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Things to do in Cologne

Landmarks & Monuments

Cologne's most iconic structures, showcasing centuries of architectural heritage from medieval times to the modern era.
These landmarks define the city's skyline and cultural identity.

Cologne Cathedral (Kölner Dom) Must See

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A masterpiece of Gothic architecture and UNESCO World Heritage Site, this twin-spired cathedral took 632 years to complete (1248-
1880). Its soaring spires dominate the skyline and offer breathtaking views from the observation deck. The cathedral houses the
Shrine of the Three Kings, one of Christianity's most important reliquaries, which brought pilgrims to Cologne for centuries.

Hohenzollern Bridge (Hohenzollernbrücke) Must See

30 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

One of the world's most famous railway bridges, iconic for its thousands of padlocks affixed by lovers. Built in 1911, this steel
cantilever bridge spans the Rhine with stunning architectural design. The adjacent pedestrian walkway offers unparalleled views of the
cathedral and cityscape. It has become a symbol of love and romance in Cologne.

Old Town (Altstadt) Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

The charming medieval heart of Cologne, meticulously reconstructed after WWII bombing. Narrow cobblestone streets wind through
centuries-old buildings, half-timbered facades, and hidden courtyards. The area is dotted with traditional taverns, galleries, and shops.
Stroll along the Rhine embankment for picturesque views and vibrant atmosphere, especially in the evening when locals and tourists
mingle at riverside beer gardens.

City Hall (Rathaus) & Town Hall Tower Top Pick

45 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A stunning Renaissance structure (1569) featuring intricate architectural details and a 61-meter tower accessible by elevator. The
town hall exemplifies Cologne's civic pride and craftsmanship. Visitors can climb to the observation platform for panoramic city views.
The adjacent Alter Markt (Old Market) square hosts seasonal markets and is a vibrant gathering place year-round.
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Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit the cathedral early morning or late evening to avoid crowds
Climb the 533 steps to the cathedral's observation deck for unmatched views
The bridge is most photogenic at sunset
Book cathedral tower tickets in advance during summer
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Museums & Galleries

Cologne hosts world-class museums spanning from ancient artifacts to contemporary art. The city's museum landscape
reflects its rich cultural heritage and position as a modern art hub.

Wallraf-Richartz Museum Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

One of Germany's oldest and finest art museums, housing an exceptional collection spanning from medieval times to the early 20th
century. The collection includes works by Rembrandt, Rubens, and Monet. The museum's modern architecture complements its
traditional treasures, offering an inspiring environment for art lovers. Temporary exhibitions rotate regularly, featuring contemporary
and historical works.

Museum Ludwig Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A contemporary art powerhouse with the world's largest Picasso collection outside Paris, plus works by Warhol, Lichtenstein, and
Hockney. The museum focuses on modern and contemporary art from the 20th and 21st centuries. Interactive exhibitions and
multimedia displays engage visitors of all backgrounds. The rooftop terrace offers views of the cathedral and Rhine.

German Sports & Olympics Museum (Deutsches Sport &
Olympia Museum) Top Pick

1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Unique museum celebrating Olympic history and German sporting achievement. Interactive exhibits, memorabilia, and multimedia
presentations explore the history of the Olympic Games and famous athletes. Located in a distinctive modern building, it offers
insights into sports culture and athletic excellence. Perfect for sports enthusiasts and families seeking engaging, interactive
experiences.

Roman-Germanic Museum Top Pick

1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Houses one of the most important Roman collections in Germany, featuring artifacts from Cologne's days as the Roman city of Colonia
Claudia Ara Agrippinensium. Mosaics, sculptures, glassware, and jewelry reveal the sophistication of Roman life. The museum's
architecture preserves remains of a Roman villa and bath complex, offering physical connection to ancient history beneath the modern
city.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Many museums close Mondays; check ahead before visiting
Free admission on first Thursday of each month for many museums
Purchase a Cologne City Card for unlimited public transport and museum discounts
Audio guides available in multiple languages for major museums
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Religious Sites

Cologne's spiritual heritage is reflected in its magnificent churches and religious structures, representing centuries of
Christian tradition and architectural excellence.

Great St. Martin Church (Groß St. Martin) Top Pick

45 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A stunning Romanesque church with distinctive twin towers visible from across the city. The interior features soaring arches and
beautiful stained glass. Located in the heart of the Old Town overlooking the Rhine, it's one of Cologne's most photographed buildings.
The church grounds offer scenic views and peaceful respite from city bustle.

St. Gereon's Basilica (Basilika St. Gereon) Notable

30 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

An ancient Roman-era basilica built over a catacomb, combining Byzantine and Romanesque architecture. One of Cologne's oldest
churches, it showcases impressive stone vaulting and religious artwork. The decagonal structure is unique among German churches.
Visitors can explore sacred spaces that have witnessed over 1,500 years of continuous worship.

St. Pantaleon Church (Kirche St. Pantaleon) Notable

30 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A Romanesque masterpiece and one of Cologne's most important pilgrimage churches. The church features beautiful architectural
details and contains the tomb of Otto I. The peaceful interior atmosphere contrasts with the bustling city outside. Religious art and
ornate decorations reflect medieval craftsmanship and devotion.

Tips for Religious Sites

Many churches close during lunch hours (12-2 PM)
Respectful dress is appreciated in active churches
Attend evening services for authentic spiritual experience
Combine church visits with Old Town walking tours
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Each Cologne neighborhood offers distinct character, from bohemian artistic enclaves to vibrant residential quarters.
Explore beyond the center to discover authentic local culture.

Ehrenfeld Top Pick

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A trendy neighborhood renowned for its creative street art, independent galleries, vintage shops, and hip cafés. Once industrial, it's
evolved into a cultural hotspot for artists, musicians, and young professionals. The district features regular gallery nights, pop-up
markets, and vibrant nightlife. RAW-Gelände, a former railway yard, hosts concerts and cultural events.

Südstadt (South City) Top Pick

1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

An upscale residential neighborhood known for tree-lined streets, elegant buildings, fine dining, and boutique shopping. The area
exudes sophistication with excellent restaurants, wine bars, and designer shops. The district's cultural institutions and green spaces
make it popular with families and professionals. Südstadt represents modern Cologne's refined lifestyle.

Nippes Top Pick

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A family-friendly residential neighborhood blending urban convenience with local charm. Known for authentic German restaurants,
bakeries, and traditional Cologne beer halls serving Kölsch beer. The district maintains village-like character while offering modern
amenities. Perfect for experiencing everyday Cologne life and local traditions away from tourist crowds.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Use public transport (U-Bahn/Streetcar) to reach neighborhoods
Explore on foot for authentic street-level discoveries
Visit local markets for fresh produce and regional specialties
Ask locals for hidden gem recommendations
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Parks & Gardens

Cologne's green spaces provide peaceful retreats, recreational opportunities, and natural beauty throughout the city.
Perfect for relaxation, picnics, and outdoor activities.

Rhine Parks (Rheinparks) Top Pick

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A series of connected parks along the Rhine's right bank offering jogging paths, cycling trails, and recreational spaces. The parks
feature riverside walks with exceptional cathedral and bridge views, perfect for photographers. Locals enjoy sunbathing, picnicking,
and cycling throughout the extensive green corridor. The parks transform into social hubs during summer evenings.

Flora Botanical Garden (Flora und Botanischer Garten) Top

Pick

1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A verdant 20-hectare garden showcasing diverse plant collections from around the world. Seasonal flowers, tropical greenhouses,
Japanese gardens, and Mediterranean sections provide varied landscapes. The peaceful setting offers escape from urban energy.
Features include sculpture installations, water features, and designated picnic areas. Particularly beautiful in spring and summer.

Volksgarten (People's Park) Top Pick

1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Cologne's largest urban park, featuring open meadows, tree groves, sports facilities, and a scenic lake. Popular with locals for jogging,
cycling, and family outings. The park includes playgrounds, beer gardens, and cultural venues hosting outdoor concerts and festivals.
Offers natural respite in the city's southwest, with areas suitable for all activity levels.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Parks are best visited May-September
Bring a picnic for riverside relaxation
Rent bicycles to explore longer distances comfortably
Many parks have public restroom facilities
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and activities provide curated insights into Cologne's history, culture, and attractions. From river
cruises to neighborhood tours, discover the city through expert perspectives.

Rhine River Cruises Top Pick  Book Ahead

1-4 hours Book Ahead

Scenic boat tours along the Rhine River offering fresh perspectives on Cologne's landmarks, including the cathedral, bridges, and
riverside architecture. Options range from one-hour city cruises to full-day excursions to nearby wine regions. Evening cruises feature
dinner and live music. Tours operate year-round, with enhanced comfort during summer months and special seasonal programming.

Guided Walking Tours Top Pick  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Expert-led tours exploring Old Town, historical sites, street art, or specialized themes. Professional guides share stories, historical
context, and insider knowledge not found in guidebooks. Options include early morning, evening, and themed tours (Roman history,
medieval period, modern art). Small group settings ensure personalized experiences and opportunities for questions.

Kölsch Brewery Tours & Tastings Top Pick  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Discover Cologne's brewing heritage through tours of local breweries producing the distinctive Kölsch beer. Tastings showcase unique
flavor profiles and production techniques. Learn about beer history and culture deeply rooted in Cologne's identity. Tours often include
food pairings and visits to traditional beer halls. Perfect for beer enthusiasts seeking authentic experiences.

Street Art Tours (Ehrenfeld & Surrounding Districts) Top Pick  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Specialized tours showcasing Cologne's vibrant graffiti and street art scene. Local artists and cultural guides explain techniques,
artistic movements, and stories behind murals. Explore legal street art zones and emerging creative spaces. Tours highlight Cologne's
cultural renaissance and contemporary artistic expression. Ideal for photography, art lovers, and those seeking alternative
perspectives.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book tours in advance during peak season (May-September)
Check reviews on TripAdvisor for tour operator quality
Wear comfortable shoes for walking tours
River cruises operate year-round but are most pleasant May-September
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Day Trips & Excursions

Nearby destinations offer variety from wine regions to historic towns, easily accessible via train or car. Extend your
Cologne experience to surrounding regions.

Rhine Valley Wine Region Top Pick

Full day No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Picturesque vineyards, wine villages, and medieval castles dot the Rhine Valley, UNESCO World Heritage Site. Rüdesheim and Bingen
are popular destinations featuring wine tastings, scenic cable car rides, and riverside walks. The region produces excellent Riesling
wines. Visit charming wine bars, attend harvest festivals, or hike through terraced vineyards with panoramic Rhine views. Accessible
via train (30-45 minutes from Cologne).

Bonn (Former German Capital) Top Pick

Full day No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A charming Rhineside city, 25 km south of Cologne, famous as Germany's former capital and birthplace of Beethoven. Features the
impressive Bonn Minster, historic Old Town, beautiful parks, and world-class museums including the Beethoven House. The city blends
political history with cultural heritage. Easily accessible via 20-minute train ride, perfect for a cultural day excursion.

Düsseldorf (Nearby Major City) Top Pick

Full day No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A stylish city 50 km northwest known for fashion, art, and the lively Altstadt beer district. Features renowned museums, designer
shopping districts, and vibrant nightlife. The Rhine embankment (Rheinufer) offers scenic walks and cafés. Home to a thriving arts
scene and world-class restaurants. Accessible via 25-minute train, offering urban sophistication and cultural variety different from
Cologne's medieval focus.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Purchase a regional train pass for multiple day trips
Check train schedules in advance; Sunday services may differ
Combine multiple destinations for a comprehensive regional tour
Visit wine region during harvest season (September-October)

Practical Information

Best Times to Visit

May to September offers ideal weather (15-24°C) with long daylight hours and outdoor activities in full swing. Summer
brings vibrant street life, outdoor beer gardens, and festivals, though expect larger crowds and higher prices.

Spring (April-May) features pleasant temperatures, blooming gardens, and Easter celebrations. Fall (September-
October) offers mild weather and grape harvest festivities in wine regions.

Winter (December-January) transforms Cologne into a festive landscape with Christmas markets, holiday decorations,
and fewer tourists. However, daylight is limited (8 hours) and temperatures hover around 3-5°C.
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Avoid July-August if you prefer fewer crowds; peak tourism and heat make popular sites crowded. Best value occurs in
October-November or January-March with lower prices and reasonable weather.

Getting Around Cologne

Public Transport (KVB): Efficient U-Bahn (metro), S-Bahn (commuter rail), and streetcar network. Single tickets cost
€2.40-3.20; day passes (€9.50) offer value for multiple journeys. All lines converge at Hauptbahnhof (Central Station).

Bicycles: Cologne is extremely bike-friendly with extensive cycle paths. Rent bikes from numerous shops (€1-2/hour).
Perfect for exploring neighborhoods and river parks at your own pace.

Walking: Old Town and city center are compact and pedestrian-friendly. Most attractions are within 2-3 km of each other.

Taxis & Ride-sharing: Taxis available at stands; ride-sharing apps (Uber, Bolt) operate throughout the city. About €8-12
for typical city journeys.

River Transport: Tourist ferries cross the Rhine (€1.60 per journey) connecting north and south banks.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Cologne Bonn Airport (CGN)  to city center:

S-Bahn S13/S19: Direct to Cologne Hauptbahnhof in about 15 minutes, around €3.80 with a KVB single ticket
Airport Express Bus 170: Runs to the city center in roughly 25 minutes, about €3.80
Taxi: Around 20 minutes to downtown Cologne for approximately €35 to €45
Private Transfer: Pre-booked door-to-door car service to your hotel in about 20 minutes for around €50 to €60

Shopping & Souvenirs

4711 Cologne Fragrance: The iconic eau de cologne brand since 1709. Available at the historic flagship store and
department stores. A quintessential Cologne souvenir.

Shopping Districts: Schildergasse is Europe's longest shopping street with mainstream brands. Altstadt features
independent boutiques, galleries, and vintage shops. Ehrenfeld offers alternative clothing, art, and design.

Traditional Crafts: Hand-carved wooden items, medieval replicas, and religious artwork available in Old Town shops and
cathedral merchandise.

Food Specialties: Kölsch beer (local specialty), mustard, local chocolates, and German wines make excellent gifts.
Department stores and supermarkets offer quality selections.

Christmas Markets: December transforms the city with festive markets selling ornaments, crafts, mulled wine, and
seasonal treats. The cathedral square market is particularly atmospheric.

Annual Events & Festivals

Carnival (February/March): Cologne's most important celebration featuring parades, costumes, street parties, and
copious Kölsch consumption. The entire city transforms into a carnival atmosphere for days.

Christmas Markets (November-December):  Multiple markets (cathedral square, Old Town, neighborhoods) offer
festive shopping, mulled wine, roasted chestnuts, and holiday crafts.

Rhine in Flames (May): Spectacular fireworks display along the Rhine with decorated boats, music, and celebrations
spanning multiple towns.

Cologne Pride (July/August):  Large LGBTQ+ festival with street parties, parades, and cultural events. The city
celebrates diversity and inclusion.

Art Cologne (November): Contemporary art fair attracting galleries and collectors worldwide. Features exhibitions,
lectures, and performances.
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Jazz Festival (November): World-class jazz performances across multiple venues featuring international and local
artists.

Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1 - Cathedral & Old Town:  Start at Cologne Cathedral, climb the tower (533 steps) for views. Explore adjacent Old
Town's medieval streets and squares. Lunch at riverside beer hall sampling Kölsch beer. Visit Great St. Martin Church. End
with sunset from Hohenzollern Bridge. Evening stroll along Rhine embankment.

Day 2 - Museums & Culture:  Begin at Wallraf-Richartz Museum (European art collections). Lunch in nearby café.
Afternoon at Museum Ludwig (Picasso and contemporary art). Visit rooftop terrace for cathedral views. Evening exploring
Südstadt's fine dining and boutique shopping. Dinner at upscale restaurant.

Day 3 - Modern Neighborhoods:  Explore trendy Ehrenfeld district's street art and galleries. Lunch at hip café or vintage
shop restaurant. Browse independent boutiques and design studios. Visit RAW-Gelände cultural venue. Afternoon at Flora
Botanical Garden for peaceful nature experience. Evening in Nippes neighborhood experiencing local beer culture.

Day 4 - Rhine Valley Excursion:  Train to wine region (Rüdesheim/Bingen). Visit terraced vineyards and wine tastings.
Cable car ride with panoramic views. Explore medieval castle ruins. Riverside walk through charming villages. Wine bar
dinner. Return to Cologne by evening.

Day 5 - Day Trip to Bonn: 20-minute train ride to Bonn. Visit Beethoven House and Bonn Minster. Explore park-filled Old
Town and riverside walks. Museum visits (political or art focused). Traditional German restaurant lunch. Afternoon
shopping and cafés. Return to Cologne with time for evening activities.

Best Photography Locations

Hohenzollern Bridge: Best at sunrise or sunset for golden-hour cathedral and bridge photography. The bridge's locks
create unique foreground elements. Evening lights create stunning reflections.

Deutz Riverside (opposite Old Town):  Perfect vantage point for cathedral, bridge, and Old Town silhouettes. Early
morning light beautifully illuminates the cathedral's twin spires.

Old Town Narrow Streets: Winding alleyways with half-timbered buildings photograph beautifully during golden hour.
Afternoon side-lighting creates dramatic shadows and texture.

Rhine Parks at Sunset: Capture cathedral and bridges reflected in river water. Smooth water creates mirror-like
reflections in calm evenings.

Alter Markt Square: Picturesque medieval buildings and City Hall tower frame beautifully. Night photography reveals
atmospheric lighting on historic architecture.

Street Art in Ehrenfeld: Vibrant murals photograph best in daylight. Early morning light minimizes crowds and creates
clean compositions of artistic designs.

Flora Botanical Garden: Seasonal flowers and landscaped gardens offer colorful photography opportunities. Spring
blossoms and summer foliage create dynamic compositions.

Electricity & Power Adapters

Voltage: Germany uses 230V AC at 50Hz, different from North American 110V and some other regions.

Plug Types: Germany uses Type C (two round pins) and Type F (two round pins with earth clips) plugs. These differ from
US (Type A) and UK (Type G) plugs.

Adapters & Converters: US/UK visitors need universal adapters. Most hotels provide adapters; purchase backup
adapters at airports or electronics shops for €5-15. Heavy appliances (hair dryers) may require converters, though most
chargers have built-in voltage conversion (100-240V).

USB Charging: Many hotels and cafés offer USB charging ports. Portable power banks are convenient for day trips.
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Outlet Availability: Quality hotels have bedside outlets and bathroom plugs. Cafés and libraries often provide USB
charging for customers. Public areas may have limited outlet access.

Local Cuisine & Dining

Must-Try Local Dishes: Sauerbraten - pot roast in vinegar sauce served with red cabbage. Flammkuchen - thin-crust
Alsatian pizza with crème fraîche, onions, and bacon. Halve Hahn - rye bread sandwich with aged cheese and onions
(traditional Cologne specialty). Currywurst - grilled sausage with curry ketchup.

Kölsch Beer Culture: Sample Cologne's signature beer in traditional beer halls (Brauerei-Gaststätten). Waiters (Köbes)
serve small glasses continuously until you place your coaster. Brands include Früh, Gaffel, and Reissdorf. The beer-
drinking culture is integral to local identity.

Dining Recommendations: Altstadt offers traditional taverns with historic atmosphere. Südstadt features upscale
restaurants with modern cuisine. Ehrenfeld has trendy cafés and international options. Casual beer halls range €10-20 per
meal; fine dining €40-80.

Markets & Street Food: Neusmarkt Kölner Wonnemar food market offers diverse cuisines. Street vendors sell
currywurst, döner kebab, and local snacks. Weekly farmer's markets provide fresh produce and artisan foods.

Tourist Passes

Cologne City Card

Provides unlimited public transportation on U-Bahn, S-Bahn, and streetcars throughout Cologne. Includes discounts (10-
25%) at major museums, attractions, restaurants, and shops. Available for 24, 48, or 72 hours. Individual card costs €9.50-
19.50; groups up to 5 people receive combined rate benefits (approximately €29-49 for groups). Reduces queuing at
popular paid attractions. Excellent value for multi-day visits exploring diverse attractions.

www.cologne-tourism.com

Museum Pass Cologne

Grants free entry to 30+ museums and cultural institutions including major attractions (Wallraf-Richartz, Museum Ludwig,
Roman-Germanic Museum, Sports & Olympics Museum). Valid for 2 consecutive days. Cost €42 for individual travelers.
Unlimited re-entry to each museum. Saves significant money when visiting 3+ major museums (individual tickets €12-15
each). Includes public transportation during valid days on most passes.

www.cologne-tourism.com
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