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Things to do in Belo Horizonte

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures that define Belo Horizonte's skyline and urban identity, showcasing both historical significance and
modern architecture.

Memorial Minas Gerais - Vale Top Pick  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

QR code to map location
Map

A stunning modern complex combining museum, theater, and cultural space. Features permanent exhibitions on Minas Gerais history
and rotating contemporary art. The architecture itself is an attraction, with bold geometric design overlooking the city.

Prédio da Prefeitura (City Hall) Notable

30 minutes No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

An architectural masterpiece located in Praça Rio Branco, this Art Deco building serves as the administrative heart of Belo Horizonte.
Built in the 1930s, it represents the city's modernist ambitions and urban planning vision under Aarão Reis.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit City Hall early morning to avoid crowds
Check Memorial MG's schedule for special exhibitions
Best photography times are late afternoon for golden light
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Museums & Galleries

World-class cultural institutions featuring everything from modern art to natural history, housed in both contemporary and
historic buildings throughout the city.

Museu de Arte de Belo Horizonte (MABH) Must See

2 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Innovative museum in Praça da Liberdade featuring contemporary Brazilian art alongside international works. The building showcases
minimalist design, with exhibitions spanning paintings, sculptures, photography, and video installations from leading artists.

Museu de Arte da Pampulha (MAP) Must See

2 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Housed in a modernist masterpiece designed by Oscar Niemeyer, this museum presents modern Brazilian art in stunning lakeside
setting. The building is as important as the collection, featuring clean lines and integration with nature.

Museu Mineiro Top Pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Dedicated to preserving the cultural heritage of Minas Gerais, this museum showcases sacred art, furniture, textiles, and historical
documents. Located in a restored colonial palace, it offers insights into the region's baroque period and colonial legacy.

Instituto Tomie Ohtake Top Pick  Book Ahead

1.5 hours Book Ahead

QR code to map location
Map

Contemporary art institution featuring cutting-edge exhibitions, performances, and cultural events. Known for supporting emerging
artists and experimental work, with multiple galleries across several floors of modern architecture.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

MAP and MABH both offer free admission on certain weekdays
Check exhibitions calendar before visiting to see current shows
Museums typically close on Mondays; verify hours online
Combine visits with nearby attractions in Pampulha district
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Religious Sites

Spiritual landmarks showcasing architectural styles from baroque to modernist, reflecting Belo Horizonte's evolution and
religious heritage.

Igreja da Pampulha Must See

45 minutes No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Modernist church designed by Oscar Niemeyer with murals by Athos Bulcão and sculptures by Aleijadinho. A UNESCO-recognized
example of modern religious architecture, located in the scenic Pampulha district near the artificial lake.

Catedral Metropolitana Top Pick

30 minutes No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Iconic circular cathedral with striking modernist architecture, completed in 1958. The interior features impressive stained glass
windows and can accommodate thousands. Located in the city center near Praça da Liberdade.

Santuário da Padroeira Notable

1 hour No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Important pilgrimage site dedicated to Nossa Senhora da Conceição, featuring religious artifacts and offering panoramic views of the
city. Serves as both spiritual center and lookout point on elevated terrain.

Tips for Religious Sites

Respect dress codes when visiting active churches
Photography may be restricted during services
The Pampulha churches are best visited together as a group
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Parks & Gardens

Green spaces offering respite from urban energy, featuring landscaped gardens, walking trails, and recreational areas
perfect for picnics and outdoor activities.

Parque Municipal das Mangabeiras Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Expansive urban park with panoramic city views from the summit, featuring hiking trails, picnic areas, and lush vegetation. The
elevated position provides excellent photo opportunities of Belo Horizonte's skyline and surrounding mountains.

Lagoa da Pampulha Must See

2 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Beautiful artificial lake surrounded by landscaped grounds, museums, and recreational facilities. Perfect for walking, cycling, or simply
enjoying nature with views of the surrounding modernist architecture and mountains.

Parque das Aguas Top Pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Modern urban park with walking trails, water features, and amphitheater for events. Recent renovations have added contemporary
design elements while preserving natural landscape. Popular for jogging, families, and outdoor events.

Parque Dr. Camilo Chaves Notable

1 hour No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Serene botanical garden with diverse plant species, water features, and peaceful walking paths. Ideal for nature lovers and
photographers seeking intimate garden experiences away from busier attractions.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Visit parks early morning for best light and fewer crowds
Bring sunscreen and water for extended park visits
Pampulha offers the most comprehensive experience with multiple attractions
Many parks have jogging trails and are popular with locals
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Squares & Streets

Public spaces that serve as cultural and social hubs, featuring street art, cafés, street performers, and the pulse of urban
life.

Praça da Liberdade Must See

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Heart of Belo Horizonte's cultural district, surrounded by museums, cultural centers, and historic buildings. The square itself features
modernist design with open space for events, markets, and gatherings. Excellent people-watching and architectural exploration.

Praça Rio Branco Top Pick

1 hour No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Historic square featuring the City Hall building and surrounded by commercial and cultural spaces. Important landmark in downtown
Belo Horizonte with street vendors, cafés, and constant activity reflecting the city's energy.

Rua Santa Catarina Top Pick

2 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Pedestrian shopping street lined with boutiques, restaurants, and cafés. Recently revitalized with improved infrastructure, street art,
and seating areas. Popular meeting place combining commerce with social gathering space.

Tips for Squares & Streets

Visit public squares in late afternoon for best energy and light
Check local event calendars for street fairs and markets
Rua Santa Catarina is best walked unhurried, stopping at cafés
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Distinct districts each with unique character, offering local cuisine, street art, boutique shopping, and authentic glimpses
of Belo Horizonte's diverse communities.

Savassi Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Upscale neighborhood featuring trendy restaurants, boutique shops, galleries, and nightlife venues. Known for its cosmopolitan
atmosphere, contemporary art scene, and concentration of cafés and wine bars. Great for dining and evening entertainment.

Pampulha Must See

Full day No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Modern district centered around the artificial lake, featuring museums, parks, restaurants, and residential areas with architecture
spanning from Oscar Niemeyer's modernist designs to contemporary constructions. Most comprehensive tourism experience in one
area.

Funcionários Top Pick

2 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Bohemian neighborhood with vintage shops, street art, independent galleries, and alternative venues. Home to emerging artists and
creative spaces, offering a more eclectic and unconventional Belo Horizonte experience.

Centro Histórico Top Pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Downtown area with historic buildings, traditional commerce, street food vendors, and local culture. More authentic than tourist areas,
offering real city atmosphere and traditional Minas Gerais cuisine restaurants.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Savassi is best at night for restaurant and nightlife experience
Funcionários offers authentic street art; walk with curiosity
Pampulha requires a full day to experience properly
Use taxis or rideshare between neighborhoods for safety and convenience
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Fountains & Public Art

Contemporary and traditional sculptures, murals, and installations that transform the cityscape into an open-air gallery,
showcasing local and international artistic talent.

Street Art in Funcionários District Top Pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Extensive murals and graffiti art covering building facades throughout the neighborhood. Constantly evolving work by local and
international street artists creates an ever-changing outdoor gallery reflecting contemporary themes and social commentary.

Sculptures at Praça da Liberdade Top Pick

1 hour No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Modern sculptures and public art installations throughout the square and surrounding cultural complex. Works by renowned Brazilian
artists create focal points for photography and contemplation in the heart of the cultural district.

Tips for Fountains & Public Art

Street art changes regularly; return for new discoveries
Photography is encouraged; share art on social media with proper credit
Guided street art tours available through local companies
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and organized activities ranging from architectural tours to food tastings, offering deeper
engagement with the city's culture and history.

Pampulha Architectural Tour Must See  Book Ahead

3 hours Book Ahead

Guided tour of Oscar Niemeyer's modernist complex including churches, museums, and landscape design. Expert guides provide
historical context and architectural insights into this UNESCO-recognized site representing Brazil's modern movement.

Street Food & Culinary Tours Top Pick  Book Ahead

3 hours Book Ahead

Led tours through downtown and Funcionários neighborhoods sampling local street food, traditional Minas Gerais dishes, and visiting
family-run restaurants. Knowledgeable guides share food history and connect visitors with local food culture.

Museum & Cultural Day Tour Top Pick  Book Ahead

4-5 hours Book Ahead

Comprehensive guided experience combining multiple museums, cultural centers, and historical sites with professional art historical
commentary. Customizable itineraries based on interests and available time.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book tours in advance, especially popular Pampulha tours
Food tours work best with an appetite and flexible stomach
Many tour operators offer hotel pickup included
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Day Trips & Excursions

Nearby destinations offering natural attractions, historical sites, and unique experiences within easy driving distance from
Belo Horizonte.

Ouro Preto Must See

Full day No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

UNESCO World Heritage site located 90 minutes from Belo Horizonte, featuring colonial architecture, baroque churches, and gold
mining history. Winding streets reveal centuries-old buildings, museums, and historic squares in mountainous terrain. Essential for
understanding Minas Gerais heritage.

Congonhas Must See

4 hours No Booking Needed

QR code to map location
Map

Home to Aleijadinho's famous Twelve Apostles sculptures at the Basilica of Bom Jesus, located 60 minutes away. Important baroque
pilgrimage site with stunning religious art and mountain views. Compact and easily visited as half-day trip combined with other
destinations.

Inhotim Contemporary Art Museum Must See  Book Ahead

4-5 hours Book Ahead

QR code to map location
Map

World-class contemporary art institution 45 minutes south featuring international and Brazilian artists in landscape setting.
Combination of gallery spaces and site-specific installations requires leisurely exploration among lush gardens and outdoor sculpture
parks.

Serra da Moeda Top Pick  Book Ahead

4 hours Book Ahead

QR code to map location
Map

Mountain range 50 minutes away popular for paragliding, hang gliding, and hiking. Provides panoramic views across Minas Gerais
landscape with adventure sports opportunities and nature exploration for active travelers.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Ouro Preto and Inhotim can be combined for extended trip
Rent a car or book organized tour for convenient transportation
Leave early to maximize daylight hours
Bring water, sunscreen, and comfortable walking shoes
Pack layers for mountain areas with variable temperatures

Practical Information

Best Time to Visit Belo Horizonte

Overall Season: March to May (Autumn) and September to November (Spring) offer ideal conditions with moderate
temperatures and lower rainfall.

Weather by Season:
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Summer (December-February):  Hot and humid with frequent afternoon thunderstorms. Temperatures 25-28°C
(77-82°F). Vegetation is lush but streets can be crowded.
Autumn (March-May): Ideal season with pleasant temperatures 18-25°C (64-77°F) and less rainfall. Perfect for
outdoor activities.
Winter (June-August): Cool and dry with temperatures 12-22°C (54-72°F). Nights can be cold, days sunny and
clear. Great for exploring without rain interruptions.
Spring (September-November):  Excellent period with warming temperatures 20-26°C (68-79°F) and blooming
flowers. Morning fog common in mountainous areas.

Special Considerations: Belo Horizonte sits at 850m elevation, resulting in cooler temperatures than coastal Brazil.
Even in summer, evenings require a light jacket. November-March experiences highest rainfall with afternoon
thunderstorms typical.

Getting Around Belo Horizonte

Metro System (CBTU): Efficient rapid transit with single line covering major districts. Operates daily with frequent trains.
Cards available for multiple rides at reduced rates.

Bus Network (BHTRANS): Extensive system covering entire city. Reliable and inexpensive, though navigation requires
planning. English signage limited.

Taxis & Ride-Sharing: Abundant taxis with meters (insist on use). Uber and local apps widely available, often cheaper
than traditional taxis and more comfortable for visitors.

Walking: City center, Savassi, and Praça da Liberdade are pedestrian-friendly with good infrastructure. Other areas
require transportation between neighborhoods.

Car Rental: Available at airport for day trips. Left-hand traffic drive, Brazilian drivers can be aggressive. Parking in
neighborhoods is generally feasible.

Airport Transfer: Tancredo Neves International Airport (CNF) is 40km north. Pre-arranged transfers, taxis, buses, and
rideshare apps available. Journey takes 45-60 minutes depending on traffic.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Tancredo Neves International Airport (Confins) (CNF)  to city center:

Move Bus (Executivo): Airport shuttle bus running every 20-30 minutes to Belo Horizonte's central bus station
and Savassi district in about 50 minutes, R$45
Taxi: Fixed-rate taxi from the airport rank to downtown Belo Horizonte in roughly 45-60 minutes, around R$180
Ride-hailing (Uber/99): App-based ride to the city center takes about 45-60 minutes depending on traffic,
typically R$120-150
Private transfer van: Pre-booked door-to-door transfer to hotels in the city or Pampulha region in about 50
minutes, from R$150 per vehicle

Shopping in Belo Horizonte

Contemporary Shopping: Modern malls offer international and local brands. Beagá Shopping, BH Shopping, and
Mangabeira Shopping are primary destinations with restaurants and entertainment.

Street Shopping: Rua Santa Catarina is the main pedestrian shopping street with mix of chains and independent
retailers. Historic atmosphere with local flavor.

Neighborhoods: Savassi offers upscale boutiques and designer shops. Funcionários features vintage stores, independent
galleries, and craft shops. Centro has traditional commerce and street vendors.

Markets: Feira Hippie (Sunday market) in Praça da Liberdade sells crafts, art, and artisan goods. Street markets appear
regularly for seasonal products.

Local Products: Minas Gerais cheese, cachaça (local sugarcane spirit), artisan crafts, and stone products make excellent
souvenirs. Buy from established vendors for quality assurance.
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Bargaining: Not customary in shops or malls. Street vendors and markets may negotiate on prices, but gently. Always
agree on price before purchasing from informal vendors.

Annual Events & Festivals

Carnival (February/March): Belo Horizonte celebrates with parades, street parties, and samba competitions
throughout the city, though Ouro Preto nearby hosts more famous carnival festivities.
Aniversário de Belo Horizonte (December 12):  City's founding date celebrated with cultural events, concerts,
and street festivals throughout the city.
Festa da Música (April/May):  Music festival with performances across multiple venues featuring Brazilian and
international artists.
Bienal de Arte (Biennial): Contemporary art exhibition showcasing emerging and established artists, held
alternating years at various venues.
Festival de Cinema (September/October):  International film festival with screenings of documentaries,
features, and shorts at cultural centers.
Festa Literária (Various Dates):  Literature festivals and book fairs featuring Brazilian and international authors.
National Holidays: Independence Day (September 7), Christmas (December 25), New Year (January 1) - shops
close but attractions often remain open.

Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1: Cultural Heart of the City

Morning (8-11am): Start at Praça da Liberdade, explore surrounding cultural complex. Visit Museu de Arte de Belo
Horizonte (MABH) or Museu Mineiro.

Lunch (11am-1pm): Café or restaurant in Savassi neighborhood, sampling local cuisine.

Afternoon (1-5pm): Explore Savassi's galleries, boutique shops, and street art. Walk through the refined urban
landscape.

Evening (5pm+): Return to Praça da Liberdade for sunset views, then dinner at traditional Minas Gerais restaurant in
Centro Histórico.

Day 2: Modernist Architecture & Pampulha District

Morning (9am-12pm): Guided tour of Pampulha complex - Igreja, museums, and Oscar Niemeyer architecture.

Lunch (12-1:30pm): Lakeside restaurant with views of Lagoa da Pampulha.

Afternoon (1:30-5pm): Explore Museu de Arte da Pampulha (MAP) and remaining museums. Walk around lake for
photography.

Evening (5pm+): Dinner in Savassi, exploring wine bars and contemporary restaurants.

Day 3: Street Art & Bohemian Culture

Morning (9-11am): Walking tour of street art in Funcionários district with local artist guide.

Late Morning (11am-1pm): Vintage shopping and gallery exploration in Funcionários.

Lunch (1-2:30pm): Small restaurant or café discovered during walk, featuring local specialties.

Afternoon (2:30-5pm): Visit alternative galleries, artist studios, or contemporary art spaces in neighborhood.

Evening (5pm+): Dinner at bohemian restaurant, possibly with live music performance.

Day 4: Nature & Mountain Views

Early Morning (7-9am): Hike at Parque Municipal das Mangabeiras for sunrise and panoramic city views.
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Late Morning (9-11am): Return for light breakfast at nearby café.

Midday (11am-1pm): Visit Parque das Aguas for walking trails and water features.

Lunch (1-2:30pm): Picnic at park or nearby restaurant.

Afternoon (2:30-5pm): Botanical gardens or Lagoa da Pampulha for serene exploration.

Evening (5pm+): Sunset dinner with city views from elevated restaurant.

Day 5: Day Trip to Ouro Preto

Early Morning (7-8am): Depart from Belo Horizonte via organized tour or rental car (90-minute drive).

Morning-Afternoon (9am-4pm):  Explore Ouro Preto's winding streets, baroque churches, museums, and historic
squares. Visit Igreja de São Francisco and other architectural landmarks.

Lunch (12-1:30pm): Traditional Minas Gerais restaurant in historic center.

Afternoon (1:30-4pm): Continue exploration, visit mines or additional museums.

Evening (4pm+): Return to Belo Horizonte (arrive by 6pm), dinner in city center.

Best Photography Locations

Praça da Liberdade (Golden Hour):  Late afternoon light illuminates modernist buildings and monuments. Sunset
creates dramatic shadows across the square. Best time: 4:30-6:30pm.

Parque Municipal das Mangabeiras (Sunrise/Sunset):  Elevated viewpoint offers panoramic city vista. Morning fog
creates atmospheric images; sunset light bathes city in warm tones. Arrive early for best light and parking.

Lagoa da Pampulha (Morning Light):  Reflection shots of museums and surrounding architecture. Early morning light is
soft and creates mirror-like water reflections. Church architecture particularly photogenic at 7-8am.

Funcionários Street Art (Overcast Days):  Murals photograph better in diffused light without harsh shadows. Cloud
cover provides even illumination. Walk entire neighborhood for diverse compositions.

Catedral Metropolitana (Night):  Architectural lighting highlights circular design. Night photography captures
illuminated facade and surrounding city lights. Best after dark, 7pm onward.

Savassi Neighborhood (Late Afternoon):  Urban scenes with street life and architectural details. Evening light
enhances textures and creates dynamic shadows. 4-6pm ideal for street photography.

Rua Santa Catarina (Various Times):  Pedestrian street activity peaks mid-afternoon. Street-level photography
captures local atmosphere and urban energy. 2-5pm most vibrant.

Electrical Information

Voltage: Brazil uses 110V and 220V depending on location. Belo Horizonte primarily uses 110V-120V, but some areas
have 220V. Check with hotel or establishment.

Frequency: 60Hz (same as North America).

Plug Types: Brazil uses Type N plugs (three round pins in triangular arrangement). This is different from North American,
European, and most international standards.

Adapters & Converters: Universal adapters are essential for visitors from other countries. Type N specific adapters
available at airport, hotels, and electronics stores in Brazil. Recommend bringing from home or purchasing before arrival.

Voltage Considerations: Electronics designed for 110V work fine. Dual-voltage devices (100-240V) are safest. Single
voltage 220V devices may be damaged on 110V circuits without proper converters.
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Where to Buy: Airport duty-free shops, electronics stores in malls, and hotel concierge can provide adapters. Quality
varies; bring backup from home if possible.

Food & Dining Guide

Must-Try Dishes:

Pão de Queijo: Ubiquitous cheese bread rolls, best eaten warm from bakeries. Perfect breakfast or snack.
Feijoada: Black bean stew with pork, traditional Brazilian comfort food. Rich and hearty, typically served with rice,
orange, and farofa.
Frango com Milho: Chicken with corn, signature Minas Gerais dish combining simple ingredients with flavorful
execution.
Tutu à Mineira: Bean purée with bacon and vegetables, authentic regional specialty.
Broa: Cornmeal cake served with white cheese and guava jam, sweet treat typical of Minas.
Bolo de Fubá: Cornmeal cake, traditional bakery item for breakfast or afternoon coffee.
Doce de Leite: Dulce de leche (milk caramel), beloved sweet either as spread or standalone confection.

Dining Experiences: Savassi offers fine dining and international cuisine. Centro Histórico features traditional, authentic
Minas Gerais cooking at lower prices. Street vendors sell pão de queijo, pastel (fried pastries), and tropical fruit. Markets
offer fresh produce, cheese, and regional specialties.

Dining Tips: Lunch (11am-2pm) is largest meal with fixed-price options (prato feito) at good value. Dinner starts after
7:30pm. Tipping 10% is customary but not required. Water is safe from tap; bottled water widely available. Coffee culture
strong - espresso (cafezinho) served in small cups.

Tourist Passes

Belo Horizonte City Pass

Overview: Integrated pass providing discounted entry to major museums and attractions plus transportation benefits.

Included: Reduced admission to MABH, Museu Mineiro, MAP, and other cultural institutions. Metro and bus transportation
discounts available with some passes.

Validity: Typically valid 24-72 hours depending on option purchased. Single or multi-day options available.

Value: Best for visiting 3+ museums in short timeframe. Calculate your specific itinerary to confirm savings.
QR code to www.pbh.gov.br

www.pbh.gov.br

Inhotim Museum Pass

Overview: Annual membership or day passes for world-class contemporary art museum and landscape experience.

Day Pass: Full access to galleries, exhibitions, and grounds. Includes access to all site-specific installations and artist
works distributed across landscape.

Annual Membership: Unlimited visits, invitations to special events, priority access to new exhibitions.

Value: Worth 2+ visits if repeat travel to region planned. Day pass offers exceptional value for comprehensive art
experience.

QR code to www.inhotim.org.br
www.inhotim.org.br
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