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Things to do in Hannover

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures and historical monuments that define Hannover's skyline and heritage

Neues Rathaus (New Town Hall) Must see
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A stunning Art Nouveau masterpiece built between 1901-1913. This ornate town hall features remarkable architecture with a
distinctive dome. Take the elevator to the observation deck for panoramic views of the city. The building's interior includes ornate
staircases and historical chambers. Priority: essential for first-time visitors wanting to understand the city's architectural grandeur and
civic importance.
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Marktkirche (Market Church) mustsee
45 minutes No Booking Needed

A magnificent Gothic church dating back to the 14th century, featuring intricate brick architecture and an impressive interior. The
church survived World War Il bombing and remains a symbol of Hannover's resilience. Visitors can admire stained glass windows,
ornate wooden carvings, and the historic organ. Regular services and concerts are held throughout the year.

Aegidienkirche (Aegidian Church) Top pick

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A poignant war memorial and historic church where the ruined tower stands as a reminder of WWII destruction. The adjacent Peace
Garden offers quiet reflection. The partially reconstructed church hosts cultural events and exhibitions. Its unique architectural
presentation—part preserved ruin, part modern reconstruction—tells a compelling story of German history and recovery.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

¢ Visit the Neues Rathaus on a clear day for the best observation deck views
¢ Many landmarks are within walking distance in the Altstadt (old town)
e Evening illumination of historic buildings creates excellent photography opportunities
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e Consider purchasing a Hannover Card for discounted entry to attractions
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Museums & Galleries

World-class collections showcasing art, history, and culture

Sprengel Museum MustSee  Book Ahead
2-3 hours Book Ahead

A premier modern art museum housing one of Germany's finest contemporary and 20th-century collections. The building itself is an
architectural masterpiece from 1979. Highlights include works by Picasso, Beckmann, Klee, and Miré. The museum frequently hosts
cutting-edge contemporary exhibitions and installations. World-class design and layout makes this a must-visit for art enthusiasts.

Lower Saxony State Museum (Niedersachsisches
Landesmuseum)  Must See

2-4 hours No Booking Needed

A comprehensive museum covering natural history, archaeology, ethnology, and art. Exhibits range from Egyptian mummies to
German medieval armor. The Egyptian collection is particularly impressive, featuring well-preserved artifacts and detailed contextual
information. Rotating exhibitions keep the museum fresh for repeat visitors. Family-friendly with dedicated children's activities.

German Resistance Memorial Center Top pick
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A powerful and moving museum dedicated to German resistance against Nazi dictatorship. Interactive exhibits document resistance
movements, partisan activities, and courageous individuals who opposed the regime. Personal stories, documents, and multimedia
presentations create an immersive historical experience. Essential for understanding this crucial period of history and human
resistance to tyranny.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

¢ Most museums offer free entry on Thursday evenings

Book timed tickets online to skip queues at popular museums

e Audio guides enhance the museum experience with detailed context
¢ Many museums have excellent cafés for resting between galleries
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Parks & Gardens

Extensive green spaces showcasing Hannover's reputation as Germany's garden city
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B Herrenhausen Palace & Gardens Must See
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2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A stunning baroque palace surrounded by one of Europe's most important formal gardens. The Great Garden (GroBer Garten) spans 50
hectares with geometric precision, fountains, and manicured hedges. The palace interiors showcase period furnishings and royal
collections. Visitors can explore multiple garden areas including the rose garden and Italian garden. Special illumination during
summer evenings creates magical atmospheres. This UNESCO-worthy site is fundamental to understanding European garden design.

Maschsee Lake  Must See
1-3 hours No Booking Needed

A beautiful 78-hectare artificial lake created in 1936, perfect for swimming, sailing, and lakeside relaxation. Tree-lined promenades
circle the lake offering scenic walking and cycling paths. Numerous cafés and restaurants dot the shoreline providing dining with water
views. The lake hosts summer festivals and cultural events. Beach clubs operate seasonally, providing lounging areas and
refreshments. Ideal for families, cyclists, and anyone seeking outdoor recreation.

Berggarten (Mountain Garden) Top pick
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Part of the Herrenhausen complex, this botanical garden features exotic plants in greenhouses, alpine flora, and Mediterranean
gardens. The Schauglas (Display Glass House) showcases rare tropical species. Well-organized plant collections by geographic region
allow visitors to travel the world botanically. Peaceful paths and benches provide quiet spots for contemplation. Educational signage
enriches the visit with botanical knowledge.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Rent bicycles to explore the extensive cycling network around the lake and gardens
e Herrenhausen Gardens have seasonal events including illuminated fountain displays
e Pack a picnic to enjoy at Maschsee with views of the water

e Spring blooms at Herrenhausen (April-May) create spectacular color displays

e Early morning visits avoid crowds while offering serene natural experiences
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Religious Sites

Sacred spaces reflecting Hannover's spiritual heritage and architectural achievement

Kreuzkirche (Cross Church) Top pick

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A modernist church built in 1957 featuring bold architectural design with a distinctive cross-shaped floor plan. The interior emphasizes
simplicity and light, with large windows flooding the space with natural illumination. The design represents post-war German
ecclesiastical architecture at its finest. Regular concerts and cultural events utilize the excellent acoustics. The church symbolizes
spiritual renewal and forward-thinking design.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Check local websites for concert schedules at churches
e Respectful dress is appreciated when visiting active places of worship
e Many churches have guided tours by appointment
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and hands-on activities for deeper engagement with the city

City WaIking Tours  Must See Book Ahead
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Professional guided tours explore historic districts, revealing stories of Hannover's development, wartime destruction, and rebuilding.
Expert guides provide context about architectural styles, historical events, and local culture. Various themed tours focus on specific
interests: royal history, art, Nazi era, or industrial heritage. Tours typically last 1.5-2 hours and depart from central locations.
Multilingual options available for international visitors.

Hannover Bike Tours Top pick
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Explore the city and surrounding areas via extensive cycling infrastructure. Organized bike tours visit major attractions while covering
more ground than walking tours. Rental bikes available throughout the city at affordable daily rates. Routes range from easy flat paths
around Maschsee to moderate rides through residential neighborhoods and parks. Professional cycling guides provide cultural and
historical commentary while riding.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book walking tours in advance, especially during peak season
o Comfortable walking shoes essential for city tours

Bicycle tours offer excellent value for covering more of the city
e Guides often have local knowledge not found in guidebooks
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Day Trips & Excursions

Excellent excursions accessible by train or car from Hannover

Celle Castle & Historic Town  Must See
4-5 hours No Booking Needed

A picturesque Renaissance castle surrounded by a charming medieval town featuring half-timbered buildings and cobblestone streets.
Celle is located about 40km northeast of Hannover, accessible by train in 30 minutes. The castle offers guided tours revealing royal
history and architectural details. The town center invites leisurely exploration with boutiques, cafés, and restaurants. The well-
preserved Altstadt exemplifies authentic German small-town character.

Bad Nenndorf Spa Town  Top pick
half-day No Booking Needed

An elegant spa town 30km south featuring mineral springs, wellness facilities, and parkland. Accessible by train (45 minutes) or car,
offering a relaxing contrast to urban sightseeing. The town has thermal baths, spa hotels, and wellness centers catering to
rejuvenation seekers. Beautiful surrounding countryside provides hiking opportunities. Perfect for combining cultural tourism with
health and relaxation activities.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Purchase regional train passes for cost-effective day trip transportation

e Combine multiple attractions in a single day using efficient routing

¢ Visit Celle in the afternoon to capture beautiful golden-hour photography
e Check train schedules in advance to optimize itinerary timing

Practical Information

Spring (April-May): Mild temperatures (12-18°C), blooming gardens at Herrenhausen, Easter markets. Perfect for garden
exploration. Summer (June-August): Warm weather (18-24°C), outdoor lakeside activities, beer gardens, festival
season. Maschsee is ideal for swimming and water sports. Autumn (September-October): Pleasant temperatures (10-
16°C), fewer crowds, fall foliage in parks. Winter (November-March): Cold (2-8°C), Christmas markets (November-
December), fewer tourists, lower accommodation prices.

Overall: May and September offer the best balance of weather and manageable crowds. Avoid July-August peak season
if you prefer smaller crowds.
Getting Around Hannover

Public Transport: Excellent U-Bahn (subway), S-Bahn (commuter rail), and tram network. Single tickets cost €2.80-3.00;
day passes €7.50-9.00. All attractions are accessible via public transport.

Bicycles: Hannover is highly bike-friendly with 600+ km of cycling paths. Rent bikes from CallABike, Nextbike, or local
shops (€10-15/day). Most attractions have secure bike parking.

Walking: City center is walkable; distances between major attractions manageable on foot.

Airport Transfer: Hannover Airport (HA)) is 12km north. S5 train to city center (30 minutes, €10). Taxis and ride-sharing
(Uber, etc.) also available.
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* Airport Transfer
Hannover Airport (HA)) to city center:

e S-Bahn S5: Direct train to Hannover Hauptbahnhof in about 13 minutes, tickets around €3.90

o Taxi: Roughly 20 minutes to the city center, fare typically €25 to €30

e Bus 470: Regular service to the central station area in about 25 minutes, tickets around €3.90

o Private transfer: Pre-booked door-to-door car service to the city center in about 20 minutes, from around €45

Shopping in Hannover

Main Shopping Districts: GeorgsstraBBe - pedestrian shopping street with major brands and boutiques.
KarmarschstraBBe - luxury brands and designer shops. Passerelle - modern shopping mall near train station.

Markets: Markthalle - regional produce, local specialties, ready-to-eat food. Christoffel Markt - neighborhood market
with vegetables and local products.

Local Products: Marzipan and Spritzgeback (Christmas cookies), local beers (Herrenhausen, Binding), traditional crafts
from Hannover artisans.

Antiques & Vintage: Browse the Linden district for independent vintage shops and antique dealers specializing in
German memorabilia and furniture.

Annual Events & Festivals

Hannover Schiutzen Fest (July): World's largest rifle festival, traditional costumes, parades, beer tents, carnival rides.
10-day celebration of Hannover culture.

Brauereifest (May): Beer festival celebrating Lower Saxony brewing heritage with craft beers, food, live music.
Burgdorf Folk Festival (summer): International folk music and dance festival in nearby town.

Christmas Markets (November-December): Festive markets at Marktplatz and throughout city with crafts, mulled wine,
traditional foods.

CeBIT (March): Major technology trade show; affects accommodation availability.

Hannover Art Festival (October): Contemporary art exhibitions in galleries and public spaces.

Sample 5-Day Itineraries

Day 1: Royal Hannover Heritage

Morning: Explore Neues Rathaus, view from observation deck (1.5 hrs). Stroll through Altstadt historic streets. Lunch at
traditional German restaurant. Afternoon: Marktkirche visit (30 min). Afternoon coffee break. Late afternoon: Walk
Maschsee lakeside (1 hr). Evening: Dinner with lake views.

Day 2: World-Class Art & Culture

Morning: Sprengel Museum modern art collection (2.5 hrs). Lunch at museum café. Afternoon: Lower Saxony State
Museum (2 hrs). Late afternoon: Rest and refresh at local café. Evening: Consider classical concert or theater
performance.

Day 3: Royal Gardens & Nature

Morning: Herrenhausen Palace & Great Gardens (2.5 hrs). Lunch at palace café overlooking gardens. Afternoon:
Berggarten botanical exploration (1.5 hrs). Late afternoon: Bike or stroll around Maschsee (1.5 hrs). Evening: Casual
dinner in Linden neighborhood.

Day 4: Modern Hannover & Local Life
Morning: German Resistance Memorial Center (2 hrs). Lunch at Markthalle sampling local specialties. Afternoon: Explore
Linden district galleries, boutiques, vintage shops (2 hrs). Late afternoon: Visit Kreuzkirche contemporary architecture.
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Evening: Dinner at trendy Linden restaurant.

Day 5: Day Trip Adventure
Full day trip to Celle Castle (train 30 mins). Morning: Castle guided tour (1.5 hrs). Afternoon: Explore Celle's medieval
Altstadt, shops, restaurants. Return train to Hannover (30 mins). Evening: Casual dinner reflecting on cultural discoveries.

Best Photography Locations

Herrenhausen Great Garden (best at: golden hour, spring bloom time): Formal gardens provide incredible geometric
patterns, fountains as focal points. Late afternoon provides soft, directional light. Spring blooms create colorful
compositions. The long sight-lines through garden alleys produce dramatic perspective shots. Come midweek mornings
for minimal crowds.

Neues Rathaus Dome (best at: dusk, interior): [lluminated at night creates striking urban architecture shots. Reflection
in water pools during wet weather. Interior dome ceiling provides symmetrical compositions. Position yourself at different
angles along Maschpark for varied perspectives.

Maschsee Sunset (best at: golden hour): Western shore catches perfect sunset light. Tree-lined banks frame water
beautifully. Cyclists and walkers provide human interest elements. Early evening light is soft and directional, ideal for
landscape photography.

Marktkirche Evening (best at: early evening): Gothic architecture details clearly visible in fading daylight. Evening lights
come on, creating atmospheric illumination. Medieval narrow streets create intimate framing opportunities.

Altstadt Wandering (best at: morning light): Historic buildings backlit by morning sun. Narrow streets create leading
lines. Fewer tourists present early. Half-timber facades show beautiful texture and shadow detail.

Electricity & Technical Information

Voltage & Frequency: Germany uses 230V, 50Hz AC power supply (matching most of Europe but different from North
America's 110V, 60Hz).

Plug Types: Germany uses Type C (two round pins) and Type F (two round pins with grounding clips) plugs. Type E and
Type F are increasingly common. Outlets typically accommodate multiple plug types due to European standardization.

Adapters: Travelers from North America, UK, Australia, or other countries with different plug standards must carry
universal travel adapters. Quality multi-adapter plugs accommodate German and other European standards. Adapters
widely available at airport shops and electronics stores, though purchasing before departure is recommended.

Device Charging: Most modern chargers (laptops, phones, tablets) are dual-voltage (100-240V) automatically adapting
to German electricity. Check device labels to confirm dual-voltage capability before plugging in without an adapter.

Power Outages: Germany has reliable infrastructure; power outages are extremely rare in urban Hannover.

Hannover Culinary Guide

Must-Try Dishes: Hannover Bockwurst - traditional smoked sausage with distinctive flavor, served with bread and
mustard. Raucherfisch - smoked fish from local producers. Labskaus - sailor's stew with corned beef, potatoes, onions,
traditional working-class fare. Spritzgeback - crispy butter cookies, perfect with coffee.

Local Specialties: Hannover Brezel - twisted pretzel bread. Lower Saxon cheeses - regional dairy varieties. Herring
preparations - due to proximity to coast, herring appears in many forms (pickled, smoked). Dark bread - Pumpernickel
and Schwarzbrot are staples.

Beverages: Hannover beers - Herrenhausen, Binding are local breweries. Coffee culture - strong espresso and
cappuccino served at modern cafés. Obstler - fruit schnapps, traditional digestif.
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Dining Tips: Restaurants typically open lunch 11:30am-2pm, dinner 6pm-11pm. Markthalle offers quick, affordable
local food. Beer gardens operate seasonally (April-October). Tipping: 5-10% expected at sit-down restaurants; round up
at cafés. Reservations recommended for dinner, especially weekends.

Tourist Passes
Hannover CARD

Best Value Option for multiple attractions. Includes free public transportation on all U-Bahn, S-Bahn, trams, and buses
within Hannover. Discounted or free entry to major museums (Sprengel Museum, State Museum, Neues Rathaus,
Herrenhausen Palace). Valid 24, 48, or 72 hours. Purchase at tourist office, hotels, or train station. Pays for itself after 2-3
attractions plus transport savings.
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www.hannover-tourismus.de

Museum Pass

Art & Culture Focus. Valid for 4-5 consecutive days, includes all major museums. Typically costs €35-40. Excellent for
culture-focused visitors spending significant time in galleries. Includes audio guides at many museums. Often includes
restaurant discounts and special event access.

www.hannover-tourismus.de
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