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Things to do in Lyon

Landmarks & Monuments

Lyon's iconic structures and historical monuments showcase centuries of architectural evolution from Roman times to the
Renaissance.

Must See

Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourvière
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Perched majestically on the Fourvière Basilica overlooks Lyon from the west bank. This stunning white Romano-Byzantine church, built
in the 19th century, features intricate mosaics and offers panoramic city views. The basilica is Lyon's most recognizable landmark and
a pilgrimage site dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Visitors can ascend via funicular railway for breathtaking perspectives.

Must See

Presqu'île Renaissance District
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The heart of Old Lyon showcases remarkable Renaissance architecture with traboules (hidden passageways), ornate facades, and
narrow cobblestone streets. This pedestrian-friendly district features silk merchant houses, art galleries, and traditional restaurants.
Walking tours reveal secret courtyards and historical details that transport visitors back to the 16th century.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit Fourvière at sunset for spectacular views
The funicular railway (Ficelle) provides easy access up the hill
Parc de la Tête d'Or is free and best visited on weekends
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Museums & Galleries

World-class museums housing everything from ancient Roman artifacts to contemporary art and cinema history.

Top Pick

Musée de la Civilisation Gallo-Romaine
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Built into the hillside of Fourvière, this innovative museum showcases Roman Lyon's rich heritage through mosaics, sculptures, and
household items. The underground design creates a theatrical experience descending through time. Collections include objects from
the 1st-5th centuries AD, illuminating Lyon's importance as Lugdunum, capital of Gaul under Rome.

Top Pick

Musée des Beaux-Arts
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

One of France's finest art museums, housed in a 17th-century Benedictine convent. Collections span Egyptian antiquities to
contemporary works by masters like Rembrandt, Monet, and Picasso. The museum's organization chronologically guides visitors
through art history, with particular strength in medieval and Renaissance pieces from Lyon's golden era.

Top Pick

Institut Lumière
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Dedicated to cinema's inventors, the Lumière brothers, this museum celebrates early film history and hosts the prestigious Lumière
Festival. Located in the brothers' mansion, exhibits include vintage cameras, projection equipment, and film screenings. An essential
visit for cinema enthusiasts and those fascinated by technological innovation.

Notable

Musée du Textile et de la Décoration
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Housed in the 18th-century Prost Hôtel, this museum celebrates Lyon's legendary silk industry. Displays showcase historic looms,
finished textiles, and design innovations spanning five centuries. Interactive exhibits explain the complex weaving techniques that
made Lyon the silk capital of Europe, with examples from local heritage collections.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Many museums offer free entry on first Sunday of each month
Combination tickets available for multiple museum visits
Plan museum visits for mid-week to avoid crowds
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Religious Sites

Sacred spaces reflecting Lyon's spiritual heritage and architectural grandeur.

Must See

Saint-Jean Cathedral
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Lyon's medieval cathedral dominates the Old Town with its striking Gothic-Romanesque facade. Constructed over three centuries
(12th-15th), the cathedral features remarkable stained glass windows, particularly the rose window. The interior contains carved choir
stalls and ornate chapels. The Cathedral's astronomical clock is a marvel of Renaissance engineering.

Top Pick

Basilica of Saint-Martin d'Ainay
45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

One of France's oldest churches, this Romanesque basilica dates to the 10th century and has witnessed Lyon's transformation across
millennium. The church features a striking chevron patterned dome and important religious artworks. Built on the site of a Roman
temple, the basilica embodies Lyon's historical continuity and spiritual significance.

Notable

Convent of the Ursulines
45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

This beautifully preserved Renaissance convent showcases Lyon's religious architecture and serves as a cultural venue. The courtyard
features elegant galleries and the chapel displays exquisite religious art. Now hosting exhibitions and concerts, it remains a serene
spot for contemplation in the heart of the Old Town.

Tips for Religious Sites

Attend evening service for atmospheric experience with candlelight
Combine visits with walking tour of Old Town
Many churches offer free organ concerts on weekends
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Distinct quarters each with unique character, history, and local flavor.

Must See

Vieux Lyon (Old Town)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Nestled between Fourvière and the Saône River, Vieux Lyon breathes Renaissance charm with narrow streets, traboules passages, and
historic buildings. Renaissance merchants' houses showcase ornate facades and internal courtyards. Today it buzzes with galleries,
restaurants, and shops while maintaining medieval character. Perfect for atmospheric wandering and discovering hidden gems.

Must See

Presqu'île (Peninsula District)
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Modern Lyon's vibrant center between the Rhône and Saône rivers features elegant 19th-century Haussmann architecture, upscale
shopping, and fine dining. Place Bellecour, Europe's largest square, anchors this district. Tree-lined boulevards, cinemas, theaters, and
boutique hotels create a cosmopolitan atmosphere perfect for shopping and dining.

Top Pick

Fourvière District
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Perched on the hill west of the Saône, this spiritual and artistic quarter is crowned by the magnificent basilica. Winding streets reveal
small galleries, vintage shops, and local cafés. The district blends pilgrimage destination with bohemian artistic community, offering
peaceful escapes and cultural discoveries away from urban bustle.

Top Pick

La Confluence District
2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Lyon's contemporary quarter showcases cutting-edge architecture at the Rhône's confluence point. The futuristic Museum of
Confluences, striking contemporary buildings, and modern waterfront promenades represent 21st-century urban design. This
emerging neighborhood offers trendy restaurants, galleries, and shopping alongside green spaces and river views.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Each district offers distinct dining scenes reflecting local culture
Walking between districts reveals Lyon's architectural evolution
Use the metro efficiently to connect quarters
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Parks & Gardens

Green spaces offering tranquility, nature, and recreational opportunities throughout the city.

Must See

Parc de la Tête d'Or
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Lyon's flagship 47-hectare urban park encompasses a pristine lake, botanical gardens, and zoo. The park's highlight is the swan-filled
lake surrounded by tree-lined paths ideal for walking, jogging, and cycling. Botanical collections showcase native and exotic plants.
Free attractions include rowing rentals, peacocks roaming freely, and stunning city views from elevated terraces.

Top Pick

Parc de la Guillotière
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

This picturesque riverside park along the Rhône offers peaceful walking paths, picnic areas, and scenic views. Shaded by ancient
trees, the park provides respite from urban activity with sports facilities and children's play areas. Perfect for leisurely strolls or family
outings, particularly beautiful during spring cherry blossom season.

Top Pick

Botanical Garden (Jardin Botanique)
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Dedicated botanical collections showcase plant diversity across Mediterranean, tropical, and alpine ecosystems. Themed sections
include medicinal plants, fragrant gardens, and native species. The garden serves educational purposes while providing serene
walking paths through carefully curated landscapes. Ideal for nature lovers and photographers.

Top Pick

Parc Miribel-Jonage
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

One of Europe's largest urban parks, this 3,200-hectare nature reserve offers extensive hiking and cycling trails, lakes for swimming
and water sports, and natural habitats for wildlife observation. Perfect for outdoor enthusiasts, the park combines recreational facilities
with nature conservation. Seasonal activities include birdwatching and botanical exploration.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Rent bicycles to explore parks efficiently
Bring picnic supplies for lakeside meals
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Visit botanical gardens in spring for peak blooms
Parks are free and offer various recreational activities
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and activities to enhance your Lyon discovery.

Must See Book Ahead

Food & Wine Tours
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Explore Lyon's legendary culinary reputation through expert-guided tastings at local markets, fromageries, and bouchon restaurants.
Tours highlight regional specialties like quenelles, andouillette, and Lyon's famous silk merchant cuisine. Wine pairings from Côtes du
Rhône and Beaujolais vineyards showcase French enology. Small-group experiences provide cultural dining insights.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Traboule Walking Tour
2 hours Book Ahead

Navigate Lyon's famous hidden passageways (traboules) with knowledgeable guides explaining Renaissance architecture and
merchant history. These secret corridors once enabled silk workers to move goods without customs inspection. Tours reveal hidden
courtyards, artisan workshops, and architectural details invisible to casual visitors, providing unique urban exploration.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Silk Museum Workshop
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Hands-on weaving workshops at the silk museum teach traditional Jacquard loom techniques used for centuries. Expert instructors
guide visitors through pattern creation and cloth production. Participants create small textile pieces to take home, gaining
appreciation for the craftsmanship underlying Lyon's historical prosperity and cultural significance.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Boat Tours on Saône & Rhône
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Leisurely boat cruises along Lyon's rivers offer unique perspectives on landmarks, parks, and architecture from water level. Sunset
cruises prove particularly romantic, while themed tours explore historical connections and urban development. Expert commentary
enriches understanding of the city's relationship with its waterways and natural setting.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book tours in advance during peak season (May-September)
Morning food tours capture fresher market selections
Wear comfortable walking shoes for traboule explorations
Boat tours less crowded on weekday afternoons
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Day Trips & Excursions

Nearby destinations easily accessible for day explorations beyond Lyon.

Must See

Beaujolais Wine Region
Full day No Booking Needed

Map

Located just north of Lyon, the picturesque Beaujolais wine country produces world-famous lighter wines. Charming villages feature
family wineries offering tastings, cellar tours, and vineyard walks. The region's rolling hills dotted with vineyards create stunning
landscapes. Wine routes connect numerous producers from Gamay specialists to experimental vintners. Perfect for day-long vineyard
exploration.

Top Pick

Pérouges Medieval Village
Half to full day No Booking Needed

Map

This remarkably preserved medieval fortress village northeast of Lyon feels frozen in time with cobblestone streets and 13th-century
buildings. The circular village layout centers on an ancient square featuring shops, galleries, and restaurants serving traditional
regional cuisine. Spectacular views from ramparts overlook surrounding countryside. A photographer's paradise and cultural time
capsule.

Top Pick

Saint-Étienne Industrial Heritage
Half day No Booking Needed

Map

Explore France's steel and arms manufacturing legacy at this industrial museum and former factory district. Saint-Étienne's museums
showcase manufacturing history, design innovation, and industrial archaeology. Modern street art and cultural venues demonstrate
the city's contemporary transformation. Located 45 minutes southwest, it offers contrasting perspective on regional economic history.

Top Pick

Mont Pilat National Park
Full day No Booking Needed

Map

This dramatic limestone plateau southeast of Lyon offers stunning panoramic views across three regions. Hiking trails range from
casual strolls to challenging ascents through beech forests and alpine meadows. The summit reaches over 1,400 meters with vistas
extending to Mont Blanc on clear days. Popular with hikers, cyclists, and nature photographers year-round.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Rent car for wine region exploration or regional trains available
Beaujolais best visited during harvest season (September-October)
Pérouges most atmospheric early morning before crowds arrive
Mont Pilat best in summer; weather can change rapidly
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Events Calendar

Lyon keeps a lively calendar of festivals and public celebrations that shape the rhythm of the year, from riverside spring
gatherings to the citys famous winter light displays. Below is a month-by-month look at 2026 dates worth planning a visit
around.

Must See Book Ahead

Nuits de Fourviere Summer Festival
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Map

Running from June 3 to July 31, 2026, this open-air performance series transforms the ancient Roman theatre atop Fourviere hill
into a stage for concerts, dance, theatre, and film. Past lineups have mixed international touring musicians with contemporary circus
troupes, and the 2026 edition promises a similarly eclectic mix under the summer sky. Seating is on the original stone tiers, so a
cushion is a smart addition, and the site offers sweeping views over the city skyline before curtain time. Many shows sell out weeks
ahead, especially weekend dates in June and July. Arrive early to explore the adjacent Gallo-Roman museum and ruins while the light
is still good.

Must See

Fete des Lumieres (Festival of Lights)
3-5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Lyons signature event runs from December 5 to December 8, 2026, drawing several million visitors to watch building facades
across the city transformed by large-scale light projections and art installations. The tradition traces back to a 1852 dedication of a
Virgin Mary statue on Fourviere hill, when residents lit candles in their windows, and it has since grown into one of Europes major light-
art festivals. Major installations cluster around Place des Terreaux, Place Bellecour, and the cathedral of Saint-Jean, with dozens of
smaller works scattered through side streets. Crowds are heaviest on the Friday and Saturday evenings, so weeknight visits or an
early start are recommended for easier viewing. Warm layers are essential, since evenings in early December are cold and much of
the event is spent standing outdoors.

Top Pick

Festival Lumiere de Printemps (Spring Light Preview)
2-3 hours per evening No Booking Needed

Map

Held along the Rhone and Saone quays from April 17 to April 19, 2026, this smaller spring cousin of the December light festival
tests new installations from emerging light artists before the main winter event. Expect projection-mapped facades near Place des
Terreaux and interactive light sculptures on Presqu-ile walkways. The atmosphere is relaxed compared to December, with food trucks
and local musicians setting up along the riverbanks each evening from dusk to around 11pm. It is a favorite of Lyon residents who
prefer to see the artists early work without the huge December crowds. Bring a light jacket, as spring evenings by the river stay cool
even when the days are mild.
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Top Pick

Lyon New Year Riverside Celebration
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

On the night of December 31, 2026 into January 1, 2027, crowds gather along the Rhone riverbanks near Pont Wilson and in front
of the Hotel de Ville for a public countdown, fireworks display, and open-air music. Unlike the ticketed New Year events found
elsewhere, this is a free, informal gathering where Lyonnais families and visitors mix, often stopping first at nearby brasseries for a
late dinner before heading outside for midnight. The fireworks are launched from a barge on the river, giving good sightlines from both
banks and from the Presqu-ile bridges. Public transport runs later than usual on the night, though it still gets crowded near midnight.
Claim a spot on the riverbank by 11:30pm for the best unobstructed view.

Notable

Fete des Vendanges (Autumn Harvest Festival)
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Taking place October 3 to October 4, 2026 in the Croix-Rousse district, this harvest festival celebrates the small urban vineyards
still tended on the hillside slopes above the city. Local winemakers set up tasting stands alongside producers of regional cheese,
charcuterie, and honey, while brass bands and folk dance troupes perform in the neighborhood squares. Grape-picking demonstrations
run through the afternoon, drawing on Croix-Rousses history as a silk-weaving and market-garden quarter. The event has a distinctly
neighborhood feel rather than a mass-tourism one, making it a good pick for visitors wanting a slower, more local autumn weekend.
Cash is useful for the smaller stalls, though most now accept cards.

Tips for Events Calendar

Book Nuits de Fourviere tickets well in advance, as popular summer dates sell out fast
December weekends during Fete des Lumieres are extremely crowded, weeknights offer a calmer view of the
installations
Check exact 2026 dates closer to the season, as some events shift by a few days year to year
Pack layers for outdoor evening events regardless of season, as riverside temperatures drop quickly after dark
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Christmas Market

Lyon's winter season centers on the world-famous Fête des Lumières light festival each December, alongside a traditional
Christmas market, an ice rink and Ferris wheel on Place Bellecour, and festively lit streets across Vieux Lyon and the
Presqu'île. Expect large crowds during the first two weeks of the month, especially around the festival dates.

Must See

Fête des Lumières (Festival of Lights)
4 evenings (event runs citywide) No Booking Needed

Map

Lyon's most iconic winter event, the Fête des Lumières, transforms the whole city for four nights in early December 2026
(traditionally around December 5-8, tied to the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8). Locals set candles in their
windows while the city mounts large-scale light installations, video projections and art pieces at dozens of sites, including the
illuminated Fourvière Basilica, Place des Terreaux and the banks of the Rhône and Saône. What began in 1852 as a spontaneous
tribute has grown into one of Europe's largest light festivals, drawing several million visitors. Expect the historic center and Presqu'île
to be pedestrian-only and packed each evening; arrive early, dress warmly, and plan a walking route, since exact 2026 dates and the
program are usually confirmed only a few months ahead.

Top Pick

Marché de Noël de Lyon (Place Carnot)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Lyon's main Christmas market sets up on Place Carnot, near Perrache station, with rows of wooden chalets selling mulled wine,
roasted chestnuts, regional cheeses, Lyonnais specialties and handmade gifts. It typically opens in the second half of November and
runs daily through December 24, 2026, with extended evening hours as the holidays approach. Smaller stalls and a Christmas-themed
carousel often appear nearby on the Presqu'île, and the area is strung with festive lighting that connects easily to the Fête des
Lumières route. It is a relaxed, family-friendly stop for an afternoon browse, a hot drink and some holiday shopping, and it pairs well
with a stroll up pedestrian Rue de la République toward Place des Terreaux.

Notable

Grande Roue and Ice Rink, Place Bellecour
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Each winter, Place Bellecour, one of Europe's largest public squares, hosts a big Ferris wheel offering views over Lyon's rooftops
toward Fourvière hill, plus a seasonal outdoor ice-skating rink that usually runs from late November through early January. Food huts
around the rink serve vin chaud, crêpes and tartiflette, and the square is decked out with lights and a large Christmas tree. It is an
easy, low-cost way to enjoy the season, especially for families or travelers with limited time, and it sits within walking distance of both
the Place Carnot market and the Presqu'île shopping streets. Check exact 2026 opening dates locally, since they shift slightly year to
year with the operator's schedule.
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Optional

Illuminated Vieux Lyon Evening Walk
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Beyond the organized events, December is simply a lovely time to wander Vieux Lyon, the Renaissance old town, and slip through its
covered traboules passageways as shopfronts and facades glow with holiday lighting. Rue Saint-Jean and the lanes around the
Cathédrale Saint-Jean are especially atmospheric after dark, and the funicular up to Fourvière Basilica offers a quieter, elevated
view of the illuminated city below. Many bouchons (traditional Lyonnais bistros) lean into the season with hearty winter menus, so an
evening walk pairs naturally with a cozy dinner. This is a good lower-crowd alternative for visitors who want the festive atmosphere
without the density of the main Fête des Lumières nights.

Tips for Christmas Market

Confirm the Fête des Lumières exact dates closer to the time, as Lyon usually announces the 2026 program only a
couple of months in advance
Book central hotels well ahead of early December, since the festival draws millions of visitors and rooms sell out
fast
Wear warm, comfortable shoes for standing crowds outdoors, and expect some streets to close to traffic during
festival evenings
The Christmas market and ice rink are free to browse; only skating and food/drink purchases cost extra
Combine a Place Bellecour or Place Carnot visit with an evening walk through Vieux Lyon to avoid the heaviest
festival crowds
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With Kids

Lyon is an easy city to enjoy with children, blending hands-on science, animals, and green space into an afternoon without
much planning. From giant aquarium tanks to a hilltop miniature railway, these stops are built around curiosity rather than
sitting still.

Must See

Musée des Confluences
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Housed in a striking building of glass and steel at the tip of the peninsula, this science and anthropology museum is one of the most
reliably fun rainy-day options for families in Lyon. Kids move through galleries on origins of the universe, evolution, and world cultures
using interactive touchscreens, specimens, and immersive displays rather than long text panels. The taxidermy hall and the section on
human societies tend to hold attention especially well for children aged six and up. There is a dedicated childrens area with hands-on
experiments, and the plaza outside has fountains that younger visitors love to run through in warm weather. A cafeteria on site makes
it easy to turn a visit into a half-day outing. Strollers are welcome throughout, and the museum is fully accessible.

Must See

Lyon Aquarium (Aquarium du Grand Lyon)
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Located just outside the city in La Mulatiere, this mid-sized aquarium is a favorite for younger children who want to get close to sharks,
rays, and colorful reef fish without a big crowd. A glass tunnel lets kids walk beneath swimming sharks, and several tanks are set at
child height so toddlers can press their faces right up to the glass. Feeding demonstrations happen at scheduled times and are worth
timing a visit around. The layout is compact, so it rarely feels overwhelming for a family with young kids, and a full visit fits
comfortably into a morning or afternoon. There is a small gift shop and snack area near the exit. It is easy to combine with lunch
nearby, and buggies fit through most of the corridors.

Top Pick

Fourviere Funicular and Miniature Train
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Riding the funicular railway up to Fourviere hill is an attraction in itself for most children, who enjoy the steep climb through the tunnel
as much as the view at the top. Two separate funicular lines run from Vieux Lyon, and the short ride is inexpensive and quick, making
it a low-effort way to add excitement to a day of sightseeing. Once at the summit, families can explore the wooded paths and viewing
terraces at their own pace before riding back down. Kids who enjoy trains and mechanical rides tend to ask to go again immediately. It
works well paired with a picnic on the hillside or a stop at a nearby play area. Tickets can be bought as part of the standard TCL public
transport pass, so no separate booking is needed.
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Notable

Parc de Parilly Playgrounds and Farm
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A large green space on the eastern edge of Lyon, Parc de Parilly offers wide lawns, wooded trails, and several playgrounds spread far
enough apart that toddlers and older kids can each find something suited to them. A small farm area with goats, sheep, and rabbits
gives younger children a chance to see animals up close for free, and the open fields are ideal for running around after a morning of
museums and churches. Picnic tables are scattered throughout, and the park rarely feels crowded even on weekends. It is a practical
choice for families staying nearby who want an unstructured afternoon outdoors. Bikes and scooters are welcome on the paved paths,
and there is ample free parking near the main entrance.

Notable

Musee Miniature et Cinema
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Tucked inside a historic building in Vieux Lyon, this quirky museum pairs tiny, astonishingly detailed miniature scenes with props and
effects from well-known films. Children are often more fascinated by spotting tiny details in the dollhouse-scale rooms, gardens, and
street scenes than by anything else in the old town. The film prop section, including creature effects and set pieces, adds a second
layer of interest for slightly older kids and any budding movie fans in the family. The museum is compact and self-paced, so visits can
be as short or long as attention spans allow. It sits directly on one of Vieux Lyons main streets, making it an easy add-on between
traboule walks and cathedral visits.

Tips for With Kids

Buy the Lyon City Card if visiting several paid attractions, as it covers the aquarium, Musee des Confluences, and
public transport including the funicular
Weekday mornings are noticeably quieter than weekends at the aquarium and Musee des Confluences
Pack a picnic for Fourviere hill or Parc de Parilly rather than relying on limited on-site food options
Most museums offer reduced or free entry for children under 4, and strollers are accepted almost everywhere
listed here
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Hidden Gems

Beyond the postcard views, Lyon rewards the curious with quiet courtyards, oddball museums, and neighborhoods locals
keep mostly to themselves. These spots trade crowds for character, and most take under an hour to fully enjoy.

Top Pick

Mur des Canuts (Canut Wall Mural)
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Tucked into the Croix-Rousse hillside, this trompe-loeil mural spans an entire building facade and depicts the daily life of Lyons
19th-century silk weavers, the canuts, in astonishing three-dimensional detail. Locals pause here on their way up the slope, but few
tourists wander this far from the Presquile. The painting is regularly updated to reflect changes in the real neighborhood around it, so
returning visitors sometimes spot new details. It is free, unguarded, and best appreciated slowly from the small square directly across
the street. Pair it with a stroll through the surrounding Croix-Rousse streets, where steep staircases and hidden passageways reveal
the working-class soul of the district far from the main tourist flow.

Top Pick

Halle du Faubourg (Local Produce Market)
45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A working neighborhood market hall in the Croix-Rousse district, far removed from the more famous covered market near Part-Dieu.
Small producers sell cheese, charcuterie, and seasonal vegetables to residents rather than sightseers, and the atmosphere is
unhurried and genuinely local. Mornings are liveliest, when regulars greet vendors by name and haggling over quality, not price, is the
norm. It is a good spot to assemble a picnic before heading to a nearby park or terrace. Nothing here is staged for visitors, which is
exactly the appeal; expect to hear almost no English and to be treated like anyone else doing their weekly shop. Cash is still preferred
by several stalls, so bring some along.

Top Pick

Musee Urbain Tony Garnier (Open-Air Fresco Museum)
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

An unusual open-air museum in the Etats-Unis housing district where the blank facades of 1930s social housing blocks have been
transformed into giant painted frescoes celebrating the visionary urban planner Tony Garnier. Visitors walk a self-guided trail through
a genuine residential neighborhood, well outside the routes most tourists ever take, where children play football beneath murals the
size of apartment buildings. A small on-site apartment-museum recreates a period interior for those who want context, though the
murals themselves are the main draw and can be seen anytime, free of charge. It offers a rare look at Lyons 20th-century architectural
ambitions rather than its medieval or Roman past. Comfortable shoes help, since the full walking trail covers several streets.
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Notable

Jardin Rosa Mir
20 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A tiny, almost secret mosaic garden hidden behind an unmarked door on the Croix-Rousse slopes, built by a Spanish mason in the
1960s as a tribute to his mother. Every surface, from benches to shell-encrusted walls, is covered in colorful tilework and found
objects, creating a folk-art fantasy barely large enough for a dozen visitors at once. It keeps famously limited opening hours, so
checking ahead saves a wasted trip. Because it is run by volunteers and rarely advertised, even longtime Lyon residents are often
unaware it exists. The scale is small, but the craftsmanship rewards a slow, attentive look rather than a quick photo. Donations to help
maintain the garden are appreciated on entry.

Notable

Cimetiere de Loyasse
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Perched on the Fourvière hill behind the basilica, this sprawling 19th-century cemetery is Lyons oldest and offers ornate tombs,
leafy avenues, and sweeping city views without a single tour group in sight. Silk merchants, resistance fighters, and forgotten local
notables rest beneath elaborate stone chapels that rival small churches in detail. The layout follows the hillside, so paths climb and dip
past sculpted angels and weathered family crypts slowly reclaimed by ivy. It is a peaceful place to walk in the late afternoon, when
light filters through the trees and the noise of the city below fades away completely. Respectful, quiet visiting is expected, as burials
and family visits still take place regularly.

Tips for Hidden Gems

Visit the Croix-Rousse sites (mural, market, garden) together since they sit within a short walk of each other on the
same hillside
Check opening times for Jardin Rosa Mir before going, as its hours are limited and volunteer-run
Weekday mornings give the most authentic feel at Halle du Faubourg, before weekend crowds of locals arrive
Combine Cimetiere de Loyasse with a Fourvière visit, but approach from the quieter back streets to avoid the main
tourist stairs
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Nightlife & Entertainment

When the sun sets, Lyon trades museums for music, swapping traboules for terraces and turning its riverbanks into an
open-air party. Expect everything from converted industrial warehouses and jazz cellars to boat-bound clubs bobbing on
the Rhône, with something running most nights of the week.

Must See

Le Sucre
3-5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Perched atop the former sugar refinery La Sucrière in La Confluence, Le Sucre is Lyon's most talked-about nightlife address, a rooftop
club and cultural space with sweeping views over the Rhône and Saône confluence. By day it hosts art exhibitions and workshops; by
night it transforms into a dance floor for electronic music, live sets, and DJ residencies that draw a crowd of students, creatives, and
clubbers alike. The open terrace is the main draw in warmer months, while the indoor space keeps things going through winter. Expect
a lineup skewing house, techno, and experimental electronic, plus the occasional themed party or live band. It is not a place to dress
up for in a traditional sense, casual and stylish works best. Arrive after 11pm for the real energy, and check the calendar in advance
since events sell out.

Top Pick

Ninkasi Gerland
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Part brewery, part concert hall, Ninkasi is a Lyon institution that pairs house-brewed craft beer with a genuinely strong live-music
program. The flagship Gerland location houses a full concert venue booking touring indie, rock, hip-hop, and electronic acts alongside
a sprawling restaurant-bar where the beer flows freely between sets. It is a favorite for both a low-key evening pint and a full night
out, since the concert hall and bar operate on largely independent schedules. The atmosphere is relaxed and unpretentious, popular
with students and young professionals rather than a see-and-be-seen crowd. On weekends it can host club nights after the live acts
wrap up, keeping the energy going well past midnight. Multiple Ninkasi outposts exist across the city, but Gerland remains the best
bet for a proper gig night. Food and drink are reasonably priced compared to central Presqu'île venues.
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Top Pick Book Ahead

Le Hot Club de Lyon
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Map

Tucked into a cellar near the Presqu'île, Le Hot Club de Lyon is one of France's oldest jazz clubs, running continuously since the
1940s and steeped in genuine musical history. The intimate, low-ceilinged room seats a small crowd close to the stage, creating an
atmosphere far more about listening than dancing, though late sets sometimes loosen up into something livelier. Programming leans
toward traditional and swing jazz alongside contemporary combos, with local musicians and touring acts rotating through most weeks.
A modest cover charge usually applies, and the bar serves wine and simple drinks rather than a full cocktail menu. It is an ideal stop
for anyone wanting a quieter, more atmospheric evening than the club scene offers, especially paired with a late dinner beforehand.
Seating is limited, so arriving early secures a better view of the stage.

Notable

Rue Sainte-Catherine Bar Strip
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Running through the Presqu'île just north of the Terreaux area, Rue Sainte-Catherine is Lyon's densest concentration of bars, pubs,
and late-night hangouts, packed shoulder to shoulder along a few short blocks. The strip caters heavily to a student and twenty-
something crowd, with cheap drink specials, terraces spilling onto the narrow street, and a mix of themed pubs, cocktail bars, and the
occasional small club. Energy builds steadily from early evening and peaks well after midnight on weekends, when the street itself
becomes a kind of open-air party as people bar-hop between venues. It is not a refined experience, expect crowds, noise, and a lively,
sometimes rowdy atmosphere rather than polished mixology. Still, for a spontaneous night out with no reservations needed, it is hard
to beat. Nearby streets extend the scene if one strip fills up.

Notable

Rhône Riverboat Clubs
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Moored along the Quai Victor Augagneur on the left bank of the Rhône, a fleet of converted barges and péniches make up one of
Lyon's most distinctive nightlife scenes. Each boat has its own personality, some lean into electronic music and DJ sets, others favor
live bands, karaoke nights, or laid-back riverside drinks on the upper deck. The setting is the real appeal: dancing on a floating club
with the Rhône lapping against the hull and the city lights reflected on the water. Crowds tend to be a mix of locals and visitors, with
cover charges and door policies varying boat to boat depending on the night's lineup. Weekends bring the biggest crowds and longest
queues, so arriving before midnight helps. It is a uniquely Lyonnais way to end an evening, especially after dinner along the same
riverbank. Bring a light jacket, the open decks get breezy after dark.

Tips for Nightlife & Entertainment

Most clubs and boats do not get going until after 11pm, arrive early only for jazz or concert venues with set start
times
Cover charges are common at clubs on weekends but rare on weeknights
Taxis and night buses (Pleine Lune network) run limited hours, plan your route home in advance
Dress codes are generally relaxed across Lyon compared to Paris, casual smart works almost everywhere
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Lyon, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4★).

Must See

Agastache Restaurant★★★★★ 4.9 (931)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Agastache Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.9★ from 931 reviews. Located at 134 Rue Duguesclin, 69006 Lyon,
France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Maison Moly★★★★★ 4.9 (1,266)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Maison Moly is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.9★ from 1266 reviews. Located at 38 Rue de l'Arbre Sec, 69001 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Canaima Restaurant★★★★★ 4.9 (888)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Canaima Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.9★ from 888 reviews. Located at 24 Rue René Leynaud, 69001 Lyon,
France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

‍L'Étage★★★★★ 4.9 (837)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

‍L'Étage is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.9★ from 837 reviews. Located at 4 Pl. des Terreaux, 69001 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:00 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Regain restaurant LYON★★★★★ 4.9 (1,244)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Regain restaurant LYON is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.9★ from 1244 reviews. Located at 3 Rue d'Algérie, 69001 Lyon,
France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Restaurant Rustique* - Lyon★★★★★ 4.9 (435)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Restaurant Rustique* - Lyon is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.9★ from 435 reviews. Located at 14 Rue d'Enghien, 69002
Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 8:00 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 8:00 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 8:00 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 12:15 – 12:45 PM, 8:00 – 8:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Carmelo★★★★★ 4.8 (38,879)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Carmelo is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 38879 reviews. Located at 7 Rue Neuve, 69001 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:45 AM – 2:00 PM, 6:15 – 10:15 PM
Tuesday: 11:45 AM – 2:00 PM, 6:15 – 10:15 PM
Wednesday: 11:45 AM – 2:00 PM, 6:15 – 10:15 PM
Thursday: 11:45 AM – 2:00 PM, 6:15 – 10:15 PM
Friday: 11:45 AM – 2:00 PM, 6:15 – 10:45 PM
Saturday: 11:45 AM – 3:15 PM, 6:15 – 10:45 PM
Sunday: 11:45 AM – 3:15 PM, 6:15 – 10:15 PM
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Must See

ART Restaurant Lyon★★★★★ 4.8 (1,420)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

ART Restaurant Lyon is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 1420 reviews. Located at 3 Rue Sala, 69002 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM

Must See

La Mère Brazier★★★★★ 4.8 (1,591)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

La Mère Brazier is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 1591 reviews. Located at 12 Rue Royale, 69001 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:15 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Must See

L'Atelier des Augustins★★★★★ 4.8 (1,721)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

L'Atelier des Augustins is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 1721 reviews. Located at 17 Rue Hippolyte Flandrin,
69001 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:15 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Wednesday: 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Thursday: 12:15 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Friday: 12:15 – 1:30 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Saturday: 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Le Bœuf d'Argent★★★★★ 4.8 (928)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Le Bœuf d'Argent is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 928 reviews. Located at 29 Rue du Bœuf, 69005 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 8:30 PM

Must See

Restaurant Le Musée★★★★★ 4.8 (1,462)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Restaurant Le Musée is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 1462 reviews. Located at 2 Rue des Forces, 69002 Lyon,
France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Must See

Ombellule★★★★★ 4.8 (686)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Ombellule is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 686 reviews. Located at 36 Cr Franklin Roosevelt, 69006 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Tuesday: 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Canopée Lyon - Bistronomie de Partage★★★★★ 4.8 (390)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Canopée Lyon - Bistronomie de Partage is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 390 reviews. Located at 12 Rue Major
Martin, 69001 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM
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Must See

LA GÂCHE★★★★★ 4.8 (969)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

LA GÂCHE is a highly-rated restaurant in Lyon, rated 4.8★ from 969 reviews. Located at 2 Pl. du Petit Collège, 69005 Lyon, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 6:30 – 9:30 PM

Practical Information

Ideal Seasons

Spring (April-May): Pleasant temperatures (12-18°C), blooming flowers, and moderate crowds make spring ideal. Parks
showcase cherry blossoms and botanical gardens peak with colors.

Summer (June-September): Warm weather (20-28°C) attracts peak tourism. Festivals proliferate, outdoor activities
flourish, but accommodations become pricier and crowds increase significantly.

Autumn (September-November):  Comfortable temperatures (10-20°C) and wine harvest season make fall attractive.
Fewer tourists than summer while maintaining pleasant weather. Beaujolais wine festival (Beaujolais Nouveau) in
November is celebration.

Winter (December-March): Cold temperatures (0-8°C) see fewer visitors. Christmas markets enliven the city, though
some attractions have reduced hours. Budget-friendly season for accommodations and dining.

Rainfall: Lyon experiences moderate rainfall year-round, with autumn being wettest. Pack umbrella regardless of season.

Getting Around Lyon

Public Transit: Lyon's integrated TCL system includes metro (4 lines), trams (5 lines), and buses (100+ routes). Day
passes and multi-day tourist passes offer excellent value. Metro runs 5am-midnight on most lines with extended service
on weekends.

Funicular Railways: Two funicular lines (Ficelle routes) efficiently ascend to Fourvière Basilica and Saint-Just. Included in
transit passes, they save 20 minutes of uphill walking with stunning city views.

Bicycles: Vélo'v bike-sharing system offers affordable short-term rentals with 400+ stations. Flat terrain between rivers
makes cycling practical and popular among locals.

Taxis & Rideshare: Taxis available at stands or via phone. Uber and other app services operate throughout the city with
reliable coverage.
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Walking: Compact central districts encourage walking. Old Town's narrow streets are pedestrian-friendly with nearby
metro connections.

Airport Access: Saint-Exupéry Airport connects via 30-minute express train (Part-Dieu station) or bus services. Rental
cars available but parking challenging in city center.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Lyon-Saint Exupéry Airport (LYS)  to city center:

Rhônexpress Tram: Direct express tram to Lyon Part-Dieu station in 30 minutes, runs every 15-30 minutes,
€16.90 one-way
Taxi: About 25-35 minutes to city center depending on traffic, fixed rate around €55-65
Private Transfer: Pre-booked door-to-door car service to city center in roughly 30 minutes, from €70
Regional Bus (Cars du Rhône):  Budget bus service to Lyon suburbs in about 45-60 minutes, around €10

Shopping in Lyon

Silk & Textiles: Lyon's historic silk industry remains vibrant with boutiques in Vieux Lyon selling scarves, ties, and
fabrics. Maison Chevron and Soieries Lyonnaises offer authentic products from historical producers.

Fashion & Boutiques: Presqu'île district features luxury brands along Rue de la République and Rue Grolée.
Independent boutiques showcase French design in Vieux Lyon and Fourvière.

Markets: Quai Saint-Antoine market operates daily with fresh produce, flowers, and regional foods. Authentic experience
showcasing local commerce and specialty ingredients.

Gourmet Specialties: Purchase Lyonnais delicacies like quenelles, saucisson, and praline pastries at specialist shops.
Department stores like Printemps and Galeries Lafayette stock major brands and gifts.

Antiques & Vintage: Vieux Lyon features galleries and antique shops in traboule passages. Weekend flea markets
(Marché de la Création) offer vintage furniture and collectibles.

Tax Refunds: Non-EU residents qualify for VAT refunds on purchases over €100 at participating retailers.

Festivals & Events

Lumière Festival (December):  Spectacular four-day international film festival celebrating cinema's origins. Streets
transform with projections, exhibitions, and screenings at historic venues.

Biennale of Contemporary Art (Even Years, September-December):  Acclaimed art event featuring installations,
performances, and exhibitions across city spaces.

Fourvière Basilica Processions (May 8-9):  Religious pilgrimage festival with candlelit processions, hymns, and
traditional observances honoring the Virgin Mary.

Jazz & Blues Festival (Spring/Summer):  Multiple jazz events showcase international and local performers in intimate
and large venues throughout city.

Beaujolais Nouveau (November 3rd):  Nationwide wine release celebration with tastings, parades, and festivities at
wineries and restaurants.

Christmas Markets (November-December):  Traditional holiday markets in Place Bellecour and around city offering
crafts, mulled wine, and seasonal treats.

Book Fair (April): International book fair featuring authors, publishers, and literary events celebrating French publishing
culture.
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Sample Itineraries

Day 1 - Historic Lyon (Classic):  Start Vieux Lyon exploring traboules and Renaissance architecture. Visit Saint-Jean
Cathedral and admire astronomical clock. Lunch at traditional bouchon restaurant. Ascend Fourvière via funicular to
explore Basilica and enjoy panoramic views. Sunset stroll through Fourvière district's winding streets. Dinner in Old Town
with local wines.

Day 2 - Culture & Museums (Art Focus):  Morning at Musée des Beaux-Arts exploring Egyptian antiquities and
Renaissance paintings. Lunch break in Presqu'île district. Afternoon at Institut Lumière learning cinema history. Late
afternoon browsing galleries in Vieux Lyon. Evening performance at Opéra House or contemporary theater.

Day 3 - Parks & Nature (Relaxation):  Full day exploring Parc de la Tête d'Or—rent rowboat on lake, visit zoo, botanical
gardens, and tree-lined paths. Picnic overlooking water. Late afternoon cycling or walking along Rhône riverside paths.
Sunset viewing from park elevations. Dinner at riverside restaurant.

Day 4 - Contemporary & Local (Modern Lyon):  Morning at Museum of Confluences exploring science and natural
history through cutting-edge architecture. Explore La Confluence district's contemporary galleries and design shops.
Afternoon street art tour or graffiti workshop. Evening in Presqu'île's trendy restaurants and bars showcasing modern Lyon
culture.

Day 5 - Day Trip (Exploration):  Full day in Beaujolais wine region—visit multiple family wineries, taste various Gamay
wines, enjoy vineyard views, and lunch at traditional winery restaurant. Alternative: Medieval village of Pérouges with
fortress exploration, artisan workshops, and regional cuisine.

Best Photography Locations

Fourvière Basilica Views (Sunset Best):  Photograph the basilica's white domes from across the Saône at golden hour.
Best vantage: bridge crossings and Vieux Lyon rooftops. Basilica itself offers stunning architecture and city panoramas
from terrace.

Traboule Passageways (Morning Light):  Photograph hidden Renaissance courtyards with dramatic morning light
illuminating ornate facades and decorative elements. Best shots: Rue Saint-Jean and Rue de l'Annonciade passages.

Parc de la Tête d'Or (Golden Hour):  Lake reflections, swans, and tree silhouettes against sunset. Elevated points
within park offer city skyline backgrounds. Early morning mist creates atmospheric compositions.

Place Bellecour (Day or Dusk):  Europe's largest square becomes magnificent at dusk when lit monuments glow.
Symmetrical architecture suits wide-angle compositions. Street performers add life to images.

River Confluences (Blue Hour):  Modern architecture of Museum of Confluences beautifully lit at dusk. Reflected lights
on Rhône and geometric building designs create contemporary compositions.

Saint-Jean Cathedral (Architectural Details):  Gothic facade, rose window, and street-level perspectives showcase
medieval craftsmanship. Stained glass photographs best from interior with afternoon side lighting.

Electrical Information

Voltage & Frequency: France operates on 230V AC at 50Hz standard (compared to 110V in North America). Most
modern electronics (phones, laptops) feature dual-voltage capability—verify before plugging in to prevent damage.

Plug Types: France exclusively uses Type E sockets (two round pins with grounding clip). This differs from UK (Type G),
US (Type A/B), and other standards.

Adapters & Converters: Essential for non-European visitors. Universal travel adapters accommodating multiple plug
types available at airports, pharmacies, and electronics stores. Dual-voltage converters necessary for devices not marked
as dual-voltage.
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Charging Stations: USB charging ports increasingly available at hotels, restaurants, and public spaces. Portable power
banks recommended for day trips when outlets unavailable.

Where to Purchase: Hypermarkets (Carrefour, Leclerc) stock adapters and converters. Darty and Fnac electronics stores
offer wide selections. Airport shops provide convenient purchases though at premium prices.

Culinary Highlights

Signature Dishes: Quenelles (pike dumplings in sauce) represent Lyonnais cuisine's signature. Andouillette (tripe
sausage) and Saucisson (cured pork) define local charcuterie. Gratinée Lyonnaise (onion soup) warms winter meals.
Praline pastries—pink almond confections—make perfect souvenirs.

Bouchon Restaurants: Traditional working-class establishments serving hearty Lyonnais fare in casual atmosphere.
Historic venues like Chez Léa and Chez Paul exemplify bouchon experience with wine-paired multi-course meals at
reasonable prices.

Wine Regions: Côtes du Rhône and Beaujolais wines dominate local wine lists. Beaujolais cru varieties (Brouilly, Morgon,
Fleurie) showcase Gamay grape's versatility. Condrieu white wines complement lighter local dishes.

Market Shopping: Quai Saint-Antoine market provides authentic ingredients and prepared foods. Specialty shops sell
local cheeses, cured meats, and confections. Artisan bakeries (boulangeries) offer fresh bread and pastries daily.

Modern Dining: Contemporary chefs apply Lyonnais traditions innovatively. Michelin-starred restaurants explore
molecular techniques while respecting regional heritage. Budget options in student-friendly areas near universities.

Tourist Passes

Lyon City Card

Comprehensive tourist pass including free public transportation (metro, tram, bus, funicular), museum entry (15+ major
venues), and discounts at shops and restaurants. Available for 1, 2, or 3 days. Excellent value for tourists planning
multiple attractions. Includes guidebook and maps. Digital option available for smartphone use.

www.lyon-france.com

TCL Transit Pass

Standalone public transportation pass covering metro, tram, bus, and funicular across Lyon metropolitan area. 1-day, 3-
day, 7-day, and monthly options available. Most economical for visitors focused on transportation without museum visits.
Unlimited journeys within pass validity period.

www.tcl.fr

Museum Combination Tickets

Multi-museum passes offering discounted combined entry to Beaux-Arts, Gallo-Roman, Textile, and Lumière museums.
Individual or group rates available. First Sunday of month offers free entry to many municipal museums, reducing pass
necessity.

www.musees-romains-lyon.fr
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Lumière Festival Pass

Special December festival pass granting unlimited film screenings across venue network during four-day event. Includes
access to outdoor projections and exhibitions. Premium passes include curated programming and VIP events. Festival
passes sell out—advance purchase recommended.

www.festival-lumiere.org
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