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Things to do in Turku

Landmarks & Monuments

Turku is home to Finland's most iconic historical landmarks, including the impressive Turku Castle and the soaring Gothic
cathedral that dominates the skyline.
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Turku Castle  must see :
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A magnificent medieval fortress dating back to 1280, Turku Castle stands as one of Finland's most important historical monuments.
The castle features impressive stone walls, authentic period rooms, museum exhibitions covering centuries of Finnish history, and
beautiful riverside views. Explore the courtyard, climb the towers, and experience medieval life through interactive displays and
guided tours.

Turku Cathedral wmust see t;i
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1.5 hours No Booking Needed O] it
Map

Finland's grandest Gothic cathedral, built in the 13th century and standing 50 meters tall. The cathedral features stunning stained
glass windows, intricate wood carvings, royal chapels, and a peaceful interior that reflects centuries of Finnish religious history. The
cathedral museum showcases ecclesiastical treasures and architectural details. Climb the tower for panoramic city views.

Sibelius Monument Top pick

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A striking abstract sculpture dedicated to Finnish composer Jean Sibelius, featuring gleaming stainless steel pipes that resemble
organ pipes. The monument sits in a peaceful garden setting and offers excellent photo opportunities with panoramic city views from
the surrounding hill.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

e Visit Turku Castle in the morning to avoid crowds

The cathedral tower offers the best city views - climb up for photos
o Combination tickets available for multiple attractions

e Best photography at sunset on the cathedral grounds
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Museums & Galleries

Turku houses exceptional museums showcasing everything from medieval artifacts to contemporary art, offering insights
into Finnish culture, history, and creative expression.
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Aboa Vetus & Ars Nova  Must See :
2 hours No Booking Needed

A unique dual museum experience combining medieval history (Aboa Vetus) with contemporary art (Ars Nova) in a beautifully
integrated space. Explore authentic medieval dwellings, see archaeological finds from Turku's medieval period, and contrast them with
cutting-edge modern art installations and exhibitions.

Turku Art Museum  Top pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A comprehensive art collection featuring Finnish and international works spanning from medieval times to contemporary pieces.
The museum showcases paintings, sculptures, and decorative arts in elegant galleries housed in a classical building with a serene
courtyard.

Natural History Museum  Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

Discover Finnish fauna and geology through engaging exhibits including stuffed animals, fossil displays, and interactive nature
presentations. The museum features comprehensive collections of Nordic wildlife, minerals, and paleontological specimens with
educational displays.

Pharmacy Museum nNotable
45 minutes No Booking Needed

A charming historic pharmacy preserved from the 18th century with authentic apothecary jars, period furnishings, old
pharmaceutical equipment, and fascinating displays about the history of medicine and pharmacy in Finland.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Turku Card includes entry to major museums - excellent value for multi-day visits
¢ Many museums offer free entry on specific weekdays

e Combine Aboa Vetus with evening river walks for a full day

e Contemporary art exhibitions change seasonally
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Religious Sites

As Finland's oldest city and former capital, Turku boasts numerous churches and spiritual sites reflecting centuries of
Nordic religious heritage and architectural traditions.

Cathedral Church of Turku Must see
1 hour No Booking Needed

Finland's most important cathedral, featuring breathtaking Gothic architecture with soaring ceilings, delicate stone tracery, and
centuries-old tombs of notable figures. The cathedral offers musical concerts throughout the year and hosts significant religious
ceremonies.

Church of St. Michael Top rick

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A beautiful red-brick church with Gothic revival architecture, featuring impressive interior decoration, original woodwork, and a
peaceful atmosphere. The church exemplifies 19th-century Finnish ecclesiastical design and is notable for its excellent organ.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Cathedral concerts and organ performances are held regularly - check schedules ahead
e Respectful dress recommended when visiting religious sites

e Many churches offer guided tours in summer months

e Quiet morning hours provide peaceful contemplation
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Squares & Streets

Turku's charming public squares and streets showcase Nordic urban design, historic architecture, and vibrant street life
with cafes, markets, and cultural activities.
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Old Great Square  Must See E‘

1 hour No Booking Needed

The historic heart of Turku surrounded by colorful buildings, featuring the impressive statue of Alexander Il. The square buzzes with
outdoor cafes, street performers, and seasonal markets. In summer, it's a perfect spot for people-watching and enjoying the Nordic
atmosphere.

Market Square  Mustsee

4 1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A vibrant marketplace teeming with activity, featuring fresh produce, local delicacies, handicrafts, and street food vendors. The
market captures the essence of Finnish local life with traditional stalls operating daily and special events on weekends.

Abo Akademi Street Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

A charming pedestrian street lined with student buildings, restaurants, boutique shops, and cafes. The street reflects Turku's vibrant
academic culture with colorful facades, art installations, and lively street atmosphere, especially during evening hours.

Tips for Squares & Streets

e Visit the Market Square in the morning for the freshest selections
e Old Great Square is beautiful at sunset - ideal for photography

e Street vendors offer excellent local food samples

o Weekend markets feature extended hours and special stalls
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Parks & Gardens

Turku's green spaces offer peaceful retreats from urban bustle, featuring botanical gardens, riverside walks, and beautiful
natural settings alongside historic monuments.

Turku Botanical Garden Top pick
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A serene botanical oasis with diverse plant collections from Nordic and international flora. The garden features peaceful walking
paths, greenhouses, seasonal flowers, and tranquil water features. Perfect for nature lovers and photographers seeking quiet
contemplation.

Sibelius Park Top Pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

A riverside park featuring the famous Sibelius Monument surrounded by beautiful landscaping and panoramic views. The park offers
excellent photo opportunities, peaceful walking trails, and connection to the city's cultural heritage.

Aninkainen Park Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

A charming riverside park perfect for leisurely strolls along the water's edge. The park features shaded walking paths, benches for
relaxation, and scenic views of the Turku River and surrounding cityscape.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Botanical garden is most beautiful in spring and early summer
e Bring comfortable walking shoes for extensive park exploration
o Parks offer excellent photo opportunities during golden hour

e Combine park visits with nearby museum attractions
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Tours & Activities

Explore Turku through guided experiences, water-based adventures, and specialized tours that reveal the city's history,
culture, and natural beauty.

Archipelago Cruise MustSee  Book Ahead
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Experience Finland's stunning archipelago from the water on scenic boat tours departing from Turku. Cruises explore thousands of
islands, pristine waterways, and remote villages, offering unique perspectives on Nordic natural beauty and island life.

River Cruises MustSee Book Ahead
2 hours Book Ahead

Enjoy leisurely river cruises along the scenic Turku River with views of the cathedral, castle, and riverside architecture. Evening
cruises offer romantic perspectives and dinner experiences with Nordic cuisine.

Medieval City Walking Tour TopPick  Book Ahead
2 hours Book Ahead

Discover Turku's medieval heritage through expert-guided walking tours exploring historic streets, ancient buildings, and
archaeological sites. Learn fascinating stories about the city's role as Finland's ancient capital and cultural center.

Bike Tours Top Pick Book Ahead
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Explore Turku on two wheels with guided cycling tours covering major attractions, river paths, and neighborhood streets. Routes
cater to various fitness levels with stops at interesting landmarks and local cafes.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book archipelago cruises in advance during peak summer season

e River cruises offer stunning sunset views - ideal for photographers
e Walking tours provide excellent cultural context and local insights
e Bicycle rental available if you prefer independent exploration
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Day Trips & Excursions
Venture beyond Turku to discover nearby islands, charming villages, and natural attractions that showcase the diversity of
southwestern Finland.

Naantali  must see
Half day No Booking Needed

A picturesque seaside town known for Moomin World theme park and charming harbor. Explore colorful wooden houses, waterfront
restaurants, local galleries, and enjoy a relaxed Nordic coastal atmosphere just 15km from Turku.

Ruissalo Island  must see
Half day No Booking Needed

A scenic island destination featuring beautiful beaches, nature trails, and the historic Ruissalo Manor. Perfect for swimming,
picnicking, and enjoying coastal landscapes within easy reach of Turku city center.

oF
Aland Islands  Top Pick =
Full day No Booking Needed =

Map

An autonomous Swedish-speaking archipelago with unique culture, maritime heritage, and pristine nature. Explore medieval
fortifications, charming villages, enjoy hiking and water sports, and experience distinct Nordic island culture.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

o Naantali is perfect for families with Moomin World attractions

Aland Islands require ferry transport - check schedules and book ahead in summer
e Ruissalo offers excellent beaches and picnic spots for hot summer days

e Consider purchasing combined ferry and attraction tickets for savings

Practical Information

Seasonal Overview

Summer (June-August): Peak season with midnight sun phenomenon, warm temperatures (15-22°C), vibrant outdoor
events, and all attractions fully operational. Book accommodations well in advance as the city attracts numerous visitors.

Spring (April-May): Mild weather, blooming flowers in botanical gardens, fewer tourists, and moderate prices. Excellent
for photography and enjoying nature's awakening.

Autumn (September-October): Beautiful fall colors, comfortable temperatures (5-15°C), cultural festivals, and fewer
crowds. Spectacular for landscape photography and experiencing Nordic atmosphere.

Winter (November-March): Dark, cold weather (-5 to 0°C), but offers northern lights opportunities, festive markets, and
winter activities. Many outdoor attractions have reduced hours; focus on museums and indoor activities.
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Getting Around Turku

Public Transport: Efficient bus network covering the entire city. Purchase a day ticket for unlimited travel or travel cards
valid across multiple journeys. Trams serve central areas.

Walking: City center is highly walkable with attractions clustered within 1-2km. Well-maintained pedestrian infrastructure
and clear signage.

Cycling: Extensive bike paths throughout the city. Bicycle rental services available at multiple locations. Flat terrain
makes cycling accessible for all fitness levels.

Taxis & Ride-sharing: Uber and local taxi services available. Reliable and reasonably priced for longer distances or
evening travel.

Boat Transport: Regular ferry services to surrounding islands and archipelago destinations. Ferries serve as both
transportation and scenic experiences.

Airport Transfer: Turku Airport located 4km north. Bus connections to city center run frequently (€3-5). Taxi transfers
available (~€20).

* Airport Transfer
Turku Airport (TKU) to city center:

e Bus route 1 (Foli): City bus to Turku city centre in about 20 minutes, single ticket 3 euros

o Airport shuttle bus: Direct express service to Turku Market Square and harbor in around 15 minutes, roughly 8
euros

o Taxi: Metered taxi to city centre takes about 15 minutes and costs around 30 to 35 euros

¢ Private transfer: Pre-booked private car to city centre or Turku harbor in about 15 minutes, from around 45 euros

Shopping in Turku

Market Square: The primary shopping destination for fresh local produce, traditional Finnish foods (salmon, reindeer),
handicrafts, and regional specialties. Open daily with extended hours on weekends.

Shopping Centers: Forum Marinum and other modern malls offer international brands and Finnish designers. Located
within walking distance of city center.

Local Boutiques: Abo Akademi Street and surrounding areas feature independent shops selling Finnish design, clothing,
art, and unique souvenirs.

Finnish Design: Purchase iconic Nordic design pieces, Marimekko products, and contemporary furniture reflecting
Finnish aesthetic principles.

Food Specialties: Buy Karelian pastries, reindeer meat, Arctic fish, Lakka liqueur, and other regional delicacies as
authentic gifts or personal indulgences.

Bargaining: Not customary in Finland. Prices are fixed in shops and markets. Sales occur seasonally, primarily in January
and July.
Annual Events & Celebrations

Turku Music Festival (August): Classical music performances in historic venues featuring international and Finnish
artists. Transforms the city into a cultural hotspot.

Market Day Festival (July): Celebration of local culture, traditional crafts, folk performances, and historic
demonstrations in Market Square and surrounding areas.

Christmas Markets (November-December): Festive markets with traditional crafts, warm mulled wine (glogi),
gingerbread, and holiday decorations throughout Old Great Square.
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Turku Medieval Fest (August): Recreation of medieval life with period costumes, traditional crafts, food, and
entertainment celebrating the city's historic heritage.

Midsummer Celebrations (June): Festive events marking the summer solstice with bonfires, traditional foods, and
cultural festivities unique to Nordic regions.

National Independence Day (December 6): Patriotic celebrations with parades, ceremonies, and traditional family
gatherings throughout the city.

Sample 5-Day Itineraries

Day 1 - Historic Turku: Morning visit to Turku Castle with guided tour; lunch at Market Square tasting local specialties;
afternoon at Cathedral Church exploring interior and climbing tower for city views; evening stroll along Aninkainen Park
riverside.

Day 2 - Cultural Immersion: Morning at Aboa Vetus exploring medieval artifacts and comparing with contemporary art
in Ars Nova; lunch at Abo Akademi Street cafes; afternoon at Turku Art Museum; evening traditional Finnish sauna
experience.

Day 3 - Natural Beauty: Bicycle tour of riverside paths to Sibelius Monument; lunch picnic in Sibelius Park; afternoon at
Botanical Garden exploring seasonal plantings; sunset photography at various gardens; evening dinner cruise on Turku
River.

Day 4 - Island Adventure: Full-day archipelago cruise exploring surrounding islands, pristine waterways, and isolated
villages; seafood lunch onboard; learn about island maritime heritage; swimming and nature immersion in Nordic
landscape.

Day 5 - Local Experiences: Morning visit to nearby Naantali town exploring Moomin World and charming harbor;
traditional lunch in waterfront restaurant; afternoon exploring Ruissalo Island beaches and manor house; evening
relaxation at local spa or café reflecting on memorable experiences.

Instagram & Photography Locations

Turku Cathedral at Sunset: Golden hour light illuminates the Gothic architecture beautifully. Best times: 9-10 PM during
summer months. Shoot from Old Great Square for perfect framing against the tower.

Sibelius Monument: The striking steel structure creates dramatic silhouettes. Photography is excellent during all
daylight hours, but morning light and blue-hour transitions offer unique perspectives.

Market Square Morning Light: Colorful market stalls and local vendors create vibrant compositions. Early morning (7-9
AM) offers best light and fewer crowds for cleaner shots.

Castle Riverside Reflections: Turku Castle reflects beautifully in the river during calm water conditions. Evening light
creates dramatic castle silhouettes. Best 1-2 hours before sunset.

Botanical Garden Bloom Shots: Seasonal flowers offer excellent macro and landscape photography. May-June features
peak blooms; autumn offers golden foliage compositions.

Aninkainen Park Waterside Paths: Tree-lined riverside paths create scenic Instagram-worthy compositions. Golden
hour walks produce naturally beautiful lighting for portrait and landscape shots.

Old Great Square Architecture: Colorful building facades and historic architecture provide perfect urban photography.
Overcast days offer even lighting for architectural details.

Electrical Information

Voltage: Finland operates on 230V AC, 50Hz standard European electrical current.

Plug Types: Uses Type F (Schuko) plugs featuring two round pins in circular holes. This is the standard European
socket configuration.
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Adapters: Visitors from North America (110V, Type A/B plugs) require step-down voltage converters and plug adapters.
Dual voltage appliances work without converters but still need compatible plugs.

USB Charging: Most modern hotels and accommodations include USB charging ports. Many cafes and public spaces
provide USB charging facilities.

Power Outlets: Readily available in hotels, restaurants, and shopping centers. Bring extension cords if planning
extended device charging or multiple device use.

Appliance Compatibility: Ensure devices are compatible with 230V before plugging in directly. Check wattage ratings
and verify dual-voltage capability for safety.

Finnish Cuisine & Dining

Must-Try Dishes: Karelian pastry (savory pastry with rice filling), reindeer steak (tender and uniquely Nordic), fresh
salmon soup (creamy and warming), perch fish (delicate white fish from Baltic waters), and fresh cloudberries (rare
Nordic berries with unique flavor).

Local Restaurants: Turku offers diverse dining from casual market stalls to fine dining establishments. Market Square
vendors provide affordable traditional food; Abo Akademi Street features trendy cafes and casual bistros; riverside
locations offer elegant dining with water views.

Coffee Culture: Finland has exceptional coffee tradition. Enjoy strong Nordic coffee at cozy cafes throughout the city,
often accompanied by fresh pastries or cinnamon rolls (korvapuusti).

Sauna Dining: Experience traditional Finnish sauna culture with post-sauna meals featuring grilled fish, fresh salads, and
local produce.

Seasonal Specialties: Summer offers fresh berries and outdoor grilling; autumn features game meats and mushrooms;
winter highlights root vegetables and warming stews.

Dining Hours: Lunch typically 11 AM-2 PM; dinner 6-10 PM. Many restaurants open late for summer season and close
early during winter months. Reservations recommended for dinner service.

Tourist Passes

Turku Card

An all-inclusive tourist pass providing free or discounted entry to major museums and attractions including Turku
Castle, Aboa Vetus & Ars Nova, Art Museum, and other cultural sites. Includes unlimited public transportation (buses and
trams) throughout the city. Available for 24, 48, or 72-hour periods. Excellent value for multi-day visitors planning to
visit multiple attractions and utilize public transport extensively.

www.turku.fi

Finnish Museum Card

A year-long museum pass providing unlimited entry to participating museums nationwide. Ideal for repeat visitors and
long-term travelers. Includes access to Turku's major museums and thousands of museums throughout Finland. One-time
purchase provides extended value for cultural explorers.
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www.museot.fi
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Public Transport Ticket

Day tickets and travel cards for unlimited bus and tram travel. Available for single journeys or extended periods (1-7
days). Cost-effective for exploring the city without renting vehicles. Options include weekly cards offering unlimited city-

wide access.

www.foli.fi
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