10 hours) No Booking Needed

Map

Ghent offers medieval splendor without Bruges' tourist crowds, just 30 minutes from Brussels by train. This vibrant university city
combines Gothic architecture with contemporary edge. Must-sees include the stunning Saint Bavo's Cathedral housing the Van Eyck
brothers' masterpiece 'The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb,' the Gravensteen medieval castle, and the picturesque Graslei canal
waterfront. Ghent's historic center rivals Bruges for beauty but maintains authentic local life with excellent restaurants, innovative
shops, and lively bars. The city hosts a famous 10-day music festival (Gentse Feesten) in July. Climb the Belfry for city views, explore
the design museum, and enjoy vegetarian-friendly dining. Ghent perfectly balances historic preservation with modern vitality.

Top Pick

Antwerp
Full day (8-10 hours) No Booking Needed

Map

Antwerp is Belgium's fashion capital and diamond center, 45 minutes from Brussels. This sophisticated port city combines Baroque
grandeur with cutting-edge design. Visit the Cathedral of Our Lady with Rubens paintings, the spectacular Centraal Station (world's
most beautiful train station), and the MAS Museum offering city history and port views. The diamond district showcases the gem trade,
while the Fashion District features boutiques by the 'Antwerp Six' designers. Antwerp has excellent restaurants, especially around the
Zuid district and trendy bars in the Eilandje port area. The Royal Museum of Fine Arts (KMSKA) houses Flemish masters. The city's
compact center is easily explored on foot. Antwerp feels more cosmopolitan and edgy than other Belgian cities.
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Notable

Waterloo Battlefield
Half day (4-5 hours) No Booking Needed

Map

The Waterloo Battlefield, just 20km south of Brussels, is where Napoleon met his final defeat in 1815. The site preserves this pivotal
moment in European history with excellent museums and monuments. The Lion's Mound monument offers panoramic battlefield views
from its summit (226 steps). The underground Memorial 1815 museum uses multimedia exhibits, artifacts, and a dramatic 4D film to
recreate the battle. The Hougoumont Farm, a key defensive position, is now restored and open to visitors. Wellington Museum in the
village occupies the Duke's headquarters. Guided tours help understand the battle's complex movements and significance. The site
hosts reenactments on key anniversaries. Essential for history enthusiasts and anyone interested in Napoleonic era.

Notable

Leuven
Half day (4-6 hours) No Booking Needed

Map

Leuven is Belgium's oldest university city (founded 1425), just 25 minutes from Brussels. The stunning Gothic Town Hall with its 236
statues is among Europe's finest. The city center buzzes with student energy, creating a lively atmosphere with countless bars and
cafes in historic buildings. Visit the UNESCO-listed Groot Begijnhof, a beautifully preserved medieval beguinage. M-Museum showcases
art from Old Masters to contemporary. Stella Artois brewery originated here, and tours explore brewing heritage. The old market
square (Oude Markt) is lined with cafes and nicknamed 'the longest bar in Europe.' Leuven combines historic architecture with youthful
vibrancy, offering authentic Belgian cafe culture without tourist crowds. Perfect for afternoon exploration or evening entertainment.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Belgian trains are efficient and affordable - buy tickets at station or online at b-europe.com
Start early for day trips - 8-9am departure maximizes your time
Bruges gets extremely crowded  in summer; visit Tuesday-Thursday or early morning/late afternoon
Combined tickets for Waterloo (Memorial + Mound + museums) offer best value
Weekend rail passes offer unlimited travel for groups - excellent value for multiple day trips
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Brussels, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4★).

Must See

La Pierre Bleue★★★★★ 4.9 (775)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

La Pierre Bleue is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.9★ from 775 reviews. Located at Rue des Dominicains 12, 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 11:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 11:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 11:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 11:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 11:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

La bonne chère★★★★★ 4.9 (608)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

La bonne chère is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.9★ from 608 reviews. Located at Rue Notre-Seigneur 19, 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Smoke house★★★★★ 4.9 (372)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Smoke house is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.9★ from 372 reviews. Located at Rue Duquesnoy 43, 1000 Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 4:00 – 10:30 PM
Sunday: 4:00 – 10:30 PM

Must See

The Lobster House★★★★★ 4.8 (13,670)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Lobster House is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.8★ from 13670 reviews. Located at Rue des Bouchers 34, 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM

Must See

GUS★★★★★ 4.8 (465)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

GUS is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.8★ from 465 reviews. Located at Rue des Cultes 36, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Baladi★★★★★ 4.8 (2,466)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Baladi is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.8★ from 2466 reviews. Located at Rue des Chapeliers 16, 1000 Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 10:30 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM

Must See

Comme chez Soi★★★★★ 4.7 (844)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Comme chez Soi is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.7★ from 844 reviews. Located at Pl. Rouppe 23, 1000 Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Meat Factory Brussel★★★★★ 4.7 (1,180)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Meat Factory Brussel is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.7★ from 1180 reviews. Located at Borgwal 9, 1000 Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
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Must See

Jardin des Olives★★★★★ 4.7 (725)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Jardin des Olives is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.7★ from 725 reviews. Located at Rue du Marché au Charbon 100,
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 6:30 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 10:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 10:30 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 6:30 – 10:30 PM

Must See

Chez Diallo - Restaurant Tele Jazz★★★★★ 4.7 (308)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Chez Diallo - Restaurant Tele Jazz is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.7★ from 308 reviews. Located at Chau. d'Anvers 84,
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 6:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

The blue★★★★★ 4.6 (6,742)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The blue is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.6★ from 6742 reviews. Located at Rue du Marché aux Fromages 18, 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM
Tuesday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM
Wednesday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM
Thursday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM
Friday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 10:45 AM – 12:00 AM

mycitytravelguide.com
Brussels Travel Guide · Belgium



Must See

Le Bistro - Porte de Hal★★★★★ 4.6 (6,633)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Le Bistro - Porte de Hal is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.6★ from 6633 reviews. Located at Bd de Waterloo 138, 1000
Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Thursday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Friday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 10:30 AM – 11:00 PM

Must See

Fritzguard★★★★★ 4.6 (2,408)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Fritzguard is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.6★ from 2408 reviews. Located at Rue Jules Van Praet 7, 1000 Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 11:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 11:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM

Must See

Nüetnigenough★★★★★ 4.6 (3,590)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Nüetnigenough is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.6★ from 3590 reviews. Located at Rue du Lombard 25, 1000 Bruxelles,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:00 – 10:30 PM
Tuesday: 5:00 – 10:30 PM
Wednesday: 5:00 – 10:30 PM
Thursday: 5:00 – 10:30 PM
Friday: 5:00 – 10:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 10:30 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 10:30 PM
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Must See

La Table de Mus★★★★★ 4.6 (753)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

La Table de Mus is a highly-rated restaurant in Brussels, rated 4.6★ from 753 reviews. Located at Pl. de la Vieille Halle aux Blés 31,
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Practical Information

Seasonal Guide to Brussels

Spring (March-May): Ideal visiting season with mild temperatures (10-18°C), blooming flowers in parks, and fewer
crowds than summer. Easter weekend can be busy. The Flower Carpet on Grand Place occurs in August (biannually).
Gardens and parks are at their most beautiful.

Summer (June-August): Peak tourist season with warm weather (18-25°C), longest days, outdoor festivals, and terrace
dining. Book accommodations early. Expect crowds at major attractions. Many locals vacation in July-August. The
Ommegang historical pageant occurs in July on Grand Place.

Autumn (September-November):  Excellent visiting time with pleasant temperatures (10-17°C), fall foliage in parks,
and cultural season beginning with concerts and exhibitions. September is particularly nice with summer crowds gone but
weather still mild. Rain becomes more frequent.

Winter (December-February):  Cold and gray (0-7°C) but magical with Christmas markets, festive decorations, and
fewer tourists. Winter Wonders transforms the city center from late November to early January. Museums and indoor
attractions shine. Bring warm, waterproof clothing. Hotel rates are lowest.

Weather Reality: Brussels is rainy year-round (it rains approximately 200 days annually), so always pack an umbrella
and waterproof jacket regardless of season. Weather is changeable - be prepared for sun and rain in the same day.

Best Overall: May, June, and September offer the optimal combination of pleasant weather, manageable crowds, and full
accessibility to attractions and outdoor activities.

Getting Around Brussels

Public Transportation (STIB/MIVB)

Brussels has an excellent integrated public transport system of metro, trams, and buses. Single tickets (€2.60) are
valid for 60 minutes with unlimited transfers. Day passes (€8) offer better value for tourists. Multi-day passes and Brussels
Card include transport. Validate tickets upon boarding. System operates 5:30am-midnight with night buses on weekends.

Metro: 4 lines (1, 2, 5, 6) serve major areas. Fast and efficient for longer distances. Premetro sections run underground
then become trams. Stations include Brussels-Central, Schuman (EU Quarter), and Gare du Midi.
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Trams: Extensive network ideal for sightseeing. Slow but scenic. Routes 3, 4, and 92-94 serve many tourist areas.
Download STIB mobile app for real-time schedules and journey planning.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Train: Brussels Airport trains run every 15 minutes to Brussels-Central (15 min), Brussels-Midi (20 min), and Brussels-Nord
stations. Cost €9.90. Fast and reliable. Trains operate 5:30am-midnight.

Bus: STIB bus #12 and #21 connect airport to European Quarter and city center. Cheaper (€2.60) but slower (30-45 min).
Airport shuttle buses available to hotels.

Taxi: Fixed fares to city center around €45-55 depending on destination. Uber operates but can be pricier during peak
times.

Walking & Cycling

Central Brussels is highly walkable - most major attractions within 2km of Grand Place. Villo! bike-sharing system has 350
stations citywide. Register online or at stations (€1.60 for day pass plus usage fees). Brussels has dedicated bike lanes
though some streets are cobblestoned.

Taxis & Ride-sharing

Taxis are metered and regulated. Flag fall €2.40 plus per-km charge. Hail on street, find at taxi stands, or call/app book.
Uber, Bolt, and Heetch operate. Always ensure meter is running.

Between Cities

Belgian trains (SNCB/NMBS) connect all major cities efficiently. Brussels has three main stations: Central (most convenient
for tourists), Midi (international high-speed trains), and Nord. Thalys connects to Paris (1.5 hrs), Amsterdam (2 hrs),
Cologne (2 hrs). Book at www.b-rail.be or international.belgiantrain.be

Shopping in Brussels

What to Buy

Belgian Chocolate: Premium artisan chocolates and pralines from Neuhaus, Pierre Marcolini, Wittamer, Mary, Godiva,
Leonidas. Sablon district is chocolate heaven. Pralines are the iconic gift - invented in Belgium.

Beer: Specialty beer shops sell hundreds of Belgian brews. Look for Trappist ales, lambics, and rare abbey beers. Beer
and Chocol stores combine both specialties. Proper beer glasses make great gifts.

Lace: Brussels and Bruges lace are world-famous. Ensure it's authentic Belgian-made (not Chinese imports). Visit
Manufacture Belge de Dentelle for quality pieces.

Comics & Graphic Novels: Original editions, collectibles, and art books. Multi BD store and shops near Comic Strip
Center offer extensive selections.

Speculoos: Spiced Belgian biscuits and Lotus Biscoff spreads available everywhere. Dandoy biscuit shop near Grand
Place is historic.

Antiques: Sablon antiques market (weekends) and Marolles flea market (daily) offer treasures from furniture to vintage
posters.

Shopping Districts

Avenue Louise & Porte de Namur:  Luxury brands, Belgian fashion designers, and high-end boutiques. Toison d'Or
shopping center.

Rue Neuve: Main pedestrian shopping street with international chains, department stores (Galeria Inno), and City 2
shopping center.
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Rue Antoine Dansaert: Belgian fashion designers, concept stores, and cutting-edge boutiques. Best for unique, locally-
designed pieces.

Sablon: Antiques, art galleries, chocolate boutiques, and upscale interior design shops.

Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert:  Elegant 19th-century arcade with luxury goods, books, and Belgian specialties.

Shopping Tips

Stores typically open Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm. Some open Sundays in tourist areas. Sales occur January-February and
July-August. VAT refund available for non-EU residents on purchases over €50 - ask for tax-free forms. Bargaining
acceptable at flea markets but not in shops. Credit cards widely accepted though some small shops prefer cash.

Annual Events & Festivals

Ommegang Pageant (first Thursday of July):  Spectacular historical procession on Grand Place recreating Emperor
Charles V's 1549 entry to Brussels. Elaborate Renaissance costumes, jousting, and period music. Tickets required for
Grand Place seating.

Brussels Summer Festival (early August):  Free 10-day music festival transforming city center with multiple stages.
Rock, pop, electronic, and world music acts. Draws huge crowds nightly.

Flower Carpet (biannually in August, even years):  Grand Place covered with extraordinary carpet made from
750,000 begonias in intricate designs. Only lasts 3-4 days. Best viewed from Town Hall balcony (ticketed). Stunning and
rare spectacle.

Brussels Jazz Marathon (late May weekend):  Over 500 free concerts across 140 venues citywide. Jazz in all styles
from traditional to fusion. Some big-name headliners plus emerging artists.

Winter Wonders (late November-early January):  Christmas market and winter festival with 200+ chalets on Grand
Place and surrounding streets. Ice skating rink, light shows, Ferris wheel, and festive food and drinks. Crowded but
magical.

Belgian Beer Weekend (first weekend of September):  Grand Place transforms into enormous beer hall with 60+
Belgian breweries offering unlimited tastings (for ticket holders). Educational sessions and traditional music.

Brussels Pride (mid-May): Colorful LGBTQ+ celebration with parade, street parties, and concerts. Brussels is gay-
friendly year-round but Pride weekend celebrates diversity openly.

Brussels Food Truck Festival (multiple dates May-September):  Tour de France stadium hosts 60+ food trucks
offering international street food. Music and craft beer too.

National Holiday (July 21): Belgian Independence Day with military parade, concerts, fireworks at Brussels Park, and
celebrations throughout city. Official ceremony at Royal Palace.

Museum Night Fever (late February/early March):  Museums stay open until 1am with DJs, performances, and special
access. Single ticket covers multiple museums and transport.

Sample Day-by-Day Itineraries

Day 1: Historic Brussels & Grand Place

Morning: Start at Grand Place (8-9am before crowds). Visit Brussels City Museum in King's House. Walk to Manneken Pis
via Rue de l'Étuve. Explore Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert browsing boutiques. Coffee and praline tasting at Neuhaus.

Lunch: Traditional Belgian lunch at Chez Léon or Noordzee (seafood) near Place Sainte-Catherine.

Afternoon: Visit Cathedral of St. Michael and St. Gudula. Walk through Brussels Park to Royal Palace (if open) or view
from outside. Explore Sablon district, visiting Notre-Dame du Sablon church and browsing antiques market (weekends) or
chocolate shops.
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Evening: Dinner in Sablon or return to Grand Place area. Evening stroll to see Grand Place illuminated. Belgian beer
tasting at Delirium Café or Moeder Lambic.

Day 2: Art, Museums & EU Quarter

Morning: Royal Museums of Fine Arts (arrive at opening 10am). Focus on Old Masters or dedicate time to Magritte
Museum. Break at museum café.

Lunch: Place du Luxembourg area near Parliament for international cuisine.

Afternoon: Visit Parlamentarium (free, allow 90 minutes). Walk through European Quarter seeing EU buildings. If
interested, tour European Parliament. Alternatively, visit Cinquantenaire Park and Autoworld or Armed Forces Museum.

Evening: Dinner in Ixelles (Châtelain or Flagey area) experiencing Brussels' multicultural dining. Evening walk around
Ixelles Ponds.

Day 3: Atomium, Comics & Neighborhoods

Morning: Atomium (arrive early to avoid crowds). Explore Mini-Europe next door if interested. Take metro back to center.

Lunch: Saint-Géry area - trendy restaurants and cafes.

Afternoon: Belgian Comic Strip Center (90 minutes). Follow Comic Strip Route finding murals (self-guided walk with
map/app through various neighborhoods). Alternatively, Horta Museum for Art Nouveau architecture.

Evening: Explore Marolles neighborhood and flea market at Place du Jeu de Balle (best earlier in day). Dinner at
traditional Brussels bistro. Drinks in Saint-Géry nightlife district.

Day 4: Day Trip - Bruges or Ghent

Full Day: Early train to Bruges (1 hour) or Ghent (30 minutes). In Bruges: Markt square, Belfry tower climb, Basilica of the
Holy Blood, canal boat tour, Groeningemuseum, chocolate shops, wandering medieval streets. In Ghent: Saint Bavo's
Cathedral (Van Eyck altarpiece - book ahead), Gravensteen castle, Graslei waterfront, STAM city museum, design
museum. Return to Brussels evening.

Alternative: Antwerp for fashion, diamonds, and Rubens. Cathedral of Our Lady, Centraal Station, MAS Museum, Fashion
District shopping, Zuid neighborhood dining.

Day 5: Specialized Interests & Hidden Gems

Option A - Food & Beer Lovers:

Morning: Visit a local market - Châtelain Market (Wednesday), Flagey Market (Sunday), or Abattoir Market (Sunday).
Browse fresh produce, cheeses, prepared foods. Coffee at neighborhood cafe.

Lunch: Market picnic or lunch at authentic Belgian restaurant learning about national dishes.

Afternoon: Guided chocolate or beer tasting tour (book in advance). Visit Cantillon Brewery for traditional lambic brewing
tour. Alternatively, Belgian Brewers Museum.

Evening: Multi-course Belgian dinner at Comme Chez Soi or Belga Queen. Beer pairing experience.

Option B - Art & Architecture Enthusiasts:

Morning: Art Nouveau architecture walk through Ixelles and Saint-Gilles neighborhoods. Visit Horta Museum and several
Art Nouveau house exteriors.

Lunch: Trendy Rue Antoine Dansaert cafe or restaurant.

Afternoon: BOZAR Centre for Fine Arts for contemporary exhibitions. Alternatively, Wiels Contemporary Art Centre or
MIMA (Millennium Iconoclast Museum of Art). Visit Musical Instruments Museum (MIM) in stunning Art Nouveau building
with rooftop cafe views.
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Evening: Concert at Bozar, Le Botanique, or Ancienne Belgique venue depending on schedule.

Option C - Relaxed Local Experience:

Morning: Sleep in and enjoy leisurely breakfast. Bois de la Cambre walk, bike ride, or boat on the lake. Sunday Jeu de
Balle flea market browsing.

Lunch: Neighborhood restaurant away from tourist areas (Place Fernand Cocq, Châtelain, or Parvis de Saint-Gilles).

Afternoon: Wander undiscovered neighborhoods, explore local shops, visit smaller museums like Autoworld or House of
European History. Relaxed cafe time people-watching.

Evening: Final Belgian dinner at favorite discovered restaurant. Last Belgian beer toast at atmospheric pub.

Best Photography & Instagram Locations

Iconic Shots

Grand Place at Night: The illuminated guildhalls create magical golden glow. Best from center of square shooting
toward Town Hall or from corners capturing full square. Blue hour (30 minutes after sunset) provides perfect light. Avoid
flash to capture ambient lighting.

Atomium: Shoot from below looking up for dramatic perspective of spheres against sky. Sunset provides warm light on
stainless steel. Reflection photos in the pools surrounding the structure. Interior escalators offer futuristic compositions.

Mont des Arts: Classic Brussels skyline shot from the elevated garden looking toward Town Hall spire. Symmetrical
gardens in foreground, city spreading behind. Best in morning light or late afternoon. Particularly beautiful when flowers
are blooming (spring/summer).

Royal Palace from Brussels Park:  Position in park for palace facade with formal gardens and fountains in foreground.
Morning light illuminates facade beautifully. Park's tree-lined paths create excellent leading lines.

Architectural Gems

Galeries Royales Saint-Hubert:  Shoot down the length of glass-roofed arcade capturing perspective and natural light.
Low angle emphasizes height. Evening when shop lights glow creates warm atmosphere. Detail shots of ironwork and
glass.

Horta Museum Staircase: The curved Art Nouveau staircase with its skylight is Instagram gold. Shoot from bottom
looking up to capture spiral and natural light. Bring wide-angle lens. Photography allowed but no flash.

Brussels Park Perspective: Long tree-lined avenues create perfect leading lines toward Royal Palace or Parliament.
Autumn foliage and winter snow enhance scenes dramatically. Symmetry everywhere for balanced compositions.

Cathedral of St. Michael and St. Gudula:  Exterior shots from Place Sainte-Gudule show Gothic towers. Interior stained
glass windows create colored light beams (best mid-morning when sun hits windows). Long exposure captures
atmosphere.

Hidden Gems & Street Photography

Comic Strip Murals: Over 50 large-scale murals throughout city. Tintin mural (Rue de l'Étuve 37) is most famous.
Broussaille mural (Rue du Marché au Charbon) is colorful. Map available to find all. Best in diffused daylight to avoid harsh
shadows.

Marolles Streets: Authentic Brussels with colorful facades, vintage shops, and local character. Early morning or late
afternoon for best light on buildings. Flea market provides candid street photography opportunities. Rue Haute for Art
Nouveau details.

Place du Petit Sablon: Intimate garden square surrounded by ornate railings with 48 bronze statues representing
medieval guilds. Fountain and elegant lamp posts create romantic setting. Spring and summer flowers add color. Quieter
than Grand Sablon.
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Rue des Bouchers: Evening shots of restaurant displays, seafood on ice, and illuminated narrow medieval streets create
atmospheric images. Capture the touristy chaos or focus on architectural details and cobblestones.

Panoramic Views

Town Hall Tower (Grand Place):  360-degree views of Brussels from 96-meter height. Guided tours only, limited
capacity. Captures entire historic center, modern skyline beyond. Best late afternoon for golden light.

Atomium Top Sphere: Panoramic city views from 102 meters. Full circle views through windows. Best on clear days.
Sunrise or sunset provides dramatic lighting.

Basilica of Sacred Heart Dome:  Less-known viewpoint offering spectacular 360-degree panorama. 89 meters high. Can
see all Brussels to Atomium on clear days. Dome exterior also photogenic with copper-green patina.

Palais de Justice Elevator: Free viewpoint from behind courthouse offering views over Marolles rooftops to city beyond.
Accessible via glass elevator. Sunset location popular with locals.

Photography Tips

Golden hours: Sunrise 6-8am and sunset 6-8pm (summer) provide best natural light for architecture
Rainy days: Brussels' frequent rain creates reflections on cobblestones - embrace it for moody shots
Crowds: Arrive at popular spots early morning (before 9am) for empty scenes
Gear: Wide-angle lens essential for architecture and interiors, tripod useful for night shots
Blue hour: 30 minutes after sunset captures illuminated buildings against colored sky
Permissions: Most exteriors fine to photograph; interiors of museums usually allowed without flash

Electricity & Adapters

Voltage & Frequency: Belgium operates on 230V at 50Hz, standard throughout the European Union. This differs from
North America (110-120V, 60Hz) and some other regions.

Plug Types: Belgium uses Type E plugs (two round pins with hole for earth pin) and also accepts Type C (European two
round pins without earth). Type E is the official Belgian standard with a male grounding pin protruding from the socket.

What You Need:

From US/Canada/Japan (110V regions):  You need both a plug adapter AND a voltage converter unless your
device supports dual voltage (100-240V). Most modern electronics (phones, laptops, cameras, tablets) are dual
voltage - check device label. Hair dryers, straighteners, and curling irons usually are NOT dual voltage and need
converters.
From UK/Ireland: Need plug adapter only (UK uses Type G). Voltage is compatible (230V).
From Australia/New Zealand/China:  Need plug adapter (Type I/Type A respectively). Voltage similar enough
(220-240V) for most devices to work safely.
From EU Countries: Most EU plugs work directly. Type C (Euro plug) works in Belgian sockets. Some countries
use Type F which is similar but may fit loosely.

Where to Buy Adapters: Available at Brussels Airport shops, electronics stores throughout city, and many hotel
reception desks (sometimes for loan). Better to buy before travel as airport prices are inflated. Universal travel adapters
cover Belgium and worldwide destinations.

Hotel Considerations: Most hotels provide 230V power. Higher-end hotels may have international sockets (110V and
230V) or USB charging ports. Ask reception about adapter availability. Bathrooms may have special shaver sockets (110-
120V) marked clearly.

USB Charging: Increasingly common in hotels, cafes, airports, and public spaces. Voltage conversion automatic with USB
- just need any USB cable. Many Brussels hotels have USB ports built into rooms.

Multiple Devices: Bring power strip/extension from home (with appropriate voltage) to charge several devices from
single adapter. Alternatively, buy European power strip in Brussels electronics store.
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Belgian Cuisine & Dining Tips

Must-Try Belgian Dishes

Moules-frites (Mussels & Fries):  Belgium's national dish - steamed mussels in white wine, cream, or other preparations
served with crispy frites (never call them 'French fries' in Belgium!). Best September-March when mussels are in season.
Chez Léon is tourist-friendly; locals prefer Place Sainte-Catherine seafood restaurants.

Carbonnade Flamande: Flemish beef stew slow-cooked in Belgian beer with onions, served with frites or bread. Rich,
hearty, perfect for cold days. Traditional Brussels bistros serve excellent versions.

Waterzooi: Creamy chicken or fish stew from Ghent, found throughout Belgium. Vegetables in cream-based broth.
Comfort food at its finest.

Stoemp: Mashed potatoes mixed with vegetables (carrots, leeks, Brussels sprouts) served with sausages. Simple,
traditional Brussels dish found in authentic bistros.

Belgian Frites: Twice-fried for perfect crispy exterior and fluffy interior. Served in paper cones with choice of dozens of
sauces. Maison Antoine (Place Jourdan) and Fritland (near Bourse) are legendary friteries. Authentic places cook in beef
fat.

Croquettes aux Crevettes: Grey shrimp croquettes with crispy breading and creamy filling. Delicate North Sea shrimp
delicacy. Classic appetizer.

Boudin Blanc/Noir: White or blood sausages, traditional in Brussels. Often served with stoemp or applesauce.

Belgian Waffles: Two types - Brussels waffles (rectangular, lighter, crispy) and Liège waffles (oval, dense, with pearl
sugar). Street vendors everywhere. Best plain or with whipped cream - avoid tourist traps with excessive toppings.
Dandoy near Grand Place is authentic.

Speculoos: Spiced shortcrust biscuits traditionally made for St. Nicholas Day but available year-round. Distinctive
caramelized flavor. Dandoy makes best traditional versions.

Belgian Chocolate: Pralines (filled chocolates) are the signature. Visit artisan chocolatiers in Sablon - Wittamer, Pierre
Marcolini, Neuhaus. Quality Belgian chocolate uses pure cocoa butter, no vegetable fats.

Belgian Beer Culture

Belgium produces over 1,500 beers with unique styles: Trappist ales (brewed by monks - Westvleteren, Chimay, Orval),
Lambics (spontaneously fermented, sour, often fruit-infused), Abbey beers (monastery-style), Saisons (farmhouse
ales), Tripels/Dubbels (strong golden or dark ales), and Witbier (wheat beers). Each beer has its own designed glass -
shape affects taste and head retention. Order by style at cafes - bartenders guide selections. Typical strength 5-12% ABV -
pace yourself!

Dining Customs

Meal Times: Lunch typically 12-2pm, dinner 7-10pm. Kitchens often close by 10pm. Restaurants fill up 7:30-8:30pm on
weekends - reserve popular spots.

Service: More formal than US/UK. Water isn't automatically free - specify tap water ("eau du robinet") or you'll get bottled
(€4-7). Service charge included in bill but round up or add 5-10% for good service. Flag down servers rather than
expecting constant check-ins.

Courses: Belgian dining follows European pattern - starter, main, dessert. Portions reasonable compared to American
sizing. Taking food home uncommon but increasingly accepted.

Cafes vs Restaurants: Cafes serve drinks, simple meals, and snacks all day. Restaurants offer full menus specific meal
times. Many places blend both. Brasseries serve traditional Belgian food in casual settings.

Reservations: Recommended for dinner at quality restaurants, especially weekends and in touristy areas. Walk-ins fine
at many cafes and bistros.
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Budget Tips

Lunch specials ("plat du jour"):  Many restaurants offer affordable 2-3 course fixed menus at lunch (€15-25) versus
dinner prices (€30-50).

Supermarkets: Delhaize, Carrefour, Lidl for picnic supplies. Belgian cheeses, bread, charcuterie excellent and affordable.

Friteries: €4-6 for generous portion of authentic Belgian frites - perfect budget meal.

Turkish/Middle Eastern: Brussels has excellent affordable kebab, pita, and falafel spots (€5-10).

Lunch sandwiches: Bakeries sell fresh baguette sandwiches €4-7.

Where to Eat by Area

Place Sainte-Catherine: Best for seafood - Bij den Boer, Noordzee, La Belle Maraîchère.

Sablon: Upscale dining - Lola, Les Brigittines, Skievelat.

Saint-Géry/Dansaert: Trendy restaurants - Nüetnigenough, Le Perroquet, Ellis Gourmet Burger.

Ixelles: International cuisine - Ethiopian, Japanese, Vietnamese, Italian. Rue Américaine and Place Flagey areas.

Near Grand Place: Tourist-heavy but some gems - Chez Léon (mussels), 't Kelderke (traditional), Restobieres (beer
cuisine).

Tourist Passes

Brussels Card

The Brussels Card is the city's official tourist pass offering excellent value for museum lovers and active sightseers.
Available in 24-hour (€32), 48-hour (€42), and 72-hour (€49) versions. Includes: Free entry to 49 museums including
Royal Museums of Fine Arts, Magritte Museum, Comic Strip Center, Horta Museum, and more. Unlimited use of STIB public
transport (metro, trams, buses). Discounts up to 25% at attractions, restaurants, shops, and tours. Free city map and
guide. Best for: Visitors planning to visit 3+ museums and use public transport extensively. Calculate your planned
museum entries (typically €10-15 each) plus transport day pass (€8) to determine if worthwhile. Purchase online (print-at-
home or mobile), at Visit Brussels tourism offices, or participating hotels. Activate upon first use. Card pays for itself if you
visit 3-4 museums. Tip: Focus museum visits on consecutive days to maximize value.

visit.brussels

STIB MOBIB Card

The MOBIB card is Brussels' reloadable public transport smart card. Card costs €5 (one-time) then load tickets/passes.
Options: Single journey (€2.60), 10-journey ticket (€18 - cheapest per trip), 1-day pass (€8), 3-day pass (€18), weekly
pass (€17), monthly pass (€54). Card works on all STIB metro, trams, and buses. Advantages: Cheaper than paper
tickets, can reload at machines, valid for one year. Where to buy: STIB ticket offices (Porte de Namur, Rogier, Midi,
Noord stations), BOOTIK stores, and automatic machines in metro stations. Best for: Stays of 3+ days or frequent public
transport users. Alternative: STIB mobile app allows digital tickets without physical card. Tip: Share cards between
travel companions by loading multiple journeys - one person validates, others can use same card for separate validation.

www.stib-mivb.be
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Atomium & Mini-Europe Combined Ticket

Save money with the combined ticket visiting both attractions in one trip to Heysel area. Atomium solo: Adults €18,
students/seniors €16, children 6-11 €10. Mini-Europe solo: Adults €17.50, children 12-17 €16.50, children 6-11 €13.50.
Combined ticket: Adults €31 (save €4.50), youth/seniors €28.50, children €17. Mini-Europe displays 350 miniature
monuments from across EU at 1:25 scale - fun for families. Visit Atomium first (allow 90 minutes), then Mini-Europe (allow
90 minutes-2 hours). Both outdoor sites best in dry weather. Located adjacent to each other near Heysel metro station.
Tip: Book Atomium online to skip queues, especially peak season and weekends. Combined ticket available at both
venues.

atomium.be

Museum Pass Brussels

The Museum Pass Brussels offers entry to temporary exhibitions at Royal Museums of Fine Arts complex (Old Masters,
Modern, Fin-de-Siècle, Magritte). Annual pass: €55 adults, €45 seniors/students (under 26), groups of 15+ €40 each.
Valid one year from purchase. Includes: Unlimited visits to all four museums and major temporary exhibitions. Skip-the-
line access. Invitations to exclusive previews and events. 10% discount at museum shop. Best for: Art lovers spending
extended time in Brussels or planning return visits. Pass pays for itself after 4-5 visits (individual entry €15). Temporary
exhibitions often excellent (separate tickets €15-18). Where to buy: Museum ticket desk at Rue de la Régence entrance.
Also good value for locals and expats.

www.fine-arts-museum.be

Rail Pass Belgium

The Rail Pass is perfect for exploring Belgium from Brussels base. Card offers 10 single train journeys anywhere in
Belgium for €93 second class (€9.30 per trip) or €146 first class. Valid for any train journey, any distance. Advantages:
No advance booking needed - just hop on trains. Significant savings versus individual tickets (Brussels-Bruges normally
€18 each way). Valid one year. Can be used by up to 8 people traveling together on same journey. How it works: Each
journey stamped in stations before departure. One stamp per person per trip. Best for: Multiple day trips from Brussels to
Bruges, Ghent, Antwerp, Leuven, etc. Flexibility to decide same-day travel. Youth Rail Pass: Under 26 get 10 journeys
for €62. Where to buy: Any Belgian train station ticket office or online at www.belgiantrain.be. Tip: Combine with
weekend ticket for best value.

www.belgiantrain.be
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