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Things to do in Nantes

Landmarks & Monuments

Nantes is home to impressive historic structures that tell the story of its wealthy past as a trading port and ducal capital.

Must See

Château des Ducs de Bretagne
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A magnificent 15th-century fortress that served as the residence of Breton dukes. This imposing castle features distinctive white
towers, a museum documenting Nantes' history from medieval times to WWII, and beautiful gardens. The castle's well-preserved
ramparts offer scenic walks with panoramic city views.

Top Pick

Passage Pommeraye
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

A stunning 19th-century shopping arcade built in 1843, featuring three levels connected by grand staircases. This architectural
jewel showcases ornate columns, decorative railings, and skylights that flood the passage with natural light. A perfect blend of historic
elegance and functional shopping.

Top Pick

Cathédrale Saint-Pierre-et-Saint-Paul
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

An impressive Gothic cathedral begun in the 15th century but not completed until the 19th century. The cathedral features
remarkable stained glass windows, intricate stone carvings, and the ornate tomb of Francis II, Duke of Brittany. The interior's soaring
vaults and luminous atmosphere make it a spiritual and architectural masterpiece.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit the castle early morning to avoid crowds
The cathedral is impressive at sunset when light streams through stained glass
Passage Pommeraye is perfect for rainy days
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Museums & Galleries

Nantes boasts excellent museums covering art, history, natural sciences, and contemporary creativity.

Must See

Musée d'Arts de Nantes
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A world-class fine arts museum with collections spanning from medieval times to contemporary works. The museum houses works
by Watteau, Delacroix, and Monet, as well as modern and contemporary art. The elegant building and well-curated exhibitions make it
one of France's finest provincial art museums.

Top Pick

Musée Jules Verne
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Dedicated to the famous author Jules Verne who was born in Nantes, this museum, in an 1872 building on the Butte Sainte-Anne,
explores his extraordinary life and imaginative works. The exhibits include manuscripts, first editions, theatrical adaptations, and
interactive displays celebrating his pioneering science fiction novels like 'Journey to the Center of the Earth' and '20,000 Leagues
Under the Sea'.

Top Pick

Château des Ducs - Museum Exhibits
2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Within the castle complex, the museum displays Breton heritage and Nantes history. Exhibits detail the city's transformation from
a medieval power center to a modern metropolis, including artifacts from the slave trade era, Renaissance art, and modern
installations documenting local identity.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Many museums offer free entry on first Sundays
The arts museum has excellent temporary exhibitions
Jules Verne enthusiasts shouldn't miss his childhood home context
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Squares & Streets

Nantes' urban landscape features charming squares and pedestrian streets that showcase both historic architecture and
vibrant modern culture.

Top Pick

Place Royale
45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

An elegant 18th-century square featuring a majestic fountain at its center depicting the city's major rivers. Surrounded by refined
classical buildings with arcaded ground floors, the square is a hub of activity with restaurants, cafés, and shops. The architecture
exemplifies 18th-century urban planning elegance.

Top Pick

Rue Crébillon
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Nantes' premier shopping and dining street, stretching through the city center. This pedestrian-friendly thoroughfare is lined with
boutiques, department stores, restaurants, and cafés. The street perfectly blends historic facades with modern storefronts and serves
as the social heart of Nantes.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Place Graslin & Théâtre Graslin
1 hour Book Ahead

Map

A stunning 18th-century neoclassical square dominated by the magnificent Théâtre Graslin, an ornate opera house. The
surrounding buildings and the theater's grand facade create an impressive architectural composition. The area buzzes with cultural
events and is ideal for evening strolls.

Tips for Squares & Streets

Visit Place Royale in the evening when buildings are beautifully lit
Rue Crébillon is best explored on weekday mornings for a relaxed atmosphere
Check for events at Théâtre Graslin during your stay
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Religious Sites

Nantes has a rich religious heritage reflected in its beautiful churches, chapels, and spiritual spaces spanning centuries.

Top Pick

Basilique Saint-Nicolas
45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A Neo-Gothic basilica built in the 19th century featuring remarkable ribbed vaults, pointed arches, and beautiful stained glass
windows depicting religious scenes. The basilica's interior is spacious and luminous, with intricate stone carvings and devotional
artwork creating a serene atmosphere.

Notable

Chapelle de l'Immaculée Conception
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

An intimate 19th-century chapel notable for its pure Neo-Gothic style and peaceful interior. The chapel's modest scale offers a
quieter spiritual experience compared to larger cathedrals, making it ideal for contemplation and prayer.

Tips for Religious Sites

Visit early morning for peaceful contemplation
Photography restrictions may apply during services
Check opening hours before visiting smaller chapels
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Parks & Gardens

Nantes offers beautiful green spaces perfect for relaxation, recreation, and connecting with nature throughout the
seasons.

Top Pick

Jardin des Plantes
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A delightful 19th-century botanical garden spanning 7 hectares with diverse plant collections, peaceful walking paths, and scenic
viewpoints. The garden features greenhouses, a pond with water lilies, sculptures, and seasonal flower displays. It's an oasis of
tranquility in the city center.

Top Pick

Île de Versailles
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

An artificial island in the Erdre River featuring Japanese-style gardens with ornamental ponds, bridges, and peaceful landscaping.
The island provides serene nature walks and beautiful seasonal views, especially during spring cherry blossoms and autumn foliage.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Jardin des Plantes is ideal for families and photographers
Visit Île de Versailles in spring for cherry blossoms
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Fountains & Public Art

Nantes celebrates creativity and artistic expression through public fountains, sculptures, and contemporary art
installations throughout the city.

Must See Book Ahead

Les Machines de l'Île
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Map

A unique contemporary art installation and amusement space featuring mechanical sculptures and kinetic art on the former
shipyard Île de Nantes. The iconic mechanical elephant that visitors can ride is a must-see experience combining art, engineering, and
imagination in spectacular fashion.

Top Pick

Fontaine de la Place Royale
20 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

An ornate 19th-century fountain at the heart of Place Royale, featuring allegorical figures representing the Loire, Erdre, and Sèvre
rivers that define Nantes' geography. The fountain's sculptural details and water features create a striking centerpiece reflecting the
city's prosperity.

Notable

Street Art & Murals
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Nantes boasts vibrant street art scenes with colorful murals, graffiti art, and urban installations particularly concentrated in
neighborhoods like Bouffay and along the Loire banks. Regular art festivals and creative projects transform walls into living galleries
celebrating contemporary artistic expression.

Tips for Fountains & Public Art

Book tickets for Les Machines in advance during peak season
The mechanical elephant ride is thrilling and popular with all ages
Explore street art on a guided walking tour for context and stories
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Each neighborhood in Nantes has distinct character, offering unique atmospheres, local cuisine, and cultural experiences.

Must See

Bouffay - Historic Old Town
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The medieval heart of Nantes featuring narrow winding streets, half-timbered buildings, and Renaissance architecture. This vibrant
neighborhood combines historic charm with contemporary culture, hosting galleries, boutiques, restaurants, and bars. The area
perfectly captures Nantes' transformation from medieval citadel to modern cultural hub.

Must See

Île de Nantes - Modern Innovation District
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The transformed shipyard island showcasing Nantes' commitment to contemporary culture and innovation. This revitalized area
features Les Machines de l'Île, modern architecture, cultural spaces, restaurants, and scenic riverside promenades offering a glimpse
into the city's future-oriented vision.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Bouffay comes alive in the evening with bustling bars and restaurants
Explore Île de Nantes in daylight to fully appreciate modern architecture
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and activities that provide deeper insights into Nantes' history, culture, and attractions.

Must See Book Ahead

Mechanical Elephant Ride
30 minutes Book Ahead

An unforgettable experience riding the iconic mechanical elephant at Les Machines de l'Île. This 12-meter tall animated elephant
carries passengers on its back on a roughly 30-minute journey (three routes) through the island's artistic landscape, combining
engineering marvel with imaginative storytelling.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Guided City Tours
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Professional guided walking tours explore Nantes' architecture, history, and neighborhoods with knowledgeable local guides.
Tours cover themes including medieval history, Belle Époque elegance, industrial heritage, and contemporary art, offering contextual
understanding impossible to achieve alone.

Top Pick Book Ahead

River Loire Cruises
1-3 hours Book Ahead

Scenic boat tours along the Loire River and its tributaries offer unique perspectives on Nantes' waterfront architecture and natural
surroundings. Tours vary from short urban cruises to longer excursions through picturesque riverside landscapes, some including
meals and entertainment.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book tours in advance, especially in summer
River cruises are most pleasant in spring and fall
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Day Trips & Excursions

Discover charming destinations within easy reach of Nantes, each offering unique attractions and experiences.

Top Pick

Château de Clisson
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A dramatic ruined medieval fortress 30km south of Nantes overlooking the confluence of two rivers. The castle's impressive stone
towers and fortifications offer insights into medieval military architecture. The surrounding picturesque village of Clisson provides
charming streets, shops, and restaurants with authentic Breton character.

Top Pick

Guerande Walled City
4-5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A perfectly preserved medieval walled town about 80km west of Nantes (around an hour by car) with intact ramparts, towers, and
gates. The village features narrow cobblestone streets, historic buildings, salt marshes (where fleur de sel is harvested), artisanal
shops, and excellent restaurants offering traditional Breton cuisine and local specialties.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Saint-Nazaire Submarine Base & Port
4-5 hours Book Ahead

Map

Explore WWII submarine history at this major Atlantic port 60km from Nantes. The U-boat base features preserved submarines,
museums, and naval heritage sites. The modern port showcases industrial maritime culture with giant container ships and shipbuilding
heritage representing contemporary oceanic commerce.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Château de Clisson is best visited by car, rent one for maximum flexibility
Guerande is charming year-round and offers excellent food experiences
Combine submarine base visit with coastal beach time in Saint-Nazaire
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Christmas Market

Nantes celebrates the holidays with its traditional Marché de Noël in the city centre, complemented by an outdoor ice rink,
festive lighting along the Cours des 50 Otages, and seasonal treats served under wooden chalets.

The market runs from mid-November through 27 December, drawing locals and visitors for mulled wine, crafts, and a
cheerful winter atmosphere before the shops close for the holiday itself.

Must See

Marche de Noel de Nantes
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The heart of Nantes holiday season is its Marche de Noel, a cluster of wooden chalets set up on Place Royale and Place du
Commerce in the city centre. Expect to browse for artisan gifts, regional food products, and holiday decorations while sipping vin
chaud to stay warm. The market typically opens in late November and runs through December 24, 2026, with extended evening
hours as Christmas approaches. Strings of lights overhead and seasonal music add to the atmosphere, and its a popular meeting spot
for locals after work or school. Its centrally located and easy to combine with a stroll through the nearby Passage Pommeraye or a
coffee break on Place Royale. Confirm exact dates closer to the season, as municipal markets sometimes shift by a week from year to
year.

Top Pick

Patinoire de Noel (Holiday Ice Rink)
1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Alongside the Christmas market, the city usually installs a temporary outdoor ice rink in the centre, giving families and couples a
chance to skate beneath festive lights. Sessions run in timed slots and skate rental is included or available on site, so no need to bring
your own gear. Its a favourite for an evening activity in December 2026, especially when paired with a hot chocolate from one of the
nearby chalets afterward. The rink tends to draw a lively crowd on weekends, so arriving earlier in the day or on a weekday evening
usually means shorter waits. Bundle up, as Nantes winters are damp and chilly even though snow is uncommon. Check the citys
official tourism site for that years exact location and opening dates, since the rink is not always in precisely the same spot.

Notable

Cours des 50 Otages Holiday Lights
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Nantess main pedestrian boulevard, the Cours des 50 Otages, gets dressed up each December with illuminated arches, garlands,
and decorative displays that stretch through the heart of downtown. Its free to wander at any hour and makes for an easy self-guided
evening walk, especially when combined with a visit to the adjacent Christmas market chalets. The lights typically switch on in late
November and stay up through early January, giving a wide window to enjoy them in 2026. Photographers will find good vantage
points near the fountains and along the central walkway. Its a low-key, no-cost way to soak up the holiday mood without needing
tickets or reservations. Pair it with a warm crepe or gaufre from a nearby stand for the full seasonal experience.
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Optional

Day Trip to Rennes Christmas Market
Half day Book Ahead

Map

Travelers wanting a bigger or more traditional Christmas market experience can hop on a direct train to nearby Rennes, about 90
minutes away, whose Marche de Noel is set within the citys well-preserved half-timbered old town. Its an easy round trip in a single
December day, with frequent regional trains connecting the two cities. This makes a good option for visitors staying in Nantes for
several days who want to sample a second, distinct holiday market atmosphere. Book train tickets a little ahead during peak
December weekends, as they can sell out. Dress warmly, as the walk between the station and the old town is mostly outdoors.

Tips for Christmas Market

Confirm exact 2026 opening and closing dates on the citys official tourism website, as they can shift year to year.
Evenings after dark are the most atmospheric time to visit, once the lights are lit.
Dress in layers, Nantes winters are damp and windy rather than snowy.
Combine the market with a walk down the covered Passage Pommeraye to stay dry if it rains.
Most stalls accept card payment, but keep some cash for smaller vendors.
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Nightlife & Entertainment

When the sun sets, Nantes trades its museums for music venues, cocktail bars, and riverside terraces. The city's nightlife
spreads across the Bouffay quarter's cobbled lanes, the Graslin area's grand cafes, and the Île de Nantes' converted
industrial spaces, offering everything from intimate jazz cellars to buzzing student bars.

Must See

Le Lieu Unique
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Housed in the former LU biscuit factory beside the train station, Le Lieu Unique is Nantes's flagship venue for alternative culture,
blending a bar, concert hall, and performance space under one roof. By day it draws a laid-back crowd for coffee beneath the iconic
tower; by night the atmosphere shifts toward live music, DJ sets, and experimental performances. The industrial architecture, exposed
brick, and steel beams give it a distinctive edge over standard nightclubs. There is also a hammam and bookshop on site, making it a
cultural hub as much as a nightlife spot. Expect a mixed crowd of students, artists, and locals. Check the program ahead of time, as
offerings range from techno nights to spoken word.

Must See

Bouffay Quarter Bar Crawl
3-5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The medieval streets of the Bouffay district transform after dark into Nantes's densest concentration of bars and pubs, packed with
students and young professionals moving between cozy cocktail dens and lively terraces. Rue de la Juiverie and the surrounding
squares fill up on weekend nights with a relaxed, sociable energy that spills onto the pavement in warmer months. Expect a mix of
craft beer pubs, wine bars, and small clubs playing everything from indie rock to electronic beats. Prices stay reasonable compared to
bigger French cities, and the compact layout makes bar-hopping easy on foot. It gets especially busy on Thursday and Friday nights
when the local student population turns out in force. Arrive early to grab a terrace seat.

Top Pick

Bar Le Floride
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Bar Le Floride is a late-night rock and electronic venue with an open-stage night on Thursdays and rock nights on Fridays and
Saturdays (advertised 23:30-06:30). Check the venue's programme before going.
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Notable

Île de Nantes Warehouse Clubs
3-5 hours Book Ahead

Map

Across the Loire on the Île de Nantes, former shipyard warehouses have been repurposed into some of the city's most atmospheric
nightclubs and event spaces, hosting electronic music nights, techno DJs, and larger touring acts. The raw industrial interiors, high
ceilings, and riverside setting give these venues a very different feel from the cozy bars of the old town, appealing to a crowd chasing
bigger sound systems and later hours. Many spaces double as art and event venues during the day, so the lineup changes frequently.
Taxis or the tram are the easiest way back across the river late at night. It is best suited to visitors looking for a genuine club night
rather than a quiet drink.

Tips for Nightlife & Entertainment

Bouffay gets crowded after 11pm on weekends, arrive earlier for a seat
Trams run later on Friday and Saturday nights (until about 2:30am); check the night timetable for your route
Many bars offer a cheaper happy hour between 6pm and 8pm
Some Ile de Nantes clubs require advance tickets for special events

mycitytravelguide.com
Nantes Travel Guide · France



With Kids

Nantes rewards families with hands-on science museums, leafy parks built for running around, and an easy day trip to see
lions and giraffes just outside town. Many stops are indoors and weatherproof, which helps on the citys frequently grey
days, and public transport makes reaching them simple even with a stroller in tow.

Must See Book Ahead

Planète Sauvage
Full day (6-8 hours) Book Ahead

Map

About thirty minutes south of central Nantes, this drive-through and walk-through safari park is the citys classic full-day family
excursion. Families can drive their own car slowly through enclosures where zebras, giraffes, and even lions roam close to the road,
then park and walk through areas with monkeys, bears, and a large lake with dolphin presentations. Its designed with young children
in mind, with a play area, a small train, and picnic spots scattered throughout the grounds. Plan on a full day, arriving early to catch
animal feedings and avoid midday queues at the entrance gate. A car is the easiest way to get there, though the park does run limited
shuttle options during peak season. Its more expensive than the citys indoor museums, but for kids who love animals its usually the
highlight of the whole trip.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Planétarium de Nantes
45-60 minutes Book Ahead

Map

On the Butte Sainte-Anne near the Jules Verne museum, this small planetarium runs family-friendly shows projected onto a domed
ceiling that reliably draws gasps from young kids. Sessions cover the solar system, stars, and space exploration, with some screenings
adapted specifically for younger audiences using simple narration and bright visuals rather than dense science. The theater only seats
around sixty people, so it never feels overwhelming, and reclining seats let children lie back comfortably to watch the sky unfold
above them. Shows run about forty-five minutes, a manageable stretch even for shorter attention spans, and staff are used to fielding
kids questions afterward. Its a good option to slot in on a rainy afternoon or to break up a day of walking, and booking ahead is wise
since popular weekend and school-holiday slots fill quickly.

Top Pick

Jardin du Grand Blottereau
1.5-2.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

This spacious park east of the city center around an eighteenth-century château is a favorite with local families for its free
playgrounds, open lawns, and a small petting-zoo style farm with goats, sheep, and rabbits that kids can get close to. Greenhouses on
site hold tropical and exotic plants, offering a warm, sheltered detour on cooler days, while the grounds themselves are large enough
for a proper run-around without feeling crowded. Paths are flat and stroller-friendly, and there are picnic tables scattered under
mature trees for a packed lunch. Its far less touristy than the citys central sights, which makes it a relaxed spot to let kids burn off
energy between museum visits. Its reachable by tram followed by a short walk, and unlike most paid attractions in Nantes, a visit here
costs nothing.

Optional

Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle de Nantes
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Closed for renovation since 3 November 2025; reopening is planned for 2029. The natural history museum, housed in a
nineteenth-century building near the Jardin des Plantes, is not open to visitors in the meantime. Check the museum's site for any
events or temporary exhibitions elsewhere in the city.
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Tips for With Kids

Combine the Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle and Planétarium in one visit since theyre next door to each other, and
book planetarium tickets ahead for weekends and school holidays.
A car is the most practical way to reach Planète Sauvage; check for shuttle bus options if traveling without one.
Most museums offer reduced or free entry for young children, so bring ID confirming their age to skip any
confusion at the ticket counter.
Pack a picnic for the Jardin du Grand Blottereau, its free entry and shaded lawns make it an easy budget stop
between paid activities.
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Events Calendar

Nantes keeps a lively calendar year-round, from riverside light shows to open-air concerts and a famous Christmas
market. Below are the citys signature 2026 dates worth planning a trip around.

Must See

Le Voyage a Nantes Summer Trail
Full day (self-guided over 8 weeks) No Booking Needed

Map

Each summer the entire city becomes an open-air art trail. From 4 July to 6 September 2026, a painted green line on the pavement
guides visitors past dozens of temporary installations, murals and performances woven through the historic center, the Loire quays
and the Ile de Nantes. Expect large-scale sculptures, pop-up gardens and unexpected interventions in courtyards and squares,
alongside standing icons like the Machines de lile. Evenings bring illuminated installations and free concerts on several riverside
stages. The trail is entirely free and self-guided, with a printed map available from tourist information points. Its the best single
window to see Nantes contemporary art scene at full volume, and cafes along the route stay open late to catch the crowds.

Must See

Nantes Christmas Market (Place Royale)
1-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

From 19 November to 27 December 2026, Nantes's Christmas market (the largest in western France) fills Place Royale and Place
du Commerce with wooden chalets selling mulled wine, roasted chestnuts, regional cheeses and handmade crafts. It runs daily into
the evening, with the busiest, most atmospheric hours after dark when the fairy lights come on. It is an easy walk from Place Graslin
and the covered Passage Pommeraye.

Top Pick

Rendez-vous de lErdre Boat Festival
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Each late summer (24 to 30 August in 2026), the Erdre river north of the city hosts one of Europe's largest gatherings of classic and
vintage boats, with parades of vintage yachts, steamboats and rowing crews along the water. Riverside parks fill with food stalls and
music. Check rendezvouserdre.com for each year's dates and programme.

mycitytravelguide.com
Nantes Travel Guide · France



Top Pick

Hellfest Warm-Up and Nantes Fete de la Musique
3-5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

On 21 June 2026, Nantes throws open its streets and squares for the national Fete de la Musique, with free live performances from
dozens of local and touring bands filling Place Royale, Place du Bouffay and the quays of the Loire from late afternoon until well past
midnight. Genres range from brass bands and choirs to rock and electronic sets, with bars and restaurants spilling music onto the
pavement all evening. The event doubles as an unofficial warm-up for the nearby Hellfest metal festival held the same weekend
outside the city, so the atmosphere carries an extra buzz of touring fans passing through. Entry to every stage is completely free, and
the compact medieval streets around the Bouffay district make it easy to wander between performances. Expect the center to stay
lively until early morning.

Tips for Events Calendar

Le Voyage a Nantes trail map is free at tourist offices and marks every stop with the green line on the pavement.
Arrive early to the Christmas market on weekends, when the ice rink and Ferris wheel queues get long.
Check ferry and tram schedules to Erdre riverside sites during Rendez-vous de lErdre, as roads nearby get
congested.

mycitytravelguide.com
Nantes Travel Guide · France



Hidden Gems

Beyond the château and the mechanical elephants, Nantes hides a quieter city of tilting merchant houses, riverside fishing
villages, and neighborhood markets that most visitors never find. These spots reward travelers willing to wander a few
streets off the tourist axis, offering a more intimate, local view of the city. Bring comfortable shoes and a bit of curiosity.

Must See

Île Feydeau
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Once a true island in the Loire before the surrounding Loire branches were filled in during the 20th century (it stopped being an island
in 1933), Île Feydeau is a compact grid of streets lined with elegant 18th-century shipowner mansions built on wooden piles driven
into the riverbed. Decades of subsidence have left many facades visibly cracked and leaning, earning the quarter its nickname of the
sinking ships. Look up to spot the elaborate carved mascarons, grinning faces, exotic figures, and mythological creatures decorating
the doorways, a legacy of the colonial trade fortunes that funded the neighborhood. Jules Verne was born just steps away, and locals
like to say the tilting buildings sparked his early imagination. Quiet and residential, the quarter is easy to walk past if you stick to the
main shopping streets, yet it rewards a slow fifteen-minute detour with some of the most atmospheric architecture in the city.

Must See

Trentemoult
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A short hop across the Loire on the navibus ferry lands you in Trentemoult, a former fishing village now absorbed into the suburb of
Rezé but still feeling like its own world. Narrow lanes wind between brightly painted low houses, once home to sailors and their
families, now dotted with independent boutiques, small galleries, and relaxed cafes. There are no big monuments here, just a genuine
sense of village life within sight of the city skyline, and locals treat it as an easy weekend escape rather than a tourist stop. Sit at a
waterfront terrace and watch the ferries cross, or duck into the maze of side streets to find murals and hand-painted shutters. The
crossing itself, on a small passenger boat rather than a bridge, is part of the charm and offers one of the best low-key views of the
Nantes riverfront.

Top Pick

Butte Sainte-Anne
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Perched above the former shipbuilding district of Chantenay, the Butte Sainte-Anne is a small hilltop park that most visitors never
climb to, despite offering one of the widest panoramas over the Loire, the city rooftops, and the old dry docks below. A statue of Saint
Anne watches over the terrace, and a modest memorial recalls the district's wartime and industrial past, when this bluff overlooked
one of France's busiest shipyards. Benches scattered along the ridge make it a favorite spot for locals to watch the sunset, read, or
simply escape the busier streets of the center. There are no ticket booths or gift shops, just a quiet green space and a view that puts
the scale of the river city into perspective. Come in late afternoon for the best light over the water.
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Top Pick

Marché de Talensac
45-60 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Housed in a covered market hall inaugurated in 1937, the Marché de Talensac is the food market Nantes locals actually shop at
(open Tuesday to Friday 8:00-13:00 and weekends 8:00-13:30; closed Mondays), tucked into the bohemian Madeleine neighborhood a
short walk from the historic center. Stalls overflow with Breton oysters, local cheeses, seasonal produce, and fresh bread, and the
surrounding streets are lined with small independent shops, bars, and record stores rather than tourist boutiques. Mornings are the
liveliest time to visit, when the market hums with regulars picking up ingredients for lunch and vendors calling out the day's catch.
Even without buying anything, wandering the aisles gives a far more genuine sense of everyday Nantes than the postcard sights
downtown. Pair a visit with a coffee at one of the neighboring cafes to watch the quartier go about its ordinary business.

Notable

Cimetière de la Miséricorde
45-60 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Laid out in the 19th century on a hillside overlooking the city, the Cimetière de la Miséricorde is Nantes at its most theatrical and
least visited. Elaborate family tombs, weathered angel statues, and moss-covered chapels climb the slope in tiers, resting places for
shipowners, artists, and civic figures who built the Nantes of the industrial era. Unlike the crowded landmarks downtown, the cemetery
is almost always silent, making it a favorite among photographers and anyone curious about the city's funerary art and sculpture.
Paths wind past ornate ironwork gates and crumbling mausoleums half-swallowed by ivy, with occasional gaps in the trees opening
onto views of the Loire below. It is not a conventional attraction, but for travelers interested in local history away from the crowds, few
places in Nantes feel this atmospheric.

Tips for Hidden Gems

Take the navibus ferry (covered by a standard Nantes transit ticket) to reach Trentemoult across the Loire.
Visit Île Feydeau in the late afternoon when low sunlight highlights the leaning facades and carved mascarons.
The Marché de Talensac is busiest and freshest before noon, especially Tuesday to Sunday.
Combine Butte Sainte-Anne with a walk through the old Chantenay shipyards for a full afternoon off the main
tourist track.
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Nantes, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4★).

Le Lion et L'agneau★★★★★ 4.9 (888)
1-2 hours

Map

Le Lion et L'agneau is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.9★ from 888 reviews. Located at 40 Rue Fouré, 44000 Nantes,
France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

OBBO - cave à manger★★★★★ 4.9 (360)
1-2 hours

Map

OBBO - cave à manger is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.9★ from 360 reviews. Located at 10 All. des Tanneurs, 44000
Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed
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SAIN★★★★★ 4.9 (1,306)
1-2 hours

Map

SAIN is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.9★ from 1306 reviews. Located at 93 Rue Maréchal Joffre, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Le Reflet★★★★★ 4.9 (1,172)
1-2 hours

Map

Le Reflet is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.9★ from 1172 reviews. Located at 4 Rue des Trois Croissants, 44000 Nantes,
France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:30 PM
Saturday: 7:30 – 10:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Bairoz★★★★★ 4.9 (272)
1-2 hours

Map

Bairoz is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.9★ from 272 reviews. Located at 40 Bis Rue Fouré, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:15 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:15 PM
Wednesday: 12:15 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:15 PM
Thursday: 12:15 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:15 PM
Friday: 12:15 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:15 PM
Saturday: 12:15 – 1:15 PM, 7:30 – 9:15 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Restaurant Art'N Blum - Restaurant Nantes★★★★★ 4.8 (731)
1-2 hours

Map

Restaurant Art'N Blum - Restaurant Nantes is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 731 reviews. Located at 10 Rue
Léon Blum, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 8:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Lamaccotte - Restaurant Nantes★★★★★ 4.8 (867)
1-2 hours

Map

Lamaccotte - Restaurant Nantes is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 867 reviews. Located at 7 Rue Saint-Denis,
44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

mycitytravelguide.com
Nantes Travel Guide · France



Freia★★★★★ 4.8 (1,463)
1-2 hours

Map

Freia is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 1463 reviews. Located at 22 Bd de Berlin, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 7:30 – 8:45 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 8:45 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 8:45 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 8:45 PM
Saturday: 7:30 PM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: Closed

La Mandale Restaurant★★★★★ 4.8 (553)
1-2 hours

Map

La Mandale Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 553 reviews. Located at 32 Rue Léon Jamin, 44000
Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 3:00 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed
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Pickles★★★★★ 4.8 (997)
1-2 hours

Map

Pickles is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 997 reviews. Located at 2 Rue du Marais, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 2:30 PM, 7:30 – 11:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Le Manoir De La Régate★★★★★ 4.8 (1,098)
1-2 hours

Map

Le Manoir De La Régate is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 1098 reviews. Located at 155 Rte de Gachet, 44300
Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: Closed
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SEPIA★★★★★ 4.8 (696)
1-2 hours

Map

SEPIA is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 696 reviews. Located at 1 Quai Turenne, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:30 – 1:45 PM, 8:00 – 8:45 PM
Wednesday: 12:30 – 1:45 PM, 8:00 – 8:45 PM
Thursday: 12:30 – 1:45 PM, 8:00 – 8:45 PM
Friday: 12:30 – 1:45 PM, 8:00 – 9:45 PM
Saturday: 8:00 – 9:45 PM
Sunday: Closed

L'Agave★★★★★ 4.8 (500)
1-2 hours

Map

L'Agave is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 500 reviews. Located at 11 Rue Léon Blum, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: Closed
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Gwaien Restaurant Nantes★★★★★ 4.8 (714)
1-2 hours

Map

Gwaien Restaurant Nantes is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.8★ from 714 reviews. Located at 63 Rue de Bel air, 44000
Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 – 1:45 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 1:30 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 1:45 PM, 7:45 – 9:15 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 1:45 PM, 7:45 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 7:45 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Meraki★★★★★ 4.7 (268)
1-2 hours

Map

Meraki is a highly-rated restaurant in Nantes, rated 4.7★ from 268 reviews. Located at 2 Rue Menou, 44000 Nantes, France.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 2:00 PM, 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 7:30 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Practical Information

Spring (April-May): Mild temperatures (12-18°C), blooming gardens, Easter festivals. Perfect for exploring outdoors.

Summer (June-August): Warm (18-24°C), outdoor concerts, street performances, festivals. Peak tourist season with
larger crowds.

Fall (September-October): Pleasant temperatures (12-18°C), fewer crowds, harvest season, excellent for sightseeing.

Winter (November-March): Cool (5-10°C), Christmas markets, fewer tourists, perfect for museums and indoor activities.

Best months for general visiting: May-June and September-October
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Getting Around Nantes

Tram & Bus: Nantes has an excellent public transport network with three tram lines and numerous buses. The Nantes
Pass offers unlimited travel.

Cycling: Nantes is bike-friendly with extensive cycling paths. Bicloo is the city's bike-sharing system with 1,230 shared
bikes at 125 stations.

Walking: The city center is very walkable, with most attractions within 20-30 minutes on foot.

Taxi & Rideshare: Taxis and Uber are available throughout the city.

Getting to Nantes

By Air: Nantes Atlantique Airport (15km southwest) has direct flights to major European cities. Shuttle buses and taxis
connect to the city center (30-40 minutes).

By Train: Direct trains from Paris (2 hours), Bordeaux (3.5 hours), Toulouse (5 hours), and other major cities connect to
the modern Gare de Nantes.

By Car: Major highways (A11, A85, A87) connect Nantes to other regions. Parking is available but can be challenging in
the city center.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Nantes Atlantique Airport (NTE)  to city center:

Airport Shuttle (Navette Aéroport):  Direct bus to Nantes train station in about 20 minutes, tickets cost 10
euros each way
City Bus + Tram: Bus line 98 connects to Tramway Line 3 at Neustrie, roughly 35-40 minutes total for a one-hour
ticket (1.80 euros bought in advance, 2.50 euros on board)
Taxi: About 20 minutes to the city center for approximately 30-35 euros
Private Transfer: Pre-booked car service to your hotel in around 20 minutes, typically 45-60 euros

Shopping Districts

Rue Crébillon: The main shopping street featuring department stores (Galeries Lafayette, Printemps), boutiques, and
flagship stores of international brands.

Passage Pommeraye: Upscale arcade with luxury boutiques, jewelry stores, and specialty shops in a stunning 19th-
century setting.

Bouffay Quarter: Independent boutiques, galleries, vintage shops, and local designers offering unique items and
artisanal products.

What to Buy

Breton Striped Shirts: The iconic Breton marinière is a classic souvenir available in various shops.

Fleur de Sel: Premium sea salt from Guerande marshes, packaged beautifully for gifts.

Nantes Biscuits: Galettes Nantaises (traditional butter biscuits) are iconic local treats perfect for souvenirs.

Local Art & Crafts: Galleries in Bouffay and Île de Nantes showcase contemporary works and artisanal pieces.

Wine: Loire Valley wines from nearby regions are readily available at wine shops and markets.

Annual Events

Voyage à Nantes (June-September):  City-wide art festival transforming public spaces with installations, performances,
and exhibitions along the scenic "Green Line" route.
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Christmas Markets (November-December):  The main market runs 19 November to 27 December 2026 on Place
Royale and Place du Commerce.

National Holidays

Major French holidays: New Year (Jan 1), Easter Monday (variable), May Day (May 1), WWII Victory Day (May 8),
Ascension Day, Whit Monday, Bastille Day (July 14), Assumption Day (Aug 15), All Saints Day (Nov 1),
Armistice Day (Nov 11), Christmas (Dec 25).

Day 1: Medieval Nantes

Morning: Explore Château des Ducs de Bretagne  and its museum. Lunch: Café in castle courtyard. Afternoon: Walk
through Bouffay medieval quarter, visit shops and galleries. Evening: Dinner and drinks in Bouffay's vibrant restaurant
scene.

Day 2: Art & Culture

Morning: Visit Musée d'Arts de Nantes. Lunch: Rue Crébillon area restaurants. Afternoon: Explore Cathedral and Place
Graslin. Optional evening show at Théâtre Graslin.

Day 3: Modern Nantes & Les Machines

Morning: Explore Île de Nantes and Les Machines de l'Île, ride the mechanical elephant. Lunch: Riverside restaurants.
Afternoon: Walk along the Loire quays. Evening: Sunset views and dinner on Île de Nantes.

Day 4: Nature & Lesser-Known Attractions

Morning: Relax in Jardin des Plantes. Late morning: Visit Musée Jules Verne. Lunch: Café in botanical gardens.
Afternoon: Explore Île de Versailles for Japanese gardens. Evening: Local bistro in residential neighborhood.

Day 5: Excursion to Guerande

Full day trip: Drive to medieval Guerande (about 80km), explore walled city, visit salt marshes, lunch on fresh seafood,
explore artisan shops, return by evening. Perfect day combining history, nature, and local gastronomy.

Best Instagram & Photography Locations

Château des Ducs de Bretagne (sunrise/sunset):  The castle's white towers and moat are stunning backlit during
golden hours. Best before 8am or after 5pm.

Passage Pommeraye (midday):  The ornate arcade with natural light from skylights creates perfect symmetrical shots.
Most beautiful between 10am-2pm.

Place Royale Fountain (sunset):  The illuminated fountain and surrounding classical buildings at dusk create romantic
compositions. Best 5-7pm.

Mechanical Elephant on Île de Nantes (golden hour):  The fantastical structure is photogenic anytime, but golden-
hour backlighting is extraordinary. Arrive 1 hour before sunset.

Bouffay Medieval Streets (early morning):  Narrow cobblestone streets with historic buildings are magical before
crowds arrive, especially with moody lighting. 7-9am ideal.

Cathédrale Stained Glass (afternoon):  Interior stained glass windows are gloriously lit by afternoon sunlight, creating
colorful patterns. Best 2-4pm.

Loire Quays (any time): Open river views and reflections provide landscape photography opportunities throughout the
day.

Voltage & Frequency

Standard voltage: 230V, 50Hz

mycitytravelguide.com
Nantes Travel Guide · France



Plug type: European two-round-pin plugs (Type C & E)

Adapters & Converters

Visitors from countries using different plugs (UK Type G, US Type A/B, Swiss Type J, etc.) should bring appropriate
adapters. Most hotels provide adapters for guests, but it's safer to bring your own.

If bringing electrical devices with different voltage ratings, you may need a voltage converter for devices rated 110V-
120V.

Universal adapters: Many travelers find compact universal adapters convenient for multiple country visits.

Must-Try Dishes

Galettes Nantaises: Iconic rectangular butter biscuits with caramelized edges, a local specialty since the 1850s.

Freshwater Fish: Loire pike (brochet), fresh-water eel (anguille), and trout prepared with local butter sauces.

Seafood: Oysters, mussels (moules marinières), and shrimp from the Atlantic coast, often featuring in local menus.

Crêpes & Galettes: Savory buckwheat galettes and sweet crêpes are ubiquitous. Breton specialties with local fillings.

Breton Butter: Local butter features in countless dishes, pastries, and sauces, prized for its quality and flavor.

Loire Valley Wines: White wines (Muscadet, Sauvignon Blanc) from nearby vineyards pair beautifully with local cuisine.

Dining Tips

Restaurant hours: Lunch typically 12-2pm, dinner 7-10pm. Restaurants often close between lunch and dinner.

Café culture: Cafés serve all-day coffee, pastries, and light lunch. Sitting at the counter (comptoir) is cheaper than table
service.

Bistros: Casual restaurants (bistros) offer excellent-value traditional French fare in relaxed settings.

Reservations: Popular restaurants, especially in Bouffay and Île de Nantes, benefit from advance booking in summer.

Tourist Passes

Nantes City Card

A comprehensive tourist pass offering unlimited public transport (tram, bus), free entry to major museums and
attractions including Château des Ducs, Musée d'Arts, and Les Machines, plus discounts at restaurants and shops .
The card also includes river cruise credits. Available for 24, 48, or 72 hours, representing excellent value for active
sightseers.

www.nantes-tourisme.com

Bicloo Annual Membership

Nantes' bike-sharing system offering unlimited 30-minute trips with an annual subscription. Perfect for exploring the
city on two wheels with access to 1,230 shared bikes at 125 stations. One-day and three-day tickets are available for
short-term visitors.

www.bicloo.nantes.fr
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