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Things to do in Rovaniemi

Arctic Circle & Northern Lights
Rovaniemi sits precisely on the Arctic Circle, offering unparalleled opportunities to witness the magical Northern Lights
(Aurora Borealis) and explore the Arctic wilderness during the magical season.

Arctic Circle Marker & Monument  Must see
1 hour No Booking Needed

The iconic Arctic Circle monument marks the precise latitude (66°32'N). A popular photo spot featuring a marker pole with yellow and
blue colors representing Finland. Located just outside the city center, accessible year-round.
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Northern Lights Aurora Tours MustSee  Book Ahead :
4-6 hours Book Ahead

Professional guided tours hunt for the Aurora Borealis from comfortable vehicles and warming huts. Tours typically last 4-6 hours in
evening hours. Multiple departures nightly during aurora season (September-March). Expert guides explain the science and cultural
significance of the Northern Lights.

Glass Igloo Hotels  Top pick Book Ahead
Overnight Book Ahead

Sleep under the Northern Lights in glass-roofed igloos designed for optimal aurora viewing. Properties like Kakslauttanen and Igloo
Village offer heated rooms with transparent roofs. Premium experience with modern amenities while maintaining Arctic authenticity.

Tips for Arctic Circle & Northern Lights

e Northern Lights are best seen between 21:00-02:00 during dark months

e Solar activity forecasts and weather apps help predict aurora activity

e Dress in extreme Arctic clothing: thermal layers, insulated boots, hat, gloves
e Book aurora tours in advance during peak season

o Cloud-free nights are crucial; flexibility on dates increases chances
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Santa Claus & Winter Magic

Rovaniemi is home to Santa Claus Village, the official residence of Santa Claus in Finnish Lapland. Experience Christmas
magic year-round with reindeer encounters, snow activities, and festive traditions.
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Santa Claus Village Must see
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Official home of Santa Claus operating year-round. Meet Santa in his residence, explore his postal office receiving letters from
worldwide, and shop in the gift boutique. Entry is free; activities and purchases available. Magical atmosphere regardless of season
with Christmas decorations maintained year-round.

Reindeer Sleigh Rides Mustsee  Book Ahead
1-2 hours Book Ahead

Authentic Sami reindeer herding experience. Dress in traditional clothing and glide silently across snowy landscapes on wooden
sleighs. Tours include meet-and-greet with reindeer herders, warm beverages, and photo opportunities. Winter activity combining
tradition with adventure in pristine Arctic nature.

Husky Sledding Adventure Toprick  Book Ahead
2-4 hours Book Ahead

Drive your own team of energetic huskies across snowy terrain. Professional guides provide instruction on dog handling and sledding
techniques. Exhilarating winter sport combining athletic challenge with bond-building with trained sled dogs. Tour lengths vary from 1-
4 hours.

Tips for Santa Claus & Winter Magic

e Santa Claus Village is 8km from city center, accessible by bus or car
e Visit early morning to avoid crowds during peak tourist season

e Dress warmly for outdoor reindeer and husky activities

e Book sledding tours at least 1 day in advance

o Combine multiple activities for full Arctic experience
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Museums & Galleries

Explore Rovaniemi's rich Arctic heritage, natural history, and contemporary culture through world-class museums and
cultural institutions showcasing Sami traditions and Arctic exploration.
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Arktikum Science Centre Top Pick
2-3 hours No Booking Needed =
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Interactive museum dedicated to Arctic science, nature, and exploration. Features exhibits on Arctic climate, wildlife, geology, and
indigenous cultures. Modern architecture with glass tunnel extending into permafrost. Hands-on experiences suitable for all ages
exploring Northern Lights science and Arctic survival.

Rovaniemi Art Museum notable
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Showcases contemporary and traditional Finnish art with emphasis on Arctic and Lapland themes. Rotating exhibitions feature both
established and emerging artists. Housed in striking modern architecture. Collection includes paintings, sculptures, and installations
reflecting Northern culture and landscapes.

Sami Parliament Building & Cultural Centre notable
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Parliamentary seat of Sami people featuring modern architecture and traditional elements. Exhibitions explore Sami history, language,
and contemporary issues. Cultural programs, workshops, and performances showcase traditional and modern Sami arts. Meeting place
celebrating indigenous heritage and political representation.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

o Arktikum is located near the city center, walkable from downtown
e Combined tickets may offer savings for visiting multiple museums
e Most museums have English-language exhibitions and guides

e Winter hours may be shorter; check websites before visiting
Cultural performances have specific schedules; book in advance
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Tours & Activities

Experience exhilarating Arctic winter sports including skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and ice fishing in pristine
Lapland wilderness, with equipment rental and professional instruction available.

Ruka Ski Resort Top pick Book Ahead
Full day Book Ahead

Finland's oldest ski resort 30km south of Rovaniemi offering 34 slopes for all skill levels. Modern ski lifts, well-maintained terrain, and
excellent snow conditions throughout winter season. Facilities include equipment rental, ski schools, restaurants, and accommodation
options. European-standard infrastructure with Arctic character.

Snowmobile Safari Tours TopPick  Book Ahead
2-8 hours Book Ahead

Explore pristine Arctic wilderness on powerful snowmobiles guided by experienced professionals. Tours range from 2-hour scenic rides
to full-day expeditions into remote areas. Safety training and cold-weather gear provided. Combine with reindeer visits or ice fishing
for multi-activity adventures through frozen landscapes.

Aakenus Arctic Spa TopPick  Book Ahead
2-4 hours Book Ahead

Luxury arctic spa offering thermal pools, saunas, and wellness treatments in stunning wilderness setting. Outdoor pools heated to
comfortable temperature surrounded by snowy landscape. Relaxation areas with views of Arctic surroundings. Treatments incorporate
local natural elements and traditions. Year-round operation providing ultimate contrast between Arctic cold and thermal warmth.

Ice Fishing Experience nNotable
2-4 hours Book Ahead

Authentic Arctic ice fishing on frozen lakes with traditional methods. Professional guides drill holes and teach fishing techniques. Warm
huts with saunas, traditional food, and hot beverages enhance experience. Suitable for beginners; fish typically caught are pike and
perch. Peaceful winter activity combining tradition with outdoor adventure.

Wilderness Survival Course notable
2-5days Book Ahead

Multi-day Arctic survival training teaches wilderness skills essential for Northern environment. Participants learn fire-building, shelter
construction, navigation, and Arctic safety protocols. Experienced instructors provide hands-on instruction in pristine wilderness.
Challenging but rewarding experience building confidence and Arctic knowledge for self-sufficient outdoor adventures.

Snowcastle of Kemi Day Trip Notable
Full day Book Ahead

Unigue snow castle 100km from Rovaniemi reconstructed annually (January-March). Entirely carved from snow and ice, featuring hotel

rooms, chapel, restaurant, and ice sculptures. Day trips include castle exploration, ice dining, and activities. Nearby Sampo icebreaker
cruise available for additional adventure on frozen sea.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Winter season (December-March) offers best snow conditions and Northern Lights
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e Always book snowmobile tours through licensed operators with safety records
e Rent quality winter equipment; inadequate clothing risks hypothermia

o Ice fishing suits beginners; no experience necessary

e Budget 100-200€ per activity for guided tours including equipment

e Book spa and survival courses well in advance

¢ Thermal pools are year-round; most magical in winter under stars
e Survival courses require reasonable fitness level and commitment
e Snowcastle operates seasonally; confirm dates before planning trip
¢ Combine multiple experiences for comprehensive Arctic adventure
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Landmarks & Monuments
Discover Rovaniemi's architectural heritage and significant landmarks, including modern designs adapted to Arctic
conditions and historic buildings shaped by polar culture and development.

Santa's House & Arctic Experience Centre nNotable
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Themed attraction celebrating Arctic heritage and Christmas traditions. Indoor entertainment complex with exhibitions, activities, and
dining. Interactive experiences suitable for families. Year-round operation with decorations and programming maintaining festive
Arctic atmosphere throughout seasons.

. Rovaniemi Church optional
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Modern church built in 1950 with striking architecture symbolizing hope after WWII destruction. Features distinctive design reflecting
northern culture and spirituality. Beautiful interior with modern artistic elements. Active place of worship hosting regular services and
concerts. Architecturally significant example of post-war Finnish design.

City Hall & Central Squares optional
1 hour No Booking Needed

Renowned architect Alvar Aalto designed Rovaniemi's post-war reconstruction plan. City Hall exemplifies Modernist principles adapted
to Arctic conditions. Central squares feature public art installations and open spaces for community gatherings. Walkable downtown
area showcasing planned urban design.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o Alvar Aalto-designed structures are walkable from downtown area

e Rovaniemi Church welcomes visitors outside service times

¢ Many landmarks photographed best during blue hour (twilight in winter)
o City offers walking tour information from tourism office

e Architecture reflects Arctic design principles worth studying
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Parks & Gardens
Explore pristine Arctic wilderness, scenic parks, and natural attractions surrounding Rovaniemi, offering opportunities for
hiking, photography, and immersion in untouched Lapland landscapes.

Ounasvaara Fell Hiking nNotable
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Popular hiking destination overlooking Rovaniemi with scenic views from summit. Accessible trails of varying difficulty suitable for all
ages. Winter snowshoeing or summer hiking options available. Panoramic vistas across city, river, and surrounding landscapes.
Excellent photography location during golden hour and clear nights (Northern Lights).

&l;

Pyha-Luosto National Park notable i
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Full day No Booking Needed
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Protected wilderness area 100km south of Rovaniemi featuring dramatic fell landscapes and boreal forests. Hiking trails range from
easy walks to challenging mountain routes. Winter activities including skiing and snowshoeing. Pristine nature with reindeer herds,
native Arctic flora and fauna. Visitor centre provides information and interpretive displays.

Ounasjoki River Rafting optional
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Summer rafting adventure on scenic river flowing through Lapland. Guided tours through boreal forest landscapes with wildlife viewing
opportunities. Various difficulty levels from gentle floats to exciting rapids. Professional guides provide safety instruction and Arctic
wilderness knowledge. Seasonal activity (June-August) offering unique perspective on Arctic landscape.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Always check weather conditions before hiking in remote areas

e Carry map, compass, and communication device for safety

e Respect wildlife; maintain distance from reindeer and bears

¢ Summer midges can be intense; bring insect repellent

o Winter hiking requires specialized equipment and skill; hire guides

Practical Information

Seasonal Guide

Winter (November-February): Peak season for Northern Lights, ideal snow conditions, Christmas atmosphere.
Temperatures plunge to -20°C; extreme cold requires specialized clothing and experience. Best for: Aurora hunting, winter
sports, dog sledding.

Spring (March-May): Longer daylight hours, improving weather, end of ski season. Melting snow creates slushy
conditions. Northern Lights fade as days lengthen. Best for: Hiking, midnight sun beginning, fewer tourists.

Summer (June-August): Midnight sun phenomenon with 24-hour daylight. Warmest temperatures (15-20°C). Green
landscapes, outdoor activities, midnight sun experiences. Midges can be problematic. Best for: Hiking, rafting,
photography, midnight sun.
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Autumn (September-October): Return of darkness, autumn colors, early Northern Lights. Crisp weather, clear skies.
Northern Lights become visible. Best for: Aurora season beginning, photography, hiking with autumn foliage.

Getting Around

Air Travel: Rovaniemi Airport (RVN) located 10km from city center with international and domestic connections. Flight
time from Helsinki: 2 hours. Airport buses, taxis, and rental cars available.

Public Transport: Local buses cover city and nearby attractions. Tourist cards offer discounts on public transportation.
Reliable winter operations maintained.

Taxis & Rental Cars: Taxis readily available at airport and throughout city. Car rental essential for exploring remote
attractions. Winter tires mandatory; AWD/4WD recommended. Roads well-maintained but chains or studs required during
heavy snow.

Long Distance: Express buses connect Rovaniemi to Helsinki and other Finnish cities. Scenic train routes available from
Helsinki (16-hour journey through Arctic landscape).

Tours: Many attractions offer scheduled shuttle services. Guided tours typically include transportation. Hotel shuttles
available through accommodation providers.

* Airport Transfer
Rovaniemi Airport (RVN) to city center:

e Airport Bus: Timed to flight arrivals, runs to the city centre bus station in about 20 minutes for around €8

e Taxi: Metered taxi to city centre takes about 15 minutes and typically costs €30 to €40

¢ Private Transfer Shuttle: Pre-booked shared shuttle service to hotels in roughly 20 to 30 minutes, priced around
€25 to €35 per person

o Rental Car: Major agencies operate airport desks, with compact cars from around €60 per day in winter high
season

Shopping & Souvenirs

Local Crafts: Reindeer leather products, traditional Sami handicrafts, wooden items, and Arctic textiles showcase local
artisanship. Jewelry featuring Arctic themes and materials. Quality varies; established shops in city center offer genuine
articles.

Arctic Foods: Reindeer meat products, Arctic berries (lingonberries, cloudberries, blueberries), smoked fish, and local
cheeses make excellent culinary souvenirs. Department stores stock packaged foods for transport.

Shopping Areas: Downtown Rovaniemi features main shopping districts on Korkalonkatu and Valtakatu streets. City
center mall (Zeppelin) offers international brands and local shops. Tourist shops near Santa Claus Village and Arctic Circle.

Traditional Textiles: Hand-woven scarves, mittens, and traditional Arctic clothing incorporate Sami patterns and
designs. Wool products durable for Arctic climates.

Bargaining: Prices fixed in retail shops; no bargaining expected. Market stalls occasionally open during special events
with some negotiation possible.
Annual Events & Festivals

Midnight Sun Festival (June): Week-long celebration of midnight sun phenomenon with music, theater, sports events,
and traditional Sami culture performances throughout June.

Rovaniemi Christmas Market (November-December): Festive market atmosphere in downtown with holiday
shopping, traditional foods, reindeer encounters, and Christmas celebrations building toward holiday season.

Arctic Light Festival (January-February): Winter festival celebrating return of light with art installations, concerts,
exhibitions, and Northern Lights themed events.
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Reindeer Herding Championships (April): Traditional Sami competition showcasing reindeer handling skills and Arctic
herding traditions.

Autumn Photography Festival (September-October): Events and guided tours focused on Northern Lights and Arctic
photography as aurora season begins.

Santa Lucia Celebrations (December 13): Traditional Swedish-Finnish celebration with parades, songs, and festive
activities honoring the winter season.

Sample 5-Day Arctic Adventure

Day 1 - Arctic Circle & Arrival: Arrive in Rovaniemi by flight or train. Transfer to accommodation (downtown hotel
recommended). Visit Arctic Circle monument for symbolic photo. Explore downtown area on foot, visit Arktikum Science
Centre. Evening: Light dinner at local restaurant, early rest for aurora hunting next night.

Day 2 - Northern Lights & Wilderness: Morning: Snowshoe hiking at Ounasvaara with panoramic views. Afternoon:
Relax at Aakenus Arctic Spa pools and saunas. Evening: Professional Northern Lights aurora tour (4-6 hours) hunting for
magical lights in Arctic night, returning after midnight.

Day 3 - Santa & Reindeer Magic: Full day at Santa Claus Village complex meeting Father Christmas, exploring village
attractions. Afternoon: Reindeer sleigh ride through snowy landscapes (2 hours). Evening: Return to downtown, warm
sauna and traditional Finnish dinner at local restaurant.

Day 4 - Winter Sports Action: Drive to Ruka Ski Resort (30km south). Ski lessons and all-day skiing on varied terrain
(rental equipment available). Lunch at slope-side restaurant. Sunset skiing providing dramatic Arctic landscape
photography. Return to Rovaniemi for evening relaxation.

Day 5 - Culture & Departure: Visit Rovaniemi Art Museum and Sami Parliament cultural exhibitions (3-4 hours). Last-
minute souvenir shopping downtown. Farewell lunch at local restaurant before airport transfer. Flight departure with Arctic
memories.

Best Photography Locations & Timing

Arctic Circle Monument (6:30-14:00 in winter): Iconic photo spot with monument and landscape backdrop. Best
lighting during blue hour twilight hours. Clear sky nights reveal stars and potential Northern Lights. Midday light harsh;
twilight hours preferred.

Ounasvaara Fell Summit (Sunrise/Blue Hour): Panoramic views across Rovaniemi, river valley, and surrounding
landscape. Winter: Snow-covered landscape against Arctic sky creates dramatic contrast. Spring/Autumn: Golden hour
light over varied terrain. Northern Lights visible from summit with minimal light pollution.

Glass Igloo Windows (Night hours): Aurora photographed through glass roof with snowy landscape framing.
Interior/exterior contrast creates stunning compositions. Best conditions: Clear skies, strong aurora activity, minimal moon
light.

Aakenus Arctic Spa (Dusk hours): Steaming outdoor pools contrasting with Arctic landscape. Northern Lights reflection
in thermal water creates unique compositions. Best timing: Early evening before darkness completely sets in.

Santa Claus Village (Daytime, Christmas season): Festive decorations, reindeer, and holiday atmosphere. Golden
hour light (11:00-13:00 in winter) provides flattering illumination. Red clothing or Christmas colors enhance seasonal feel.

Winter Forest Scenes (Sunrise, Blue Hour): Frost-covered trees, snow-laden branches, rime formations create
ethereal Arctic forest imagery. Overcast skies diffuse light softly. Extreme cold creates spectacular ice crystals and
effects.

Electrical Information

Voltage & Frequency: Finland operates on 230V AC, 50Hz electrical current standard throughout the country.
Consistent power supply in all areas including remote locations.
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Plug Types: European Type C (2-round-pin) and Type E/F (2-round-pin with earth contact) plugs used exclusively in
Finland. Outlets accommodate both types; converters necessary for appliances from other regions.

Power Adapters: Universal travel adapters supporting European plugs essential. Most international hotels provide
adapter loans. Electronics retailers in downtown Rovaniemi sell adapters if needed.

Device Charging: All modern devices (USB-powered phones, tablets, cameras) charge efficiently on Finnish electrical
system. USB ports available in hotels, cafes, and public spaces for convenient charging.

Winter Considerations: Cold temperatures can drain battery life. Keep devices close to body while outdoors. Heated
accommodation provides optimal charging conditions. Backup battery packs recommended for outdoor winter activities.

Power Outages: Rare in city center; extremely unlikely in areas with tourist infrastructure. Remote wilderness areas lack
electricity access; plan accordingly for multi-day expeditions.

Arctic Cuisine & Dining

Must-Try Traditional Dishes: Poronkaristys (reindeer stew) - essential Arctic specialty combining tender reindeer meat
with lingonberry sauce and potato. Lohikeitto (salmon soup) - creamy traditional fish soup using fresh Arctic salmon.
Karelian pasties (karjalanpiirakka) - traditional pastries with rice and potato filling. Smoked Arctic fish prepared various
ways.

Arctic Ingredients: Cloudberries, lingonberries, blueberries, and Arctic mushrooms featured in desserts, jams, and
sauces. Local honey and birch sap syrup provide unique flavor profiles. Game meats beyond reindeer (moose, grouse,
Arctic char).

Dining Options: Upscale restaurants offering modern Arctic cuisine using traditional ingredients. Casual cafes serving
hearty soups and warming dishes. Market stalls providing quick, authentic local foods. International cuisine available in
city center.

Dining Customs: Gratuity (5-10%) appreciated but not obligatory; rounding bill acceptable. Restaurants typically open
for dinner 17:00-22:00. Advance reservations recommended for popular restaurants, especially during peak season.

Coffee Culture: Exceptional coffee tradition; numerous cafes throughout city serving specialty beverages. Winter: hot
chocolate and warming beverages essential. Bakeries offer fresh pastries and traditional breads paired with coffee.
Tourist Passes

Rovaniemi Card

Multi-day tourist card offering discounts on attractions, tours, and transportation. Available for 24, 48, and 72-hour
periods. Includes free or discounted entry to museums, attractions, and tour operators. Available at tourism office, hotels,
and online purchase options.

www.visitrovaniemi.fi

Finnish National Parks Pass

Annual pass providing unlimited access to all 40 Finnish national parks including Pyha-Luosto near Rovaniemi. Excellent
value for visitors planning extensive wilderness exploration and hiking throughout Finland.
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Arctic Experience Package

Bundled tour packages combining multiple activities (Northern Lights, reindeer, glass igloo, dog sledding) at discounted

rates. Typically arranged through tourism operators or accommodation providers. Customizable to preferences and
timeframes.

www.visitrovaniemi.fi
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