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Things to do in Stuttgart

Landmarks & Monuments

Stuttgart is home to iconic structures that showcase centuries of German heritage, from magnificent baroque palaces to
modern architectural achievements.

Neues Schloss (New Palace) Must See

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

An impressive 18th-century baroque palace surrounded by beautiful gardens. The stunning symmetrical façade and manicured
grounds make it one of Stuttgart's most photographed landmarks. The palace now houses government offices, but the grounds are
open to the public for leisurely strolls.

Altes Schloss (Old Palace) Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A stunning Renaissance palace dating back to the 16th century, featuring a beautiful arcaded courtyard and ornamental gardens.
Today it houses the Württemberg State Museum with exhibits on local history, artwork, and archaeological finds spanning several
centuries.

Wilhelma Palace and Botanical Garden Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A magnificent 19th-century villa surrounded by one of Europe's most diverse botanical gardens. The palace features exotic plants from
around the world, with Mediterranean and tropical sections. The ornate architecture combined with lush gardens creates a serene
escape from the city center.

Markthalle (Market Hall) Top Pick

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A historic Art Nouveau market hall from 1912 featuring over 170 vendors selling fresh produce, meats, fish, flowers, and international
delicacies. The colorful stalls and vibrant atmosphere offer an authentic glimpse into Stuttgart's culinary culture.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit Neues Schloss early morning to avoid crowds
The Altes Schloss courtyard hosts outdoor events in summer
Combined tickets available for multiple palace entrances
Free WiFi available in major landmarks
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Museums & Galleries

Stuttgart boasts world-renowned museums and galleries showcasing everything from contemporary art to automotive
history, making it a paradise for culture enthusiasts.

Mercedes-Benz Museum Must See  Book Ahead

3-4 hours Book Ahead
Map Wiki

A must-visit destination for automotive enthusiasts, spanning nine levels of exhibits chronicling the 140-year history of Mercedes-
Benz. Interactive displays, restored vehicles, and immersive experiences showcase innovation, design, and the evolution of
automobile technology from its inception to the future.

Porsche Museum Must See  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead
Map Wiki

A cutting-edge facility showcasing over 80 Porsche vehicles across 5,600 square meters of exhibition space. The sleek modern building
itself is an architectural marvel, with exhibits organized thematically to highlight the evolution of Porsche design, engineering, and
performance innovations.

Staatsgalerie (State Gallery) Top Pick

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

One of Germany's most important art museums, housing masterpieces from medieval times to contemporary art. The collection
includes works by Rembrandt, Monet, and Picasso, with particular strength in German Expressionism and 20th-century modern art.
Beautifully curated exhibitions in both classical and modern wings.

Württemberg State Museum Top Pick

1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Located within Altes Schloss, this museum houses an extensive collection of artwork, sculpture, and archaeological artifacts from the
region. Exhibitions cover medieval art, Renaissance treasures, and contemporary installations, providing deep insights into Stuttgart
and Württemberg's cultural heritage.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Mercedes-Benz Museum requires online booking; arrive early for popular times
Many museums offer reduced entry after 6 PM
Stuttgart Card provides discounts for multiple attractions
Most museums have free audio guides in multiple languages
First Thursday of each month often has extended evening hours

mycitytravelguide.com
Stuttgart Travel Guide · Germany



Parks & Gardens

Stuttgart's extensive green spaces provide peaceful retreats, from manicured royal gardens to contemporary urban parks
perfect for relaxation and outdoor activities.

Schlosspark (Palace Garden) Must See

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A sprawling 29-hectare royal garden connecting Altes Schloss and Neues Schloss, featuring ornamental lawns, tree-lined avenues, and
scenic waterways. Perfect for leisurely strolls, picnics, and people-watching. The park transforms beautifully with seasonal flowers and
hosts cultural events throughout the year.

Wilhelma Botanical Garden Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

One of the most visited botanical gardens in Germany, featuring over 12,000 plant species from tropical, subtropical, and temperate
regions. The stunning combination of 19th-century architecture, exotic greenhouses, and outdoor gardens creates an enchanting
atmosphere for nature lovers and photographers.

Rosensteinpark Top Pick

1-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A beautiful 65-hectare park featuring diverse landscapes including meadows, forests, and water features. Home to the Wilhelma
gardens and easily accessible from downtown, it's ideal for hiking, cycling, and nature photography. The park showcases native and
international plant species in various themed sections.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Spring (April-May) offers beautiful flowering seasons
Bring a picnic blanket for relaxing in Schlosspark
Cycling paths throughout all parks are well-maintained
Many parks have excellent public restroom facilities
Summer concerts and performances held in open-air venues
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Religious Sites

Stuttgart's religious architecture reflects centuries of faith and craftsmanship, featuring magnificent churches and
cathedrals that showcase Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque design.

Collegiate Church (Stiftskirche) Must See

30-45 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A stunning late-Gothic church dominating Marktkplatz, dating back to the 15th century. The church features intricate stone carvings,
soaring vaults, and beautiful stained glass windows. As the primary Protestant church of Stuttgart, it remains an architectural
masterpiece and active center of worship with regular organ concerts.

Catholic Cathedral (Wilhelma Church) Top Pick

30-45 minutes No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A magnificent neo-Renaissance cathedral built in the 1880s, featuring impressive domed architecture and ornate interior decoration.
The cathedral showcases elaborate stone work, colorful frescoes, and beautiful stained glass. It serves as the seat of the Bishop and
remains an active place of worship with regular services and concerts.

Tips for Religious Sites

Organ concerts at Stiftskirche are popular; check schedule in advance
Most churches welcome respectful visitors during non-service hours
Photography may be restricted during services
Modest dress recommended when visiting active places of worship
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Tours & Activities

Experience Stuttgart through guided tours, interactive activities, and unique experiences that reveal the city's culture,
architecture, and automotive heritage.

Automotive Factory Tours Must See  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Visit the production facilities of world-renowned automotive manufacturers including Porsche and Daimler-Benz. Guided factory tours
showcase cutting-edge manufacturing technology, assembly lines, and quality control processes. These immersive experiences reveal
the innovation behind luxury vehicle production and engineering excellence.

City Walking Tours Top Pick  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Professional guides lead visitors through Stuttgart's historic center, highlighting architectural landmarks, cultural sites, and hidden
gems. Tours cover topics including Renaissance history, Art Nouveau design, and contemporary urban development. Various routes
accommodate different interests and fitness levels, from leisurely strolls to comprehensive explorations.

Pub & Food Tours Top Pick  Book Ahead

3-4 hours Book Ahead

Culinary walking tours introduce visitors to Stuttgart's gastronomic traditions, stopping at traditional taverns and restaurants. Sample
Swabian specialties like Maultaschen and Spätzle while learning about local food culture, wine production, and dining customs. Perfect
for food enthusiasts wanting authentic local experiences.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book factory tours well in advance; popular slots fill quickly
Walking tours available in multiple languages
Most tour companies offer discounts for groups
Evening pub tours are popular during summer months
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Day Trips & Excursions

Excellent public transportation connects Stuttgart to numerous nearby attractions including picturesque towns, vineyards,
and natural attractions within an hour's journey.

Tübingen Must See

4-6 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A charming medieval university town 40 kilometers south of Stuttgart, featuring half-timbered houses, narrow winding streets, and the
scenic Neckar River. Punting on the river is a popular activity. The town's romantic atmosphere, historic market square, and vibrant
student culture make it an ideal day trip destination.

Ludwigsburg Palace Must See

4-5 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Located 12 kilometers north, this stunning Baroque palace rivals Versailles in scale and grandeur. The extensive gardens, ornate
apartments, and museum exhibits showcase royal history and artistic heritage. The palace hosts numerous cultural events and
festivals throughout the year, making it a dynamic destination beyond simple sightseeing.

Metzingen Outlet Shops Top Pick

3-4 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A textile and fashion outlet center 25 kilometers south, famous for designer brand discounts. Hugo Boss, Adidas, Puma, and numerous
international brands offer substantial savings. Popular with both tourists and locals, the village atmosphere adds charm to a shopping
excursion.

Swabian Vineyards (Remstal) Top Pick

5-7 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

The scenic Remstal wine region east of Stuttgart produces excellent white wines, particularly Riesling and Kerner varieties. Visit
family-run wineries, enjoy wine tastings, and cycle through picturesque vineyard landscapes. Spring and autumn offer particularly
beautiful scenery, with harvest season providing festive atmospheres.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Regional trains from Stuttgart connect to all day trip destinations
Stuttgart Card includes local transportation for day trips
Book vineyard tours in advance during harvest season
Tübingen is best visited mid-week to avoid crowds
Public transportation is efficient and affordable for regional travel
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Squares & Streets

Stuttgart's vibrant public squares and shopping streets form the heart of the city, offering culture, commerce, and
authentic urban atmosphere.

Marktplatz (Market Square) Must See

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

The historic heart of Stuttgart, surrounded by the Collegiate Church and elegant Renaissance and Baroque buildings. The cobblestone
square hosts markets, cultural events, and outdoor dining. Locals gather here for shopping, socializing, and enjoying the energetic
atmosphere that defines Stuttgart's city center.

Königstraße Top Pick

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

One of Germany's longest and most famous shopping streets, stretching from Stuttgart Central Station to the city center. Lined with
international brands, department stores, and restaurants, it's a prime destination for shopping and dining. The street exemplifies
modern urban design with wide pedestrian areas and quality architecture.

Theodor-Heuss-Strasse Top Pick

1-2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A charming shopping street in the Mitte district featuring independent boutiques, galleries, cafés, and restaurants. More intimate than
Königstraße, it showcases local fashion designers, art galleries, and unique specialty shops. The street embodies Stuttgart's creative
spirit and cultural diversity.

Tips for Squares & Streets

Marktplatz farmers market operates Tuesday through Saturday mornings
Königstraße can be very crowded on weekends
Theodor-Heuss-Strasse is quieter and better for browsing local designers
Many shops close on Sundays; plan accordingly
Street cafés offer excellent people-watching opportunities

Practical Information

Best Time to Visit

Spring (April-May): Pleasant weather with average temperatures of 12-18°C. Flowers bloom throughout the city and
botanical gardens. Perfect for outdoor activities without summer crowds.

Summer (June-August): Warm temperatures (18-25°C) ideal for sightseeing. Open-air concerts, festivals, and events fill
the calendar. Popular season with more tourists and higher prices.

Autumn (September-October):  Mild weather with beautiful fall colors. Wine harvest season in nearby vineyards. Fewer
crowds than summer while maintaining pleasant conditions.
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Winter (November-March): Cold temperatures (0-8°C) with occasional snow. Christmas markets operate November-
December. Museums and indoor attractions are ideal during this season. Off-season rates apply to accommodations.

Peak Season: June-August and December; expect crowds and higher prices. Best Value: April-May and September-
October offer excellent weather with fewer visitors.

Transportation

Airport Access: Stuttgart International Airport (STR) is 13 kilometers south. S-Bahn S2/S3 trains connect directly to
downtown (20-30 minutes, €4.50). Taxis and rental cars available at airport exits.

Public Transport: Efficient integrated network of U-Bahn (subway), S-Bahn (commuter rail), trams, and buses operated
by SSB. Day pass €5.50-8.50 depending on zones. Stuttgart Card includes unlimited public transport plus museum
discounts.

U-Bahn & Trams: Frequency every 10-15 minutes during day hours. Night service available on weekends. Electronic
tickets purchased at machines with English interface.

Cycling: Stuttgart has extensive dedicated bike lanes. Bike rentals available throughout city at €10-15/day. Flat
downtown ideal for easy cycling.

Taxis: Plentiful throughout city center. Base fare €2.50, approximately €1.75/km. Uber available but slightly more
expensive than traditional taxis.

Car Rental: Multiple agencies at airport and downtown. Expect €35-60/day. Parking in city center €2-4/hour; many hotels
offer parking.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Stuttgart Airport (STR) to city center:

S-Bahn (S2/S3): Direct service to Stuttgart Hauptbahnhof in about 27 minutes, single ticket around €3.60
Taxi: Metered ride to city center takes 20-25 minutes and costs roughly €35-45
Private transfer: Pre-booked car or shuttle to your hotel in about 20-30 minutes, typically €50-70

Shopping

Shopping Districts: Königstraße features international brands and department stores. Theodor-Heuss-Strasse offers
independent boutiques and local designers. Markthalle for food, produce, and regional products.

Designer Outlets: Metzingen, 25km south, features Hugo Boss, Adidas, Puma, and other brands at 30-60% discounts.
Day trip destination accessible by train.

Local Specialties: Purchase Swäbian wines (Riesling, Kerner) from local wineries. Local honey, jams, and specialty foods
available at Markthalle. Design items reflecting Stuttgart's car culture and modern art scene.

Shopping Hours: Most shops open 9 AM-7 PM Monday-Saturday. Many close on Sundays (except some shopping malls).
Grocery stores have extended evening hours until 10 PM.

Department Stores: Kaufhof and Karstadt on Königstraße offer full range of goods. Larger branches have restaurants
and services.

Markets: Markthalle open Tuesday-Saturday 7 AM-8 PM. Weekly outdoor markets in various neighborhoods. Farmers
market at Markthalle every Tuesday-Saturday morning.

Tax Refunds: VAT of 19% refundable for purchases over €50 to non-EU residents. Request tax-free forms at checkout
and refund at airport.
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Festivals & Events

April: Frühlingsfest (Spring Festival) – beer festival with food and rides lasting 2-3 weeks.

May: Internationales Musikfestival (International Music Festival) – classical and contemporary performances across
multiple venues.

July-August: Open-air concerts and theater performances in Schlosspark and other venues throughout summer.

August: Wilhelma Summer Nights – evening concerts and cultural performances in botanical gardens.

September: Cannstatter Volksfest – Stuttgart's largest festival with beer tents, food, carnival rides, and parades (over 2
weeks).

November: Weihnachtsmarkt (Christmas Market) begins in Marktplatz and spreads throughout downtown. Runs through
December 23rd with traditional crafts, food, and decorations.

December: New Year celebrations and concerts. Shopping sales begin mid-December.

Year-Round: Regular exhibitions and performances at Staatstheater (state opera and ballet) and concert halls
throughout the city.

Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1 - Historic Stuttgart: Start at Marktplatz, visit Stiftskirche, explore Altes Schloss and museum. Lunch at
Markthalle. Afternoon in Schlosspark and Neues Schloss. Evening shopping on Königstraße.

Day 2 - Automotive Culture:  Morning at Mercedes-Benz Museum (pre-book). Lunch in Mitte district. Afternoon at
Porsche Museum. Early dinner at traditional Swabian restaurant.

Day 3 - Nature & Relaxation:  Morning in Wilhelma Botanical Garden. Lunch at garden café. Afternoon cycling through
Rosensteinpark. Evening in Theodor-Heuss-Strasse boutiques and cafés.

Day 4 - Art & Culture: Morning at Staatsgalerie museum. Lunch near Schlossplatz. Afternoon exploring local galleries
and design shops in Mitte. Evening concert or theater performance at Staatstheater or concert hall.

Day 5 - Day Trip: Train to Tübingen or Ludwigsburg Palace. Full day exploring historic town or palace gardens. Evening
return to Stuttgart for dinner. Alternative: wine region tour in Remstal with vineyard visit and wine tasting.

Photography Locations

Marktplatz at Golden Hour: Best during sunset (6-8 PM depending on season) for soft lighting on historic buildings.
Collegiate Church façade beautifully illuminated. Avoid midday harsh shadows on cobblestone square.

Neues Schloss & Schlosspark:  Front palace view optimal in late afternoon when shadows create architectural depth.
Golden hour photography captures baroque façade beautifully. Park reflections best early morning with mist.

Wilhelma Gardens: Tropical greenhouses offer vibrant color photography year-round. Best light 10 AM-2 PM.
Architectural details dramatic with early morning or late afternoon side-lighting.

Königstraße Evening: Neon and shop lighting create dynamic urban photography after dark (7-10 PM). Crowds add
energy to street scenes. Clear skies essential for evening shots.

Altes Schloss Courtyard: Historic archways and Renaissance architecture best photographed in morning (7-10 AM)
when shadows enhance architectural details. Fewer tourists during early hours.
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Theodor-Heuss-Strasse Cafés:  Outdoor seating and local atmosphere perfect for street photography. Evening hours (5-
8 PM) capture warm light and busy café scenes with locals.

Rosensteinpark Viewpoints:  Wide-angle landscape photography of cityscape from elevated positions. Golden hour
essential for color saturation. Early morning offers misty atmospheric conditions.

Electricity & Power

Voltage: Germany uses 230V, 50Hz AC current. All outlets deliver 220-240V.

Plug Types: German standard plug is Type F (Schuko) – two round 4.8mm pins in hexagonal pattern. Type E (also
common) has two round pins and female ground receptacle.

Adapter Requirements: Visitors from UK, US, Australia, and most other countries require adapters. Universal adapters
available at airport shops, electronics stores, and hotels (€3-8).

USB Charging: Many hotels provide USB charging ports in rooms and common areas. Some cafés and restaurants have
USB charging for customers. Power banks recommended for long sightseeing days.

Converter Concerns: Modern electronics (phones, laptops) have universal voltage support – check 'INPUT 100-240V'
label. Older electric appliances (hair dryers) may need step-down converters. Hotels typically provide converters; ask
reception.

Power Safety: German outlets have safety shutters – plugs must be properly seated. Faulty wiring extremely rare. Surge
protectors recommended for valuable electronics.

Food & Cuisine

Swabian Specialties: Maultaschen (German ravioli with meat filling served in broth or fried), Spätzle (egg noodles with
crispy edges), Flädlesuppe (pancake soup), and Laugenbrezel (soft pretzel with mustard).

Must-Try Dishes: Leber Spötzle (liver and noodles), Kräutersuppe (herb soup), Brezel mit Laugenbrezel (pretzel
variations), Schwäbische Maultaschen with Linsen und Spätzle (lentil side dish).

Wine Culture: Stuttgart region produces excellent Riesling and Kerner white wines. Wine taverns ('Weinstube') serve
traditional food paired with local wines. Visit Markthalle for wine selections and tastings.

Dining Customs: Lunch typically 12-2 PM (Mittagessen). Dinner starts 6-7 PM. Tipping 5-10% is customary but not
required. Service charge usually included in bill.

Casual Dining: Traditional beer halls and Weinstuben offer authentic atmosphere and reasonable prices (€10-18 mains).
Market halls provide casual food stalls with regional specialties.

Fine Dining: Multiple Michelin-starred restaurants throughout Stuttgart. Vegetarian and vegan options increasingly
available. International cuisine concentrated along Königstraße and Theodor-Heuss-Strasse.

Breakfast Culture: German breakfast (Frühstück) features bread, cold cuts, cheeses, jams, and coffee. Bakeries open
early (6-7 AM) with fresh pastries. Hotel breakfasts typically included in rates.
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Tourist Passes

Stuttgart Card

Comprehensive pass including unlimited public transportation within zones and substantial discounts at major attractions
including Mercedes-Benz Museum, Porsche Museum, and Wilhelma. Available for 1, 2, or 3 consecutive days. Child
versions available at reduced rates. Usually saves €15-25 with museum-heavy itineraries.

www.stuttgart-tourism.de

Einzelticket (Single Ticket)

Pay-per-ride public transportation tickets priced by distance (€2.10-4.50 for single journeys). Most economical for
occasional rides. Available at ticket machines, ticket offices, and through MobilityHub app. Purchased before boarding or
risk €60 fine if caught without ticket.

www.ssb-baden-wuerttemberg.de

Tageskarte (Day Pass)

All-day unlimited public transportation pass covering all zones. Costs €8.50 (single) or €12.50 (group). Valid from purchase
time until midnight. Excellent value for tourists with multiple destinations. Prevents need to calculate individual ticket
costs.

www.ssb-baden-wuerttemberg.de

Museum Passes

Individual attraction passes available for major museums. Mercedes-Benz Museum €9 entry requires online booking.
Porsche Museum €10. Württemberg State Museum €8. Stuttgart Card often better value for multiple museum visits. Some
museums free on specific evenings; check websites.

www.stuttgart-tourism.de
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