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Things to do in Mons

Landmarks & Monuments

Mons boasts an impressive collection of architectural landmarks, from medieval belfries to Renaissance buildings,
showcasing centuries of European heritage and craftsmanship.

Must See
Belfry of Mons
45 minutes No Booking Needed

A stunning 17th-century Baroque belfry dominating the Grand Place skyline. This UNESCO-listed monument stands 87 meters tall
and features an ornate fagade with decorative spires. The bell tower offers panoramic city views from its observation platform.
Inside, admire the intricate wooden carillon mechanism and historical bell system. The belfry underwent major restoration between
2013-2015, revealing original details and ornamental paintings.

Must See
Grand Place

60 minutes No Booking Needed

One of Europe's most beautiful squares, recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage site. The Grand Place is surrounded by 17th-
18th century guild houses featuring ornate Renaissance and Baroque architecture. The square serves as the social heart of Mons,
hosting the famous Doudou Festival every May. Visit for its harmonious architecture, historic ambiance, and excellent restaurants and
cafés lining the perimeter.

Top Pick
Town Hall of Mons
30 minutes No Booking Needed

A magnificent 16th-century Gothic and Renaissance structure anchoring the Grand Place. The Town Hall features an elegant
facade with pointed arches, ornamental stonework, and a tower with decorative details. The building remains an active civic center
while welcoming visitors to admire its architectural splendor. Its interior chambers occasionally host exhibitions and cultural events.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

¢ Visit the Grand Place at sunset for stunning photography

e Climb the belfry early morning to avoid crowds

e Attend the Doudou Festival in May for medieval processions
e Join a guided city walking tour for historical context
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Museums & Galleries

Mons offers diverse museums showcasing art, history, and culture, from fine arts collections to quirky thematic museums
celebrating local traditions.

Must See
Museum of Fine Arts

90 minutes No Booking Needed

A comprehensive art museum housing European masterworks spanning from medieval times to contemporary art. The collection
includes Flemish paintings, sculptures, and decorative arts. Located in a stunning Belle Epoque building, the museum features rotating
exhibitions alongside permanent collections. Highlights include works by local and international artists, with particular emphasis on
Belgian artistic heritage. The museum's modern wing complements classical galleries.

Top Pick
Musée du Doudou
60 minutes No Booking Needed

A unique museum dedicated to Mons' most famous festival tradition, the Doudou Festival. Explore the history and cultural
significance of this 14th-century celebration through interactive exhibits, historical costumes, and ceremonial objects. Learn about the
Car of Gold procession and the legendary Golden Chariot carrying St. George. The museum offers insights into Belgian carnival
traditions and local folklore with engaging multimedia presentations.

Notable
MRAH - Museum of Armed Forces History

120 minutes No Booking Needed

Belgium's premier military museum featuring extensive exhibits on European military history from the medieval period to modern
warfare. Displays include weapons, uniforms, vehicles, and personal artifacts from significant historical conflicts. The museum uses
interactive installations and multimedia displays to contextualize historical events. Special attention given to Belgium's role in both
World Wars and European conflicts.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Most museums closed Mondays - verify hours before visiting

e Buy a museum pass for discounted multi-site entry

e Visit museums mid-week for fewer crowds

¢ Many museums offer free or discounted entry on first Sunday monthly
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Religious Sites

Mons features remarkable religious architecture reflecting medieval spirituality and artistic achievement, with several
churches open for both worship and cultural appreciation.

Must See

Collegiate Church of St. Waudru

45 minutes No Booking Needed

A magnificent 15th-century Gothic masterpiece dominating Mons' religious landscape. Built to house relics of Saint Waudru, the
patron saint of Mons, this church exemplifies Flamboyant Gothic architecture with soaring ribbed vaults, intricate stone tracery, and
stained glass windows. The interior features ornate altars, sculptural details, and a peaceful contemplative atmosphere. The church
hosts occasional concerts utilizing its exceptional acoustics and historic organ.

Notable
Chapel of the Immaculate

20 minutes No Booking Needed

A charming Neo-Gothic chapel featuring elegant proportions and intimate religious atmosphere. Built in the 19th century, this small
chapel showcases refined architectural details and peaceful surroundings. Its compact size makes it perfect for quiet contemplation,
offering respite from the bustling city center nearby.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Respect worship times when visiting active churches

e Churches often close during services - check schedules

e St. Waudru hosts organ concerts during summer months

e Photography may be restricted during religious ceremonies
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Parks & Gardens

Green spaces throughout Mons provide peaceful retreats, scenic walking paths, and recreational opportunities amid
medieval and modern architecture.

Top Pick
Mont de Mons Park
60 minutes No Booking Needed

Mons' principal public green space offering scenic views over the city and surrounding Hainaut countryside. This elevated park
features landscaped gardens, tree-lined pathways, and recreational facilities. Walking trails wind through diverse plant collections,
while viewing platforms provide panoramic vistas. The park includes picnic areas, playgrounds for children, and seasonal flower
displays creating vibrant color contrasts.

Notable
Garden of Margueritte

30 minutes No Booking Needed

An elegant formal garden featuring classical design principles with geometric flower beds, manicured hedges, and decorative
fountains. Named after a local legend, this intimate garden provides serene surroundings perfect for leisurely strolls. Seasonal
plantings create changing displays throughout the year, while quiet benches invite rest and contemplation.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Visit parks in spring for blooming flowers and pleasant weather
e Bring comfortable walking shoes for park exploration

e Parks ideal for picnicking during summer months

¢ Mont de Mons accessible via stairs or winding pathways
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Squares & Streets

Mons' atmospheric streets and squares showcase medieval urban planning, with historic buildings creating picturesque
walking routes throughout the compact city center.

Top Pick
Rue de la Chaussée

45 minutes No Booking Needed

Mons' primary shopping and commercial street featuring a lively atmosphere with shops, cafés, and restaurants. This pedestrian-
friendly thoroughfare connects different city districts while maintaining historic character with period buildings. Street performances,
seasonal decorations, and outdoor seating areas create vibrant energy, particularly during weekends and evenings.

Notable
Place du Marché

40 minutes No Booking Needed

A secondary market square hosting regular farmers' markets and local food vendors. This lively gathering place showcases local
produce, regional specialties, and artisan goods. The square maintains authentic marketplace traditions while welcoming tourists
seeking authentic local experiences and regional products.

Tips for Squares & Streets

e Markets best visited mornings for freshest selections
e Rue de la Chaussée ideal for souvenir shopping

e Streets most atmospheric during evening hours

o Local cafés perfect for observing daily city life
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Tours & Activities

Explore Mons through guided experiences, cultural activities, and interactive tours designed to reveal the city's rich
history and contemporary culture.

Must See
Doudou Festival Experience

Full day event No Booking Needed

Participate in Mons' legendary May festival featuring the Car of Gold procession, medieval reenactments, and St. George dragon-
slaying ceremony. This UNESCO-recognized event blends historical tradition with contemporary celebration, attracting thousands of
visitors. Experience authentic Belgian festival culture with traditional costumes, folk performances, and communal festivities spanning
multiple days.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Guided City Walking Tours

90 minutes Book Ahead

Professional guided tours exploring Mons' historic center with expert commentary on architecture, history, and local culture. Tours
typically cover major landmarks, hidden gems, and lesser-known historical anecdotes. Guides provide context for medieval urban
planning, Renaissance development, and contemporary cultural evolution. Walking tours accommodate various fitness levels with
flexible pacing.

Top Pick
Museum Combination Ticket
Variable No Booking Needed

Purchase a discounted pass granting entry to multiple Mons museums. This economical option covers major cultural institutions with
savings compared to individual ticket prices. Valid for extended periods, allowing flexible museum visits at your own pace.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book walking tours in advance, especially during peak season

e Doudou Festival book accommodation months ahead

e Many tours available in multiple languages

e Evening ghost tours offer alternative perspectives on city history
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day-trips

Mons' strategic location offers convenient access to fascinating destinations throughout Belgium and neighboring regions.
Top Pick [=]; [=]
Tournai - Medieval City ;

5-6 hours including travel No Booking Needed

Journey 30 km west to Tournai, Belgium's oldest city featuring a remarkable UNESCO cathedral with five distinctive towers. Walk
medieval streets exploring historic architecture, museums, and riverside charm along the Scheldt. The city hosts vibrant markets and
traditional Belgian dining experiences in atmospheric restaurants.

Top Pick
Bouillon - Medieval Castle
Full day trip No Booking Needed

Explore the dramatic fortress at Bouillon, 60 km south, perched above the Semois River valley. This medieval stronghold features
extensive ramparts, towers, and dungeons offering panoramic countryside views. The surrounding Semois valley provides scenic
hiking trails, outdoor recreation, and charming riverside villages perfect for nature enthusiasts.

Notable

¥4 Charleroi - Industrial Heritage

4-5 hours including travel No Booking Needed

Visit nearby Charleroi, located 25 km south, showcasing Belgium's industrial heritage through museums and urban revitalization. The
BPS22 contemporary art museum occupies a former power plant, while industrial architecture tours reveal fascinating factory history.
Street art and murals transform neighborhoods into open-air galleries reflecting working-class culture.

Tips for day-trips

e Train connections from Mons station to nearby cities very convenient
e Day trips require 30-60 minutes travel time

e Rent bicycles for scenic Ardennes region exploration

e Combination tickets available for multiple destinations
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Mons, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4x%).

Must See
Chez Dam's Monskx xx %% 5 (54)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Chez Dam's Mons is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 5% from 54 reviews. Located at Rue d'Havré 79, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:45PM, 6:30 - 9:45 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:45PM, 6:30 - 9:45 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:45PM, 6:30 - 9:45 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:45PM, 6:30 - 9:45PM

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
COCOI*** %% 5 (310)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

COCOl is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 5% from 310 reviews. Located at Rue du Miroir 3, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

El Papitokxxkx*x* 4.9 (192)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

El Papito is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.9% from 192 reviews. Located at Rue de la Coupe 5, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Thursday: 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM

Must See

Le Teddy'skx*x*x*x* 4.8 (860)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Le Teddy's is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.8% from 860 reviews. Located at Rue de Nimy 8, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: 6:00 PM - 3:00 AM
e Thursday: 6:00 PM - 3:00 AM

e Friday: 6:00 PM - 3:00 AM

e Saturday: 6:00 PM - 3:00 AM

e Sunday: 6:00 PM - 3:00 AM

Must See
Pane & Oliox*x k%% 4.8 (137)

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Pane & Olio is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.8% from 137 reviews. Located at Chem. du Chéne aux Haies 52, 7000 Mons,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 7:30 PM - 12:00 AM
e Friday: 7:30 PM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 7:30 PM - 12:00 AM
e Sunday: Closed
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Must See
Les Gribaumontsxxxx%x 4.7 (393)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Les Gribaumonts is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.7 % from 393 reviews. Located at Rue d'Havré 95, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM

e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 8:30 PM
e Friday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 8:30 PM

e Saturday: 7:00 - 8:30 PM

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
Oliviaxx*x*x%x 4.7 (212)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Olivia is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.7% from 212 reviews. Located at Rue des Fripiers 28, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:30 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:30 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
Osmose [[[[]x*x*x*x*x 4.7 (247)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Osmose [IIT]is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.7 from 247 reviews. Located at Rue de Nimy 116, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 1:15PM, 7:00 - 8:15PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 1:15PM, 7:00 - 8:15PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 1:15PM, 7:00 - 8:15PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 1:15PM, 7:00 - 8:15PM

e Saturday: 7:00 - 8:15PM

e Sunday: Closed
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Must See
Mon Bar a Tapasxxkxx*x 4.7 (241)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Mon Bar a Tapas is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.7 from 241 reviews. Located at Rue des Clercs 8, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Thursday: 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 6:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Soho - Cocktails Bar & Mezzés grecsxxxx* 4.7 (343)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Soho - Cocktails Bar & Mezzés grecs is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.7 % from 343 reviews. Located at Marché aux Herbes
20, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Tuesday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM
e Thursday: 12:00 PM - 2:30 AM

e Friday: 11:00 AM - 3:30 AM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 3:30 AM

e Sunday: 11:00 AM - 1:00 AM

Must See
The Other Sidex*x k%% 4.6 (721)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The Other Side is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.6% from 721 reviews. Located at Rue de la Coupe 20, 7000 Mons,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:15PM, 6:15 - 10:15PM
e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:15PM, 6:15 - 10:15 PM
e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:15PM, 6:15 - 10:15PM
e Friday: 12:00 - 2:15PM, 6:15 - 10:15PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:15PM, 6:15 - 10:15 PM
e Sunday: Closed
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Must See
Restaurant L'instant-C a Monsxxx %% 4.6 (81)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Restaurant L'instant-C a Mons is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.6% from 81 reviews. Located at Rue d'Enghien 8, 7000
Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 7:00 - 9:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:00 - 9:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM

Top Pick
L'Art des Metsxxx k% 4.5 (306)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

L'Art des Mets is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.5% from 306 reviews. Located at Rue des Clercs 9, 7000 Mons, Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
e Friday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Top Pick
Boule de Bleuxx%xx% 4.5 (1,282)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Boule de Bleu is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.5% from 1282 reviews. Located at Rue de la Coupe 46, 7000 Mons,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM

e Wednesday: 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM

e Thursday: 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Friday: 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Sunday: Closed
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Top Pick
A La Bonne Heure srixxxx% 4.5 (242)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A La Bonne Heure srl is a highly-rated restaurant in Mons, rated 4.5% from 242 reviews. Located at Rue de la Coupe 34, 7000 Mons,
Belgium.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM

Practical Information

Best Time to Visit Mons

May is the optimal time, coinciding with the Doudou Festival - Belgium's oldest carnival celebration. Summer months
(June-August) offer warm weather, outdoor activities, and longer daylight hours perfect for sightseeing. Spring (April-May)
brings blooming flowers and pleasant temperatures. Autumn (September-October) provides comfortable weather with
fewer crowds and vibrant foliage. Winter (December-February) sees minimal tourism, making it ideal for budget travelers,
though many attractions maintain reduced hours. Average temperatures range from 3°C in winter to 20°C in summer.

Getting Around Mons

City Center: Mons' compact medieval core is entirely walkable, with most attractions within 15-20 minutes on foot.
Narrow cobblestone streets are pedestrian-friendly but require comfortable walking shoes.

Public Transport: Local bus network (STIB) connects city districts with affordable fares. Day passes provide unlimited
travel at discounted rates compared to single tickets.

Train Station: Located south of city center, Mons station offers connections to Brussels (45 minutes), Tournai (30
minutes), and other Belgian cities. Regular services provide convenient access throughout Belgium.

Bicycles: Bike rental services available throughout the city. Designated cycling paths make two-wheeling convenient,
especially for exploring surrounding countryside.

Car Rental: Available but unnecessary for city exploration. Parking is limited in the medieval center; designated paid
parking lots exist on the periphery.

* Airport Transfer
Brussels South Charleroi Airport (CRL) to city center:

e Shuttle Bus + Train: TEC shuttle to Charleroi-Sud station in 20 minutes for about 5 euros, then a train to Mons in
35 minutes for about 8 euros

e Direct Bus (TEC line A): Regional bus to Mons center in around 50 minutes, tickets from 5 to 8 euros

e Taxi: Direct ride to central Mons in about 25 minutes, fixed fare around 60 euros

¢ Private Transfer: Pre-booked door-to-door car service in about 30 minutes, typically 75 to 95 euros
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Shopping in Mons

Rue de la Chaussée: The main shopping street features international brands, Belgian boutiques, and specialty shops.
Afternoon browsing offers window-shopping and people-watching opportunities.

Souvenirs: Authentic Belgian products include lace, chocolate, beer, and regional crafts. Purchase quality Belgian
chocolates from traditional chocolateries near Grand Place. Local artisan markets offer handmade goods and regional
specialties.

Markets: Weekly farmers' markets at Place du Marché and seasonal Christmas markets in December provide authentic
local products. Best visited early morning for optimal selections.

Shopping Hours: Most shops open 10am-6pm, with many closing Mondays. Evening shopping available on Thursdays
and Fridays until 8pm.

VAT Refunds: Non-EU visitors purchasing over €100 can claim VAT refunds at airport. Retain receipts and request tax-
free forms at purchase.
Festivals and Events

May - Doudou Festival: Belgium's most famous carnival, dating to the 14th century. Features the Car of Gold
procession, St. George dragon-slaying ceremony, and medieval reenactments. Three-day celebration with parades,
performances, and communal festivities attracting thousands.

Summer - Cultural Season: Open-air concerts and theater performances throughout June-August in parks and squares.
Classical music recitals in St. Waudru Church during evening hours.

August - Jazz Festival: International jazz performances in various city venues with free and ticketed events.

December - Christmas Markets: Grand Place transforms into festive marketplace with holiday decorations, seasonal
foods, crafts, and traditional Christmas entertainment.

Year-round - Weekly Markets: Traditional farmers' markets at Place du Marché every Saturday morning showcase
regional products and local produce.
Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1 - Historic Mons Essentials:

Morning (9am): Climb Belfry of Mons for panoramic views and architectural appreciation
e Mid-morning (10:30am): Explore Grand Place architecture and linger at cafés with views
Lunch (12:30pm): Dine at Grand Place restaurant experiencing local Belgian cuisine
Afternoon (2pm): Visit Collegiate Church of St. Waudru, admiring Gothic details

o Late afternoon (4pm): Stroll Rue de la Chaussée for shopping and local atmosphere
Evening (6pm): Sunset at Mont de Mons Park overlooking city skyline

Day 2 - Museums and Culture:

Morning (9am): Museum of Fine Arts exploring European art collections

e Late morning (11am): Musée du Doudou discovering festival traditions

Lunch (1pm): Traditional Belgian restaurant near city center

Afternoon (3pm): MRAH military museum or alternative museums based on interests
o Late afternoon (5pm): Garden of Margueritte peaceful stroll and relaxation

Evening (7pm): Dinner with local Belgian specialties

Day 3 - Alternative Perspectives:

Morning (9am): Guided walking tour discovering hidden history and local insights

o Late morning (11lam): Weekend farmers' market at Place du Marché exploring local products
Lunch (1pm): Market food discoveries and casual dining

Afternoon (3pm): Day trip option: Visit nearby Tournai or Charleroi
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e Evening (6pm): Casual walk through atmospheric medieval streets
Day 4 - Outdoor and Relaxation:

¢ Morning (9am): Mont de Mons Park hiking and nature exploration

o Late morning (11am): Bicycle rental for countryside exploration beyond city
e Lunch (1pm): Picnic in parks or outdoor café dining

e Afternoon (3pm): Leisure museum revisiting or alternative attraction

e Evening (6pm): Sunset views and evening stroll along Rue de la Chaussée

Day 5 - Regional Exploration:

e Early morning: Full-day excursion to Bouillon Castle and Semois valley
o Activities: Castle exploration, hiking trails, scenic river walks
e Return evening: Dinner celebrating final night in Mons

Best Photography Locations

Grand Place at Sunset: Golden hour illuminates historic guild houses and belfry magnificently. Early evening (7-8pm
during summer) provides optimal lighting. Position yourself from different angles to capture architectural details and
atmospheric lighting. Crowded but essential for iconic Mons images.

Belfry and Church from Lower Streets: Shooting upward from surrounding streets captures towering monuments
against sky. Dramatic perspective emphasizes architectural scale. Best during clear weather with blue skies.

Mont de Mons Park Overlook: Panoramic city views showcase Mons landscape. Golden hour provides warm, flattering
light. Include park vegetation for foreground interest creating depth.

St. Waudru Collegiate Church Interior: Gothic architecture with stained glass creates stunning interior compositions.
Morning light through windows creates dramatic color effects. Respectful photography during non-service hours.

Narrow Medieval Streets at Night: Atmospheric lighting, cobblestones, and historic facades create moody evening
photographs. Street lamps create interesting shadows and highlights. Visit Rue de la Chaussée around 8-9pm for lively
street atmosphere.

Market at Place du Marché (Saturday Morning): Vibrant colors, local vendors, and authentic activity. Morning light
enhances fresh produce colors. Arrive early for optimal crowds and lighting conditions.

Electricity Information

Voltage: Belgium uses 230V/50Hz electrical current, standard throughout Europe.

Plug Types: Type C (European two round pins) and Type E (two round pins plus grounding) are standard. North American
visitors require converters/adapters.

Adapter Availability: USB adapters, multi-plug converters, and standard European adapters readily available at airports,
train stations, and tourist shops. Multi-country European adapters accommodate various travel plans.

Hotel Information: Most hotels provide standard European outlets. Some luxury hotels offer US outlet adapters upon
request. Hostels typically provide shared adapter access or charging stations.

Considerations: High-wattage appliances (hair dryers, kettles) may require higher-capacity adapters. Mobile phone
chargers work worldwide with simple plug adapters. Battery-powered devices eliminate adapter requirements entirely.
Belgian Food and Dining

Must-Try Dishes: Frites (Belgian fries) with various sauces served as street food or restaurant sides. Moules-Frites
(mussels with fries) - iconic Belgian dish. Flemish stew - slow-cooked meat in beer. Waffles - both breakfast and
dessert versions available. Cheese croquettes - fried delicacies. Carbonade Flamande - beef braised in dark beer.
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Belgian Specialties: Belgium's chocolate is world-renowned - visit artisan chocolateries for pralines and confections.
Belgian beer offers 1,000+ varieties from abbey breweries to microbreweries. Trappist beers from nearby monasteries
are exceptional.

Dining Tips: Reserve restaurants for evening dining, especially weekends. Many traditional restaurants close Mondays
and Tuesdays. Tipping 10-15% customary but not required (service charge often included). Menu of the day (plat du jour)
offers excellent value at lunch. Casual cafés perfect for informal meals and coffee culture.

Restaurant Districts: Grand Place surrounds with tourist-friendly dining; side streets offer authentic local restaurants
with better value. Rue de la Chaussée has diverse dining options. Evening passeggiata (strolling) before dinner is local
tradition.

Tourist Passes
Mons Museum Pass

A comprehensive discounted entry pass providing admission to major Mons museums at reduced rates. Covers
Museum of Fine Arts, Musée du Doudou, and other participating cultural institutions. Valid for extended periods (typically
3-7 days), allowing flexible museum visits accommodating individual schedules and interests. Significant savings
compared to paying individual admission fees, making it economical for culturally-focused visits.

www.visitmons.be

Brussels-Mons Regional Pass

Extended regional multi-city pass providing train transportation and museum access across Brussels-Mons area.
Includes unlimited regional train travel and discounted museum entry in multiple cities. Ideal for visitors exploring beyond
Mons to nearby attractions. Combines transport savings with cultural access, maximizing value for multi-city itineraries.
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www.belgianrail.be
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