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Things to do in Nice

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures and historical monuments that define Nice's architectural heritage and cultural significance.

Must See
Promenade des Anglais
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The famous curved seafront boulevard stretching 7km along the Baie des Anges. Built in the 19th century, this iconic promenade
features palm trees, flower gardens, and stunning Mediterranean views. Perfect for leisurely walks, people-watching, and sunset strolls
with access to pebble beaches below.

Must See
Castle Hill (Chateau)
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

/ &

Perched above Vieux Nice, this hilltop fortress offers panoramic views of the city, harbor, and Baie des Anges. Though the castle itself
is in ruins, the surrounding gardens feature waterfalls, walking paths, and viewpoints. Free entry with spectacular photo opportunities,
especially at sunset.

Top Pick
Russian Orthodox Cathedral
45 minutes No Booking Needed

A stunning 19th-century cathedral with brilliant golden onion domes, ornate mosaics, and intricate Byzantine architecture. Built by
Tsar Nicholas Il, it houses remarkable religious iconography and decorative elements. Modest dress required; visitors may attend
services or view during visiting hours.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o Visit Castle Hill at sunset for golden hour photography
e The Promenade is best explored early morning to avoid crowds
e Wear comfortable shoes for extensive walking
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Museums & Galleries

World-class art collections and museums showcasing works from masters to contemporary artists across diverse themes.

Must See

— Musée Matisse
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Dedicated to Henri Matisse, who spent his final years in Nice. The museum houses the world's most comprehensive collection of his
works including paintings, sculptures, ceramics, and paper cut-outs. Located in a beautiful 17th-century lItalian villa surrounded by
olive groves and Mediterranean gardens.

Top Pick
Musée de I'Art Moderne et d'Art Contemporain (MAMAC)
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Contemporary art museum featuring abstract and pop art movements from the 1950s onward. Housed in a striking modern building
with glass-walled galleries overlooking the sea, it showcases European and American artists. The rooftop garden offers city views and
temporary installations.

Top Pick
Musée des Beaux-Arts
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Art museum housed in a 19th-century palace displaying works from the 15th century to present. Collections include Impressionist
paintings, sculptures, and decorative arts. The ornate interior with frescos and chandeliers is as impressive as the artworks displayed.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

¢ Most museums offer free entry on the first Sunday of each month
e Purchase a Nice Museum Pass for discounts on multiple venues
o Allow extra time for museum cafés and gift shops
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Religious Sites

Sacred spaces reflecting Nice's spiritual heritage and diverse religious architecture across centuries.

Must See
Saint-Nicolas Orthodox Cathedral

45 minutes No Booking Needed

The most ornate Russian Orthodox cathedral in Western Europe, featuring five golden onion domes, elaborate mosaics, and Byzantine
iconography. Built between 1865-1912, it represents the grandeur of Tsarist-era religious architecture with intricately painted walls
and treasured icons.

Top Pick
Saint-Réparate Cathedral
30 minutes No Booking Needed

The historic Roman Catholic cathedral in Vieux Nice with a distinctive baroque copper dome. Dating to the 17th century, it features
intricate interior frescoes, marble columns, and ornate chapels. The cathedral stands as a symbol of Nice's religious and civic identity.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Dress modestly when visiting religious sites
e Check visiting hours as services may restrict public access
e Photography may be prohibited during religious ceremonies
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Ancient & Historical Sites

Archaeological remnants and heritage structures revealing Nice's ancient Greek and Roman past.

g @ Top Pick
T Archaeological Museum (Musée Archéologique)
1 hour No Booking Needed

Housed in an ancient underground cemetery, this museum displays Greek and Roman artifacts from Nice's origins as the Greek colony
Nikaia. Exhibits include pottery, coins, mosaics, burial urns, and sculptures revealing 2,500 years of Mediterranean history and trade
routes.

Notable
Roman Amphitheater Ruins

30 minutes No Booking Needed

Remains of a Roman amphitheater in the suburban area reveal Nice's significance as a port city under Roman rule. Though partially
excavated, the ruins demonstrate the scale of entertainment venues that served the ancient settlement, offering insights into daily life
two millennia ago.

Tips for Ancient & Historical Sites

¢ Visit the Archaeological Museum for comprehensive context before viewing sites
e Bring a guidebook to interpret the ruins
e Photography of artifacts may be restricted inside museums
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Squares & Streets

Charming public spaces and pedestrian thoroughfares pulsing with Mediterranean energy, local commerce, and social life.

Must See E E.\_

Vieux Nice (Old Town)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A labyrinth of narrow, winding streets with pastel-colored buildings, laundry fluttering overhead, and hidden passageways. Dating to
the 16th century, this picturesque neighborhood overflows with shops, restaurants, and street vendors. The daily flower and produce
market creates an authentic Mediterranean atmosphere impossible to recreate elsewhere.

Must See
Cours Saleya Market
1 hour No Booking Needed

A vibrant daily flower and produce market operating since the 18th century. Vendors display colorful fresh flowers, vegetables, fruits,
and local delicacies. The morning flower market transforms into a restaurant-lined evening market, offering authentic local cuisine and
people-watching opportunities in the heart of Vieux Nice.

Top Pick
Place Masséna

45 minutes No Booking Needed

A grand 19th-century piazza with striking red arcaded buildings, geometric paving patterns, and central fountains. This elegant square
serves as a gathering place and cultural venue hosting seasonal events, outdoor concerts, and installations. The surrounding arcades
shelter shops and cafés providing perfect spots for people-watching.

Tips for Squares & Streets

e Visit Cours Saleya early morning for the best flower and produce selection
¢ Wear comfortable walking shoes for cobblestone streets in Vieux Nice
e Explore narrow side streets for hidden gems and authentic restaurants
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Distinctive districts each offering unique atmospheres, architectural styles, and local experiences that reveal Nice's
diverse personality.

Top Pick
Cimiez
2 hours No Booking Needed

An upscale neighborhood on Nice's northern hills featuring Belle Epoque villas, the Matisse Museum, and a beautiful monastery. The
quieter, more refined atmosphere contrasts with the bustling seafront, offering a retreat into garden-lined avenues and cultural
venues. Home to local residents and visitors seeking tranquility.

% TS Top Pick
Castle District

s 1.5 hours No Booking Needed

The area surrounding Castle Hill with picturesque streets, boutique shops, galleries, and restaurants. Less crowded than Vieux Nice but
equally charming, this neighborhood offers authentic experiences, spectacular viewpoints, and access to hillside gardens perfect for
exploration and photography.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

e Cimiez is best explored by tram to avoid steep hills
e Each neighborhood has distinct dining options reflecting local culture
e Wander side streets to discover neighborhood gems
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Parks & Gardens

Verdant spaces offering respite with Mediterranean flora, scenic vistas, and peaceful settings for relaxation and nature
appreciation.

Must See
Castle Hill Gardens (Jardin du Chateau)

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Cascading gardens surrounding the castle ruins with walking paths, artificial waterfalls, and secluded viewpoints. Mediterranean
plants, fountains, and shaded areas provide peaceful escapes while offering some of the best panoramic views of Nice's harbor and
Baie des Anges. Free admission with multiple terraces for rest.

Top Pick
Jardin Albert ler

45 minutes No Booking Needed

A manicured public garden near the seafront featuring palm trees, flower beds, fountains, and sculpture installations. This peaceful
oasis provides shaded seating areas and views toward the Mediterranean, offering a green escape from urban energy just steps from
the Promenade des Anglais.

Top Pick
Phoenix Park (Parc Phoenix)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A zoological and botanical park featuring exotic birds, reptiles, and plants from around the world. Built around a central lake, the park
showcases biodiversity through naturalistic habitats. Perfect for families, photographers of wildlife, and anyone interested in
conservation and natural science education.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Bring water and sunscreen; Mediterranean sun is intense
e Visit early morning for cooler temperatures and fewer crowds
o Wear comfortable walking shoes for variable terrain
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Fountains & Public Art

Decorative public installations, sculptures, and artistic expressions enhancing the urban landscape and celebrating
creative culture.

Top Pick
Promenade des Anglais Art Installations
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The famous boulevard features rotating contemporary art installations, sculptures, and decorative elements. From classical fountains
to modern installations, these artworks transform the landscape seasonally and create visual interest throughout the promenade,
making it a gallery open to the public and accessible year-round.

Top Pick
Place Masséna Fountains

30 minutes No Booking Needed

The iconic red square features ornate classical fountains designed by architects Vervoort and Lanteri in the 1830s. Their geometric
patterns and water displays create a focal point for the square, representing Belle Epoque elegance and urban design. Nighttime
illumination enhances their beauty.

Tips for Fountains & Public Art

e Art installations change seasonally; check ahead for current exhibitions
e Photography of installations is encouraged
o Visit at different times of day to see how lighting changes the art
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Tours & Activities

Curated experiences and guided adventures revealing hidden secrets and insider perspectives on Nice's attractions and
culture.

Must See Book Ahead
Guided Old Town Walking Tours
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Professional guides lead small groups through Vieux Nice's narrow streets, explaining architecture, history, and local legends. These
immersive tours include stops at authentic restaurants, hidden courtyards, and lesser-known attractions. Multiple themed tours
available including food-focused, historical, and neighborhood-specific experiences.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Mediterranean Cooking Classes
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Hands-on classes teaching traditional Nigois cuisine in professional kitchens or local homes. Learn to prepare regional specialties like
pissaladiére, socca, and bouillabaisse using fresh ingredients from Cours Saleya. Classes often include market visits and meals
featuring prepared dishes paired with local wines.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Boat Tours of Baie des Anges
1-2 hours Book Ahead

Scenic cruises along the Céte d'Azur revealing coastal landscapes inaccessible from land. Tours depart from Port Lympia offering
perspectives of the city skyline, nearby beaches, and sea caves. Some vessels feature glass bottoms, dining, or sunset viewing
experiences with commentary on marine life and geological features.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book tours in advance during peak season to guarantee spots
e Select tours matching your interests for maximum enjoyment
e Ask guides about hidden local secrets beyond standard tourist sites
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Day Trips & Excursions

Nearby destinations offering diverse experiences from coastal towns to mountain villages within short travel distances.

————

Top Pick
Villefranche-sur-Mer
half day No Booking Needed

A charming coastal town just 10km from Nice featuring a deep natural harbor, waterfront promenades, and pastel buildings. The
medieval Old Town offers narrow streets, galleries, and restaurants. Popular diving spot with underwater caves; accessible by train,
bus, or boat offering alternatives to museum time in Nice.

Top Pick
Eze Medieval Village
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

A perched village 1,400 meters above sea level featuring medieval stone architecture, narrow passageways, and artisan boutiques.
The stunning coastal views from the hilltop extend to the iles d'Hyéres. A botanical garden, art galleries, and local restaurants provide
exploration opportunities in a preserved medieval setting.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Grasse Perfume Capital
full day Book Ahead

An inland town famous as the world's perfume capital with historic fragrance houses offering tours and demonstrations. Perched on
hillsides among flower fields, Grasse reveals the artistic science of perfume creation. Local museums and gardens showcase floral
heritage; 1-hour drive from Nice accessible by train or organized tours.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Rent a car for maximum flexibility visiting multiple day-trip destinations
e Use trains and buses for convenient, economical travel between coastal towns
e Book perfume factory tours in advance; they have limited daily capacity
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Nightlife & Entertainment

When the sun sets over the Baie des Anges, Nice shifts into a vibrant after-dark scene stretching from the narrow lanes of
the old town to the glitzy strip near the port. Expect everything from jazz cellars and cocktail dens to rooftop bars with
Mediterranean views and late-night clubs that keep going until dawn.

Must See
Rue de la Préfecture and Old Town Bar Crawl
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

After dark, the tangle of alleys around Rue de la Préfecture and Rue Droite transforms into one of Nice's liveliest bar-hopping
zones. Tiny wine bars, cocktail spots, and pubs spill onto the cobblestones, drawing a mix of locals, students, and visitors well into the
early hours. Many venues pour regional wines and pastis alongside creative cocktails, and it is common to wander from one terrace to
the next without ever booking ahead.

The atmosphere is casual and social, with DJ sets and live acoustic music turning up in the smaller bars on weekends. It is an easy,
walkable way to sample Nice's nightlife without committing to a single club, and the historic setting gives the evening a distinctly
Nicois character rather than a generic party-strip feel.

Top Pick
Wayne's Bar
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A long-running fixture of Old Town nightlife, Wayne's Bar is known for loud live cover bands, cheap drink deals, and a rowdy, mixed-
age crowd that spills onto the street most nights of the week. It leans heavily into an English-pub-meets-party-bar vibe, with rock and
pop bands playing from a small stage most evenings.

It is not a place for a quiet drink, but it is one of the most reliable spots in Nice for a high-energy night out, especially for solo travelers
and groups looking to meet people. Expect sticky floors, big cheers, and a genuinely fun atmosphere rather than polish. Arrive early on
weekends to grab a spot near the stage, as it fills up fast once the band starts.

Top Pick Book Ahead
High Club
3-5 hours Book Ahead

One of the French Riviera's best-known nightclubs, High Club occupies a large multi-room venue near the Promenade with
international DJs, themed nights, and a dance floor that stays packed until sunrise. It has hosted well-regarded electronic and house
acts over the years and remains a magnet for the region's late-night crowd.

Dress codes and door policies apply, and lines can be long on weekends, so arriving before midnight or securing a table reservation is
strongly advised. Drink prices are on the higher end, in line with its status as a premier club destination. For visitors wanting a proper
big-room clubbing experience rather than a low-key bar, this is the standard reference point in Nice.
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Notable
Rooftop Lounges Near Place Masséna

1-3 hours Book Ahead

Several hotels facing the bay and the city center operate rooftop bars offering sweeping views over the rooftops of Nice toward the
Mediterranean. These lounges favor a relaxed, upscale mood with signature cocktails, light tapas menus, and sunset-hour crowds that
thin out into a calmer late-night scene.

They make a good bridge between an early evening drink and a later night out, and many run happy-hour pricing before 8pm.
Reservations are recommended in summer, when demand for terrace tables with a view is highest. The setting is more about
ambience and skyline photos than dancing, appealing to travelers who want a stylish, unhurried evening rather than a club
atmosphere.

Tips for Nightlife & Entertainment

e Old Town bars cluster tightly, so it is easy to bar-hop on foot without needing a taxi.

e Clubs like High Club often enforce dress codes; smart-casual attire improves your odds at the door.
e Book rooftop bar tables ahead in summer, especially around sunset, when they fill quickly.

Public transport winds down late, so budget for a taxi or rideshare after 1am.
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With Kids

Nice keeps young travelers entertained with hands-on museums, a nostalgic tourist train, puppet shows, and a seaside
funfair that round out a family visit. These stops sit alongside the city's beaches and gardens to give kids plenty of variety
beyond sightseeing.

Top Pick
Nice Natural History Museum (Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle de Nice)
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Tucked into a quiet corner of the city, this compact natural history museum is a hit with curious children thanks to its taxidermied
animals, fossils, minerals, and regional wildlife displays. Kids can get close to specimens of birds, insects, and mammals from the
surrounding Alpes-Maritimes region, and several galleries use simple, visual explanations that work well even for younger visitors who
cannot yet read detailed panels. It is a relaxed, air-conditioned option on a hot afternoon or a rainy day, and it rarely feels crowded
compared to the bigger art museums in town. Interactive elements and rotating temporary exhibits mean there is often something
new to spot. The museum is small enough that little legs will not get tired halfway through, making it an easy add-on to a morning
walk through the surrounding neighborhood rather than a full half-day commitment.

ﬁ: \ Top Pick
: Petit Train de Nice (Tourist Train)

45 minutes No Booking Needed

This cheerful open-air tourist train loops from the Promenade des Anglais through Vieux Nice and up to Castle Hill, giving children a
fun, low-effort way to see the city's landmarks without a long uphill walk. The narrated ride point out palaces, fountains, and hidden
corners of the old town in a format that keeps kids engaged through short stops and gentle pacing. Because the train moves slowly
and stays outdoors, even toddlers tend to enjoy the breeze and the changing scenery more than a traditional walking tour. Tickets are
sold at small kiosks along the seafront and rides run frequently throughout the day in warmer months. It is especially handy for
families managing a stroller or for grandparents joining the trip, since it removes the need to climb the hill on foot while still delivering
the same panoramic views at the top.

Notable
Nice Puppet Theatre (Guignol de Nice)
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

A charming, old-fashioned puppet show that has entertained local children for generations, this small open-air theatre stages
traditional Guignol performances with slapstick humor, bright characters, and plenty of audience participation. Shows are in French,
but the visual comedy and exaggerated characters mean language is rarely a barrier for younger kids, who tend to laugh along
regardless of what is being said. Performances are typically short and scheduled around school holidays and weekend afternoons, so it
works well as a quick, inexpensive stop rather than a planned excursion. Seating is simple bench-style, and the atmosphere is relaxed
and unpretentious compared to a formal theatre. It is a nice way to give children a taste of a genuinely local tradition, and parents
often enjoy the nostalgia of watching a form of entertainment that has barely changed in decades.
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Notable
Lunapark Nice (Seasonal Funfair)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

During the warmer months, a lively seaside funfair sets up along the coast with carousels, small rides, games, and sweet treats that
appeal directly to children. It is the kind of straightforward, high-energy stop that breaks up a day of museums and walking tours,
letting kids burn off energy while parents relax nearby with an ice cream or a coffee. Rides are generally geared toward younger
children and families rather than thrill-seekers, with classic attractions like bumper cars, a Ferris wheel, and carousel horses. The
setting right along the water adds a festive, holiday atmosphere, especially in the evening when the lights come on. Because it is
seasonal, opening dates and exact location can shift from year to year, so it is worth checking locally before planning a visit, but when
running it is one of the easiest ways to make an afternoon feel like a treat for the kids.

Notable
Nice Botanical Garden (Jardin Botanique de la Ville de Nice)

45 minutes - 1 hour No Booking Needed

A quieter, less crowded alternative to the city's larger parks, this botanical garden offers winding paths through Mediterranean
plants, cacti, and shaded groves that give children room to run and explore at their own pace. Informational plaques introduce basic
plant science in simple terms, making it a gentle, unstructured way to mix a little learning into outdoor play. The garden is generally
uncrowded, so it suits families looking for a calmer break from the busier tourist areas, with benches for parents and plenty of open
ground for younger children to wander safely. It works well paired with a picnic, since there is space to sit and eat away from traffic
and crowds. While it lacks dedicated playground equipment, the varied terrain, textures, and scents of the garden itself tend to hold
children's attention just as well as a formal play area.

Tips for With Kids

Combine the tourist train with a walk down Castle Hill on foot so kids get the ride up and the view down.

e Check locally for exact Lunapark dates and location, as the seasonal funfair moves and changes year to year.
e Puppet shows are in French, but the physical comedy keeps non-French-speaking kids entertained too.

e Bring water and hats in summer, since several of these stops involve outdoor waiting or walking in full sun.
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Christmas Market

Nice does not have a centuries-old Christmas market tradition like Alsace, but the city still puts on a lively winter season
each December. The Promenade du Paillon and Place Masséna fill with a holiday village, an open-air ice rink, and festive
lights, while day-trippers often head along the coast to Monaco for its own well-known Christmas Village.

Must See
Village de Noel de Nice (Promenade du Paillon)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Each December, Nice sets up its Village de Noel along the green Promenade du Paillon near Place Massena, with wooden chalets
selling regional food, mulled wine, and handmade gifts. Expect the village to run roughly from early December 2026 through early
January 2027, matching the citys usual holiday-season pattern. A carousel and family entertainment make it a good stop with kids,
and the setting puts you within walking distance of the Old Town and the sea. Crowds build in the evenings and on weekends, so a
weekday afternoon visit is easier for exploring the stalls at a relaxed pace. Entry is free, though food, drinks, and rides are paid
separately. It pairs naturally with a stroll through the illuminated Avenue Jean Medecin nearby.

Top Pick
Ice Rink at Place Massena
1 hour No Booking Needed

During the winter holidays, an open-air ice skating rink is typically installed on or near Place Massena, Nices grand checkerboard-
paved square known for its red buildings and Apollo fountain. Skating sessions usually run in timed slots through the December and
early January holiday period, with skate rental included in the ticket price. The rink is lit up at night alongside the squares seasonal
decorations, making it a popular photo spot for families and couples alike. It is a low-cost, low-commitment activity that fits easily
between sightseeing stops in the city center. Lines can form during school holiday weeks, so arriving near opening time is a good
strategy. Bring gloves, as the coastal winter air can still feel sharp after sunset.

Top Pick
Holiday Illuminations on Avenue Jean Medecin and the Promenade des
Anglais

30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

From late November through early January, Nices main shopping street, Avenue Jean Medecin, and stretches of the Promenade
des Anglais are strung with seasonal lights and decorations. Unlike a market, this is a free, self-guided experience best enjoyed as an
evening walk after dinner in the Old Town. The lights extend the citys already scenic waterfront views into the winter months, with
palm trees and the Baie des Anges glowing under strings of white and gold bulbs. Combine it with a stop for hot chestnuts or a warm
crepe from a nearby cafe. It is an easy, no-planning-required way to feel the holiday atmosphere in a city that is otherwise built around
sun and sea rather than snow.
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Notable
Day Trip: Monaco Christmas Village
3-4 hours (including travel) No Booking Needed

For a more elaborate market experience, many visitors staying in Nice take the short train ride to Monaco, whose Village de Noel in
Port Hercule is one of the better-known holiday markets on the French Riviera. It usually operates from mid-December into early
January, with an ice rink overlooking the harbor, a large Ferris wheel, and dozens of chalets selling crafts and Provencal specialties.
The train from Nice takes well under an hour, making it an easy half-day or evening add-on to a Nice-based trip. Combine it with a
walk through Monaco-Ville and the Prince's Palace grounds. Because it draws visitors from across the region, evenings and weekends
are noticeably busier than weekday afternoons.

Tips for Christmas Market

e Nice's holiday village and ice rink dates shift slightly year to year, so confirm exact 2026 opening days locally once
announced.

o Weekday afternoons are quieter than weekend evenings for both the Nice village and the Monaco day trip.

e Pack a warm layer for evenings, coastal winter temperatures drop faster than the daytime sun suggests.

e Trains between Nice and Monaco run frequently and take under an hour, making the Monaco market an easy add-
on.
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Events Calendar

Nice keeps a lively calendar year-round, from feathered carnival parades along the Promenade des Anglais to open-air
jazz beneath the palm trees. Below are the key recurring happenings to plan a 2026 visit around, each with its own dates,
so you can build a trip that lands during the action rather than the Iull.

7] Must See Book Ahead
¥ Carnaval de Nice

2-4 hours per event Book Ahead

One of the worlds great carnivals, Carnaval de Nice returns from February 13 to March 1, 2026, transforming the Promenade des
Anglais and Place Massena into a stage for giant sculpted floats, flower battles, and confetti showers. Each edition follows a satirical
theme, with King Carnival paraded through town amid marching bands and illuminated night processions. The Bataille de Fleurs sees
performers toss thousands of fresh blooms from flower-draped floats into the crowd, a Nice tradition dating back to 1876. Grandstand
seating along Place Massena is the best vantage point for evening parades, while daytime flower battles run along the seafront.
Expect fireworks over the bay on closing weekend. Dress warmly for late-night parades and arrive early, as prime viewing spots fill fast
during this two-week celebration.

Must See Book Ahead
Nice Jazz Festival

4-6 hours per evening Book Ahead

Held July 14 to 18, 2026, the Nice Jazz Festival is one of Europes oldest jazz gatherings, staged in the terraced gardens and
Roman-era arena of the Jardins et Arenes de Cimiez. International headliners share the bill with emerging artists across several
outdoor stages set among olive trees, blending traditional jazz with soul, funk, and world music. Evening sets often run past midnight
under warm Riviera skies, and the historic arena setting adds a unique acoustic backdrop found nowhere else on the coast. Food
trucks and wine bars operate on-site, and the surrounding Cimiez neighborhood, home to Roman ruins and the Matisse Museum,
makes for a scenic pre-show wander. Tickets range from single-evening passes to full festival packages. Book accommodation early,
as the mid-July dates coincide with peak summer tourist season in Nice.

Must See
Village de Noel and New Years Eve on the Promenade

2-3 hours (market visit), full evening (New Years Eve) No Booking Needed

From late November through December 31, 2026, Place Massena hosts the Village de Noel, a Christmas market of wooden
chalets selling regional crafts, mulled wine, and Provencal treats beneath festive lighting, alongside an ice-skating rink and a Ferris
wheel overlooking the bay. The market runs nightly with illuminated decorations transforming the square through the holiday season.
The celebration culminates on December 31, 2026, when crowds gather along the Promenade des Anglais for a midnight fireworks
display over the Baie des Anges, one of the most popular free New Years Eve shows on the French Riviera. Arrive several hours early
to claim a spot along the seafront, as the waterfront becomes extremely crowded by late evening. Nearby restaurants often offer
special New Years Eve menus with bay views for those wanting a seated celebration before the fireworks.
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Top Pick
Fete de la Musique
3-5 hours No Booking Needed

Every June 21, 2026, Nice joins the nationwide Fete de la Musique, a free, citywide celebration marking the summer solstice with
live music spilling onto nearly every street corner, plaza, and terrace. Old Town alleys, Place Massena, and the Promenade des Anglais
fill with amateur and professional musicians spanning rock, classical, electronic, and traditional Nicois folk sounds, all performing for
free until late into the night. Unlike ticketed festivals, this event has no formal program or entry fee, so wandering between impromptu
stages is part of the fun. Bars and cafes extend their hours and often host their own acts, creating a rolling street party atmosphere
across the city center. It is best enjoyed on foot, moving neighborhood to neighborhood as the evening progresses. Expect large,
festive crowds and a genuinely local, unpolished energy rarely found at bigger festivals.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Nice Marathon

Half-day (event morning) Book Ahead

Taking place on November 8, 2026, the Nice Marathon traces a scenic coastal route along the Promenade des Anglais, through Old
Town, and out toward Cap Ferrat, with the Mediterranean in view for much of the course. Alongside the full marathon, the weekend
includes a half-marathon and shorter fun runs, drawing both serious athletes and casual participants from across Europe. Spectators
line the seafront promenade to cheer runners past palm trees and Belle Epoque facades, and the finish line near Place Massena often
features live music and a small runners village with local food stalls. Autumn timing means mild temperatures, cooler and more
comfortable than the summer heat. Road closures affect central Nice for much of race morning, so plan around the route if not
participating. Registration for the various distances typically opens well ahead of the event date.

Tips for Events Calendar

e Book accommodation months ahead for Carnaval (February-March) and the Jazz Festival (July), as both drive Nice's
busiest hotel periods.

Grandstand tickets for Carnaval parades sell out early; general viewing along the Promenade is free but crowded.
e For New Years Eve fireworks, stake out a spot on the Promenade des Anglais at least two hours before midnight.

e Check exact 2026 dates on official sites closer to your trip, as some events shift by a week year to year.
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Hidden Gems

Beyond the postcard views, Nice hides quieter corners that reveal its layered past as a Ligurian fishing port, a Belle
Epoque winter resort, and a modernist enclave. These spots reward travelers willing to climb a stairwell, duck down an
alley, or ride the bus a few extra stops.

Notable
Cimiez Monastery and Franciscan Museum
45-60 minutes No Booking Needed

Tucked beside the more famous Cimiez gardens, this working Franciscan monastery is easy to miss entirely. Its church holds three
exceptional altarpieces by Louis Bréa, a Nice-born Renaissance painter rarely known outside France, while the adjoining museum
traces Franciscan life in the region since the 1500s. The cloister garden offers a hushed, fragrant escape with sweeping views over the
Baie des Anges that most day-trippers never see. Entry is free and crowds are almost nonexistent, even in August. Behind the
monastery, a small cemetery holds the graves of Henri Matisse and Raoul Dufy, adding a quiet layer of art history. Visit in late morning
when the light through the cloister arcades is best for photos and reflection.

Notable
Coulée Verte Underground Garden Passage
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Most visitors walk the surface-level Coulée Verte promenade without realizing a covered underground section threads beneath it near
Place Garibaldi. This overlooked stretch of Nice's linear park system connects the port area to the city center through shaded,
sculpture-dotted passages that locals use as a shortcut. It is a favorite of joggers and parents with strollers rather than tourists,
offering a genuinely local rhythm to the city. Look for rotating public art installations and a small carousel section near the eastern
end. The passage stays cool even in summer heat, making it a practical midday detour. Combine it with a wander through Place
Garibaldi itself, an elegant square that gets a fraction of Place Masséna's foot traffic despite similar architectural grandeur.

Notable
Port Lympia Colorful Harbor Walk
45-60 minutes No Booking Needed

While cruise-goers pass through quickly, few linger in Port Lympia, the pastel-hued 18th-century harbor just east of Old Town where
Nice's fishing fleet still docks. Ochre and terracotta buildings frame the water in a scene that feels closer to a small Italian port than
the glitzy Riviera image most expect. Mornings bring genuine local activity, with fishmongers and cafés serving residents rather than
tour groups. The surrounding Le Port neighborhood has become a quiet hub for independent bookshops, wine bars, and vintage stores
worth browsing. Climb the eastern jetty for a photogenic view back across the harbor toward the red-tiled rooftops. It is one of the few
central spots in Nice where the pace still feels unhurried.
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Optional
Villa Arson Contemporary Art Space
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Perched on a hill above the port, Villa Arson is a working national art school and exhibition center that stays almost entirely off the
tourist radar despite free admission. The 18th-century villa was expanded with a striking 1970s concrete extension by architect Michel
Marot, creating a jarring but compelling contrast worth seeing on its own. Exhibitions rotate frequently and lean experimental, showing
emerging artists rather than blockbuster names. The terraced grounds offer unobstructed views over the harbor and Castle Hill from
an angle few photographs capture. Because it functions as a school, the atmosphere feels creative and unpolished rather than curated
for visitors. Check opening hours before visiting, as the space closes between exhibitions and on Mondays.

Optional
Terra Amata Prehistory Museum
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Built directly over a 400,000-year-old prehistoric campsite discovered during 1960s construction work, this small museum near the
port displays one of the oldest known traces of controlled fire use in Europe. The site itself, preserved beneath the building, shows
footprints and tool fragments left by early hominins on what was then a beach. Exhibits are modest and slightly dated, which only
adds to the sense of stumbling onto a forgotten discovery rather than a polished attraction. Information panels explain how the find
reshaped understanding of early human migration into Europe. Very few visitors outside archaeology circles know it exists, so expect a
near-empty gallery even at peak season. It pairs well with a walk through the nearby port neighborhood of Nice, which has its own
quieter charm away from the promenade.

Tips for Hidden Gems

e Most of these sites are free or low-cost, so pair two or three into one relaxed afternoon.

¢ Villa Arson and the Cimiez Monastery close on Mondays; check hours before making the trip.

e Port Lympia is best experienced in the morning when the fishing boats are active and light is soft.
e Bring comfortable shoes, several of these involve stairs or hillside walking.
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Nice, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4%).
Must See
I'Antidote - Restaurant - Bar a cocktails - Cuisine locale de saisonx x k%%

4.9 (565)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

I'Antidote - Restaurant - Bar a cocktails - Cuisine locale de saison is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.9% from 565 reviews.
Located at 3 Rue Dalpozzo, 06000 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

L'Alchimie restaurant Nice is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.8% from 1413 reviews. Located at 14 Rue Maccarani, 06000
Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM

e Thursday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

mycitytravelguide.com z]
Nice Travel Guide - France o



Must See
Restaurant JANXx xx %% 4.8 (1,172)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Restaurant JAN is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.8% from 1172 reviews. Located at 12 Rue Lascaris, 06300 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 7:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:00 - 10:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See
Les Sensxxx*x% 4.7 (1,787)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Les Sens is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.7% from 1787 reviews. Located at 37 Rue Pastorelli, 06000 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:30 - 9:30 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:30 - 9:30 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:30 - 9:30 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:30 - 9:30 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:00PM, 7:30 - 9:30PM

e Saturday: Closed

e Sunday: Closed
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Must See
Chez Acchiardox xx*x% 4.7 (3,290)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Chez Acchiardo is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.7 from 3290 reviews. Located at 38 Rue Droite, 06300 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: Closed

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
LA. CUCINA Xk *** 4.7 (1,838)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

LA. CUCINA is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.7 % from 1838 reviews. Located at 9 Rue du Commandant Raffalli, 06000 Nice,
France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 6:00 - 10:30 PM

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Thursday: 6:00 - 10:30 PM

e Friday: 6:00 - 10:30 PM

e Saturday: 6:00 - 10:30 PM

e Sunday: 6:00 - 10:30PM
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Must See
Chez Palmyrexkxkx* 4.7 (866)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Chez Palmyre is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.7% from 866 reviews. Located at 5 Rue Droite, 06300 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 1:30PM, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
e Tuesday: 12:00 - 1:30 PM, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 12:00 - 1:30 PM, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
e Friday: 12:00 - 1:30PM, 7:00 - 9:30PM

e Saturday: Closed

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
La Vaguekxkkkx*x 4.7 (1,158)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Vague is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.7% from 1158 reviews. Located at 8 Rue Dalpozzo, 06000 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:45 AM - 2:00PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Tuesday: 11:45 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 11:45 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Friday: 11:45 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM

e Saturday: 11:45 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
e Sunday: 11:45 AM - 2:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:30 PM
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Must See
Bocca Marxx*x*x% 4.6 (7,135)

-

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Bocca Mar is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.6% from 7135 reviews. Located at 15 Prom. des Anglais, 06000 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

o ‘ Must See
Le Patio Restaurant & Terrassex kxxx % 4.6 (698)
j!a 1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Le Patio Restaurant & Terrasse is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.6% from 698 reviews. Located at 11 Quai Rauba Capeu,
06300 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:00PM, 7:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:00 PM, 7:00 - 10:00PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:00PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 2:00PM, 6:30 - 10:00 PM
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o] Top Pick
4 Bocca Nissaxxxx* 4.5 (5,628)

J :Iéj: 1-2 hours No Booking Needed
u

Bocca Nissa is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.5% from 5628 reviews. Located at 3 Rue Saint-Francois de Paule, 06300 Nice,
France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 5:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:30PM

Top Pick
Les Bains du Castelx*x % %% 4.5 (1,395)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Les Bains du Castel is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.5% from 1395 reviews. Located at 8 Quai des Etats-Unis, 06300 Nice,
France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 9:30 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 9:30 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 9:30 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 9:30 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 9:30 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 9:30 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 9:30PM
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Top Pick
Nice Sunsetkxx*x %% 4.5 (944)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Nice Sunset is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.5% from 944 reviews. Located at 69 Quai des Etats-Unis, 06300 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM

¢ Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Top Pick
La Réserve de Nicexkxx%x% 4.5 (1,508)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Réserve de Nice is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.5% from 1508 reviews. Located at 62 Bd Franck Pilatte, 06300 Nice,
France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 12:15 - 1:30PM, 7:15 - 9:30 PM

e Wednesday: 12:15 - 1:30 PM, 7:15 - 9:30 PM
e Thursday: 12:15 - 1:30PM, 7:15 - 9:30 PM

e Friday: 12:15 - 1:30 PM, 7:15 - 9:30 PM

e Saturday: 12:15 - 1:30 PM, 7:15 - 9:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Top Pick
Restaurant Le Lunelxx*x%x% 4.5 (940)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Restaurant Le Lunel is a highly-rated restaurant in Nice, rated 4.5% from 940 reviews. Located at 20 Quai Lunel, 06300 Nice, France.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM

mycitytravelguide.com z]
Nice Travel Guide - France o



Practical Information

Peak Season (May-September): Warm, sunny weather with temperatures 20-28°C. Perfect beach conditions but
crowded with tourists and higher prices. July-August hottest and most expensive.

Shoulder Season (April, October): Ideal balance with pleasant 15-20°C weather, fewer crowds, and reasonable prices.
April offers spring flowers; October provides autumn light.

Winter (November-March): Mild 8-12°C temperatures with occasional rain. Uncrowded, affordable, and perfect for
museum visits. Christmas season brings holiday decorations and markets.

Recommended: Visit May-June or September-October for optimal balance of weather, crowd levels, and value.

Within Nice:

Trams & Buses: Efficient public transit with day passes (€5) or multi-day tickets. Buses cover residential areas; trams
connect main attractions.

Walking: Flat Promenade des Anglais and seafront easily walkable. Vieux Nice requires comfortable shoes for
cobblestones. Castle Hill is steep but worthwhile.

Bikes: Vélo Bleu bike-sharing system with 175 stations across the city. Affordable daily passes; easy coastal rides along
Promenade.

Beyond Nice:

Trains: Frequent services to Villefranche, Cannes, and Grasse. Regional SNCF trains offer day-trip flexibility. Book
advance tickets for discounts.

Buses: Extensive regional bus network serving Cote d'Azur destinations at low cost.
Car Rental: Useful for exploring multiple locations; expect parking fees in city center.

Airport Transfer: Nice Cote d'Azur Airport 6km west accessible via tram (30 min, €6), buses, or taxis (30-40 min, €35-
50).

+ Airport Transfer
Nice Cote d'Azur Airport (NCE) to city center:

e Tram Line 2: Direct to city center and Old Town in about 25 minutes, ticket costs €1.50

o Express Bus 98/99: Runs to Nice city center and train station in 20 to 30 minutes, €6

e Taxi: Around 15 to 20 minutes to city center, fixed rate roughly €35

¢ Private Transfer: Door-to-door service booked in advance, about 20 minutes for €45 to €60
Shopping Districts:

Rue de France & Rue Masséna: Main commercial streets with international brands and local boutiques.

Vieux Nice: Narrow streets overflow with artisan shops, galleries, souvenir stores, and local crafts. Cours Saleya offers
produce, flowers, and regional products.

Promenade des Anglais: Upscale shops and galleries with sea views.
What to Buy:

Regional Products: Local olive oil, pissaladiére (anchovy tart), socca (chickpea pancake), lavender products, and Nicoise
perfumes.

Art & Crafts: Local paintings, pottery, ceramics, and handmade jewelry reflecting Mediterranean culture.
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Souvenirs: Provencal textiles, espadrilles, and traditional crafts.
Shopping Tips:

Shops close 12-15h for lunch; many close Sundays. Markets best visited mornings. Haggling not customary in fixed shops
but acceptable at markets. VAT refunds available for non-EU purchases over €100 with passports presented at airport.

Annual Events:

Carnaval de Nice (February-March): Vibrant week-long celebration with parades, floats, costumes, and confetti
battles. One of France's most famous carnivals with evening street parties.

Nice Jazz Festival (July): World-renowned festival featuring international jazz artists performing in intimate venues
across the city, from open-air concerts to concert halls.

Bastille Day (July 14): National fireworks displays over Baie des Anges, patriotic celebrations, military parades, and
street parties throughout the city.

Nuit de la Créativité (May): Night-long cultural event with museums staying open late, performances, and art
installations across Nice.

Christmas Markets (December): Traditional holiday markets, festive decorations, and seasonal shopping along the
Promenade and Vieux Nice.

Flower Festivals (Spring): Regional celebrations honoring the famous flowers of Céte d'Azur with parades and
exhibitions.

Day 1: Beach & Promenade Heritage

Morning: Stroll the Promenade des Anglais, swimming at pebble beaches. Lunch: Beachfront cafés. Afternoon: Visit Castle
Hill for sunset views, explore Jardin du Chateau. Evening: Dinner in Vieux Nice, night walk along illuminated Promenade.

Day 2: Art & Culture

Morning: Musée Matisse with its comprehensive collection. Lunch in Cimiez. Afternoon: Explore neighborhood gardens and
Belle Epoque villas. Return to museum café or local bistro. Evening: MAMAC for contemporary art and rooftop views.

Day 3: Old Town Immersion

Morning: Early market at Cours Saleya for flowers, produce. Explore Vieux Nice's narrow streets, courtyard discoveries.
Lunch: Regional specialties at market restaurants. Afternoon: Shopping, gallery browsing, photo opportunities. Evening:
Dinner in atmospheric old town restaurant.

Day 4: Beaches & Water Activities

Morning: Swimming lessons or paddleboarding. Mid-morning: Relaxation on Promenade. Afternoon: Boat tour of Baie des
Anges revealing coastal views. Evening: Sunset viewing, waterfront dining at Port Lympia.

Day 5: Day Trip Adventure

Full day: Train to Villefranche-sur-Mer or Eze village. Morning: Explore charming streets, local shops. Lunch: Regional
cuisine. Afternoon: Beach swimming, viewpoint photography, boutique browsing. Return to Nice for evening activities.

Best Photo Locations:

Castle Hill at Sunset (Golden Hour 19-20h): Panoramic views of Nice, harbor, and Baie des Anges bathed in golden
light. Waterfall gardens provide foreground interest.
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Promenade des Anglais Dawn (06-07h): Empty boulevard, Mediterranean reflections, palm trees silhouetted against
rising sun. Minimal crowds for clean compositions.

Vieux Nice Narrow Streets (Morning Light 08-10h): Sunlit facades, laundry-draped windows, flower-filled courtyards.
Avoid harsh midday shadows.

Cours Saleya Market (08-09h): Colorful flower arrangements, vibrant produce, authentic street scenes. Golden
morning light illuminates market energy.

Place Masséna Red Arcades (Evening 17-19h): Architectural symmetry, fountain details, warm light on red buildings.
Blue hour provides dramatic sky contrasts.

Port Lympia Reflections (Early Morning): Calm water reflecting boats, buildings, and sky. Dramatic cloud formations
enhance compositions.

Saint-Nicolas Cathedral Golden Domes (Daytime): Ornate architecture, intricate details, brilliant colors against blue
sky.

Voltage & Frequency: France uses 230V AC at 50Hz, differing from US (120V) and some other countries.

Plug Types: France uses European Type C (two round pins) and Type E (two round pins plus earth). Type E includes earth
pin for grounding.

Adapters: Visitors from US, UK, Australia, or other regions require adapters. Purchase before arrival or at airport (€3-8).
Quality adapters handle voltage variations.

Voltage Converters: US travelers with 120V-only devices need converters (€15-30). Most modern electronics support
100-240V making converters unnecessary; check device labels.

Phone Charging: USB adapters compatible with Type C/E plugs simplify charging multiple devices. Hotels often provide
adapter access or USB charging stations.

Safety Tips: Never force plugs into incompatible sockets; verify voltage compatibility before plugging devices.

Must-Try Nicoise Specialties:

Salade Nicoise: Traditional salad with local vegetables, anchovies, hard-boiled eggs, olives, and tuna dressed with
Nigoise olive oil.

Pissaladiéere: Savory tart resembling pizza with caramelized onions, anchovies, and olives on bread dough—Ilocals'
favorite street food.

Socca: Thin pancakes made from chickpea flour, often served in paper cones at markets and street stalls—cheap,
delicious, authentic.

Pan Bagnat: Bread sandwich filled with vegetables, tuna, eggs, and anchovies—perfect portable lunch.

Bouillabaisse: Provencal seafood stew with saffron-flavored broth, served with bread and rouille—quintessential
Mediterranean dish.

Dining Experiences:
Cours Saleya Restaurants: Evening dining among market stalls with casual atmosphere and authentic regional menus.
Waterfront Dining: Promenade des Anglais and Port Lympia offer upscale restaurants with sea views and fresh seafood.

Vieux Nice Bistros: Charming narrow-street restaurants serving traditional Nicoise cuisine at moderate prices.
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Dining Tips:

Lunch typically 12-14h; dinner 19-21h. Many restaurants close Sundays/Mondays. Advance reservations recommended for
popular establishments. Service automatically included; tipping optional (5-10%). Budget €15-25 casual, €40-80 upscale
dining. Markets offer affordable fresh ingredients for self-catering.

Tourist Passes
Nice City Pass

All-inclusive pass covering unlimited public transport (trams, buses, train to airport), free entry to major museums
(Matisse, MAMAC, Fine Arts), and discounts at restaurants and attractions. Available 24, 48, or 72-hour options. Best
Value: 72-hour pass (€89) if visiting 2+ museums and using transport frequently.

www.nice-coteazur.org

French Riviera Pass

Regional pass offering discounts across multiple Céte d'Azur destinations including Nice, Cannes, Antibes, and Grasse.
Covers transport, museum entries, and attractions. Includes access to Nice museums plus day-trip destinations. Ideal for:
Visitors exploring beyond Nice planning multiple destinations in 7 days.

www.frenchrivierapass.com

Musée Pass (Weekly)

Unlimited entry to 12 major French museums including Nice's Matisse, MAMAC, and Fine Arts museums plus Paris and
other cities. Cost: €70-79 for 7-day pass. Value: Exceptional if visiting 3+ museums within one week; covers most of
Nice's major cultural institutions.

www.louvre.fr
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