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Things to do in Bengaluru

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures that define Bengaluru's architectural heritage and civic importance, showcasing the city's transformation
from princely state to modern metropolis.
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Vidhana Soudha mMustsee 2

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The majestic seat of the state legislature built in 1956, featuring stunning Neo-Dravidian architecture with intricate carvings. The
grand dome and imposing granite structure make it one of Asia's most impressive legislative buildings. llluminated beautifully at night,
it's an iconic symbol of Bengaluru's civic pride.

Bangalore Fort Top pick
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Built in 1537 by Kempegowda |, this historic fort represents Bengaluru's early defensive architecture. Though largely demolished
during British times, the remaining structures showcase 16th-century military engineering. The fort grounds now serve as a cultural
hub hosting various events and exhibitions throughout the year.
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Kempegowda Tower Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed =

A six-story watchtower built by founder Kempegowda in the 16th century, standing 32 meters tall. This granite monument once
served as a defense structure and is now restored as a heritage site. Climbing to the top offers panoramic views of old Bengaluru and
surrounding areas, providing historical context to the city's layout.

Chamarajendra Park (Cubbon Park East) notable
2 hours No Booking Needed

A serene colonial-era park featuring landscaped gardens, ancient trees, and walking trails. Named after Maharaja Chamarajendra,
it's an ideal spot for morning jogs, picnics, and photography with its lush green canopy and peaceful ambiance away from urban
hustle.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

¢ Visit Vidhana Soudha at night for spectacular illumination

e Best photography angles at sunrise for architectural details

o Combine with nearby Cubbon Park for a full morning/afternoon
e Avoid peak hours (11 AM - 3 PM) for better experience
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e Respect photography restrictions in government buildings
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Museums & Galleries

World-class museums and art galleries showcasing Indian heritage, modern art, science, and industrial innovation across
diverse collections and interactive exhibits.
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Government Museum of Bangalore  mMust see :
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Established in 1865, this oldest museum in South India houses an impressive collection of archaeological artifacts, sculptures,
coins, and manuscripts. The museum features ancient stone inscriptions, bronze sculptures from various Hindu kingdoms, and natural
history specimens. Its architecture itself is a heritage structure, making the visit enriching both educationally and aesthetically.

Visvesvaraya Industrial and Technological Museum  must see
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A unique interactive museum dedicated to technology and innovation, featuring hands-on exhibits on electricity, mechanics, space
technology, and biotechnology. Named after engineer M. Visvesvaraya, it's ideal for families with engaging displays, planetarium
shows, and IMAX presentations that make learning fun and accessible.

National Gallery of Modern Art Top pick
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MATICHAL GALLERY
T ODERN ART

A premier institution showcasing contemporary and modern Indian art with rotating exhibitions of paintings, sculptures, and
multimedia installations. The gallery hosts works by renowned artists and emerging talents, offering insights into India's artistic
movements from the colonial period to modern times.

Ravi Shankar Gallery notable
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A respected contemporary art space featuring works by established and emerging Indian artists. The gallery specializes in
paintings, sculpture, and installations with a focus on promoting modern Indian art. Regular exhibitions and art talks make it a vibrant
cultural hub for art enthusiasts and collectors.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Government Museum has special guides for detailed historical narratives
e Visvesvaraya Museum is perfect for rainy days with indoor activities
Most galleries have reduced entry fees on specific days

Photography policies vary; always ask at entry

e Plan 2-3 hours for proper exploration of any major museum
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Religious Sites
Sacred temples, churches, and spiritual centers reflecting Bengaluru's religious diversity and architectural grandeur,
offering peaceful spaces for reflection and worship.

Bull Temple (Dodda Basavana Gudi) Must see
1 hour No Booking Needed

A 16th-century shrine dedicated to Nandi (the sacred bull), featuring a monolithic black stone bull carved from a single rock.
Located near the Bangalore Fort, this temple is an architectural marvel with intricate carvings and artistic reliefs. The massive statue
represents devotion and is a unique example of Dravidian temple art in the city.

ISKCON Temple (Sri Radha Krishna) must see
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A stunning modern temple complex dedicated to Lord Krishna, built in 1997 with traditional architectural elements and
contemporary facilities. The marble interiors, spiritual atmosphere, and vegetarian restaurant make it a major pilgrimage and cultural
site. The temple hosts festivals, cultural programs, and attracts devotees and tourists seeking spiritual experience.

Christ Church Top pick

45 minutes No Booking Needed

Bengaluru's oldest church built in 1858, featuring Gothic Revival architecture with stained glass windows and wooden interiors.
This heritage structure stands majestically in the heart of the city, reflecting colonial-era Christian heritage. The peaceful ambiance
and historical significance make it a notable landmark for both worship and architectural appreciation.

Kempegowda Temple Top pick
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A historic temple dedicated to Lord Naga that overlooks the city from a hilltop, with 300-year-old roots. The temple offers panoramic
views of Bengaluru's skyline and is an important pilgrimage site. The ancient stone carvings and spiritual energy attract both
worshippers and visitors seeking blessings and city views.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Remove shoes before entering temples; lockers available at most venues
e Dress modestly with covered shoulders and knees

e Best time for temple visits: early morning for peaceful atmosphere

¢ ISKCON temple has excellent vegetarian dining after worship
Photography may be restricted during active prayer times

mycitytravelguide.com
Bengaluru Travel Guide - India




Parks & Gardens

Lush green spaces offering respite from urban life, featuring diverse flora, serene lakes, and recreational facilities perfect
for nature lovers and relaxation seekers.

Cubbon Park Mustsee

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Wiki

Bengaluru's most iconic 85-acre urban green space established in 1870, featuring shaded pathways, ancient trees, and manicured
gardens. Home to the Government Museum and various monuments, it's an ideal destination for morning walks, jogging, and family
outings. The park's dense canopy provides cool respite during hot months and transforms into a jogger's paradise.
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Lal Bagh Botanical Garden mustsee

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A spectacular 240-acre botanical garden featuring over 1,300 plant species, ornamental lakes, and historic glasshouse.
Established in 1760, it's one of India's finest botanical collections with exotic plants, flowering shrubs, and seasonal blooms. The
garden's layout is inspired by the Versailles gardens, making it a horticultural and architectural treasure.

Ulsoor Lake Top Pick Book Ahead .@
1
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead rg—
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A scenic artificial lake from 1537 offering boating, bird watching, and waterfront walks. Surrounded by green spaces and temples,
the lake provides a peaceful retreat for visitors. Early morning visits reward you with bird spotting opportunities while sunset views are
perfect for photography and relaxation.

Bannerghatta National Park Toprick  Book Ahead
4-5 hours Book Ahead

Located 22 km south of the city, this wildlife sanctuary spans 260 square kilometers featuring tigers, elephants, deer, and
diverse bird species. The park offers safari rides, zoo visits, and butterfly park attractions. It's an excellent day trip for wildlife
enthusiasts seeking close encounters with nature and conservation education.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Cubbon Park: Early morning (6-8 AM) is ideal for joggers and birdwatchers
e Lal Bagh: Visit during flower shows (Jan & Aug) for spectacular displays

e Ulsoor Lake: Sunset time offers the best light for photography

e Bannerghatta: Safari slots fill quickly; book in advance online

e Carry water, sunscreen, and comfortable walking shoes for all parks
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Neighborhoods & Districts
Vibrant districts showcasing Bengaluru's diverse culture, modern lifestyle, heritage architecture, and bustling commercial
hubs with unique character and appeal.

Indiranagar  Top Pick
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A well-planned residential and commercial hub known for tree-lined streets, vibrant cafés, and boutique restaurants. Once a quiet
neighborhood, it's evolved into a cultural and gastronomic destination with bookstores, art galleries, and indie shops. The 100 Feet
Road is famous for its dining and entertainment options attracting locals and tourists.

Koramangala Top pick
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

A bustling entertainment and nightlife district packed with restaurants, bars, clubs, and boutique shops. Popular with young
professionals and tourists, it offers diverse cuisines from global to local cuisine. The neighborhood transforms into a vibrant hub in
evenings with trendy establishments lining the streets.

MG Road & Commercial Street Top pick
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Bengaluru's premier shopping and business district featuring high-end malls, branded stores, restaurants, and business
establishments. The tree-lined avenue is ideal for shopping, dining, and experiencing the city's cosmopolitan culture. Street food
vendors and cafés line the area, making it a hub of activity throughout the day.

Whitefield Notable
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A tech hub and upscale residential area hosting numerous IT companies, shopping malls, restaurants, and luxury hotels. The
neighborhood reflects Bengaluru's modern face with contemporary architecture and international amenities. It's a gateway destination
for business travelers and those seeking premium dining and entertainment.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

e Indiranagar: Best visited on weekends for relaxed atmosphere and farmers' markets

¢ Koramangala: Avoid weekend evenings if you dislike crowds; weekday visits are calmer
¢ MG Road: Shop in mornings; evenings get congested with traffic

Whitefield: Excellent for international brand shopping and fine dining

e All areas have good auto-rickshaw connectivity; negotiate fares before boarding
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and recreational activities offering unique perspectives on the city's culture, history, cuisine, and
lifestyle through structured itineraries and specialized programs.

Heritage Walks TopPick  Book Ahead
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Guided walking tours through old Bengaluru exploring the city's colonial heritage, ancient temples, and historic landmarks. Expert
guides provide historical narratives, architectural insights, and cultural contexts. Perfect for history enthusiasts seeking immersive
understanding of the city's evolution from ancient settlement to modern metropolis.

Food Tours & Culinary Experiences TopPick  Book Ahead
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Curated food tasting experiences showcasing Bengaluru's diverse cuisine from traditional South Indian fare to global cuisines. Join
food walks in different neighborhoods, visit local markets, and learn cooking techniques. These tours combine cultural insights with
gastronomic pleasure, introducing hidden gems and authentic eating experiences.

Cycling Tours Top Pick Book Ahead
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Eco-friendly guided bicycle tours exploring the city's neighborhoods, parks, and hidden corners. Routes vary from leisurely garden
tours to challenging rides across the city. These tours offer unique perspectives, exercise, and intimate interaction with local
communities while promoting sustainable tourism.

Art & Craft Workshops nNotable
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Hands-on creative experiences including pottery, painting, and traditional crafts at local studios and community centers. Learn
from skilled artisans in intimate settings, creating personalized souvenirs while understanding traditional arts. Perfect for travelers
seeking interactive cultural immersion and artistic expression.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book tours in advance through registered agencies for better rates

o Wear comfortable walking shoes and light clothing for outdoor activities
e Food tours are best done on empty stomach; arrive hungry

e Early morning tours offer cooler weather and better photography light

e Ask guides about hidden local attractions not in standard itineraries
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Day Trips & Excursions
Exciting excursions to nearby destinations featuring scenic landscapes, adventure activities, and cultural attractions
accessible as comfortable day trips from the city.

Nandi Hills mMust see
5-6 hours (including travel) No Booking Needed

A scenic hill station 60 km north offering panoramic views, trekking trails, and adventure sports. Famous for sunrise views,
paragliding, and cycling, it's ideal for weekend getaways. The pleasant weather, lush green hills, and various lodging options make it a
preferred hill destination near Bengaluru.

Coorg (Kodagu) Must See Book Ahead
2-3 days Book Ahead

A picturesque coffee plantation region 260 km away known as the 'Scotland of India'. Featuring misty hills, coffee estates,
waterfalls, and spice gardens, it's ideal for nature lovers and adventure seekers. The cooler climate, homestays, and plantation tours
offer authentic rural experiences away from city bustle.

Mysore (Mysuru) MustSee  Book Ahead
2 days Book Ahead

A historic city 150 km away, famous for the magnificent Mysore Palace, silk industry, and cultural heritage. The palace's
evening illumination is spectacular, while the city offers museums, temples, and gardens. Proximity to Bandipur National Park makes it
ideal for combined wildlife-heritage tours.

Kabini River Camps TopPick  Book Ahead
2-3 days Book Ahead

An adventure destination 130 km away offering jungle safari, wildlife photography, coracle rides, and water sports. The scenic
river valley provides perfect setting for nature camping and wildlife encounters. Excellent for elephant spotting and birdwatching with
comfortable resort facilities.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

o Nandi Hills: Plan sunrise trips; book adventure activities in advance
e Coorg: Best visited during monsoon (Jun-Aug) for lush greenery

e Mysore: Palace tickets sell out during weekends; arrive early

o Kabini: Safari slots are limited; reserve through resorts beforehand
e Arrange transportation via car rentals, taxis, or tour operators

e Pack light, weather-appropriate clothing for hill stations
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Fountains & Public Art

Artistic installations and decorative public spaces adding aesthetic value to the city's streetscapes and urban landscape,
showcasing creative expression and community gathering spots.

Vidhana Soudha Illluminations Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

The stunning nighttime light displays on the legislative building create a magical atmosphere. The white granite structure glows
brilliantly with over 3,600 lights, transforming it into a beacon visible from miles away. Evening strolls to view this spectacle are
popular with photographers and families.

Street Art & Murals notable
2 hours No Booking Needed

Bengaluru has become a vibrant street art hub with colorful murals adorning walls in neighborhoods like Indiranagar and
Koramangala. Local and international artists create thought-provoking artworks reflecting social themes, culture, and urban narratives.
These ever-changing installations provide excellent photography opportunities and showcase the city's creative spirit.

Public Gardens & Waterfront Installations notable
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Various artistic installations in parks and waterfronts including sculptures, fountains, and environmental art pieces. These public
artworks add cultural depth to recreational spaces, encouraging appreciation of contemporary art in everyday settings. Regular art
installations and temporary exhibitions rotate throughout the year.

Tips for Fountains & Public Art

e Photography enthusiasts should visit Vidhana Soudha at 8-9 PM for best lighting
e Street art locations change frequently; check local guides for latest murals

e Best photography of murals: morning light without harsh shadows

e Respect all artworks and avoid touching or vandalizing installations

Join guided art walks for deeper context about artworks and artists
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Transportation
Comprehensive transit information covering local transportation options, navigation tips, and logistical guidance for
seamless movement across the city and beyond.

Metro Rail System  Essential
Variable No Booking Needed

Bengaluru's modern metro system (BMRCL) with three operational lines covering major areas. The airport express line connects to
international airport efficiently. Metro is affordable, reliable, and less congested than road traffic. Smart cards (Vayu Vajra) and single
journey tokens available at stations. Operating hours: 5:30 AM - 11:00 PM. Plans available for 50+ stations.

Auto-Rickshaws & Taxis Essential
Variable No Booking Needed

Ubiquitous yellow auto-rickshaws (3-wheelers) are the most convenient short-distance transportation. Negotiate fares before
boarding or use app-based services (Uber, Ola) for metered rides. Taxis are available for longer distances. Both provide authentic
experiences and flexible routing through narrow streets and neighborhoods.

Buses & Local Transport Recommended
Variable No Booking Needed

BMTC operates extensive public bus network covering all major areas. Buses are economical though often crowded during peak
hours. Various routes cater to neighborhoods, markets, and tourist destinations. Vayu Vajra travel cards work on most routes. Air-
conditioned buses available on major routes for enhanced comfort.

Tips for Transportation

e Metro is best for reaching major attractions; plan routes via Google Maps
o Auto-rickshaws: Keep small change; avoid late-night solo rides

o Download app-based taxi apps (Uber, Ola) for convenient transportation
e During rush hours (8-10 AM, 5-7 PM), expect heavy traffic

e Carry printed maps or ensure phone battery for navigation

Practical Information

Ideal Months: October to February

Bengaluru enjoys a pleasant semi-arid climate with moderate temperatures year-round. The October to February
period is the best time to visit, with temperatures ranging from 15-28°C and low humidity. Clear skies and cool weather
make outdoor activities comfortable and enjoyable.

Weather Breakdown:

¢ October-November (Post-Monsoon): Pleasant weather, lush green landscapes, temperatures 20-28°C

o December-February (Peak Season): Cool, dry weather (15-25°C), perfect for sightseeing and outdoor activities

¢ March-May (Summer): Hot and dry (28-35°C), manageable with plenty of indoor activities and evening outings

¢ June-September (Monsoon): Heavy rainfall, cool weather (18-25°C), fewer tourists, lush greenery, some
attractions may be affected
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Festival Considerations: Diwali (Oct-Nov), Karnataka Rajyotsava (Nov 1), and New Year celebrations add cultural
vibrancy during winter months.

Getting Around Bengaluru

The city offers multiple transportation options for convenient movement. While no single system is perfect, combining
modes ensures flexibility and coverage.

Within City:

o Metro Rail (BMRCL): 3 lines, efficient, affordable (X10-40), operates 5:30 AM-11:00 PM. Best for longer distances
and major attractions.

o Auto-Rickshaws: Flexible, short-distance transport, negotiate fares (typically ¥50-150). Use Ola/Uber for app-
based booking with meter rates.

e Buses (BMTC): Extensive network, economical (X5-30), but crowded during peak hours. Good for experiencing
local culture.

e Taxis/Cabs: Uber and Ola apps provide convenient metered rides; rates higher than autos but with transparency.

Cycling: Bengaluru Bicycle Sharing (Namma Cycle) available in some areas; flat terrain ideal for cycling.

* Airport Transfer

e Metro Express: Direct connection to Kempegowda International Airport, fastest and most reliable (30 mins, X60)
o Airport Taxis: Pre-paid taxis available at airport; ride apps feasible from airport
« Hotel Transfers: Most hotels arrange airport pickups at reasonable rates

Tips:

e Avoid peak hours (8-10 AM, 5-7 PM) when traffic is heavy
e Use Google Maps for route planning and timing

e Negotiate auto fares beforehand or insist on meter

e Keep small currency for bus fares and tips

Shopping in Bengaluru

Bengaluru offers diverse shopping experiences from luxury malls to traditional markets, catering to all budgets and
preferences.

Shopping Zones:

¢ MG Road & Commercial Street: Premium brands, clothing, electronics, and footwear. Ideal for international
fashion and branded products.

e« Forum Mall & UB City: High-end shopping with luxury brands, dining, and entertainment.

o Indiranagar & Koramangala: Boutique shops, indie brands, cafés, and unique merchandise. Great for artisanal
and handcrafted items.

¢ Brigade Road: Fashion, accessories, cosmetics, and popular retail chains.

Traditional Markets:

o City Market (Chickpet): Historic market for fabrics, spices, and traditional goods. Experience authentic local
shopping.

« Bangalore City Market (Kempegowda Market): Vegetables, fruits, flowers, and daily essentials in a vibrant
atmosphere.

¢ Avenue Road: Antiques, handicrafts, and traditional art pieces.

What to Buy:

o Silk & Textile Products: Karnataka silk sarees, embroidered fabrics (famous from Mysore, available in
Bangalore)
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o Handicrafts & Art: Sandalwood crafts, rosewood sculptures, traditional paintings
e Spices: Organic spice blends, specialty teas (especially coffee from nearby Coorg)
e Souvenirs: Miniature paintings, wooden figurines, traditional pottery

¢ Fashion & Accessories: Contemporary wear, jewelry, and international brands

Shopping Tips:

e Most shops open 10 AM - 8 PM; malls till 10 PM

e Bargaining expected in traditional markets; fixed prices in malls

o Credit cards widely accepted; ATMs available at shopping centers

¢ Avoid shopping during peak hours (weekends, evenings) for better experience

o Tax-free shopping available for tourists with valid passport and minimum purchase

Festivals & Celebrations

Bengaluru celebrates diverse cultural festivals throughout the year, reflecting its multicultural character and religious
traditions.

Major Festivals:

Diwali (October-November): Festival of lights celebrated with fireworks, family gatherings, and special food.

Major festivities across the city.

o Dussehra (September-October): Victory celebrations with cultural programs, Golu (doll displays) in homes, and
community festivities.

e Holi (March-April): Festival of colors celebrated with colored powder, water play, and community meals. Vibrant

street celebrations.

Ugadi/Gudi Padwa (March-April): Kannada/Marathi New Year with cultural programs, traditional foods, and

temple visits.

Karnataka Rajyotsava (November 1): State foundation day with parades, cultural performances, and official

celebrations honoring Kannada culture.

o Christmas & New Year (December): International celebrations with special markets, events, and festive

decorations across the city.

Cultural Events:

e« Bengaluru Habba (March-April): Month-long festival showcasing art, music, dance, theater, and cultural
performances at various venues.

¢ Indian Classical Music Festivals: Regular concerts and festivals featuring Hindustani and Carnatic classical
music.

o Art Exhibitions & Gallery Shows: Regular contemporary art exhibitions, photography shows, and cultural
displays.

Temple Festivals:

o Bull Temple Chariot Festival (March): Procession with decorated chariot at Bull Temple, honoring Lord Nandi.
¢ ISKCON Temple Festivals: Janmashtami and Diwali celebrated with special prayers, cultural programs, and
community feasts.

Festival Tips:

e Book accommodations early during major festivals as city gets crowded
e Participate in community celebrations for authentic cultural experiences
e Check local websites for exact dates and event schedules

o Traffic increases during festival periods; plan commute accordingly
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Suggested Day-by-Day Itineraries

Day 1: Heritage & Monuments

e 8:00 AM: Early breakfast at a local café

e 9:00 AM: Visit Vidhana Soudha - explore exterior architecture and gardens (1.5 hours)

¢ 10:45 AM: Walk through Cubbon Park - enjoy morning freshness and landscaped gardens (1 hour)
e 12:00 PM: Visit Government Museum - explore sculptures, artifacts, natural history (2 hours)

e 2:00 PM: Lunch at local South Indian restaurant

¢ 3:30 PM: Visit Bull Temple - experience historic shrine and artistic details (45 mins)

e 4:30 PM: Explore Bangalore Fort area - historical walk through old streets (1 hour)

e 6:00 PM: Evening stroll and light snacks

e 7:30 PM: Return for dinner at a rooftop restaurant with city views

Day 2: Parks, Gardens & Nature

e 7:00 AM: Sunrise walk in Cubbon Park or Lal Bagh

e 8:00 AM: Breakfast with fresh fruit

¢ 9:00 AM: Explore Lal Bagh Botanical Garden - diverse plant species, glasshouse, ornamental lakes (2.5 hours)
¢ 11:30 AM: Visit nearby temple or heritage site

e 1:00 PM: Lunch at a garden café or nearby restaurant

e 2:30 PM: Ulsoor Lake - boating, bird watching, waterfront walk (1.5 hours)

e 4:00 PM: Visit a neighborhood café for refreshments

e 5:00 PM: Explore Indiranagar - boutique shops, galleries, street art (2 hours)

e 7:30 PM: Dinner at a trendy restaurant or street food area

Day 3: Art, Culture & Shopping

¢ 9:30 AM: Breakfast and morning coffee

¢ 10:00 AM: Visit National Gallery of Modern Art - contemporary art exhibitions (1.5 hours)

e 11:30 AM: Walk through MG Road - experience busy shopping district, window shopping (1 hour)
e 1:00 PM: Lunch at a popular chain restaurant or food court

e 2:30 PM: Explore Commercial Street - traditional shopping, local brands (1.5-2 hours)

e 4:30 PM: Café break and light snacks

¢ 5:30 PM: Visit ISKCON Temple - spiritual experience, cultural architecture (1.5 hours)

e 7:00 PM: Evening shopping or market exploration

e 8:00 PM: Dinner at a well-known restaurant in Koramangala

Day 4: Adventure & Local Experience

e 6:30 AM: Arranged heritage walk through old Bengaluru (2-3 hours) - explore street food, markets, historic lanes
¢ 9:30 AM: Breakfast at a traditional South Indian eatery

e 10:30 AM: Cycling tour or food walk experience (2-3 hours)

e 1:00 PM: Lunch from food tour recommendations or local spots

e 2:30 PM: Rest at hotel or visit a wellness center (spa, yoga)

e 4:00 PM: Visit street art areas - Indiranagar murals, contemporary installations (1 hour)

¢ 5:30 PM: Sunset view from a café or scenic spot

e 7:00 PM: Experience local market atmosphere or craft workshop

e 8:30 PM: Farewell dinner at a favorite discovered restaurant

Day 5: Day Trip - Nandi Hills

e 5:00 AM: Early departure (1-hour drive to Nandi Hills)

e 6:15 AM: Arrival for sunrise viewing from hilltop (spectacular views)
e 7:30 AM: Breakfast at a café with panoramic views

e 8:30 AM: Trekking or exploration of trails (2-3 hours)

¢ 11:00 AM: Visit adventure activities - paragliding, cycling (optional)
e 12:30 PM: Lunch at a local restaurant
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e 1:30 PM: Relaxation and photography

e 3:00 PM: Return journey to Bengaluru

¢ 4:30 PM: Rest before evening activities

e 6:00 PM: Final evening exploration or shopping
¢ 8:00 PM: Goodbye dinner

Itinerary Tips:

o Flexible timing allows for deeper exploration of favorite sites

e Book tours and activities in advance for better rates

e Stay hydrated and use sunscreen throughout the day

e Try both fine dining and street food for complete culinary experience
e Carry portable charger for mobile devices and cameras

Best Photography Locations & Timing
Golden Hour Photography (Sunrise/Sunset):

e Cubbon Park (6:00-7:00 AM or 5:30-6:30 PM): Beautiful light filtering through ancient trees, silhouettes of
joggers, morning mist. Best angle: dense tree canopy creating natural framing.

¢ Vidhana Soudha (7:00-7:30 AM or 6:30-7:30 PM): Stunning architectural details with soft golden light.
Evening illumination (8:00-9:00 PM) offers magical glow with intricate lighting.

e Ulsoor Lake (6:00-7:00 AM or 5:30-6:30 PM): Water reflections, silhouettes of boats, migratory birds.
Panoramic shots of the lake with surrounding trees.

Street Photography & Street Art:

¢ Indiranagar 100 Feet Road (9:00 AM, 5:00-7:00 PM): Street art murals, café culture, candid moments,
morning farmers' markets. Best when streets are lively but not overcrowded.

o Koramangala Street Art (10:00 AM-12:00 PM): Vibrant murals, contemporary installations, street vendors.
Cloudy days prevent harsh shadows on art.

o Street Food Scenes (6:00-8:00 PM): Bustling markets, street vendors, authentic local life. Evening light
captures energy and movement.

Architectural Photography:

o Bull Temple (9:00-11:00 AM): Intricate stone carvings, monolithic bull sculpture. Noon light for clear details;
avoid bright shadows.

« Bangalore Fort (8:00-10:00 AM or 4:00-5:00 PM): Heritage stone structures, archways, historical details.
Golden hour provides best textural depth.

e Christ Church (9:00-11:00 AM): Gothic architecture, stained glass details. Morning light beautifully illuminates
interior stained glass patterns.

Nature & Wildlife Photography:

o Lal Bagh Flower Garden (6:00-9:00 AM, 4:00-6:00 PM): Blooming flowers, ornamental plants, morning dew.
During flower shows (Jan, Aug) for maximum color and diversity.

o Bannerghatta National Park (6:00-7:30 AM safari, 4:00-5:30 PM): Wildlife, elephants, birds, scenic
landscapes. Early morning safaris offer best wildlife sightings and light.

¢ Nandi Hills (5:30-6:30 AM): Sunrise over hills, misty landscapes, scenic vistas. Clear weather provides best
panoramic shots.

Urban & Night Photography:

¢ Vidhana Soudha Evening Lights (8:00-9:30 PM): Illuminated building with stunning reflection and details.
Tripod recommended for sharp night shots.

¢ MG Road Evening (6:00-8:00 PM): City lights, busy street scenes, shop windows, street life. Golden hour
transitions to city lights.
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 Rooftop Bars & Restaurants (6:00-8:00 PM): City skyline, lights, sunset backdrop. Ideal for travel portraits and
cityscape shots.

Candid Moments & Culture:

o Local Markets (6:00-9:00 AM, 4:00-7:00 PM): Street vendors, shoppers, daily life, authentic culture. Seek
permission before photographing people respectfully.

e Temple Festivals (varies by festival): Colorful celebrations, rituals, community gatherings. Check festival dates
for planned photography.

e Café Culture (10:00 AM-12:00 PM, 4:00-7:00 PM): People, architecture, food presentation, lifestyle moments.

Photography Tips:

e Golden hour (first/last hour of sunlight) provides flattering, warm light

e Carry tripod for stable shots during golden hour and night photography

e Scout locations during daytime before shooting at golden hour

e Respect privacy and always seek permission before photographing people

e Cloudy days are excellent for even lighting without harsh shadows

e Use polarizing filter to enhance colors and reduce glare from water

¢ Visit monsoon season (Jun-Aug) for lush green photography with dramatic skies

Electrical Information

Voltage & Frequency:

¢ Voltage: 230-240 volts
e Frequency: 50 Hz

Plug Types:

India primarily uses Type D, E, and M plugs (rectangular/round holes configuration). Most hotels and accommodations
support multiple plug types.

e Type D: Three round pins in triangular arrangement (most common)
e Type M: Three round pins in straight line (less common)
e Type E: Round holes (common in some regions)

Adapters & Converters:

¢ Universal Adapter: Recommended for international travelers. Available at airports, hotels, and electronic stores
(X200-500)

e Voltage Converter: If your device is 110V-120V rated, carry a step-down converter. Most modern devices
(laptops, phones) are dual voltage (100-240V)

e Surge Protector: Power fluctuations occur; using surge-protected extension strips recommended

Power Reliability:

o City Supply: Generally reliable in central areas; occasional brief outages in peak summer
¢ Backup Systems: Hotels and offices have generators; uninterrupted power supply (UPS) common
¢ Recharge Facilities: Most cafés, restaurants, malls, and public spaces provide charging outlets

Tips:

e Carry a portable power bank for mobile charging while on the move

e Universal adapters available at all major electronics stores in city

e Check device voltage compatibility before bringing electrical items

o Carry adapter at all times; not all places have charging outlets

e Power strips with multiple outlets useful for charging multiple devices simultaneously

mycitytravelguide.com
Bengaluru Travel Guide - India




Food & Dining in Bengaluru

Must-Try Signature Dishes:

o Idli & Sambar: Steamed rice cakes with spicy lentil soup - breakfast staple representing South Indian cuisine.
Soft, light, and comfort food.

e Dosa: Crispy fermented rice crepes with potato filling and chutney. Various varieties: masala dosa, cheese dosa,
paneer dosa. A quintessential Bengaluru breakfast.

o Uttapam: Thick pancakes with vegetable toppings, served with sambar and chutney. Perfect breakfast or lunch
option.

« Bisi Bele Bath: Spiced rice dish with vegetables and gram flour spheres - typical Kannada comfort food with
complex flavors.

¢ Ragi Mudde: Finger millet balls served with leafy greens curry - nutritious traditional Kannada preparation.

o Chikhalwali: Traditional flatbread made from millet, served with ghee and accompaniments.

e Puris & Chikhalwali Holeige: Deep-fried bread with jaggery filling - popular Kannada sweet bread.

Popular Cuisines:

e South Indian: Idli, dosa, uttapam, rice dishes with gravies. Safe vegetarian options abundant. Try street food
joints and dedicated South Indian restaurants.

e Coastal Seafood: Fish curries, prawns, crab preparations with coconut and spice. Popular in beachside
restaurants and specialized seafood joints.

e Continental & Asian: Pasta, salads, Asian stir-fries. Wide variety in malls, cafés, and restaurant chains.

e North Indian: Tandoori preparations, biryanis, curries. Available in dedicated restaurants and food courts.

¢ Chinese & Asian Fusion: Noodles, fried rice, momos, spring rolls. Popular in casual dining establishments across
city.

Street Food & Local Favorites:

e Chaat: Sev puri, pani puri, bhel puri from street vendors - savory snacks with tangy tamarind water
e Vada Pav: Deep-fried potato dumpling with curry - popular Mumbai-origin snack widely available

« Pav Bhaji: Spiced vegetable curry with soft bread rolls - filling street food meal

e Biryani: Fragrant rice dish with meat or vegetables - available from dedicated biryani restaurants

o Masala Dosa from Street Vendors: Authentic, crispy, affordable dosas prepared in front of you

Beverages & Sweets:

o Filter Coffee: Traditional South Indian coffee in steel containers - strong, aromatic, served with biscuits
o Fresh Sugarcane Juice: Freshly pressed at street stalls - refreshing, available year-round

¢ Coconut Water: Fresh coconut served directly - hydrating, tropical refreshment

¢ Mysore Pak: Rich gram flour sweet from nearby Mysore - signature dessert available in sweet shops

¢ Gulab Jamun: Soft milk solids dumpling in sugar syrup - classic Indian dessert

Dining Recommendations:

o Budget Eating: Street food stalls, local restaurants - budget ¥100-300 per meal

¢« Mid-Range: Casual dining chains, neighborhood restaurants - budget ¥300-800 per meal

e Fine Dining: Upscale restaurants in malls, hotels - budget 1000+ per person

 Vegetarian Options: Abundantly available; many pure vegetarian restaurants and 'veg' sections in mixed
restaurants

¢ Vegan Friendly: Growing vegan scene in Indiranagar, Koramangala with dedicated vegan cafés

Dining Etiquette & Tips:

¢ Remove shoes before eating in traditional settings and temples

Eating with right hand is customary in traditional Indian meals

e Tipping not mandatory but 10% appreciated in formal restaurants

o Water quality from municipal sources is generally safe but bottled water recommended
Spice levels vary; request 'less spicy' if unaccustomed to Indian cuisine heat
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e Vegetarian restaurants maintain meat-free cooking practices
e Most restaurants have AC and restroom facilities
e Credit cards widely accepted; cash useful for street food and small shops

Tourist Passes
Bengaluru Tourist Pass

A comprehensive tourist pass providing entry to major museums and attractions with significant savings. Includes
access to Government Museum, Visvesvaraya Museum, and select government attractions. Typically available for 24, 48,
or 72-hour validity. Savings: Up to 40% discount on cumulative entry fees when visiting multiple attractions.
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www.museumsofkarnataka.gov.in

Namma Cycle Membership

A bike-sharing program for eco-friendly city exploration. Affordable membership (X99-999/month) with unlimited access
to bicycles at docking stations across the city. Perfect for short distances, park explorations, and environmentally
conscious travel. Benefits: First 30 minutes free with annual membership; flat rate for longer durations.

www.nammacycle.com

BMRC Vayu Vajra Card

A rechargeable smart card for metro and bus travel offering convenience and modest discounts on fares. Single
journey costs X10-40; monthly unlimited passes available (2000+). Advantages: No waiting for cash transactions,
balance tracking via app, valid across metro lines and BMTC buses.

www.bmrcmetro.gov.in
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