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Things to do in Budapest

Landmarks & Monuments

Budapest's skyline is defined by its magnificent landmarks that tell the story of a city shaped by emperors, revolutions,
and resilience. These iconic structures represent the architectural glory of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and beyond.

F = Must See Book Ahead
Hungarian Parliament Building

45-60 minutes Book Ahead

The crown jewel of Budapest, this Neo-Gothic masterpiece dominates the Pest riverbank with its 96-meter-high dome and 691
ornate rooms. Completed in 1904, it's one of Europe's oldest legislative buildings and houses the Hungarian Crown Jewels. The
symmetrical facade features 88 statues of Hungarian rulers, while the interior dazzles with gold leaf, frescoes, and intricate stonework.
Guided tours take visitors through the stunning main staircase, the Dome Hall where St. Stephen's Crown is displayed, and the
opulent Congress Hall with its cigar-shaped seating arrangement.

Must See
Buda Castle (Royal Palace)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Perched atop Castle Hill, this UNESCO World Heritage Site has been the residence of Hungarian kings since the 13th century. The
current Baroque palace was rebuilt after WWII and now houses the Hungarian National Gallery and the Budapest History Museum. The
complex offers spectacular panoramic views of the Danube and Pest. Explore the medieval foundations, the ornate Habsburg Stairway,
and the magnificent palace gardens. The changing of the guard ceremony takes place at the main gate. Don't miss the stunning
Castle District surrounding the palace with its cobblestone streets and medieval atmosphere.

Must See
Fisherman's Bastion

45 minutes No Booking Needed

This fairytale-like neo-Romanesque terrace was built between 1895-1902 as a decorative viewing platform. Its seven white stone
towers represent the seven Magyar tribes that founded Hungary. The name honors the Guild of Fishermen responsible for defending
this stretch of castle walls in medieval times. The terrace provides the most photogenic views of the Parliament Building across the
Danube. The surrounding area includes charming cafés and the statue of King Stephen | on horseback. While the lower levels are free,
the upper towers require a small fee but offer even more spectacular vistas, especially at sunset.
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Top Pick
Chain Bridge (Széchenyi Lanchid)

20-30 minutes No Booking Needed

Completed in 1849, this was the first permanent bridge connecting Buda and Pest, effectively unifying the two cities. Designed by
English engineer William Tierney Clark, the suspension bridge is guarded by massive stone lions at each end. At 375 meters long, it
became a symbol of Hungarian independence and progress. The bridge was completely destroyed during WWII but meticulously
reconstructed by 1949. llluminated at night, it creates one of Budapest's most romantic scenes. Walk across for magnificent views of
the Castle District and Parliament. Legend says the sculptor forgot to give the lions tongues, leading him to jump into the Danube in
despair.

Top Pick
Heroes' Square
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

This monumental plaza was created in 1896 to commemorate the 1000th anniversary of the Hungarian conquest. The central
Millennium Monument features the Archangel Gabriel atop a 36-meter column, with statues of the seven chieftains who founded
Hungary at the base. Two curved colonnades display statues of Hungary's most important historical figures and kings. The square is
flanked by the Museum of Fine Arts and the Hall of Art. It's the symbolic entrance to City Park and a popular gathering place for events
and celebrations. The square was a key location during the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.

Top Pick
Citadella and Liberty Statue
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Built by the Habsburgs in 1851 atop Gellért Hill, this fortress was meant to intimidate the city after the failed 1848 revolution. Today
it offers the best 360-degree panoramic views of Budapest. The iconic Liberty Statue, a 14-meter bronze woman holding a palm leaf,
was erected in 1947 to commemorate Soviet liberation. The hill reaches 235 meters and can be accessed by hiking trails or bus. The
Citadella complex includes remnants of WWII bunkers and artillery positions. Visit at sunset or after dark when the city lights create
a spectacular vista. The surrounding area features caves and the Gellért Monument.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o Photography: Visit Parliament at blue hour (just after sunset) for the best photos with illumination

e Timing: Start at Buda Castle in the morning, then walk to Fisherman's Bastion before crossing Chain Bridge to Pest
e Tickets: Book Parliament tours online in advance - they sell out quickly, especially in summer

e Views: Climb Citadella in late afternoon to watch sunset over the city

e Walking: The walk from Chain Bridge up to Castle Hill is steep - consider taking the funicular railway
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Museums & Galleries

Budapest's museums house extraordinary collections spanning from ancient Roman artifacts to contemporary art. The
city's cultural institutions preserve Hungarian heritage while showcasing international masterpieces in stunning
architectural settings.

Must See
House of Terror Museum
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Terver Haza

HOUSE DF TERRDR

This powerful museum occupies the former headquarters of the Nazi Arrow Cross Party and later the communist secret police

(AVH). The building's facade features a striking metal canopy that casts the word 'TERROR' in shadow. Inside, three floors document
the horrors of both fascist and communist regimes in Hungary through multimedia exhibits, personal testimonies, and reconstructed
torture chambers in the basement. The exhibition covers the 1944 German occupation, the 1956 revolution, and life behind the Iron
Curtain. The visceral displays include a Soviet tank, propaganda posters, and the Hall of Tears memorial. Emotionally intense but

essential for understanding 20th-century Hungarian history.

Top Pick
Hungarian National Museum
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Founded in 1802, this is Hungary's oldest public museum and the birthplace of the 1848 Revolution when Sandor Petdfi recited his
National Song on its steps. The neoclassical building houses over one million artifacts chronicling Hungarian history from prehistoric
times to the fall of communism. Highlights include the coronation mantle of St. Stephen from 1031, medieval weapons, Ottoman-era
artifacts, and the reconstructed throne room. The permanent exhibition 'Hungarian History from the Foundation of the State to 1990'
provides comprehensive context for understanding modern Hungary. The building itself is architecturally significant with its grand
columned entrance and beautiful interior dome.

Top Pick
Museum of Fine Arts
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Located on Heroes' Square, this museum houses Hungary's most important collection of international art with over 100,000 works.
The collection spans ancient Egyptian artifacts to 20th-century masterpieces. Highlights include one of the world's finest collections of
Spanish Old Masters with works by El Greco, Veldzquez, and Goya. The Italian Renaissance gallery features works by Raphael and
Titian. There are also significant French Impressionist works, German and Dutch Old Masters, and a vast graphic arts collection. The
building underwent major renovation and reopened in 2018 with improved galleries and modern facilities. Special exhibitions regularly
feature international touring shows.
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Top Pick Book Ahead
Hospital in the Rock Nuclear Bunker Museum
1 hour Book Ahead

This fascinating underground museum beneath Castle Hill reveals a secret hospital and nuclear bunker from WWII and the Cold War.
Originally a natural cave system, it was converted into an emergency hospital during the 1944 Siege of Budapest, treating thousands
of wounded soldiers and civilians. During the 1956 Revolution, it again served as a medical facility. In the Cold War era, it was
upgraded as a nuclear bunker capable of protecting 300 people. The guided tour takes visitors through authentic operating rooms with
vintage equipment, decontamination chambers, and Cold War-era facilities. Wax figures and audio effects create an immersive,
sometimes eerie experience. Advance booking required.

Notable
Hungarian National Gallery
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Occupying most of Buda Castle, this is the largest public collection of Hungarian art from medieval times to contemporary works.
The museum showcases the development of Hungarian fine arts across four buildings within the palace complex. Medieval and
Renaissance stone carvings and altarpieces occupy the Gothic halls. The 19th-century collection features Romantic and Realist
paintings documenting Hungarian history. The crown jewel is the extensive collection of Hungarian Impressionist and Art Nouveau
works. Don't miss the stunning Baroque-era frescoes and the 20th-century avant-garde section. The building itself offers spectacular
views from its terraces and courtyards.

Notable
Ludwig Museum (Museum of Contemporary Art)
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Hungary's premier contemporary art museum located in the Palace of Arts in the modern Millennium City Center. Named after
German collectors Peter and Irene Ludwig, the museum houses one of Central Europe's most important collections of international and
Hungarian contemporary art from 1960 onwards. The collection includes Pop Art, Photorealism, Hyperrealism, and works by Andy
Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, and Pablo Picasso. The Hungarian collection features avant-garde and conceptual works that flourished
despite communist censorship. Rotating exhibitions showcase emerging artists and international trends. The museum also hosts film
screenings, lectures, and performances in its modern, purpose-built space.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

¢ Museum Pass: Consider the Budapest Card for free entry to many museums and public transport

e Free Days: Some museums offer free admission on national holidays - check individual websites

¢ Crowds: Visit House of Terror early in the day or late afternoon to avoid tour groups

e Audio Guides: Most major museums offer English audio guides - highly recommended for context

¢ Underground Museum: Hospital in the Rock requires advance booking and is not suitable for claustrophobic
visitors
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Religious Sites

Budapest's sacred architecture reflects centuries of religious devotion and architectural evolution. From Gothic cathedrals
to Orthodox synagogues, these spiritual landmarks showcase the city's diverse religious heritage and artistic mastery.

Must See
St. Stephen's Basilica

1 hour No Booking Needed

Budapest's largest Catholic church and co-tallest building (96 meters, matching the Parliament), this Neo-Renaissance masterpiece
took 54 years to complete (1851-1905). Named after Stephen I, Hungary's first king, the basilica can accommodate 8,500 worshippers.
The interior dazzles with marble columns, gold leaf, mosaics, and stunning frescoes by Kéroly Lotz. The main treasure is the
mummified right hand of St. Stephen (the Holy Right), displayed in a jeweled reliquary. Climb 364 steps (or take the elevator partway)
to the panoramic dome observation deck for spectacular 360-degree city views. Free organ concerts are held regularly on
Mondays. The square in front hosts seasonal markets and events.

Must See
Matthias Church

45 minutes No Booking Needed

This Neo-Gothic gem on Castle Hill is Budapest's most iconic church with its distinctive diamond-patterned roof tiles. Founded in
1015, it has witnessed numerous coronations, royal weddings, and historic events. The current structure dates mainly from the 19th-
century restoration by architect Frigyes Schulek. The interior features extraordinary Zsolnay ceramic decorations, frescoes by Karoly
Lotz, and beautiful stained glass windows. King Matthias Corvinus married here twice in the 15th century, giving the church its name.
During Ottoman occupation, it served as a mosque. The attached Holy Trinity Chapel contains medieval stone carvings. The church
museum displays religious artifacts and the coronation replica of the Hungarian crown.

Must See
Great Synagogue (Dohany Street Synagogue)
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

The largest synagogue in Europe and second-largest in the world, this Moorish Revival masterpiece was completed in 1859. The
twin onion domes and ornate facade reflect Byzantine, Romantic, and Moorish architectural elements. The interior seats 3,000
worshippers beneath a stunning painted ceiling and features an organ once played by Franz Liszt. The complex includes the Jewish
Museum documenting Hungarian Jewish history, the Heroes' Temple memorial, and the moving Raoul Wallenberg Holocaust
Memorial Park with the Tree of Life sculpture. This metal weeping willow bears the names of 400,000 Hungarian Holocaust victims.
Theodor Herzl, founder of modern Zionism, was born on this site. Guided tours highly recommended.
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Notable
Cave Church (Gellért Hill Chapel)

30 minutes No Booking Needed

This unique chapel carved into natural caves on the side of Gellért Hill was established by Pauline monks in 1926. The stark,
atmospheric interior features simple stone carvings, religious relics, and a replica of the Black Madonna of Czestochowa. The monks
were expelled when communists sealed the cave in 1951, imprisoning the superior in the process. It remained closed for 40 years,
reopening in 1992 after the fall of communism. The monastery complex includes cloisters and cells built into the rock face. Masses are

held daily, and the site has become an important pilgrimage destination. The location offers excellent views across the Danube,
positioned directly above the Gellért Thermal Bath.

Tips for Religious Sites

Dress Code: Modest attire required for all religious sites - shoulders and knees covered

Great Synagogue: Security screening required; bring passport or ID for entry

Concert Schedule: Check St. Stephen's Basilica website for free organ concerts (usually Mondays at 8pm)
Combined Tickets: Save money with combo tickets for Matthias Church and Fisherman's Bastion upper level
Photography: Flash photography generally not permitted inside churches during services
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Thermal Baths & Wellness

Budapest is the world's only capital city with healing thermal springs, earning it the title 'City of Spas'. Over 100 springs
supply the city's historic bathhouses, where bathing culture dates back 2,000 years to Roman times and flourished during
Ottoman occupation.

Must See
Széchenyi Thermal Bath
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Europe's largest thermal bath complex, this Neo-Baroque palace in City Park opened in 1913. Fed by two thermal springs reaching
77°C (170°F), it features 18 pools including 3 grand outdoor pools that remain open year-round, creating a surreal experience of
steaming waters in winter snow. The yellow palatial building houses indoor thermal pools, saunas, steam rooms, and medicinal
treatment facilities. The mineral-rich waters are known for helping joint problems and circulation. The outdoor pools are social hubs
where locals play chess on floating boards. Partiers flock to weekend sparty (spa party) events with DJs and light shows. Weekday
mornings offer a more authentic, local atmosphere.

Must See
Gellért Thermal Bath
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

VRELLLE
S

Built between 1912-1918, this is Budapest's most architecturally stunning bath in Art Nouveau style. Attached to the famous
Gellért Hotel at the foot of Gellért Hill, it features magnificent columns, colorful Zsolnay majolica tiles, sculptures, and stained glass
windows. The complex includes thermal pools, a swimming pool, a wave pool (one of the first in Europe), saunas, and outdoor
terraces. The healing waters, at 40°C (104°F), are rich in calcium, magnesium, and fluoride. The bath appears in numerous films and
remains a favorite with tourists for its ornate beauty. The rooftop sun terrace offers stunning views. More upscale and formal than
Széchenyi, making it ideal for a luxurious spa experience.

Top Pick
Rudas Thermal Bath
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

This authentic Ottoman bath from 1550 preserves its original Turkish architecture beneath a 10-meter diameter cupola with colored
glass skylights creating atmospheric light effects. The octagonal main pool and smaller thermal pools maintain their 16th-century
character. In 2006, a modern wellness wing was added with a rooftop pool offering spectacular panoramic views of the Danube and
bridges, especially beautiful at night when illuminated. The bath has mixed days and women-only/men-only days (check schedule).
Friday and Saturday nights feature extended hours until midnight with atmospheric underwater lighting. The 42°C (108°F) waters are
known for their healing properties. Traditional massage treatments available.

Notable
Lukacs Thermal Bath

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A more local, authentic experience favored by Budapest residents, this bath dates to the 12th century with the current structure
from the Ottoman period. The complex features indoor thermal pools, outdoor swimming pools, and a unique mudpack treatment
facility. The walls are covered with marble plaques thanking the healing waters for cures dating back over a century. With fewer
tourists than other baths, Lukdcs maintains a genuine neighborhood atmosphere where regulars gather to socialize. The waters, at 22-
40°C (72-104°F), are particularly rich in calcium, magnesium, and hydrogen-carbonate. The facility includes modern amenities while
preserving historic character. Popular with the younger, artsy crowd for its relaxed vibe and weekend events.

Tips for Thermal Baths & Wellness
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« What to Bring: Swimsuit, flip-flops, towel (rentals available), and refillable water bottle

e Locker System: Electronic wristbands secure your locker; keep it on at all times

e Timing: Visit weekday mornings for fewer crowds; avoid weekends in summer

e Time Limit: Recommended maximum time in thermal water is 20-30 minutes; alternate with cooler pools
e« Booking: Buy tickets online in advance for better prices and skip queues

o Etiquette: Shower before entering pools; swimming caps required in lap pools

o Night Bathing: Try Rudas on Friday/Saturday nights for a magical illuminated experience
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Parks & Gardens

Budapest offers verdant escapes within the urban landscape, from the expansive City Park to romantic garden islands.
These green spaces provide recreation, culture, and natural beauty alongside the Danube's banks.

Top Pick
City Park (Varosliget)
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Budapest's largest and most popular park covers 302 acres next to Heroes' Square. Created for the 1896 Millennium celebrations, it's
a cultural and recreational hub containing numerous attractions. The park features the fairytale Vajdahunyad Castle showcasing
various Hungarian architectural styles, the Széchenyi Thermal Bath, a large boating lake that becomes an ice-skating rink in winter,
and the Budapest Zoo. Wide promenades, tree-lined paths, gardens, and meadows make it perfect for jogging, cycling, or picnicking.
The park hosts festivals, concerts, and events year-round. Recent renovations have restored historical features while adding modern
playgrounds and facilities. Home to several museums and the Millennium Monument.

Top Pick
Margaret Island
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

This 2.5km-long tranquil island in the middle of the Danube is a car-free oasis perfect for escaping urban bustle. Accessible by
Margaret Bridge, the island features beautiful landscaped gardens, a medieval Dominican convent ruins, a musical fountain with
choreographed water shows, and the historic water tower offering panoramic views. Rent bicycles or pedal-powered 'bringéhinté' carts
to explore the circular path. The island contains the Palatinus Strand outdoor bath complex with thermal pools, the open-air Hajés
Alfréd swimming pool, and a small petting zoo. Medieval roses bloom in the rose garden, and ancient trees provide shade. Popular for
jogging, the 5.3km perimeter track is marked with distance markers. Perfect for sunset walks.

Top Pick
Gellért Hill
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Rising 235 meters above the Danube, this UNESCO World Heritage Site offers the best panoramic views of Budapest. Named after
Bishop Gellért who was martyred here in 1046, the hill is a nature reserve covered with walking trails through forests and rocky
outcrops. At the summit stands the Citadella fortress and the iconic Liberty Statue. The southern slopes feature the Cave Church and
Gellért Thermal Bath at the base. Natural springs emerge throughout the hill, feeding the famous baths below. The Philosophers'
Garden on the eastern side displays statues of great religious thinkers. Multiple hiking paths lead to various viewpoints. Visit at
sunset or evening when the city lights illuminate below. The climb takes 20-30 minutes from the Danube embankment.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Cycling: Rent bikes on Margaret Island for easy exploration - bike rental stations at both bridges
¢ Ice Skating: City Park's lake becomes Europe's largest outdoor ice rink November-February

¢ Summer: Bring picnic supplies for Margaret Island; limited food vendors available

o Gellért Hill: Wear comfortable shoes for hiking; paths can be steep and uneven

e Best Views: Climb Gellért Hill 1-2 hours before sunset for golden hour photography
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Budapest's districts each possess distinct personalities, from the hipster bars of the Jewish Quarter to the elegant
boulevards of downtown Pest and the historic charm of the Castle District. Exploring these neighborhoods reveals the
city's diverse character.

Must See
Jewish Quarter (District VII)
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Budapest's most dynamic neighborhood, the Jewish Quarter has transformed from a historic ghetto into the city's trendiest district.
Centered around Dohény Street and Kazinczy Street, it's famous for ruin bars - bars built in abandoned buildings and courtyards
decorated with mismatched furniture and street art. Szimpla Kert, the original ruin bar, started this phenomenon. The area maintains
its Jewish heritage with synagogues, kosher restaurants, and memorials. By day, explore vintage shops, street art, galleries, and cozy
cafés. By night, the district pulses with nightlife, live music venues, and eclectic bars. The Gozsdu Udvar courtyard complex connects
seven buildings with restaurants and bars. Authentic Jewish bakeries serve flédni and challah. Sunday mornings feature a farmers'
market in Szimpla.

Must See

Castle District (Varnegyed)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The medieval heart of Buda atop Castle Hill, this UNESCO World Heritage Site preserves cobblestone streets, Baroque townhouses,
and Gothic gateways. Beyond Buda Castle and Matthias Church, the district features charming streets like Tancsics Mihaly Street with
its medieval Jewish prayer house, and Uri Street lined with pastel-colored historical buildings. The area includes the Labyrinth - a cave
system used throughout history - the Mary Magdalene Tower ruins, and numerous small museums in historic houses. Artisan shops sell
traditional crafts, while wine cellars offer Hungarian wine tastings. The district's elevated position provides spectacular views at every
turn. Evening brings atmospheric lighting and fewer crowds. The compact area is best explored on foot, with hidden courtyards and
narrow passages rewarding curious wanderers.

Top Pick
Downtown Pest (District V)
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

The commercial and cultural heart of Budapest, District V stretches from the Danube to the Grand Boulevard. Elegant 19th-century
architecture lines boulevards like Andrassy Avenue (a UNESCO site) with luxury boutiques, theaters, and cafés. Véci Street, the main
pedestrian shopping street, attracts crowds but side streets offer more authentic experiences. The area includes Vérésmarty Square
with its famous Gerbeaud Café, the Great Market Hall, and countless restaurants. The riverfront Danube Promenade provides romantic
evening strolls with illuminated bridge views. Historic coffee houses like New York Café preserve Belle Epoque grandeur. The district
seamlessly blends historic grandeur with modern commerce, featuring international brands alongside traditional shops.
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Notable
Obuda (District 111)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The oldest part of Budapest, Obuda (Old Buda) was a Roman settlement called Aquincum 2,000 years ago. While much was
modernized with concrete apartment blocks, pockets preserve the historic village atmosphere. The main square, Fé tér, features
Baroque buildings, restaurants with traditional Hungarian cuisine, and the quirky 'Women with Umbrellas' sculpture. The Aquincum
Museum and Archaeological Park showcases extensive Roman ruins including an amphitheater, bath complexes, and reconstructed
buildings. The Vasarely Museum displays Op Art works. Small galleries and studios occupy old buildings. The district offers a quieter,

more residential perspective on Budapest with excellent local restaurants and wine bars away from tourist crowds. The HEV suburban
train provides easy access.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

o Ruin Bars: Start around 9pm; Szimpla Kert opens earlier and is family-friendly until evening

e Castle District: Take the funicular railway from Chain Bridge or bus #16 to avoid the steep climb
o Vaci Street: Tourist-oriented with inflated prices; explore parallel streets for better value

¢ Walking Tours: Free walking tours of the Jewish Quarter provide excellent historical context

¢ Evening: Castle District is magical after dark with fewer crowds and atmospheric lighting

mycitytravelguide.com
Budapest Travel Guide - Hungary




Squares & Streets

Budapest's grand squares and elegant boulevards reflect Austro-Hungarian imperial planning and modern urban vitality.

From shopping promenades to historic gathering places, these public spaces pulse with daily life.
Top Pick

Andrassy Avenue

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

This magnificent UNESCO World Heritage boulevard stretches 2.3km from the city center to City Park, lined with Neo-Renaissance
mansions, luxury boutiques, and cultural institutions. Completed in 1885, it was modeled on Paris's Champs-Elysées. The avenue
features the Hungarian State Opera House, the House of Terror Museum, several theaters, and elegant cafés. Beautiful plane trees
provide shade over wide sidewalks. Below runs Europe's second-oldest metro line (M1), also UNESCO-listed, with original 19th-century
stations. The architecture progresses from commercial buildings near downtown to palatial residences approaching Heroes' Square.
Window shopping reveals high-end fashion, antiques, and art galleries. The Coffee houses along the route offer perfect rest stops.
Walking the entire length takes about 30 minutes.

Top Pick
Danube Promenade (Dunakorzé)

45 minutes No Booking Needed

This romantic riverside walkway along the Pest side of the Danube offers stunning views of Buda Castle, Chain Bridge, and the
iluminated bridges. Stretching from Chain Bridge to Elizabeth Bridge, the promenade features benches, street lamps, and the
poignant Shoes on the Danube Bank memorial - 60 pairs of iron shoes honoring Jews shot here during WWII. The walkway is perfect for
sunset strolls when the castle and bridges are illuminated. River cruise boats depart from nearby piers. Historic buildings line the
opposite side, housing hotels and restaurants with terraces. Street musicians and artists add atmosphere. The promenade connects to
Vorosmarty Square and provides access to various bridges. Evening visits offer magical city views reflected in the water.

Notable
Vaci Street (Vaci utca)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Budapest's most famous pedestrian shopping street runs parallel to the Danube through downtown Pest. The northern section
near Vorésmarty Square features international brands, souvenir shops, restaurants, and ice cream parlors in beautiful 19th-century
buildings. While touristy, it's a must-see for first-time visitors. The southern portion beyond Ferenciek tere becomes more local with
traditional shops and fewer crowds. Street performers entertain throughout the day. The architecture includes Art Nouveau and
eclectic styles with ornate facades. Side streets branch off to local markets and authentic eateries. The area transforms in December
with the Christmas market. While convenient, prices tend to be higher than elsewhere; explore parallel streets for better value and
authentic local atmosphere.
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Notable
Vorosmarty Square
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

A1 e

This elegant pedestrian square in the heart of Pest is named after the 19th-century poet Mihaly Vorésmarty, whose statue stands at
the center. The square is dominated by the magnificent Gerbeaud Café, Budapest's most famous coffeehouse since 1858, serving
legendary cakes and pastries. Beautiful 19th-century buildings surround the plaza, which serves as the northern terminus of Vaci
Street. The square hosts Budapest's premier Christmas Market from mid-November through January, featuring handicrafts, mulled
wine, and traditional foods. In summer, outdoor café terraces fill with visitors. The Danube Promenade is just steps away. High-end
hotels and luxury shops occupy the surrounding area. A popular meeting point and starting place for city exploration.

Tips for Squares & Streets

Photos: Danube Promenade is best photographed from Buda side at sunset for iconic Parliament views
Metro: Take the historic M1 yellow metro under Andrassy Avenue - it's an attraction itself

Christmas Market: Vordsmarty Square market runs mid-November to early January - bring cash
Shopping: Vaci Street is convenient but overpriced; better shopping on Kiraly Street or Fashion Street
Memorial: The Shoes on the Danube Bank is deeply moving - allow quiet reflection time
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Tours & Activities

Experience Budapest through guided tours, cultural performances, and unique activities that bring the city's character to
life. From river cruises to food tours, these experiences provide deeper insight and memorable moments.

W vustsee  BookAnead

Danube River Evening Cruise
1-2 hours Book Ahead

An essential Budapest experience - seeing the illuminated cityscape from the water at night. Cruises typically last 60-90 minutes,
departing from Vigadd Square or near Parliament. The route passes under all major bridges while taking in the UNESCO World Heritage
panorama of both Buda and Pest banks. Parliament, Buda Castle, Fisherman's Bastion, Chain Bridge, and Gellért Hill are magnificently
illuminated. Most cruises offer complimentary drinks (often sparkling wine or beer) and audio guides in multiple languages. Premium
options include dinner cruises with live music or folklore shows. Evening cruises are especially popular, so book in advance. Sunset
cruises offer the magical transition from daylight to illumination. The best photo opportunities come from the open upper deck.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Hungarian State Opera House Tour & Performance

45 minutes tour / 2-3 hours performance Book Ahead

This Neo-Renaissance masterpiece from 1884 rivals the world's greatest opera houses in beauty and acoustics. Designed by Miklés
Ybl, the interior dazzles with gold leaf, frescoes, crystal chandeliers, and red velvet. The three-tier horseshoe auditorium seats 1,200.
Guided tours (40 minutes) run several times daily in English, showcasing the ornate royal staircase, VIP boxes, and auditorium, often
concluding with a mini opera or ballet performance. Tours must be booked in advance online. For the ultimate experience, attend an
evening opera or ballet performance - tickets range from affordable standing room to luxury box seats. The acoustics are
phenomenal, and dressing up adds to the experience. The building's facade on Andrassy Avenue is equally impressive with its
Renaissance revival architecture.

Top Pick
Great Market Hall Food Tour
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The Great Market Hall (Nagyvasarcsarnok) is Budapest's largest and most famous indoor market, built in 1897. The stunning Neo-
Gothic building features a colorful Zsolnay ceramic roof and iron structure. The ground floor offers fresh produce, meats, cheeses, and
Hungarian specialties like paprika, salami, and foie gras. Upstairs, food stalls serve traditional dishes like /dngos (fried dough),
goulash, and stuffed cabbage at affordable prices. Guided food tours provide context on Hungarian cuisine, ingredients, and cooking
traditions while sampling various products. Independent visitors can shop for souvenirs (paprika, palinka, embroidered items) or enjoy
authentic, budget-friendly meals at the upper level food court. The market atmosphere is vibrant and authentic. Visit morning for the
freshest selection when locals shop.
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Top Pick
Ruin Bar Crawl
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Explore Budapest's unique ruin bar culture - bars created in abandoned buildings, factories, and courtyards in the Jewish Quarter.
Starting with Szimpla Kert (the original ruin bar from 2002), these venues feature eclectic décor, mismatched furniture, street art, and
bohemian atmosphere. Guided pub crawls visit 3-5 different venues, each with distinct character - some feature live music, others DJs,
vintage cars as furniture, or fairy-light-filled gardens. Tours include welcome drinks and discounts at bars. The phenomenon represents
Budapest's creative repurposing of urban decay into vibrant nightlife. Each bar tells a story of transformation and artistic expression.
Independent exploration is also rewarding - start at Szimpla Kert around 9pm, then wander Kazinczy Street. Most bars open late
afternoon but peak after 10pm. Reserve tables in advance for groups.

Notable
Folklore Dinner & Show
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Experience traditional Hungarian folk culture through music, dance, and cuisine. Several venues offer dinner packages combining a
multi-course Hungarian meal with live performances by folk ensembles in traditional costumes. Shows feature csdrdas dancing, violin
virtuosos, and vibrant costumes representing different Hungarian regions. The music ranges from melancholic to wildly energetic.
Audience participation is often encouraged with dance lessons. Venues include the Danube Palace, Hungaria Koncert, and various
restaurants. While touristy, these shows preserve authentic folk traditions and provide entertaining cultural education. The four-
course dinners typically include goulash soup, traditional meats, strudel, and Hungarian wine. Programs last 2-3 hours. Book online
for better prices. Some venues offer show-only options without dinner.

Notable
Bike Tours

3-4 hours Book Ahead

Budapest is increasingly bike-friendly with dedicated lanes along the Danube and throughout the city. Guided bike tours (3-4 hours)
cover 15-20km, visiting major sights on both sides of the river while providing historical context. Routes typically include Parliament,
Jewish Quarter, City Park, Heroes' Square, Margaret Island, and Castle District. E-bike options make hills easier. Tours are limited to
small groups (10-15 people) for manageable pacing. Bikes, helmets, and sometimes snacks are included. The cycling perspective
offers a unique view of the city and covers more ground than walking tours. Evening tours feature illuminated landmarks. Some
operators offer themed tours focusing on communism, Jewish heritage, or food. Independent cycling is easy with bike rental shops and
the MOL Bubi bike-share system throughout the city.

Tips for Tours & Activities

¢ River Cruises: Book sunset cruises for the magical transition from day to illuminated night

o Opera Tickets: Standing room tickets under €5 offer excellent value; book performance tickets weeks in advance
¢« Market Timing: Visit Great Market Hall weekday mornings to avoid weekend crowds

e Ruin Bars: Don't just stick to Szimpla - explore Anker't, Mazel Tov, and Instant-Fogas for variety

o Free Tours: Tip-based walking tours are excellent introductions; tip guides 2000-3000 HUF per person

¢ Advance Booking: Most popular tours sell out in high season - book 3-7 days ahead
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Day Trips & Excursions

Beyond Budapest's borders lie charming towns, historic sites, and natural wonders perfect for day trips. From baroque

palaces to scenic river valleys, these destinations offer diverse experiences within 1-2 hours of the capital.
Top Pick

Szentendre

4-6 hours (half-day trip) No Booking Needed

This charming riverside town 20km north of Budapest feels like stepping into a Mediterranean village with its colorful baroque
buildings, cobblestone streets, and artist galleries. Once a Serbian settlement, the town features seven churches representing
different denominations. The well-preserved Main Square is surrounded by museums, including the Margit Kovdcs Ceramic Museum
and the Serbian Orthodox Museum. Over 100 galleries and studios sell Hungarian arts, crafts, and jewelry. The Open-Air Ethnographic
Museum (Skanzen) showcases traditional Hungarian village architecture and crafts. Riverside restaurants serve fresh fish and
Hungarian specialties. The town hosts craft fairs and cultural festivals. Easily reached by HEV suburban train (40 minutes) or boat in
summer (2 hours scenic cruise). Perfect half-day trip combining culture, shopping, and riverside relaxation.

Top Pick
Eger
8-10 hours (full-day trip) No Booking Needed

This baroque wine town 130km northeast of Budapest combines historic architecture, thermal baths, and wine culture. The town is
dominated by Eger Castle, famous for its heroic 1552 defense against Ottoman forces. The Valley of Beautiful Women (Szépasszony-
vOlgy) features dozens of wine cellars offering tastings of Eger's famous red Egri Bikavér (Bull's Blood) and white wines. The baroque
town center features Hungary's second-largest basilica, colorful buildings, and the unique minaret - the northernmost Ottoman
monument in Europe, which you can climb for views. Eger's thermal bath complex offers relaxation. Narrow streets lined with
restaurants serve local specialties. The journey takes 2 hours by train or bus. Full-day excursion recommended to explore castle, wine
cellars, and town. Guided tours available from Budapest.

Notable
Godollé Palace
4-5 hours (half-day trip) No Booking Needed

Hungary's largest baroque palace, located 30km east of Budapest, was the favorite residence of Empress Elisabeth (Sisi) of Austria-
Hungary. Built in the 18th century, the 480-room palace features lavishly decorated state apartments, a stunning baroque theater,
and extensive gardens. The Royal Apartments have been restored to their Habsburg-era glory with period furniture, paintings, and
personal effects. Special exhibitions focus on Franz Joseph and Elisabeth's life, including Sisi's private quarters and gymnasium. The
palace hosts classical concerts, equestrian shows, and seasonal events. The vast baroque gardens with fountains and sculptures are
perfect for strolling. Accessible via suburban train (HEV) in 40 minutes or organized tours. Audio guides provide detailed historical
context. The palace represents the grandeur of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy and offers insight into royal life.
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Notable
Visegrad
4-6 hours (half-day trip) No Booking Needed

This small town on the Danube Bend 40km north of Budapest offers spectacular river views and medieval ruins. The hilltop fortress
(350m elevation) provides panoramic vistas of the Danube's dramatic curve through the mountains. The Royal Palace ruins below
showcase Renaissance-era Gothic architecture with reconstructed fountains and courtyards. In medieval times, Visegrad housed the
Hungarian crown jewels. The Solomon Tower museum displays medieval artifacts. Summer brings Renaissance festivals with
costumed knights, falconry demonstrations, and medieval games. Hiking trails connect the fortress to surrounding hills. The town has
riverside restaurants serving Hungarian cuisine. Combine with Szentendre and Esztergom for a Danube Bend tour. Accessible by bus
or boat cruise in summer. The climb to the fortress is steep but rewarding with unforgettable views.

Notable
Lake Balaton
10-12 hours (full-day trip) No Booking Needed

Central Europe's largest lake, nicknamed the 'Hungarian Sea', lies 90km southwest of Budapest. This freshwater lake stretches 77km
long and offers beaches, resort towns, vineyards, and water sports. The northern shore features the historic town of Tihany with its
beautiful abbey and lavender fields, while Balatonfiired is an elegant spa town. The southern shore has livelier beach resorts like
Siofok. The region is famous for wine, particularly whites from volcanic soil. Badacsony mountain offers hiking and wine tastings with
lake views. Summer brings sailing, swimming, and beach activities. The shallow water warms quickly, making it family-friendly. Full-
day trips typically visit 2-3 towns. Trains run regularly (90 minutes to nearest towns). Best visited May-September when swimming
weather prevails. Consider overnight stays to fully experience the region.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

« Transportation: HEV trains are cheapest for Szentendre and Gédéllé; Budapest Card valid on HEV within city
limits

e Timing: Start day trips early (8-9am) to maximize time at destinations

o Eger Wine: Designate a driver if visiting wine cellars or join organized wine tours

¢ Combined Tours: Danube Bend tours often combine Szentendre, Visegrdd, and Esztergom in one day

o Lake Balaton: Best as overnight trip; day trips feel rushed given 90-minute each-way travel

e Seasons: Many sites have reduced hours November-March; check before traveling
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Budapest, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4x%).

Must See
Retek Bisztroxx k% 4.9 (6,244)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Retek Bisztro is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.9% from 6244 reviews. Located at Budapest, Nador u. 5, 1051 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Fat Mamax*xkx*x% 4.8 (36,362)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Fat Mama is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.8% from 36362 reviews. Located at Budapest, Kazinczy u. 24, 1075
Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

¢ Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
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Must See
Aranybdastyax xxx% 4.8 (3,084)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Aranybastya is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.8 % from 3084 reviews. Located at Budapest, Buda Castle, Csénak u. 1,
1015 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Parasztkonyha Restaurantxxxxx 4.8 (10,297)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Parasztkonyha Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.8 % from 10297 reviews. Located at Budapest, Oktéber 6.
u. 3, 1051 Hungary.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

Must See
Blueberry Brunchxx*%x% 4.8 (8,866)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Blueberry Brunch is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.8% from 8866 reviews. Located at Budapest, Hercegprimas u. 17,
1051 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

e Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
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Must See
Parisi 6k xk*x*x 4.8 (11,499)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Parisi 6 is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.8% from 11499 reviews. Located at Budapest, Parizsi u. 6b, 1052 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM
e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

Must See
Costes Downtownxx % *% 4.8 (3,138)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Costes Downtown is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.8 from 3138 reviews. Located at Budapest, Vigyazd Ferenc u. 5,
1051 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 3:00PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 3:00 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM

Must See
Hungarikum Bisztréox xxx% 4.7 (10,496)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Hungarikum Bisztré is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.7 from 10496 reviews. Located at Budapest, Steindl Imre u. 13,
1051 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 6:00 - 10:00 PM
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Must See
Comme Chez Soix*x k%% 4.7 (4,203)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Comme Chez Soi is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.7 from 4203 reviews. Located at Budapest, Aranykéz u. 2, 1051
Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

Must See
Hell's Kitchen - Hungarian Restaurantxxxxx 4.7 (12,628)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Hell's Kitchen - Hungarian Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.7 % from 12628 reviews. Located at Budapest,
Kigyo u. 4, 1052 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 10:30 AM - 11:00 PM

Must See
Memories All-You-Can-Eat Brunch & Caféxxx%x% 4.7 (4,557)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Memories All-You-Can-Eat Brunch & Café is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.7% from 4557 reviews. Located at Budapest,
Wesselényi utca 4, 1077 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM

e Tuesday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM

e Wednesday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM
e Thursday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM

e Friday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM

e Sunday: 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM
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Must See
TOKIO Xk k*x*x 4.7 (7,802)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

TOKIO is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.7% from 7802 reviews. Located at Budapest, Széchenyi Istvan tér 7-8, 1051
Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

Must See
Mazel Tovkxxkx*x*% 4.6 (41,182)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Mazel Tov is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.6% from 41182 reviews. Located at Budapest, Akacfa u. 47, 1073 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM
e Sunday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

Must See
TATI Farm to Table restaurantkxxx%% 4.6 (3,003)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

TATI Farm to Table restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.6% from 3003 reviews. Located at Budapest, Dohany u.
58-62, 1074 Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 1:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
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Must See
Getto Gulyasxxx*x % 4.6 (15,918)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Gettd Gulyas is a highly-rated restaurant in Budapest, rated 4.6% from 15918 reviews. Located at Budapest, Wesselényi utca 18, 1077
Hungary.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

Practical Information

Best Time to Visit Budapest

Peak Season (May-September): Warm weather, long daylight hours, and all attractions fully operational. Outdoor
activities, river cruises, and rooftop bars at their best. Crowds are heaviest and prices highest, especially July-August when
temperatures reach 30°C (86°F). Book accommodations and popular tours well in advance.

Shoulder Season (April & October): The ideal time to visit - pleasant weather (15-20°C/59-68°F), fewer tourists, and
better hotel rates. Spring brings blooming parks and outdoor festivals, while autumn offers golden foliage and harvest
celebrations. Most attractions operate full hours.

Winter (November-March): Cold temperatures (0-5°C/32-41°F) but thermal baths are especially appealing. Christmas
markets (mid-November to December) transform the city with festive charm. January-February see the fewest crowds and
lowest prices. Some outdoor attractions have limited hours. Perfect for museum visits, thermal baths, and cozy ruin bars.

Special Events: Budapest Spring Festival (March-April), Sziget Festival (August), Budapest Wine Festival (September),
Christmas markets (November-January), and New Year's Eve celebrations on the Danube.

Getting Around Budapest

Public Transportation

Budapest has an excellent integrated public transport system operated by BKK, including metro (4 lines), trams,

buses, trolleybuses, and boats. Single tickets cost 350 HUF (~€0.90); validate upon boarding. Travel cards offer better
value: 24-hour (1,650 HUF), 72-hour (4,150 HUF), 7-day (4,950 HUF). The Budapest Card includes unlimited transport
plus museum discounts and free walking tours.

Metro Lines

e M1 (Yellow): Historic underground railway under Andréssy Avenue - UNESCO heritage
e M2 (Red): Connects Buda and Pest across the Danube

¢ M3 (Blue): Runs north-south through Pest, serves main train station

M4 (Green): Newest line with modern stations featuring public art
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Key Tram Lines

Tram 2: Runs along the Pest Danube embankment - considered one of the world's most scenic tram routes with constant
Parliament and castle views.

Trams 4 & 6: Circle the Grand Boulevard, connecting major districts and transport hubs.

Tram 19 & 41: Connect Buda side sights including Buda Castle and Gellért Bath.

* Airport Transfer

100E Airport Bus: Direct service to city center (40-50 min), special ticket required (2,200 HUF), runs every 30 minutes.
Taxi/Ride-share: Fixed-price taxis at airport (~7,500-9,000 HUF to center), or use Bolt/Uber apps.

Getting to Buda Castle

Funicular (Sikld): Historic cable railway from Chain Bridge (expensive but fun).

Bus 16: Climbs Castle Hill from multiple stops.

Walking: Steep but scenic paths from Danube embankment.

Shopping in Budapest
What to Buy

Hungarian Paprika: The national spice, available in sweet, hot, and smoked varieties. Buy from Great Market Hall for
quality and good prices.

Tokaji Wine: Hungary's famous sweet dessert wine from the Tokaj region, considered 'wine of kings.'

Palinka: Traditional fruit brandy with high alcohol content - apricot (barack) and plum (szilva) are most popular.
Herend Porcelain: Hand-painted luxury porcelain with 200-year tradition. Official stores offer highest quality.
Embroidered Goods: Traditional Hungarian embroidery on tablecloths, blouses, and decorative items.

Salami & Foie Gras: Pick and Mangalica salami, Hungarian goose liver products.

Shopping Areas

Great Market Hall: Best for food products, paprika, and affordable souvenirs. Ground floor for food, upper floor for
handicrafts.

Fashion Street (Dedk Ferenc utca): Pedestrian street with international and Hungarian brands.

Andrassy Avenue: Luxury boutiques and designer shops in elegant setting.

Vaci Street: Tourist-oriented shopping with souvenir shops (overpriced).

Jewish Quarter: Vintage shops, design boutiques, and quirky stores on Kiraly Street.

WestEnd & Arena Mall: Large modern shopping centers with all major brands.

Markets

Szimpla Kert Farmers Market: Sunday mornings in the famous ruin bar - organic produce, artisan products.
Ecseri Flea Market: Saturday mornings for antiques, vintage items, and curiosities.

Bargaining Tips

Fixed prices in shops and restaurants. Bargaining acceptable at flea markets and some market stalls but not aggressively.
Vendors at tourist areas may initially quote high prices - polite negotiation possible.
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Festivals & Events

Major Annual Festivals

Budapest Spring Festival (March-April): Two-week celebration of arts and culture with classical music, opera, theater,
and contemporary performances across the city.

Sziget Festival (Early August): One of Europe's largest music festivals on Obuda Island featuring international acts
across multiple stages. Week-long camping festival atmosphere.

Budapest Wine Festival (September): Buda Castle hosts wine tastings from all Hungarian wine regions with folk
music, crafts, and gourmet food.

Budapest Christmas Markets (Mid-November to January 6): Festive markets at Vorosmarty Square, St. Stephen's
Basilica, and Fashion Street featuring handicrafts, mulled wine, traditional foods, and holiday atmosphere.

Hungarian Grand Prix (Late July/Early August): Formula 1 race at Hungaroring circuit outside Budapest.
National Holidays
March 15: Revolution Day - commemorates 1848 revolution with speeches, ceremonies, and patriotic displays.

August 20: St. Stephen's Day - Hungary's national holiday celebrating the founding king with festivals, markets, and
spectacular fireworks over the Danube.

October 23: Republic Day - remembers 1956 revolution with memorial ceremonies.
Seasonal Events

Palace District (Palotanegyed) Festival (May): Street festival in downtown Pest with concerts, food, and cultural
programs.

Budapest Beer Week (May): Craft beer festival and events at various venues.

Jewish Summer Festival (Late August-Early September): Celebrates Jewish culture with concerts, exhibitions, and
culinary events.

Budapest Design Week (October): Showcases Hungarian and international design across exhibitions and installations.

Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1: Essential Budapest

Morning: Start at St. Stephen's Basilica (9am), climb the dome for views. Walk Andrassy Avenue toward Heroes' Square,
stopping at the Hungarian State Opera (exterior). Reach Heroes' Square and explore City Park.

Lunch: Traditional Hungarian meal near City Park or grab ldngos from a food stand.

Afternoon: Visit Széchenyi Thermal Bath (2-3 hours). After refreshing, take Metro M1 (historic yellow line) back toward
center.

Evening: Walk Chain Bridge to Buda side at sunset. Funicular or walk up to Buda Castle, then visit Fisherman's Bastion
and Matthias Church for illuminated views. Dinner in Castle District or return to Pest.

Day 2: History & Culture

Morning: Parliament Building guided tour (book 9am slot), then walk Danube Promenade south, stopping at Shoes on the
Danube memorial.

Late Morning: Explore Great Market Hall - shop for paprika and souvenirs, lunch upstairs (try ldngos or traditional
dishes).

mycitytravelguide.com
Budapest Travel Guide - Hungary




Afternoon: Visit House of Terror Museum (2-3 hours) for powerful historical insight. Walk through Jewish Quarter, visiting
Great Synagogue.

Evening: Explore ruin bars starting with Szimpla Kert. Dinner at Jewish Quarter restaurant, then bar hop Kazinczy Street.
Day 3: Buda Side & Relaxation

Morning: Cross Margaret Bridge to Margaret Island (rent bikes or walking carts). Cycle the perimeter, visit musical
fountain and ruins.

Lunch: Picnic on Margaret Island or café meal.

Afternoon: Visit Gellért Hill - Cave Church, then hike to Citadella for panoramic views. Descend to Gellért Thermal Bath
for late afternoon relaxation.

Evening: Book Danube River cruise (7-8pm departure) for illuminated city views with drinks included.
Day 4: Art & Hidden Gems

Morning: Museum of Fine Arts at Heroes' Square (2-3 hours) or Hungarian National Gallery in Buda Castle.
Lunch: Vaci Street area or Vorésmarty Square (Gerbeaud Café for dessert).

Afternoon: Hospital in the Rock underground museum tour (book in advance). Explore Castle District's side streets and
courtyards.

Evening: Attend opera or ballet at Hungarian State Opera House (if performance scheduled) or folklore dinner show.
Day 5: Day Trip

Option A - Szentendre: Morning HEV train (40 min), explore artist town, galleries, museums, riverside lunch. Return
afternoon, evening free in Budapest.

Option B - Eger: Early train (2 hours), visit castle and basilica, lunch, afternoon wine tasting in Valley of Beautiful
Women. Return evening.

Option C - Danube Bend Tour: Organized tour visiting Szentendre, Visegradd, and Esztergom (full day).

Each itinerary can be adjusted based on interests, pace, and season. Allow flexibility for spontaneous discoveries!

Best Photography Locations

Iconic Views

Fisherman's Bastion: The ultimate Parliament view - shoot across the Danube at sunrise (golden light on Parliament) or
blue hour (illuminated building). Upper terraces offer elevated perspectives. Arrive early to avoid crowds.

Citadella/Gellért Hill Summit: 360-degree panoramic views of entire Budapest. Best at sunset or night when city lights
sparkle. South side offers Chain Bridge and castle composition.

Chain Bridge from Buda Side: Frame the bridge with Parliament in background. Best from Clark Addm Square or
slightly elevated paths. Morning light for eastward shots.

Széchenyi Chain Bridge Walkway: Walk across for mid-river shots of both castle and Parliament. Sunrise or sunset for
dramatic light.

Architectural Details

Parliament Building Close-ups: Shoot from Kossuth Square for facade details. Gothic Revival spires and dome at
various angles. Use telephoto for architectural elements.

St. Stephen's Basilica Interior: Wide-angle lens captures ornate dome from directly beneath. No flash during services.
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Matthias Church Roof Tiles: The diamond-patterned Zsolnay tiles from Fisherman's Bastion or Hilton Hotel terrace.
Great Synagogue Facade: Moorish Revival details best captured in morning light on Dohany Street.

Hungarian State Opera House: Neo-Renaissance facade on Andrassy Avenue. Interior requires tour booking.
Unique Perspectives

Danube Promenade at Night: Long exposure shots of illuminated Chain Bridge reflecting in water. Tripod
recommended.

Elisabeth Bridge Views: Less crowded than Chain Bridge; excellent for sunset shots looking toward Gellért Hill.

Shoes on the Danube Bank: Poignant memorial - shoot respectfully with castle backdrop. Overcast days add somber
mood.

Széchenyi Bath Steam: Winter mornings create atmospheric steam rising from outdoor thermal pools with yellow
palace background.

New York Café Interior: Ornate Belle Epoque décor - order coffee for permission to shoot. Use natural light from
windows.

Street Photography
Gozsdu Udvar: Connected courtyards in Jewish Quarter - fairy lights and street life, especially evenings.

Great Market Hall: Colorful produce displays, architectural ironwork, and bustling atmosphere. Morning for best light
through skylights.

Kazinczy Street: Ruin bar facades, street art, and bohemian atmosphere.
Castle District Cobblestones: Medieval streets, colorful houses, and gas lanterns create romantic scenes.
Timing Tips

Blue Hour: 30 minutes after sunset when sky is deep blue and buildings are illuminated - magical for bridge and
Parliament shots.

Golden Hour: First hour after sunrise or before sunset for warm, directional light enhancing architecture.
Midday: Generally harsh light, but good for markets and indoor locations.

Night: Budapest's illumination is spectacular - bring tripod for long exposures. Bridges and Parliament especially
photogenic.

Drone photography restricted in most tourist areas - check regulations before flying.

Electricity & Adapters
Voltage: 230V AC, 50Hz (standard European voltage)
Plug Types: Type C (two round pins) and Type F (two round pins with grounding clips) - standard European plugs

Adapter Needed: Visitors from UK, US, Canada, Australia need plug adapters. Type C/F adapters work for both socket
types. Universal travel adapters cover all needs.

Voltage Converter: Most modern electronics (phones, laptops, cameras) are dual-voltage (110-240V) and only need a
plug adapter, not a voltage converter. Check device specifications - if labeled '110-240V' or '100-240V"', no converter
needed.

Where to Buy: Adapters available at airport, electronics stores (Media Markt), and tourist shops. Hotels sometimes loan
adapters - ask at reception.
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Charging: USB charging ports increasingly common in modern hotels and public spaces. Bring your own USB cables.

Important: High-wattage devices (hair dryers, straighteners) require both adapter AND voltage converter if not dual-
voltage. Many hotels provide hair dryers in rooms.

Hungarian Cuisine

Must-Try Dishes

Goulash (Gulyas): Hungary's national dish - rich paprika-spiced beef soup/stew with vegetables. Note: Thinner than
foreign versions, often served as soup course.

Chicken Paprikash (Csirkepaprikas): Tender chicken in creamy paprika sauce, served with nokedli (Hungarian
dumplings).

Langos: Deep-fried flatbread topped with sour cream, cheese, and garlic - popular street food. Try at Great Market Hall
upstairs.

Toltott Kaposzta: Cabbage rolls stuffed with minced pork and rice in tomato sauce. Traditional comfort food.
Fisherman's Soup (Halaszlé): Spicy paprika-based fish soup from Danube carp or catfish. Very hot!
Dobos Torta: Layered sponge cake with chocolate buttercream and caramel top - invented in Budapest 1885.

Kilirtéskalacs: Chimney cake - cylindrical sweet pastry cooked over coals, rolled in sugar, cinnamon, or nuts. Popular
street food.

Palacsinta: Thin crepes with sweet (jam, chocolate, nuts) or savory fillings (meat, cheese).
Traditional Restaurants

Borkonyha: Michelin-starred modern Hungarian cuisine with wine pairings.

Onyx: Two Michelin stars, fine dining showcasing Hungarian ingredients.

Menza: Retro communist-era décor serving updated traditional dishes at moderate prices.
Paprika Vendégl6: Authentic homestyle cooking near St. Stephen's Basilica.

Kispiac Bisztré: Market-fresh ingredients, daily specials, local favorite.

Markets & Cheap Eats

Great Market Hall Upper Level: Authentic, affordable Hungarian dishes at food stalls.
Street Food Karavan: Food truck court near Kazinczy Synagogue - varied cuisines including Hungarian.
Langos Stands: Throughout city, especially near baths and markets (300-800 HUF).
Cafés & Pastries

Gerbeaud Café: Historic 1858 coffeehouse on Vérésmarty Square - expensive but iconic.

New York Café: The world's most beautiful café - opulent Belle Epoque interior. Reserve for breakfast/lunch to fully
experience.

Central Kavéhaz: Historic 1887 coffeehouse with literary heritage, more affordable than Gerbeaud.
Dining Tips
Reservations: Book popular restaurants 1-3 days ahead, especially weekends.

Tipping: 10-15% standard; check if service charge already included. Tip in cash when paying by card.

mycitytravelguide.com
Budapest Travel Guide - Hungary




Lunch Specials: Many restaurants offer affordable set menus (menu) weekdays 11:30am-2:30pm.
Water: Tap water safe but restaurant uncharged bottled water expensive - ask for 'csapviz' (tap water) to save money.

Vegetarian: Traditional cuisine meat-heavy, but growing veggie/vegan scene in Jewish Quarter and downtown.

Tourist Passes
Budapest Card

The official city card offering unlimited public transportation (metro, buses, trams, boats, and HEV within city limits)
plus free entry to over 30 museums and attractions. Additional benefits include discounts at restaurants, thermal baths
(10-50% off), tours, and cultural programs. Available in 24-hour (€26), 48-hour (€37), 72-hour (€47), 96-hour (€58), and
120-hour (€65) versions. Free version available for ages 6-18 (requires parent/guardian with adult pass). Purchase online,
at tourism offices, hotels, or airport. Activate upon first use. Comes with guidebook and map. Best value for museum
lovers combining 3+ museum visits with public transport needs.

www.budapest-card.com

3-Day Travelcard

Simple 72-hour public transportation pass (4,150 HUF / ~€10) offering unlimited travel on BKK metro, trams, buses,
trolleybuses, and Danube boats. No museum entries or discounts included - just transport. More affordable than Budapest
Card if you don't plan many museum visits. Also available in 24-hour (1,650 HUF), 7-day (4,950 HUF), and monthly
versions. Purchase at metro stations, ticket offices, and vending machines. Must validate at first use. Best for travelers
focused on sightseeing rather than museums, or staying longer than tourist passes cover.
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