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Things to do in Kutaisi

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures and historical monuments that define Kutaisi's architectural heritage and cultural identity.

o

Bagrati Cathedral mustsee
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A magnificent 11th-century cathedral perched on a hilltop overlooking Kutaisi, Bagrati Cathedral is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
and an architectural masterpiece. Built during the reign of King Bagrat Ill, this restored cathedral features stunning golden domes and
intricate stonework. The panoramic views of the city and surrounding valleys are breathtaking, especially at sunset.

Gelati Monastery Must see
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2 hours No Booking Needed
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Located near Kutaisi, Gelati Monastery is a UNESCO World Heritage Site comprising a complex of churches, academic buildings,
and impressive mosaics. Founded in 1106 by King David the Builder, it served as a major cultural and educational center in medieval
Georgia. The site features stunning Byzantine mosaics, particularly the famous Pantocrater in the main church.

Motsameta Monastery Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

Dramatically situated on a cliff above the Rioni River, this intimate 11th-century monastery is one of Georgia's most atmospheric
religious sites. Known for its sacred relics and spiritual significance, Motsameta attracts pilgrims and visitors seeking contemplation.
The riverside setting creates a magical ambiance, particularly during golden hour photography sessions.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o Visit Bagrati Cathedral early morning for best light and fewer crowds
¢ Combine Gelati and Motsameta with Bagrati for a full-day monastery tour
o Wear comfortable shoes for climbing stairs in these hillside locations
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Religious Sites

Sacred spaces reflecting Georgia's deep Orthodox Christian heritage and spiritual traditions throughout the centuries.

Samtavisi Church Top pick

45 minutes No Booking Needed

An ancient church located in the Samtavisi village near Kutaisi, this structure dates back to the early Christian period of Georgia. The
church features characteristic Georgian architectural elements and serves as a pilgrimage destination. Its historical significance lies in
its connection to early Georgian Christianity and monastic traditions.

Sarpi Church notable
30 minutes No Booking Needed

A charming Orthodox church representing Georgian religious architecture, Sarpi Church offers spiritual reflection and insight into local
faith practices. The simple yet elegant design reflects traditional Georgian church architecture with its characteristic stone
construction and religious iconography.

Nikortsminda Church notable
1 hour No Booking Needed

An important historical church showcasing medieval Georgian religious art and architecture. This site represents the continuity of
Orthodox Christian tradition in the region and features intricate stone carvings and religious decorations typical of Georgian
ecclesiastical buildings.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Check service times if you wish to attend religious ceremonies
e Dress respectfully: cover shoulders and knees
e Photography may be restricted during services
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Museums & Galleries
Collections and exhibitions showcasing Georgian art, history, and cultural heritage with locally significant artifacts and
contemporary works.

Kutaisi Historical Museum  Top pick
2 hours No Booking Needed

The city's primary museum houses artifacts spanning from ancient times through the Soviet period. Collections include archaeological
finds, medieval manuscripts, traditional Georgian crafts, and ethnographic displays. The museum provides comprehensive context for
understanding Kutaisi's evolution as a major cultural center in Georgian history.

Art Gallery of Kutaisi notable
1 hour No Booking Needed

Featuring contemporary and classical Georgian art, this gallery showcases works by local and regional artists. The space displays
paintings, sculptures, and mixed-media works reflecting Georgia's vibrant artistic traditions and modern creative expressions. Regular
exhibitions rotate throughout the year.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Check opening hours before visiting; some museums have limited schedules
e Guided tours in Georgian available; English tours by request
e Photography typically allowed except for special exhibitions
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Parks & Gardens

Green spaces offering natural beauty, recreation, and peaceful retreats in and around Kutaisi.

Okatse Ca nyon  Must See Book Ahead
3 hours Book Ahead

A spectacular natural attraction approximately 30km from Kutaisi, this dramatic canyon features a thrilling suspended walkway high
above the river. The walkway provides heart-pounding views and photo opportunities. The surrounding nature trail offers hiking
through pristine landscapes with waterfalls and lush vegetation.

Kutaisi Botanical Garden Top pick
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

One of Georgia's oldest botanical gardens, this lush sanctuary showcases diverse plant species in landscaped settings. The garden
features walking paths, seasonal flowers, indigenous Georgian plants, and exotic specimens. It's an ideal retreat for nature lovers and
offers a peaceful respite from urban exploration.

Rioni River Park notable
1 hour No Booking Needed

Riverside green space along the Rioni River providing scenic walking paths and picnic areas. The park offers views of the river valley,
natural vegetation, and opportunities for photography. Local families enjoy this area for recreation, and it provides pleasant respite
with benches and shade.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

¢ Visit botanical garden in spring and early summer for peak flowering
e Bring water and wear sturdy shoes for canyon exploration
o Okatse walkway operates year-round; heights involved require good fitness level
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Distinctive districts and walking areas that showcase local life, architecture, and urban culture.

Old Town (Sakartvelo Avenue) Top pick
2 hours No Booking Needed

Kutaisi's historic center features traditional Georgian architecture, colonial-era buildings, and a lively atmosphere. Sakartvelo Avenue
is the main thoroughfare with cafes, restaurants, and shops. The area preserves authentic urban planning with narrow streets,
courtyards, and street-level commerce typical of Caucasian cities.

David Agmashenebeli Street Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

Named after Georgia's legendary King David the Builder, this vibrant street connects the city center with the Bagrati Cathedral. Lined
with restaurants, cafes, and shops, it's a popular pedestrian route with street vendors, markets, and local commerce. The street
captures authentic Georgian daily life and urban energy.

Central Market (Bazaar) notable
1 hour No Booking Needed

A bustling traditional market showcasing Georgian commerce and local products. Fresh produce, spices, honey, handicrafts, and
souvenirs fill this energetic space. The market provides authentic cultural immersion and opportunities to interact with local vendors
selling traditional Georgian foods and crafts.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

e Walk Old Town in late afternoon when locals are out
e Bring Georgian phrases; vendors appreciate language effort
e Bargaining is acceptable in markets; start at 20-30% below asking price
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Tours & Activities

Guided adventures and specialized activities offering deeper exploration of Kutaisi's attractions and surrounding regions.

Monastery Complex Tour MustSee  Book Ahead
4-8 hours Book Ahead

Professionally guided tours combining Bagrati, Gelati, and Motsameta sites with expert historical context. Guides explain architectural
details, religious significance, and Georgian history. Half-day and full-day options available with transportation included. Tours
accommodate various fitness levels and language preferences.

Wine Tasting Experience TopPick  Book Ahead
3 hours Book Ahead

Georgia is legendary for wine production; tours include visits to local wineries around Kutaisi, barrel room exploration, and tastings of
traditional Georgian wines. Many experiences include meals featuring local cheese and bread. Learn about ancient Georgian
winemaking methods and qvevri fermentation techniques unique to the region.

Hiking Expeditions TopPick  Book Ahead
3-6 hours Book Ahead

Organized hikes through Kutaisi's surrounding mountains and valleys explore Georgia's natural landscapes. Options range from gentle
nature walks to challenging mountain treks. Guides provide botanical and zoological information while routes offer panoramic views
and natural attractions like waterfalls and canyon formations.

Photography Tours notable
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Specialized tours catering to photographers exploring Kutaisi's most photogenic locations. Guides identify optimal lighting conditions,
composition angles, and golden hour photography opportunities. Tours visit both major monuments and hidden local gems with
authentic Georgian culture and lesser-known scenic spots.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book tours 1-2 days in advance through hotels or local agencies
e Confirm guide language availability before booking
e Bring sun protection, water, and camera equipment for outdoor tours
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Day Trips & Excursions

Nearby destinations and excursions accessible from Kutaisi as day-trips or overnight adventures.

Sataplia Nature Reserve Must see
2 hours No Booking Needed

Located 10km from Kutaisi, this reserve features a limestone cave complex with stalactites and stalagmites. The reserve includes a
suspended walkway offering aerial views of forested valleys below. Dinosaur footprints preserved in rock formations represent unique
paleontological significance. Well-maintained trails accommodate visitors of varying mobility levels.

Prometheus Cave MustSee  Book Ahead
2 hours Book Ahead

Approximately 20km from Kutaisi, this spectacular cave features stalactites, stalagmites, and underground rivers. A scenic cable car
journey descends into the cave system. The cave is illuminated with colored lighting and includes boat rides on underground lakes.
This natural wonder showcases Georgia's geological treasures.

Imereti Wine Region TopPick  Book Ahead
Full day Book Ahead

The surrounding countryside produces world-renowned Georgian wine. Day trips visit family vineyards, village vineyards, and wine
cellars. Experience traditional wine production methods, taste qvevri wines, and enjoy meals with local families. The rolling vineyards
provide beautiful photography and cultural immersion opportunities.

Zugdidi & Abkhazian Cultural Sites Notable
Full day No Booking Needed

A longer day trip to Zugdidi offers insight into Caucasian history and culture. While Abkhazia has complex travel restrictions, nearby
Georgian towns provide cultural context. The drive through mountain scenery is itself rewarding with traditional villages and local
markets en route.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Sataplia and Prometheus caves are essential day trips from Kutaisi
e Rental cars or organized tours recommended for day trips
e Allow 2+ hours driving time for extended day trips to wine regions

mycitytravelguide.com
Kutaisi Travel Guide - Georgia




Practical Information

Ideal visiting season: May-June and September-October offer perfect weather with temperatures 18-25°C (64-77°F).
Spring showcases botanical gardens in bloom; autumn provides clear skies for photography.

Summer (July-August) brings warmth and humidity; crowds peak at major monuments but longer daylight hours are
advantageous.

Winter (November-March) is mild but rainy; some attractions have reduced hours. February averages 5-10°C (41-50°F).

Avoid late December due to holiday closures and reduced services at smaller attractions.

Getting There: Kutaisi International Airport (KUT) receives flights from major European hubs. Marshrutkas (shared
minibuses) run frequently from Tbilisi (2-3 hours) and coastal areas. Buses and private taxis are available but less
comfortable.

Local Transport: Minibuses and shared taxis serve Kutaisi's neighborhoods and nearby sites. Ride-hailing apps (Yandex
Go) operate in the city center. Renting cars enables flexible exploration of surrounding attractions.

Inter-city: Reliable marshrutka connections link Kutaisi to other Georgian cities. Book tickets at bus stations or through
hotels. Private drivers can be arranged through hotels for day trips and long-distance travel.

* Airport Transfer
Kutaisi International Airport (David the Builder Kutaisi International Airport) (KUT) to city center:

o Airport Shuttle Bus: Minibus timed to flight arrivals runs to Kutaisi city center in about 25 minutes for around 5
GEL

o Taxi: Metered or Bolt-app taxi reaches central Kutaisi in roughly 20 minutes for about 25-35 GEL

e Private Transfer: Pre-booked driver meets you at arrivals and takes about 20-25 minutes to the city center for
around 40-50 GEL

¢« Rental Car: Several agencies operate desks in the terminal, with compact cars starting around 70 GEL per day for
onward travel

What to Buy: Georgian wine (qvevri-produced reds), local honey, dried fruits, and spices make excellent souvenirs.
Handwoven textiles, linen, and wool carpets reflect traditional craftsmanship. Khachapuri (cheese bread) and local cheese
can be purchased fresh from markets.

Shopping Areas: Central Market (Bazaar) offers authentic Georgian products, produce, and souvenirs. Sakartvelo
Avenue features tourist shops, cafes, and restaurants. Local artisan shops sell handmade crafts and traditional items.

Bargaining Tips: Markets expect negotiation; start 20-30% below asking prices. Respectful haggling is culturally
accepted. Fixed prices apply in restaurants and tourist shops; negotiation is inappropriate there.

Annual Events: Kutaisi Day (first weekend of May) celebrates the city with parades, cultural performances, and street
food. Wine festivals throughout September-October feature tastings and traditional harvest celebrations in surrounding
vineyards.

Religious Holidays: Orthodox Christmas (January 7), Easter (variable dates), and the Feast of the Dormition (August 28)
are observed with religious services at monasteries and churches. These dates bring pilgrim crowds to sacred sites.

Cultural Events: Theater and music performances occur at Kutaisi State Theater throughout the year. Art exhibitions at
local galleries change seasonally. Check local tourism offices for current event schedules.

Day 1: UNESCO Heritage Sites
Morning: Visit Bagrati Cathedral with sunrise views and audio guide. Late morning: Travel to Gelati Monastery (15
minutes). Lunch at local café with traditional khachapuri. Afternoon: Explore Gelati's churches and mosaics. Evening:
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Sunset stroll along Sakartvelo Avenue with dinner at traditional Georgian restaurant.

Day 2: Nature & Adventure

Early morning: Organized tour to Sataplia Nature Reserve including cave exploration and walkway. Lunch at reserve café.
Afternoon: Visit Motsameta Monastery on return route. Late afternoon: Relax at Kutaisi Botanical Garden. Evening: Wine
tasting at local winery or kvevri wine bar.

Day 3: Wine Region Immersion

Full-day wine country tour visiting family vineyards in Imereti region. Taste multiple wines at different cellars. Enjoy
traditional lunch with local family. Learn about ancient qvevri fermentation methods. Return for sunset dinner featuring
local products.

Day 4: Adventure & Geology
Day trip to Prometheus Cave 20km away. Explore illuminated cave system with boat rides on underground lakes. Lunch in
nearby village. Visit Sataplia if not previously explored. Return for evening at thermal springs (if available) or rest.

Day 5: Local Culture & Markets

Morning: Explore Old Town neighborhoods and David Agmashenebeli Street. Visit Central Market for authentic local
experience. Early lunch with local dish specialties. Afternoon: Walk through residential neighborhoods observing Georgian
daily life. Final evening: Farewell dinner featuring regional cuisine, wine, and local hospitality traditions.

Bagrati Cathedral: Photograph golden domes against sunset from south side (best light 1 hour before sunset). Early
morning mist creates atmospheric photos from the hilltop parking area.

Motsameta Monastery: Dramatic cliff location provides stunning photos, especially with river in foreground. Golden
hour light (sunset) creates spectacular silhouettes. Sunrise offers cooler tones and morning mist effects.

Gelati Monastery: Multiple angles capture complex architecture. Photograph mosaics using side lighting to highlight
details. Wide views show Georgian landscape context. Best visited 10am-2pm for even light on stone facades.

Okatse Canyon: Walkway provides unique elevated perspectives of gorge. Dramatic cliff formations photograph best in
clear weather. Sunset behind mountains creates backlit canyon views. Bring wide-angle lens for complete canyon
perspectives.

Old Town Streets: Narrow streets and traditional architecture showcase character in midday flat light or golden hour
warmth. Doorways and market stalls provide colorful detail shots. Evening restaurant lights add ambiance to street
photography.

Local Markets: Vibrant produce, spice colors, and vendor interactions create authentic cultural photos. Morning light
shows fresh produce freshness. Approach respectfully; ask permission before photographing people.

Voltage & Frequency: Georgia operates on 220V, 50Hz electrical standard (different from 110V, 60Hz used in North
America).

Plug Types: European Type C (two round pins) and Type F (grounded version) plugs are standard. Most accommodations
have Type C outlets. Some older buildings use Type E (French) or other variants.

Power Adapters: North American visitors require voltage converters and plug adapters. Universal adapters sold at
airports accommodate multiple plug types. Purchase European-style adapters before arriving or at airport shops.

Electronics: Modern chargers for phones, laptops (with 100-240V rating) work with simple plug adapters. Older
electronics require voltage converters. Bring sufficient adapters for all devices; local availability is limited outside major
tourist areas.

Must-Try Dishes: Khachapuri (cheese-filled bread) is Georgia's national dish served in variations throughout Kutaisi.
Khinkali (meat dumplings) are savory parcels combining spiced meat and broth. Pkhali (vegetable spreads with walnut)
offers plant-based tastiness. Badridze (pork stew) and Chakhokhbili (beef stew) showcase Georgian meat traditions.
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Dining Experience: Georgian restaurants emphasize family-style sharing of abundant dishes. Wine service features local
qvevri wines and chacha (grape vodka). Meals are lengthy social experiences; 2-3 hours is normal. Many restaurants
feature traditional live music and dancing during evenings.

Dining Tips: Lunch (1-3pm) and dinner (7-11pm) are main meal times. Avoid eating during Orthodox fasting periods
when meat/dairy are restricted in many establishments. Vegetarian options exist but fewer than meat-based choices.
Desserts feature honey, nuts, and pastries. Tea accompanies meals; coffee is also popular.

Tourist Passes
Georgian Museum Card

Multi-site pass providing discounted or free entry to major museums and monuments across Georgia including Kutaisi
sites. The card offers savings for multi-site visitors planning comprehensive cultural exploration. Cards available at
participating venues and some tourist information centers. Different tiers provide varying coverage levels.
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Okatse Canyon & Sataplia Combined Ticket

Bundled entry to both natural attractions provides transportation coordination and cost savings versus purchasing
individual tickets. Packages typically include guided cave tours, walkway access, and parking. Book through tourism
agencies or attraction websites for best rates and schedule flexibility.
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