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Things to do in Xi'an

Ancient & Historical Sites

Xi'an is home to some of the world's most significant archaeological treasures, including the famous Terracotta Army and
ancient imperial sites that shaped Chinese civilization.

Must See
Terracotta Army (Mausoleum of Qin Shi Huang)
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

UNESCO World Heritage site featuring thousands of life-sized terracotta soldiers buried to protect China's first emperor in the
afterlife. Discover three excavation pits revealing detailed warriors, horses, and chariots from 210 BCE. This extraordinary
archaeological marvel showcases ancient craftsmanship and military organization unlike anything else in the world.

Must See
City Wall of Xi'an
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The world's best-preserved ancient city wall stretches 13.7 km around Xi'an's city center. Built in the Ming Dynasty (1370), it
features 98 watchtowers, 18 gates, and breathtaking views. Walk, bike, or ride the wall for stunning vistas of both ancient and modern
Xi'an blending together in perfect harmony.

Top Pick
Mausoleum of Qin Shi Huang

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The monumental burial site of China's first emperor covers 56 square kilometers. The main tumulus remains largely unexcavated,
preserving mysteries of the underground palace. Explore the museum, gardens, and the famous pit containing the terracotta warriors
guarding the emperor's eternal resting place.

Tips for Ancient & Historical Sites

e Book terracotta army tickets online to skip queues

e Wear comfortable walking shoes for the city wall

e Visit early morning to avoid crowds and heat

e Hire an English-speaking guide for deeper historical insight
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Religious Sites

Xi'an's spiritual heritage spans Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism and Islam, reflected in magnificent temples, pagodas and
mosques that have endured centuries.

Must See

Big Goose Pagoda (Dayan Pagoda)
2 hours No Booking Needed

This iconic Tang Dynasty Buddhist pagoda stands 64 meters tall and was built in 652 CE to house Buddhist sutras brought from
India. The seven-story brick structure features intricate carvings and architectural details. Climb to the top for sweeping views of Xi'an
and experience the serene Buddhist temple complex surrounding it.

Top Pick
Small Goose Pagoda (Xiaoen Temple)
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Built in 707 CE, this elegant Buddhist pagoda originally stood 15 stories but was reduced to 13 by earthquake damage. The
intimate temple compound houses a museum of Buddhist statuary and ancient manuscripts. The quieter atmosphere compared to Big
Goose Pagoda makes it ideal for peaceful reflection and photography.

Top Pick
Great Mosque of Xi'an (Qingzhen Dasi)
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

One of China's oldest and largest Islamic mosques, built during the Tang Dynasty. This architectural fusion of Islamic and Chinese
design features stunning courtyards, pavilions, and calligraphy. The peaceful gardens and library offer respite while showcasing 1,400
years of Islamic heritage in the heart of Xi'an.

Notable
Shaanxi Daoist Temple (Chongyang Palace)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

An ancient Daoist temple complex featuring traditional architecture, serene courtyards, and philosophical teachings. The temple
preserves rare Daoist scriptures and artwork while maintaining active spiritual practices. Visitors can experience meditative gardens
and learn about Daoist philosophy in this tranquil setting.

Tips for Religious Sites

Remove shoes before entering temples and mosques

Dress respectfully when visiting religious sites

Best light for photography at early morning or sunset

Attend morning prayers at the Great Mosque to experience living worship
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Museums & Galleries

Xi'an's museums house invaluable treasures from thousands of years of Chinese history, including bronze vessels, scrolls,
pottery and imperial artifacts.

Must See Book Ahead
Shaanxi History Museum
2-3 hours Book Ahead

One of China's premier museums showcasing 3,000+ years of Shaanxi history through 18 exhibition halls. Marvel at bronze
vessels, Tang Dynasty ceramics, Tang Dynasty figurines, and ancient manuscripts. The Zhou Dynasty bronzes collection is
internationally renowned. Free admission (book in advance) and excellent English signage make it essential for understanding Xi'an's
cultural significance.

Must See
Terracotta Army Museum
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Located at the Qin Shi Huang mausoleum, this comprehensive museum chronicles the discovery and restoration of the
terracotta warriors. Watch fascinating documentaries, examine reconstruction techniques, and view armor-clad statues up close.
Interactive exhibits explain the military formation, weaponry, and daily life of Qin Dynasty soldiers with remarkable detail and artistry.

Top Pick
Xi'an Museum
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

This modern museum focuses on Xi'an's role in China's development from the Zhou Dynasty through the Tang Dynasty. Highlights
include Tang Dynasty tri-colored pottery, silk artifacts, and coins from the ancient Silk Road. The adjacent Xi'an City Square offers
beautiful views of the modern city contrasting with ancient heritage.

Hanyang Ling Museum (Han Dynasty Mausoleum)

TN e

E—— 2 hours No Booking Needed

Explore the tomb of Emperor Jing of Han with underground corridors displaying thousands of pottery figurines, vessels, and jade
artifacts. The museum's innovative glass-floored galleries allow visitors to view excavations in real time, experiencing archaeological
methods directly. This lesser-known gem offers intimate insights into Han Dynasty royal life.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Book Shaanxi History Museum in advance (free but limited daily tickets)
e Hire an audio guide for museum context

e Photography policies vary—check before taking photos

e Visit museums in the morning for fewer crowds and better energy
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Parks & Gardens

Green oases throughout Xi'an provide peaceful retreats with traditional Chinese landscaping, historic sites, and beautiful
natural scenery.

Top Pick
Tang West Market (Tang Xi Market)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A reconstruction of the famous Tang Dynasty wholesale market that once thrived on the Silk Road. This open-air park features
replica shops, restaurants, and cultural performances staged in authentic architectural settings. Visitors can browse silk, ceramics, and
traditional crafts while experiencing Tang Dynasty commerce and culture in an immersive outdoor museum.

Top Pick
Dragon Slope Park (Longyuewan Park)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A scenic hillside park offering panoramic views of Xi'an and the surrounding plains. Walking trails wind through landscaped gardens,
ancient cypress trees, and natural vegetation. The park's elevated vantage point provides excellent sunset photography opportunities
and peaceful respite from urban bustle while overlooking the city's blend of ancient and modern architecture.

Top Pick
Forest of Steles Museum (Beilin Museum)
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

The world's most prestigious collection of historical stone tablets and sculptures with over 3,000 steles spanning two millennia.
These carved stones feature calligraphy, Buddhist sculptures, and historical inscriptions showcasing Chinese artistic development. The
tranquil courtyards and museum galleries provide an unexpected haven for art appreciation within Xi'an.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

o Visit parks early morning for peaceful walks and photography

e Bring water and sun protection for outdoor exploration

e Dragon Slope Park is ideal for sunset viewing

e Forest of Steles requires calm appreciation—uvisit on weekdays if possible
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Discover authentic Xi'an in vibrant neighborhoods where locals live, traditional crafts persist, and street food captures
centuries of culinary tradition.

Must See
Muslim Quarter (Hui People District)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Xi'an's historic Islamic enclave buzzes with energy from dawn until late night. Narrow alleyways showcase traditional architecture,
the Great Mosque at its heart, and dozens of family-run restaurants serving famous Muslim cuisine. Street vendors sell lamb skewers,
yangrou paomo, biangbiang noodles and regional specialties. This authentic neighborhood reveals Xi'an's multicultural Silk Road
heritage while offering genuine local experiences.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Tang Paradise (Tang West Market Culture Park)
3-4 hours Book Ahead

An immersive Tang Dynasty theme park featuring reconstructed palaces, markets, and streets from the 7th-10th centuries. Watch
traditional performances including dance, music, and martial arts shows that showcase imperial court entertainment. Visitors can wear
Tang-era costumes for photos and experience elaborate Tang Dynasty banquets with authentic historical cuisine in gorgeous garden
settings.

Top Pick
Jinsui Lane (Pedestrian Cultural Street)

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A charming restored Ming and Qing Dynasty street featuring traditional wooden shop fronts and architectural details. This
pedestrian area showcases local artisans, teahouses, bookstores, and galleries preserving traditional crafts. The atmospheric narrow
lane transports visitors back centuries while providing authentic shopping, dining, and cultural experiences without the intense crowds
of the Muslim Quarter.

Top Pick
South Gate & Zhongguo Lane
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The atmospheric area near Xi'an's ancient South Gate blends traditional and modern local culture. Zhongguo Lane features small
museums, traditional tea houses, and casual dining establishments where locals gather. Street-level energy captures authentic Xi'an
daily life—from morning tai chi in nearby squares to evening strolls along the city wall above.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

e Visit Muslim Quarter in evening for bustling energy and street food scene
e Arrive hungry—street food portions are large and prices minimal

e Be respectful of active mosque spaces and religious observances

e Jinsui Lane offers a quieter alternative to crowded Muslim Quarter

mycitytravelguide.com
Xi'an Travel Guide - China




Tours & Activities

Enhance your Xi'an visit through guided tours, adventure activities and interactive experiences led by knowledgeable local
guides.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Guided Historical City Tours
4-8 hours Book Ahead

Professional guides lead comprehensive tours covering major attractions with historical context and insider knowledge. Options
range from half-day (City Wall & Muslim Quarter) to full-day (Terracotta Army & Mausoleum) to multi-day itineraries (Silk Road
archaeological sites). English-speaking guides provide cultural insights, answer detailed questions, and customize routes based on
interests. Skip-the-line access to popular attractions is often included.

Top Pick
City Wall Biking Tour
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Rent bicycles and pedal along Xi'an's 13.7 km ancient city wall in 2-3 hours. This leisurely activity offers panoramic city views, fresh
air, and intimate exploration of watchtowers and gates. Multiple rental locations, reasonable rates, and scenic photo opportunities
make this an accessible way to experience the wall's full magnificence. Easy pace suitable for all fitness levels.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Traditional Calligraphy & Painting Workshops
2-3 hours Book Ahead

.

Hands-on classes in Chinese calligraphy and traditional brush painting taught by local artists. Participants learn proper brush
technique, ink control, and character composition while creating their own artwork to take home. Sessions accommodate complete
beginners and provide meditative cultural immersion. Many workshops combine instruction with tea ceremony and philosophical
discussion of artistic principles.

Notable
Silk Road Archaeological Tours
2-3 days Book Ahead

Multi-day expeditions exploring the Silk Road's history beyond Xi'an to nearby ancient sites including Hanyang Ling, Weiyang
Palace ruins, and Buddhist cave temples. Expert guides discuss trade routes, cultural exchange, and artifact discoveries. These
immersive tours combine sightseeing with scholarly depth, ideal for history enthusiasts wanting to understand Xi'an's role in
connecting ancient civilizations across continents.
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Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book tours through hotels or reputable agencies with English-speaking guides
e Bike tours early morning avoid afternoon heat

Calligraphy workshops require advance booking—popular with tourists

o Wear comfortable shoes for walking-intensive tours
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Day Trips & Excursions

Venture beyond Xi'an to explore nearby archaeological wonders, scenic mountains, and cultural sites that reveal Shaanxi's
diverse heritage.

Top Pick
Hua Mountain (Huashan)
8-10 hours No Booking Needed

A dramatic sacred mountain 120 km east of Xi'an featuring one of China's most thrilling hiking trails with narrow paths carved into
cliff faces. Brave adventurers traverse via chains bolted to near-vertical stone walls with thousand-meter drops alongside. The summit
offers sweeping views, ancient temples, and sunrise/sunset spectacles. Cable car option available for less daring visitors seeking
mountain peak experiences.

Top Pick
Yangling Mausoleum of Emperors Jing & Liu

3 hours No Booking Needed

An important Han Dynasty royal cemetery 50 km north of Xi'an preserving tombs of Emperor Jing and Empress Wang with
thousands of pottery figurines and burial treasures. The museum displays remarkable collections reflecting imperial life, warfare,
agriculture, and astronomy. Underground viewing areas allow direct observation of archaeological excavation techniques and artifact
preservation methods.

Notable
Mei County Ink Stone Cultural Park
5 hours No Booking Needed

Explore the world's most famous ink stone production region in Mei County, 90 km from Xi'an. Learn traditional ink stone
carving techniques passed down for over 1,000 years. Artisans demonstrate craftsmanship while visitors can purchase authentic
stones and observe quality distinctions. The park educates about ink stone history in Chinese calligraphy and artistic traditions
spanning centuries.
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Notable
i Weiyang Palace Ruins (Former Imperial Palace)
1 2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Vast archaeological site of ancient Han Dynasty imperial palace 15 km northwest of downtown Xi'an. Though only ruins and
earthen mounds remain, exhibits and museums reconstruct the palace's original magnificence through artifacts and architectural
plans. The expansive grounds provide peaceful walks while visitors contemplate imperial grandeur and archaeological revelation of
lost civilizations.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Rent a car or join organized tours for day trips from Xi'an

¢ Hua Mountain hike requires good fithess—start before dawn

e Cable car up Hua Mountain costs extra but saves 2 hours of hiking
e Bring sun protection and water for outdoor day trips

mycitytravelguide.com
Xi'an Travel Guide - China




Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Xi'an, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4%).

Must See
Chang'an Snack Boothxxx %% 4.9 (20)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Chang'an Snack Booth is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.9% from 20 reviews. Located at 4AWXW+J42, Zao He Lu,
I Chang An Qu, Xi An Shi, Shan Xi Sheng, China, 710100.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Must See
Zui Chang'an (Belfry Branch)xxx %% 4.7 (21)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Zui Chang'an (Belfry Branch) is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.7% from 21 reviews. Located at China, 7, Bei Lin Qu, Nan
Yuan Men Jie Dao, Zhu Ba Shi, 70 CN 1] 0O OO 1 710008.

Must See
Haidilao Hot Potkxkxx %% 4.7 (33)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Haidilao Hot Pot is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.7% from 33 reviews. Located at Xincheng, Xi'An, China, 710005.

Must See
Isola Del Nord (Belfry Branch)xxx %% 4.6 (65)

O]
b r
ey,
¥
1-2 hours No Booking Needed =]

Isola Del Nord (Belfry Branch) is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.6% from 65 reviews. Located at China, Xi An Shi, Lian Hu
Qu,00 CNOO OO OO0 00 110000 BO IO  :710003.
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Must See
3rd Sister Dumplingsxxx%x%x 4.6 (117)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

3rd Sister Dumplings is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.6% from 117 reviews. Located at China, Shan Xi Sheng, Xi An Shi,
Bei Lin Qu, (1111 Dong Mu Tou Shi, 192[1TT11T] 1 : 710008.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 10:30 AM - 10:00 PM

Must See

Fanji Braised Meat In Preserved Saucexxx%x% 4.6 (55)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Fanji Braised Meat In Preserved Sauce is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.6% from 55 reviews. Located at 7W5V+5FH, Zhu Ba
Shi, [IT0 Bei Lin Qu, Xi An Shi, Shan Xi Sheng, China, 710008.

Top Pick
Redfort Indian Restaurantxxx %+ 4.3 (38)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Redfort Indian Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.3% from 38 reviews. Located at Lianhu District, Xi'An, China,
710071.

Top Pick
Old Xi'an Restaurantsxxx % 4.2 (20)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Old Xi'an Restaurants is a highly-rated restaurant in Xi'an, rated 4.2% from 20 reviews. Located at 97PP+X88, Qin Tang Da Dao, Lin
Tong Qu, Xi An Shi, Shan Xi Sheng, China, 710611.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Sunday: 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM
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Practical Information

Best Time to Visit Xi'an

Xi'an experiences four distinct seasons with visiting advantages throughout the year:

Season Weather Characteristics
. Pleasant temperatures, blooming flowers, moderate humidity. Peak tourist season

Spring 15-25°C (59- . Lo :

with crowds at major sites. Cherry blossoms and peach blossoms create scenic
(Mar-May) 77°F)

beauty.

Hot and occasionally rainy. Lower tourism numbers provide easier access to
Summer 20-34°C (68- . . . . . . .

attractions. Early morning visits essential to beat heat. Consider air-conditioned
(Jun-Aug) 93°F) .

museums during afternoons.

Ideal season—clear skies, comfortable temperatures, excellent visibility for
Autumn 13-27°C (55- . . .
(Sep-Nov) 81°F) photography. Golden foliage and sunny days. Peak season with substantial crowds.

P Highly recommended for most visitors.
. Cold, dry, occasional snow. Fewer tourists mean shorter queues. Less ideal for

Winter 0-10°C (32- o . . . L

outdoor activities but excellent for sightseeing without crowds. Heating in
(Dec-Feb) 50°F) . .

attractions provides comfort.

Avoid visiting during Chinese New Year (Jan-Feb) and National Day (Oct 1) weeks when China's entire population travels
and attractions become overwhelmingly crowded.

Getting Around Xi'an

Xianyang International Airport: Located 25 km northwest. Airport bus, taxi, and ride-sharing services connect to city
center (45-60 minutes, ¥25-40). Most convenient for visitors.

Metro System: Xi'an's metro network includes four operational lines covering major tourist sites. Modern, clean, and
extremely affordable (¥2-3 per ride). English signage and international payment options available. Lines include:

e Line 1: Connects city center, passes near Shaanxi History Museum

e Line 2: Loops around city wall, serves Big Goose Pagoda and downtown
¢ Line 3: Reaches north areas and transport hubs

e Line 4: Newest line under expansion

Buses: Extensive bus network covers entire city with frequent service. Fare cards available offering significant discounts.
Less convenient for non-Chinese speakers but economical.

Taxis & Ride-Sharing: Yellow taxis affordable and widely available. Didi Chuxing (Chinese Uber) offers app-based rides
with English interface. Negotiate meter or use app to ensure fair pricing with taxis.

Bicycle Rental: Hundreds of public bike-sharing stations throughout city. Rent daily for city exploration at minimal cost.
City wall cycling particularly popular.

Long-Distance Travel: High-speed trains connect Xi'an to Beijing (5.5 hours), Shanghai (10 hours), Chengdu (5 hours)
and other major cities. Xi'‘an North and Xi'an stations are major hubs with extensive English signage and booking
assistance.

* Airport Transfer

Xi'an Xianyang International Airport (XIY) to city center:
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o Airport Metro Line: Runs to North Railway Station connecting with Metro Line 14 into downtown in about 40
minutes, fare around 10 RMB

o Airport Shuttle Bus Line 1: Direct service to the Melody Hotel near the Bell Tower in roughly 60 minutes, fare
about 25 RMB

e Taxi: Metered ride to the city center takes about 45 minutes and costs approximately 130-150 RMB

¢ Private Transfer: Pre-booked car service to your hotel takes about 45 minutes and costs around 220-280 RMB

Shopping in Xi'an
What to Buy: Xi'an offers unique souvenirs reflecting its historical significance and local craftsmanship:

o Terracotta Figurines: Replicas of the Terracotta Army soldiers, horses, and musicians in various sizes. Official
museum gift shops guarantee authenticity; street vendors sell cheaper imitations.

o Tang Dynasty Art: Tri-colored glazed pottery, traditional scrolls, and reproduction bronze vessels

¢ Ink Stones & Calligraphy Supplies: The world-famous Mei County ink stones from nearby regions plus brushes,
ink, and traditional art paper

e Silk Products: Scarves, clothing, and traditional silk embroidery reflecting Silk Road heritage

e Local Snacks: Biangbiang noodles, red dates, persimmons, and traditional candies packaged for gift-giving

Shopping Areas:

e Shadong Street & Muslim Quarter: Street vendors and small shops selling souvenirs, antiques, and local crafts
with lively negotiation atmosphere

¢ Jinsui Lane: Higher-end traditional shops, galleries, and artisan studios with better quality goods

¢ Wanda Plaza & SKP Shopping Mall: Modern malls with international brands and department stores

¢ Huimin Street Night Market: Evening bazaar with food vendors, clothing, souvenirs, and local merchandise at
tourist-friendly prices

Bargaining: Accepted in street markets and small shops. Polite negotiation in Muslim Quarter and souvenir areas
typically yields 20-40% discounts. Department stores and malls have fixed pricing. Always ask "What's your best price?"
Good-naturedly before deciding purchase value.

Annual Events & Festivals in Xi'an
Xi'an celebrates diverse festivals reflecting its multicultural heritage and modern Chinese culture:

o Spring Festival/Chinese New Year (Jan-Feb): The most important celebration with lion dances, lantern
displays, temple fairs, and family gatherings. Expect massive crowds and temporary attraction closures. However,
temple fairs ([I] ) offer authentic festive experiences with food, performances, and entertainment.

Lantern Festival (15th day of lunar new year): Colorful lanterns illuminate temples, parks, and streets. Tang
West Market and Big Goose Pagoda area host spectacular displays with traditional performances and street food.

¢ Qingming Festival (April 4-6): Traditional tomb-sweeping day when families honor ancestors. Less touristy but
provides cultural insight into Chinese customs and traditions.

« Dragon Boat Festival (5th lunar month, May-Jun): Dragon boat races, traditional Zongzi rice dumplings, and
cultural performances celebrating ancient poet Qu Yuan.

e Mid-Autumn Festival (15th lunar month, Sep-Oct): Family reunions celebrated with mooncakes and lanterns.

Beautiful nighttime displays in parks and temple complexes across the city.

National Day (Oct 1-7): Extended holiday celebrating PRC founding. Massive crowds and temporary attraction

closures. Avoid during this week unless specifically interested in patriotic celebrations.

Xi'an International Performance Art Festival (September-October): Contemporary music, dance, theater

and performance art events at venues throughout the city.

Suggested Day-by-Day Itineraries for Xi'an

Day 1: Ancient Imperial Xi'an

Morning (7:30-10:30): Book private car and travel to Terracotta Army Museum (35 km east). Arrive early to beat
crowds. Spend 3 hours exploring excavation pits 1, 2, and 3, viewing warrior details and understanding Qin Dynasty
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military organization. Have lunch near the museum site.

Afternoon (2:00-5:00): Visit Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum grounds, exploring gardens and museum exhibits covering
discovery history. View the life-sized bronze chariots (replicas of originals).

Evening (6:00-8:00): Return downtown. Relax at hotel, enjoy traditional Shaanxi dinner (yangrou paomo, biangbiang
noodles).

Day 2: Sacred Buddhism & City Wall

Morning (8:00-11:00): Visit Big Goose Pagoda (Dayan Pagoda). Climb seven stories for panoramic city views. Explore
surrounding Buddhist temple complex and Tang Dynasty plaza. Purchase pagoda-themed souvenirs.

Afternoon (1:00-4:00): Metro to city wall. Rent bicycle and cycle full 13.7 km loop (easier than walking) or focus on 2
km section with best views. Stop at watchtowers for photos. Visit city wall museum learning about construction and
strategic importance.

Evening (5:00-8:00): Explore South Gate area and Zhongguo Lane. Dinner at local restaurants serving handmade
noodles and regional cuisine. Evening stroll along wall illuminated after sunset.

Day 3: Museums & Intellectual Heritage

Morning (9:00-1:00): Visit Shaanxi History Museum (book tickets advance, free but limited). Audio guide recommended
for Zhou Dynasty bronzes, Tang tri-colored pottery, and manuscripts. Allow 2-3 hours minimum. Adjacent Xi'an City
Square offers cultural respite.

Afternoon (2:00-5:00): Visit Forest of Steles Museum (Beilin). Explore 3,000+ carved stone tablets with calligraphy and
sculpture. Optional calligraphy or ink stone purchase. Short walk to restored traditional street shops for local crafts.

Evening (6:00-9:00): Relax with tea ceremony at traditional teahouse. Early dinner with discussion of learned cultural
experiences.

Day 4: Local Culture & Spiritual Harmony

Morning (8:00-12:00): Visit Great Mosque of Xi'an in Muslim Quarter. Respectfully explore courtyards, pavilions, and
library showing 1,400 years Islamic heritage. Watch genuine prayer time if visiting midday (women's section available).

Afternoon (1:00-5:00): Explore Muslim Quarter's maze-like streets. Street food sampling: lamb skewers, yangrou
paomo, roujiamo (meat sandwiches), dumplings. Shop for souvenirs among family-run vendor stalls. Visit Small Goose
Pagoda (Xiaoen Temple) quieter than Big Goose.

Evening (6:00-9:00): Participate in calligraphy workshop or pottery painting class (arrange advance booking).
Traditional Chinese dinner with hotel concierge recommendations for lesser-known local restaurants.

Day 5: Imperial Grandeur & Day Trip

Morning (8:00-12:00): Day trip to nearby Yangling Mausoleum (50 km, 1 hour by car). Explore Han Dynasty royal
cemetery with thousands of pottery figurines. Museum displays weapons, agriculture tools, and astronomical instruments.
Underground viewing areas show archaeological techniques.

Afternoon (1:00-4:00): Return to Xi'an. Visit Small Silk Road sites like Weiyang Palace Ruins (Han imperial palace
remains) or explore archaeology museums showcasing Silk Road artifacts and cosmopolitan ancient China.

Evening (5:00-8:00): Sunset viewing from Dragon Slope Park overlooking entire city. Final dinner sampling various
regional cuisines. Evening packing and reflection on discoveries.

Best Photography Locations & Timing Tips

City Wall at Sunset/Night (6:00-8:00 PM): The restored ancient wall illuminated against twilight creates dramatic
silhouettes and golden-hour lighting. Wall's architectural details emerge beautifully in low-angle afternoon light. Bring a
tripod for sharp night photography. South Gate area offers excellent vantage points for capturing the wall against
downtown skyline.
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Big Goose Pagoda & Plaza (Early Morning or Late Afternoon): The seven-story pagoda photographs magnificently
during golden hour when warm sunlight highlights brick details and creates natural shadows. Sunrise captures misty
atmosphere perfect for moody compositions. The surrounding Buddhist complex and fountain plaza provide foreground
elements for creative framing.

Muslim Quarter Street Scenes (Early Evening 5:00-7:00 PM): Narrow alleyways fill with warm lantern light and
street-food smoke creating atmospheric photography. Street vendors prepare evening meals, creating authentic cultural
moments. Narrow alleys require fast lenses (/2.8 or faster) and high ISO for proper exposure without motion blur.

Terracotta Army (Early Morning Opening, 8:00-10:00 AM): Excavation pits contain thousands of soldiers demanding
careful composition. Early morning light enters from optimal angles highlighting terracotta details. Bring macro lens for
detailed warrior face shots. Note: Flash photography prohibited in some museum areas—check signage.

Forest of Steles Courtyard (Midday 11:00 AM-1:00 PM): Ancient stone tablets photograph beautifully with strong
midday sun creating deep shadow contrast revealing carved calligraphy details. Peaceful courtyard composition with
traditional architecture offers minimalist photographic opportunities. Less crowded than morning hours.

Dragon Slope Park Panoramas (Sunset, 6:00-7:30 PM): Elevated vantage point over entire Xi'an city offers
spectacular skyline photography as lights illuminate downtown while twilight sky remains colorful. Wide-angle lenses
capture vast landscape perspectives. Best clear evening visibility during autumn.

Temple Interiors (Overcast Days): Buddhist temples photograph best on cloudy days providing even, shadowless
lighting inside dark temple structures. Golden Buddha statues and intricate architectural details emerge clearly. Avoid
mid-day harsh sunlight through temple windows creating severe contrast.

Photography Tips: Bring telephoto lens (70-200mm) for compressed perspectives of distant city wall and pagoda
silhouettes. Wide-angle lens (14-24mm) captures expansive temple courtyards and street scenes. Macro or close-focus
lens reveals intricate terracotta warrior details and stone tablet calligraphy. Consider circular polarizer filter for controlling
reflections and enhancing sky saturation in outdoor scenes.

Electricity & Power

Voltage & Frequency: China operates on 220 volts AC at 50 Hz (compared to North America's 110V/60Hz and UK's
230V/50Hz). Most modern electronics with universal voltage can operate on 220V, but confirm device specifications before

plugging in.

Plug Types: China primarily uses Type A (two flat parallel pins) and Type | (two angled flat pins forming V-shape) outlets.
Less common are Type C (two round pins) and three-pin variants.

Adapters & Converters: Purchase a universal travel adapter before arriving or immediately upon arrival at airport
shops (¥30-50). Multi-outlet adapters proving multiple connection types are essential for devices with multiple cords.

Voltage Converters: Devices designed exclusively for 110V require voltage converters, not just adapters. Heavy-duty
converters are expensive and inconvenient for extended stays. Most modern phones, laptops, tablets and cameras
operate on universal 100-240V and require only adapters. Verify device specifications before travel.

Power Availability: Hotels provide outlets in bedrooms and bathrooms. Airport terminals, metro stations, and shopping
malls increasingly feature charging stations for mobile devices. Popular cafes and restaurants often permit charging
phones/laptops while dining.

Practical Tips: Bring high-capacity portable power banks (20,000+ mAh) for full-day sightseeing away from charging
facilities. Organize multiple adapters for group travel situations. Consider buying a basic 220V Chinese adapter at airport
for convenience rather than expensive universal adapters before departure.

Must-Try Dishes & Dining Guide

Signature Xi'an Dishes:

e Yangrou Paomo ([I11] ): A hearty lamb soup with shredded bread, beans, and meat. Customarily eaten for
breakfast, it's warming and deeply satisfying. Vendors throughout the Muslim Quarter serve excellent versions. The
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broth simmers for hours to develop rich flavor.
e Biangbiang Noodles (Biang Biang [] ): Distinctively wide, rough wheat noodles served in savory, spicy sauce
with vegetables and meat. Named after the sound the noodles make when slapped onto preparation surface.
Restaurant staple and street vendor favorite offering authentic preparation techniques.
Roujiamo ([JT] ): Spiced meat wrapped in flatbread—often compared to Chinese hamburger. Vendors
throughout Muslim Quarter prepare these quickly with incredibly mouthwatering aromas drawing customers.
Liangpi ([] ): Cold noodles with sesame or peanut sauce, perfect for hot summer days. Street vendors
everywhere serve this affordable, refreshing specialty with customizable spice levels.
Qiankun Bags ([IT] ): Thin pancakes rolled with mixtures of meat, vegetables, and seasonal fillings creating
tasty handheld meals for on-the-go sightseeing.

Dumplings (Jiaozi [T] ): Xi'an dumplings showcase incredible variety—meat, vegetable, shrimp fillings with artistic
folding patterns. Popular restaurants feature over 50 dumpling varieties. Many tourist areas offer dumpling-making
classes where visitors hand-fold dumplings for consumption or gift-giving.

Street Food & Snacks: Muslim Quarter overflows with vendors selling lamb skewers (yangrou chuan), steamed buns,
noodle soups, dried fruits, and local candies. Eat directly from vendor stalls for authentic experience and rock-bottom
prices (¥5-10 per item). Evening food market ([T11] ) near West Gate specializes in casual dining and group social
eating.

Fine Dining & Upscale: Numerous restaurants recreate Tang Dynasty cuisine with historical recipes. Tang Paradise's
evening banquet offers theatrical presentation with traditional music and dancing while diners consume historically
accurate imperial foods. Upscale Chinese restaurants throughout city serve contemporary interpretations of Shaanxi
specialties with modern presentation.

Dining Etiquette & Tips: Round tables with rotating lazy Susan encourage shared dining and communal eating culture.
Tipping is not expected in casual restaurants but appreciated in upscale establishments (5-10% for excellent service).
Many restaurants lack English menus—use translation apps or point at dishes other diners eat. Early dining (5:00-6:30 PM)
means shorter waits and better service at popular venues.

Vegetarian & Dietary Restrictions: Inform servers about dietary restrictions clearly as oil, fish sauce, and meat broths
permeate many dishes. Buddhist restaurants throughout city specialize in vegetarian cuisine. Muslim Quarter's halal
restaurants provide halal-certified meals.

Tourist Passes
Xi‘an City Tourism Card

A comprehensive pass offering discounts or free entry to many major attractions including Big Goose Pagoda, City Wall,
and selected museums. Cards purchased from tourist information centers offer 2-3 day validity. Savings: Individual
attractions cost ¥50-70 each; combined pass typically costs ¥100-150 for multiple entries, providing genuine economic
benefit for sightseeing-focused visitors.

on

o

=]

www.xian-tourism.com

Terracotta Army Combo Ticket

Bundle offering combined entry to both Terracotta Army Museum and Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum at slightly discounted
rates. Since both locations sit 30 km east of downtown and complement each other historically, combo tickets encourage
fuller archaeological exploration. Cost: ¥110-120 combined versus ¥70 each separately (¥20-30 savings).

www.bmy.com.cn
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Museum Passes

Many major museums including Shaanxi History Museum (free, book advance), Xi'an Museum (free), and Forest of Steles
(¥75) offer free or minimal admission. The Xi'an Museum Pass includes entrance to multiple museums with
advance booking. Museum passes frequently included with tour packages so verify before independent purchase.
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Www.Xianmuseum.com

Metro Tourist Card

The Xi'an Metro Tourist Card provides unlimited metro travel over 1-3 day periods at substantial savings versus
individual rides (¥2-3 each). Cards cost approximately ¥20-30 for unlimited 1-day usage versus typical ¥15-20 spending
for light users—useful only for heavy metro utilization during concentrated sightseeing days.
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www.xametro.com
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