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Things to do in Pécs

Landmarks & Monuments
Pécs is home to some of Hungary's most significant historical landmarks, from ancient Roman structures to medieval and
Ottoman masterpieces that reflect centuries of cultural influence.

Pécs Cathedral wmust see
45 minutes No Booking Needed

The iconic Cathedral of Pécs stands as the city's most recognizable landmark, originally built in the 11th century. Its distinctive four
towers dominate the skyline, and the interior features remarkable Renaissance and Baroque elements. The cathedral has undergone
multiple renovations, blending Romanesque, Gothic, and later architectural styles.

Mosque Church of Pasha Qasim  Must see

30 minutes No Booking Needed

One of Hungary's best-preserved Ottoman structures, this 16th-century mosque was converted into a Christian church after the
Ottoman occupation ended. Its octagonal dome, minaret-inspired tower, and intricate interior decorations showcase Ottoman
architectural brilliance while housing Christian religious art and artifacts.

Early Christian Mausoleum mMustsee  Book Ahead
60 minutes Book Ahead

A UNESCO-protected 4th-century Christian burial site featuring intricate frescoes and burial chambers. This underground
necropolis reveals early Christian life and burial practices in Roman Pécs (Sopianae), with remarkably preserved artwork depicting
biblical scenes and daily life.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

e The Cathedral is free to enter but donations are welcome
e Visit the Mosque Church in early morning for better light and fewer crowds
e Buy a combined ticket for the mausoleum and other archaeological sites for better value
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Museums & Galleries
Pécs boasts world-class museums showcasing everything from contemporary art to ancient Roman artifacts, housed in
stunning historic buildings throughout the city center.

Janus Pannonius Museum  Must See
90 minutes No Booking Needed

One of Hungary's most important art museums featuring medieval to contemporary collections. The museum occupies a beautiful
Renaissance palace and showcases Hungarian and European art, archaeological finds from Roman Pécs, and rotating contemporary
exhibitions.

Modern Hungarian Gallery Top pick

60 minutes No Booking Needed

Dedicated to 20th and 21st-century Hungarian art, this gallery presents contemporary works, photography, video installations,
and experimental media. The modern building architecture contrasts beautifully with the historic surroundings, creating an engaging
cultural space.

Zsolnay Museum  Top Pick
45 minutes No Booking Needed

Celebrating Pécs' most famous export—Zsolnay ceramics—this museum displays exquisite porcelain and pottery from the renowned
Zsolnay factory. Featuring ornate vases, decorative tiles, and functional pieces showcasing Art Nouveau and contemporary design.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

¢ Many museums offer free entry on certain days—check the website
e Purchase a Pécs Card for discounts on multiple museum entries
e The Janus Pannonius Museum has an excellent gift shop with local art
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Religious Sites
Pécs is a city of spiritual significance, with sacred sites spanning Christian traditions and Ottoman heritage reflecting its
complex multicultural history.

Pécs Cathedral of Saint Peter must sece
40 minutes No Booking Needed

The primary Catholic cathedral featuring stunning Romanesque-Gothic architecture with four distinctive towers visible across the
city. The interior showcases Renaissance frescoes, ornate altars, and important religious artwork representing centuries of Christian
devotion.

Orthodox Church of the Holy Spirit  Top pick : oo et

20 minutes No Booking Needed

A beautiful 19th-century Orthodox chapel featuring Byzantine-influenced architecture and ornate interior decoration. The church
serves the Orthodox community and showcases Eastern Christian artistic traditions with icon paintings and religious reliquaries.
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Synagogue of Pécs  Top pick

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A 19th-century Jewish synagogue representing the city's diverse religious heritage. The building features Romanesque-Byzantine
architecture with ornate interior decorations, serving as a cultural and historical symbol of the city's Jewish community.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Respect prayer times when visiting active places of worship
e Some sites may require modest dress—check beforehand

e Audio guides are available for the Cathedral

e The Early Christian tombs require a scheduled tour
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Squares & Streets
The heart of Pécs pulses through its charming public squares and pedestrian streets lined with cafés, boutiques, and
historic architecture creating an inviting atmosphere for exploration.

Széchenyi Square  Must See
30 minutes No Booking Needed

Pécs' main central plaza surrounded by historic buildings, cafés, and shops. The square hosts events, markets, and outdoor seating
areas perfect for people-watching. The Cathedral looms majestically at its northern end, creating an iconic urban backdrop.

Apaca Street  must see
45 minutes No Booking Needed

A charming historic pedestrian street featuring colorful buildings, boutique shops, galleries, and restaurants. Once the heart of the
Ottoman quarter, the street retains its winding medieval character with hidden courtyards and intimate street-level cafés.

60 minutes No Booking Needed

The artistic heart of Pécs lined with galleries, studios, vintage boutiques, and quirky shops. Street art adorns building facades, and
young creatives showcase their work in open studios, making it the perfect spot for discovering local culture and contemporary art.

Tips for Squares & Streets

e Széchenyi Square hosts a weekly farmer's market on weekends
o Best time to explore these streets is late afternoon when light is golden and cafés come alive
o Street performers often appear on Apaca Street in summer months
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Parks & Gardens

Surrounded by the verdant Mecsek Mountains, Pécs offers beautiful parks and gardens perfect for relaxation, hiking, and
nature appreciation.

Mecsek Mountains  Must see
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Spectacular forested hills surrounding the city offering hiking trails, panoramic viewpoints, and natural beauty. The Mecsek
landscape park provides numerous trails ranging from easy walks to challenging hikes with rewards of stunning city and valley views.

Pécs Zoo & Botanical Gardens Top pick
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A family-friendly zoo featuring local and exotic animals with beautiful landscaped gardens and plant collections. The zoo
emphasizes conservation and education, offering engaging experiences for all ages with keeper talks and interactive areas.

Tettye Plateau Top pick

90 minutes No Booking Needed

Wiki

A scenic hilltop nature reserve north of the city offering panoramic views, nature trails, and cultural monuments. The area is ideal
for picnicking, photography, and experiencing the natural landscape while observing the city below.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Bring comfortable hiking shoes for Mecsek trails

e The zoo is best visited in early morning or late afternoon to avoid midday crowds
e Tettye offers stunning sunset views—arrive before dusk

e Spring and autumn provide ideal weather for outdoor activities
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Tours & Activities
Pécs offers diverse cultural experiences, guided tours, and activities that bring the city's rich history and vibrant
contemporary scene to life.

. Historical Walking Tours mMustSee  Book Ahead
120 minutes Book Ahead

Expert-guided walking tours exploring Pécs' Roman heritage, Ottoman past, and medieval architecture. Licensed guides share
fascinating stories of the city's transformation across centuries, highlighting hidden details and historic connections invisible to casual
visitors.

w Zsolnay Heritage Experience TopPick  Book Ahead
90 minutes Book Ahead

A cultural immersion into the famous Zsolnay ceramic tradition. Visitors learn about the factory's history through exhibitions,
visit museum displays, and participate in pottery workshops where you can create your own ceramic piece under expert guidance.

Wine Tasting Tours TopPick  Book Ahead
120 minutes Book Ahead

Explore local Hungarian wines in Pécs' renowned wine bars and cellars. Professional sommeliers guide tastings of regional varieties,
explaining terroir and production methods while pairing wines with local cheeses and traditional Hungarian appetizers.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book walking tours in advance, especially during peak season

e Zsolnay workshops require minimum group size—check availability
e Wine tastings are best enjoyed in the afternoon

e English-language tours are available but request ahead of time
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Day Trips & Excursions

Pécs serves as a perfect base for exploring the Mecsek region and southern Hungary's attractions, with diverse
destinations within easy driving distance.

WS villany Wine Region  must see
- Full day No Booking Needed

Hungary's premier red wine-producing region just 50 minutes south of Pécs. Villdny's rolling vineyards, family-owned wineries, and
wine cellars offer tastings and tours. The region is famous for Cabernet Franc and Merlot, with charming villages perfect for
exploration.

- Mecsekszabolcs Thermal Bath  Top pick

3-4 hours No Booking Needed

A relaxing thermal spa nestled in the Mecsek Mountains, 30 minutes from central Pécs. Natural mineral waters fill indoor and
outdoor pools heated year-round, offering wellness treatments, massages, and a serene retreat from city exploration.

‘ Egerszalok Thermal Spa  Top pick

4-5 hours No Booking Needed

A spectacular white travertine terrace spa featuring 42°C naturally heated waters. Located 90 minutes north, the unique terraces
create an otherworldly landscape perfect for bathing while enjoying panoramic countryside views.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Rent a car for maximum flexibility exploring regional attractions
¢ Villdny wineries are best visited in late afternoon

e Bring swimwear for thermal spas

e Spring and autumn offer ideal weather for day trips

Practical Information

Spring (April-May): Mild temperatures 15-20°C, flowers bloom, outdoor café season begins. Perfect for exploring historic
sites without summer heat.

Summer (June-August): Warm and sunny, 25-30°C, peak tourist season with vibrant street life and open-air events.
Evening strolls are delightful.

Autumn (September-October): Pleasant 15-22°C weather, fewer crowds, spectacular foliage on Mecsek mountains.
Ideal for hiking and museum visits.

Winter (November-March): Cool and occasionally snowy, 0-8°C. Fewer tourists, cozy indoor activities, Christmas
markets in December. Some outdoor attractions have limited hours.
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By Air: Budapest Ferenc Liszt International Airport (250 km north) is the nearest major airport. Direct buses or rental cars
available (2.5-3 hour drive).

By Train: Pécs has excellent rail connections from Budapest (2.5 hours), Szeged (1.5 hours), and other Hungarian cities.
Direct international trains connect to Austria and Croatia.

Local Transport: Buses and trams efficiently connect city neighborhoods. Single journey costs ~200 HUF (~0.65 EUR).
Day passes available for multiple trips.

Walking: The historic center is compact and easily explored on foot. Comfortable shoes recommended for cobblestone
streets and Mecsek slopes.

Car Rental: Useful for day trips to wine regions and thermal spas. Hungarian driving is on the right side. Speed cameras
are common.

* Airport Transfer
Budapest Ferenc Liszt International Airport (BUD) to city center:

e Train via Budapest: 100E airport bus to Budapest Nyugati station in 35 minutes for 2200 HUF, then InterCity
train to Pécs in about 2 hours 40 minutes for around 5500 HUF

¢ Private transfer: Door-to-door car service direct to Pécs takes roughly 2.5 to 3 hours via the M6 motorway and
costs about 60000 to 70000 HUF

¢ Shared shuttle van: Pre-booked shared minibus services run direct to Pécs hotels in around 3 hours for
approximately 15000 HUF per person

¢ Rental car: Self-drive via the M6 motorway covers the roughly 200 km distance in about 2.5 hours, with economy
rentals starting near 12000 HUF per day

Zsolnay Ceramics: The city's most iconic purchase—exquisite porcelain and pottery from the famous factory. Available
at museum shops and galleries throughout the city.

Pécs Card: A colorful traditional deck of playing cards unique to the region, featuring local history and culture. Perfect
portable souvenirs sold at tourist shops.

Local Art & Crafts: Veress Péter Street and smaller galleries sell contemporary art, handmade jewelry, and local artisan
products. Support local creators by purchasing directly from studios.

Hungarian Wine: Regional wines from nearby Villdny vineyards are excellent gifts. Wine bars offer tastings and direct
purchases with expert recommendations.

Traditional Textiles: Embroidered scarves, tablecloths, and traditional Hungarian garments showcase local
craftsmanship. Markets offer authentic items at reasonable prices.

Shopping Hours: Most shops open 10:00-18:00 (weekdays), 10:00-13:00 (Saturdays). Sundays feature limited shopping;
some cafés and restaurants remain open.

Pécs Summer Festival (June-July): Cultural celebration featuring theater, music, dance, and street performances
throughout the city. International artists and local talent create vibrant atmosphere.

Pécs International Art Festival (October): Contemporary visual arts, installations, and experimental performances.
The city transforms into an open gallery with exhibitions across multiple venues.

Zsolnay Festival (September): Celebration of ceramic arts with workshops, exhibitions, and demonstrations. Ceramic
artists showcase traditional and modern techniques.

Christmas Markets (December): Festive bazaars in Széchenyi Square featuring holiday crafts, foods, mulled wine, and
seasonal decorations. Traditional Hungarian Christmas customs celebrated throughout the month.

Pécs Wine Festival (September): Villdny region wine producers showcase regional varieties with tastings, food
pairings, and vineyard tours. Music and culinary entertainment accompany wine appreciation.
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National Holidays: March 15 (National Day), August 20 (State Foundation Day), and other traditional celebrations may
affect business hours and feature special events.

Day 1 - Historic Pécs: Start early at Széchenyi Square observing the Cathedral (45 min). Explore the Janus
Pannonius Museum (90 min) for art history. Lunch at a local restaurant in Apaca Street (60 min). Visit the Mosque
Church of Pasha Qasim (30 min) and Zsolnay Museum (45 min). Evening stroll through historic streets and dinner with
wine.

Day 2 - Underground & Art: Begin with the Early Christian Mausoleum tour (60 min). Visit the Modern Hungarian
Gallery (60 min) for contemporary perspectives. Explore Veress Péter Street galleries and studios (60 min). Afternoon
at Pécs Zoo & Botanical Gardens (90 min). Evening exploring boutique shops and local cafés.

Day 3 - Nature & Panoramas: Early morning hike in Mecsek Mountains to viewpoints (180 min). Picnic lunch with city
views. Afternoon visit to Tettye Plateau (90 min) for sunset photography. Explore the Orthodox Church (20 min).
Relaxing evening at a thermal bath.

Day 4 - Wine Region Escape: Drive to Villdny Wine Region (50 min). Winery tour and wine tasting (120 min). Lunch
featuring local cuisine paired with regional wines. Visit 2-3 additional wineries with tastings. Return to Pécs for evening
celebration of favorite discoveries.

Day 5 - Local Life & Culture: Weekend market morning at Széchenyi Square (90 min). Pottery workshop or art class
focusing on Zsolnay traditions (90 min). Lunch with locals at favorite restaurants. Museum or gallery revisit. Late
afternoon thermal spa relaxation (120 min). Farewell dinner celebrating Pécs experiences.

Cathedral at Golden Hour: Photograph the Cathedral from Széchenyi Square during sunrise (6:30-7:00 AM) or sunset
(19:00-20:00). The four towers glow beautifully against colored sky. Spring and autumn offer richer colors.

Mecsek Panorama Viewpoint: Ascend Mecsek Mountains to Tettye observation area for expansive city vistas. Best at
sunrise showing the city in shadow against bright sky, or sunset bathing landscape in golden light.

Apaca Street Alley: Photograph colorful building facades and narrow medieval passages. Early morning light creates
dramatic shadows on cobblestones. Include local cafés and street-level details for authentic atmosphere.

Mosque Church Minaret: Capture the distinctive Ottoman tower reflecting in puddles after rain. Photograph from
Széchenyi Square showing architectural contrast with adjacent Cathedral.

Street Art on Veress Péter Street: Document the vibrant murals and installations created by local artists. These
change seasonally, offering fresh compositions for return visits.

Market Scene: Weekend farmer's market presents colorful produce, vendors, and local interaction. Photograph before
10:00 AM when morning light is fresh and crowds smaller.

Thermal Waters Reflection: Visit nearby spas for surreal imagery of mineral-rich waters and white travertine terraces.
Early morning reflection photography captures mirror-like water surfaces.

Voltage & Frequency: Hungary operates on 230V AC electricity at 50 Hz frequency, standard throughout Europe.

Plug Types: Type C (two round pins) and Type F (two round pins with grounding clips) are standard. Most modern outlets
accommodate both.

Adapters: Travelers from UK, US, Australia, or other regions must bring appropriate adapters. USB charging adapters are
increasingly common but verify voltage compatibility.

Power Outlets: Standard in hotels, restaurants, and public spaces. Some historic buildings have limited outlets—charge
devices at accommodations when possible.

Voltage Converter: Most modern devices (phones, laptops, chargers) support 100-240V, eliminating converter need.
Check device specifications before traveling.
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Pécs Salad (Pécs salata): A vibrant salad featuring seasonal vegetables, local cheeses, and traditional dressing. Light
yet satisfying, representing fresh Hungarian culinary traditions.

Paprikash (Paprikas csirke): Tender chicken stewed in creamy paprika sauce, served with egg noodles or sour cream.
The iconic Hungarian dish warming souls for centuries.

Solyanka: A tangy spiced soup combining meats, pickled vegetables, and sour cream. Rich, flavorful, and perfect for cold
weather sustenance.

Langos: Fried bread topped with garlic, sour cream, and cheese. A beloved street food found at markets and
festivals—irresistible and dangerously addictive.

Zsolnay Chocolate: Local chocolate treats and confections beyond the famous ceramics. Artisanal chocolatiers create
delightful creations showcasing Hungarian flavors.

Villany Wine Pairings: Regional Cabernet Franc and Merlot pair beautifully with local dishes. Wine bars offer expertly
curated tastings complementing traditional Hungarian cuisine.

Dining Culture: Lunch (12:00-14:00) is traditionally the main meal. Dinner (19:00-21:00) is lighter. Hungarian hospitality
means generous portions and warm service. Tipping 10-15% is customary.

Tourist Passes

Pécs Card

All-in-one city pass providing unlimited public transport and discounted museum entries. Includes free rides on buses
and trams plus reduced prices at major attractions. Available for 24, 48, or 72-hour periods. Excellent value for museum
visitors and active explorers. Reduces cost by approximately 40-50% with typical itinerary.
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Museum Day Pass

Unified ticket covering admission to major museums including Janus Pannonius Museum, Modern Hungarian Gallery, and
Zsolnay Museum. Cost-effective when visiting multiple institutions. Typically valid for one calendar day with simultaneous
access to all participating venues.

www.jannusmuseum.hu

Archaeological Sites Bundle

Combined ticket for Early Christian Mausoleum, Roman remains, and other archaeological attractions. Includes expert-
guided tours highlighting Pécs' Roman heritage (Sopianae). Provides historical context unavailable when visiting
individually. Reservations recommended during peak season.

www.pecs.hu
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