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Things to do in Hyderabad

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures that define Hyderabad's skyline and historical significance, showcasing Mughal and Nizami architecture.

EEE

Charminar wmust see
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Hyderabad's most iconic landmark built in 1591 by Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah. This 56-meter high monument features four grand
arches and intricate latticed windows. The bustling bazaar surrounding it is famous for pearls, bangles, and traditional crafts. Climbing
to the top offers panoramic views of the old city.

Golconda Fort  must see
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

A colossal fortress spread over 87 acres, built in the 13th century. Famous for its acoustics, intelligent architecture, and connection
to the legendary Koh-i-Noor diamond. The fort features seven concentric walls, granaries, mosques, and panoramic views from the
summit. Evening light-and-sound show depicts its rich history.

Chowmahalla Palace Top Pick
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A magnificent royal palace built in the 18th century by the Nizams of Hyderabad. Features twelve grand courtyards, three stories,
and opulent architecture blending Mughal, European, and Persian styles. The palace houses stunning artifacts, royal carriages, and
priceless antiques reflecting the wealth and grandeur of Nizam rule.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

e Visit Charminar early morning to avoid crowds and heat

e Hire a guide at Golconda Fort to understand its acoustic engineering

e Book evening light show at Golconda Fort in advance during peak season
e Wear comfortable shoes for exploring these monuments
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Museums & Galleries

World-class museums housing rare collections of art, artifacts, and historical treasures spanning centuries.

Salarjung Museum  Must See
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

One of the world's largest private collections with over 43,000 artifacts from across the globe. Houses Egyptian mummies,
Chinese porcelain, Persian carpets, European sculptures, and Indian miniature paintings. The museum's jade collection and ornate
furniture showcase exquisite craftsmanship from various civilizations.

Ramoji Film City Top pick Book Ahead
4-5 hours Book Ahead

World's largest film studio complex spanning 1,666 acres offering guided tours of movie sets, stunt demonstrations, and live
performances. Visitors can explore authentic replicas of monuments, villages, and historical periods. The facility provides insight into
Indian cinema production with interactive exhibits and themed attractions.

Telangana State Museum notable
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Showcases the cultural and natural heritage of Telangana state with exhibits on tribal art, textiles, pottery, and ancient sculptures.
Features impressive collections of Mughal period artifacts, bronze statuary, and historical weapons. The museum provides insights into
the region's diverse cultural traditions and lifestyle.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Book Ramoji Film City tickets online for discounts

e Visit Salarjung Museum early to fully appreciate its vast collection

e Photography restrictions apply in some museum sections

e Guided tours enhance understanding of artifacts and their historical context
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Religious Sites

Sacred places of worship reflecting diverse religious traditions and spiritual heritage of Hyderabad.

Mecca Masjid  Must see
1 hour No Booking Needed

One of the world's largest mosques with a courtyard accommodating 10,000 worshippers. Built in the 17th century, it features
stunning Indo-Islamic architecture with high arches and intricate decorative work. Contains a holy relic of Prophet Muhammad's
hair. The Friday prayers here are a major congregational gathering.

Birla Mandir Top Pick
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A stunning white marble temple dedicated to Lord Venkateswara, perched on a hilltop offering panoramic city views. Built in the
1970s with intricate carvings and architectural elegance. The temple features meditation chambers, ornamental gardens, and hosts
major Hindu festivals. Popular for both spiritual seekers and tourists seeking serene environment.

Ramakrishna Mission nNotable
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A serene spiritual center dedicated to Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Swami Vivekananda. Features meditation halls,
philosophical library, and conducts regular spiritual discourses and yoga sessions. The peaceful ambiance and well-maintained
gardens make it ideal for spiritual seekers and those seeking tranquility away from city hustle.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Respect prayer timings and customs when visiting religious sites

e Remove footwear before entering temples and prayer halls

e Dress modestly, covering shoulders and knees

e Photography may be restricted in inner sanctums—seek permission
¢ Visit early morning for a peaceful experience
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Parks & Gardens

Lush green spaces and botanical gardens providing respite and recreational opportunities in the city.

Osman Sagar Lake Top pick
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A picturesque artificial lake surrounded by verdant hills and gardens, built in the 16th century. Popular spot for boating, picnicking,
and water sports. The surrounding area features landscaped gardens, walking trails, and viewpoints offering breathtaking sunset
views. Home to migratory birds making it ideal for bird watchers during winter months.

Necklace Road Top Pick
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A scenic promenade encircling Hussain Sagar lake in a figure-eight pattern, stretching 6.2 kilometers. Popular for evening walks,
jogging, and cycling with well-maintained pathways, street vendors, and lakeside restaurants. Beautiful twilight views, gentle breeze,
and cafes make it perfect for unwinding. The road connects several parks and recreational areas.

Botanical Gardens notable
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Sprawling 120-acre garden showcasing diverse plant species, ornamental flowers, and themed sections including herb gardens and
rose gardens. Features scenic pathways, fountains, and shaded rest areas. Ideal for nature lovers and families, offering peaceful
environment for walks, photography, and relaxation amidst natural beauty.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

o Visit parks early morning for cool weather and fresh air

e Wear sunscreen and carry water for outdoor activities

e Necklace Road is best explored during evening hours for sunset views

e Bring binoculars for bird watching during migration season (November-February)
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Squares & Streets

Vibrant public spaces and bustling streets that form the heart of Hyderabad's cultural and commercial life.

o

=
Old City Bazaar Top Pick :
2-3 hours No Booking Needed (=

Map

Historic marketplace around Charminar famous for traditional crafts, pearl jewelry, and bangles. Narrow winding streets filled with
shops selling intricately designed bangles in glass, metal, and lac. The bazaar buzzes with vendors, artisans, and tourists creating an
authentic cultural experience. Street food vendors serve traditional Hyderabadi delicacies.

Laad Bazaar Top Pick
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Legendary shopping street renowned for its colorful glass bangles and traditional jewelry. Located near Charminar, it's the oldest
bangle market in India with hundreds of shops displaying vibrant designs. Visitors can watch artisans crafting bangles and negotiate
prices in this lively marketplace that represents centuries of traditional craftsmanship.

(=]
Tank Bund notable
1-2 hours No Booking Needed [=]

Map

A public thoroughfare connecting Necklace Road with scenic promenade around Hussain Sagar lake. Features monuments, fountains,
and recreational spaces. The embankment hosts cultural events, exhibitions, and gatherings. Popular for evening strolls with good
views of the lake and surrounding areas, plus numerous food stalls and restaurants.

Tips for Squares & Streets

e Explore Old City Bazaar early morning for better shopping experience and fewer crowds
e Bargaining is common practice in traditional bazaars—negotiate respectfully

e Carry small bills and avoid large valuables in crowded market areas

o Street food vendors are excellent for authentic local cuisine

Visit weekdays for quieter bazaar experience than weekends
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Day Trips & Excursions
Nearby destinations offering diverse experiences from historical sites to natural wonders within easy reach from
Hyderabad.

Warangal Fort & Thousand Pillar Temple  Top pick
Full day trip (8-10 hours) No Booking Needed

Located 150 kilometers from Hyderabad, this ancient fort showcases stellar examples of Kakatiyan architecture. The Thousand Pillar
Temple with intricate stone carvings depicts religious sculpture mastery. The site offers insights into medieval Telangana history and
features carved archways, royal chambers, and temples within fortified walls.

Tirupati Temple TopPrick  Book Ahead
Full day trip or overnight Book Ahead

Located 150 kilometers away in Andhra Pradesh, this sacred temple dedicated to Lord Venkateswara atop Venkatachalam hills
attracts millions of pilgrims annually. One of world's wealthiest temples with stunning architecture, intricate carvings, and elaborate
rituals. The hilltop location provides panoramic views and spiritual atmosphere with well-organized pilgrimage facilities.

Nagarjuna Sagar Dam  nNotable
Full day trip (8-10 hours) Book Ahead

One of India's largest dams located 145 kilometers southwest, spanning the Krishna River. Features an impressive engineering feat
with scenic surroundings, boat rides, and ancient Buddhist heritage sites. The dam area offers views of water sports, historic
museums, and nearby islands with archaeological significance reflecting ancient Buddhist civilization.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

¢ Book accommodations in advance for overnight trips to popular destinations
e Travel early morning to maximize sightseeing time

e Hire taxis or join organized tours for safety and convenience

e Carry water, snacks, and appropriate clothing for varying weather conditions
e Check road conditions and weather before planning day trips
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and specialized activities offering unique perspectives and interactive engagement with Hyderabad's
culture.

Heritage Walking Tour TopPick  Book Ahead
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Guided walking tours through historic Old City exploring Charminar, bazaars, mosques, and traditional neighborhoods. Expert guides
share stories of Nizam era, architectural significance, and cultural traditions. Tours include visits to heritage structures, interaction
with local artisans, and tasting traditional street food. Small group sizes ensure personalized experience.

Lake Boating Activities TopPrick  Book Ahead
1-2 hours Book Ahead

Boat rides on Hussain Sagar and Osman Sagar lakes offering scenic views and water-based recreation. Options include paddleboats,
speedboats, and traditional rowing boats. Sunset boating provides romantic experience with city skyline views. Water sports
enthusiasts can enjoy jet skiing, kayaking, and fishing activities during designated seasons.

Culinary Food Tour nNotable
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Guided gastronomic journey sampling authentic Hyderabadi biryani, haleem, kebabs, and traditional sweets from heritage restaurants
and street vendors. Food experts provide insights into regional recipes, spice blends, and cooking techniques passed through
generations. Tours include cooking demonstrations and opportunities to taste dishes in family-run establishments.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book tours through reputable companies or hotels for safety and quality
e Morning tours offer cooler weather and better photography conditions

e Carry cash for tipping guides and purchasing street food

e Wear comfortable footwear for walking tours lasting several hours

e Request English-speaking guides in advance if needed

Practical Information

October to February is the ideal time to visit Hyderabad. Weather is pleasant with temperatures ranging from 15-25°C,
making it comfortable for outdoor exploration. November to January offers the best conditions with cool breezes and
clear skies perfect for sightseeing. Avoid May to September when temperatures soar above 40°C and monsoon rains
occur. Major festivals like Ramzan, Diwali, and local celebrations occur during cooler months adding cultural richness to
your visit.

Getting Around Hyderabad

Metro Rail: Hyderabad Metro covers major areas with affordable fares and modern facilities. Perfect for quick city
traversals.

Local Buses: Comprehensive public bus network operated by RTC with routes covering all important destinations.
Budget-friendly option for locals and tourists.
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Taxis & Auto-rickshaws: Metered taxis and auto-rickshaws available throughout city. Negotiate fares before boarding or
use ride-sharing apps like Uber and Ola for transparent pricing.

Rental Vehicles: Car rentals with drivers available for day trips and extended sightseeing. Motorcycle rentals available
for adventurous travelers.

Airport Transfer: Rajiv Gandhi International Airport is 25 kilometers away. Pre-arranged transfers, taxis, and buses
available for connectivity.

* Airport Transfer
Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (HYD) to city center:

e Pushpak AC Bus: TSRTC airport bus to Secunderabad or Gachibowli in about 60 minutes, fare around Rs 280

e Prepaid Taxi: Official prepaid taxi counter to Banjara Hills or Hitech City in 45 to 60 minutes, roughly Rs 800

o App-based Cab: Ola or Uber pickup from the designated stand, about 45 minutes to central Hyderabad for Rs 500
to Rs 700

o Private Transfer: Pre-booked car with driver waiting at arrivals, fixed rate near Rs 1200 to major hotels

Shopping in Hyderabad

Traditional Items: Pearls, glass bangles, traditional textiles, and brass handicrafts from Old City bazaars. Laad Bazaar
famous for colorful bangles, Charminar area for pearls and traditional jewelry.

Modern Shopping: Inorbit Mall, Phoenix Market City, and Hyderabad Central offer international and Indian brands,
electronics, and fashion.

Bargaining Tips: In traditional bazaars, bargaining is expected and part of shopping culture. Start at 30-40% below
asking price and negotiate respectfully. Fixed prices apply in modern malls.

Local Handicrafts: Bidri ware (inlaid metalwork), Nirmal toys, and traditional pottery available at government
emporiums. Government shops offer authenticity guarantee and fixed prices.

Best Areas: Charminar and surroundings for authentic experiences, KBH Park and Banjara Hills for modern shopping
centers.

Festivals & Events in Hyderabad

Ramzan: Holy month of fasting observed with evening prayers and special food preparations. Old City comes alive with
lights and festive fervor. Dates vary yearly based on lunar calendar.

Eid: Muslim festival celebrated after Ramzan with prayers, feasts, and family gatherings. Mecca Masjid hosts large
congregational prayers.

Diwali (October-November): Festival of lights celebrated with fireworks, decorations, and traditional sweets. Markets
and homes illuminated with oil lamps and electric lights.

Bathukamma (September-October): Telangana's unique flower festival exclusively celebrated here with women
creating flower formations. Includes traditional dances and celebrations.

Bheemini: Ancient gaming event and fair held near Golconda Fort celebrating cultural traditions through competitions
and performances.

Tech Festivals: HITEX and various tech conferences occur year-round reflecting city's modern innovation culture.

Sample Day-by-Day Itineraries

Day 1 - Historic Hyderabad: Start at Charminar (early morning to beat crowds), explore surrounding Laad Bazaar for
shopping. Visit Mecca Masjid. Lunch at Old City restaurants. Afternoon visit Salarjung Museum. Evening stroll on Necklace
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Road with sunset views.

Day 2 - Monuments & Palaces: Drive to Golconda Fort (book light show in advance). Spend morning exploring fort's
ruins, walls, and courtyards. Lunch at nearby restaurants. Afternoon visit Chowmahalla Palace to experience royal
grandeur and artifacts. Evening return to city.

Day 3 - Spiritual Journey: Visit Birla Mandir early morning for peaceful temple experience. Explore Ramakrishna Mission
for meditation. Visit local Hindu temples. Afternoon spend time at Osman Sagar Lake for boating and sunset. Experience
spiritual tranquility mixed with natural beauty.

Day 4 - Modern & Nature: Visit Ramoji Film City with guided tours (book tickets online). Explore movie sets, stunt
demonstrations, and themed attractions. Afternoon visit Hyderabad Botanical Gardens for relaxation. Evening spend time
on Tank Bund or Necklace Road.

Day 5 - Culture & Cuisine: Join heritage walking tour through Old City with local guide. Visit artisan workshops and
traditional craft centers. Participate in cooking class or food tour sampling authentic biryani and kebabs. Explore weekend
markets if available. Evening cultural performance or classical music concert if available.

Best Photography Locations

Charminar: Shoot from multiple angles for best architectural views. Early morning light provides soft illumination.
Evening with street lights offers vibrant cityscape. Rooftop perspectives show the monument's full glory.

Golconda Fort: Sunset views from the fort summit are spectacular. Dawn photography captures the fort bathed in golden
light. Drone photography possible from outside fort boundaries (check regulations). Textured stone walls offer interesting
close-up shots.

Osman Sagar Lake: Golden hour (sunrise and sunset) provides best lighting. Reflection shots on calm water surface are
stunning. Monsoon season creates dramatic cloud formations. Bird photography opportunities during winter migration.

Necklace Road: Evening and night photography offers beautiful lakeside illumination. Street lights create romantic
ambiance. Twilight captures blend of natural and artificial light perfectly.

Birla Mandir: White marble temple glows beautifully during evening hours. Symmetrical architecture ideal for
composition-heavy photography. Hilltop location provides city backdrop for temple shots.

Old City Streets: Vibrant street vendor shots capture authentic culture. Narrow lanes provide interesting shadows and
perspectives. Market colors during daytime offer vivid subject matter. Request permission before photographing people.

Electrical Information for Travelers
Voltage: India operates on 230V AC, 50Hz electrical standard.

Plug Types: Primarily Type D (three round pins in triangular pattern) and Type M (three round pins in line)
sockets used in India. Type A and C also found in some modern establishments.

Adapters: Universal travel adapters recommended for bringing foreign devices. Available at airports, hotel reception
desks, and electronic shops throughout city. Budget adapters cost 100-300 INR.

Power Reliability: Generally reliable in central areas and hotels. Occasional power cuts possible in periphery areas. Most
hotels have backup generators. Keep power banks charged for emergencies.

Appliances: Modern hotels provide bedside charging points. Voltage stabilizers often used for expensive equipment
protection. Voltage fluctuations possible during peak hours.
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Must-Try Dishes & Dining Tips

Hyderabadi Biryani: Famous rice dish with meat, slow-cooked with spices and herbs. Premium meat biryani available at
specialized restaurants. Street versions offer authentic taste at budget prices.

Haleem: Slow-cooked meat stew with wheat grains and spices. Specialty during Ramzan month. Rich, flavorful dish
requiring 6-7 hours of cooking. Traditional preparation method still followed by authentic vendors.

Kebabs: Seek (shami kebab), shammi kebab, and fish kebabs famous Hyderabadi preparations. Available at street
vendors and restaurants. Served with mint chutney and lemon.

Nihari: Slow-cooked meat gravy served with bread. Breakfast specialty consumed by locals. Rich flavors from long
cooking process and spice blend.

Samosas & Pakoras: Vegetarian snacks available at every street corner. Served hot with chutney accompaniments.
Budget-friendly authentic food option.

Dining Tips: Street food generally safe if consumed at busy vendor stalls ensuring fresh preparation. Avoid raw salads at
roadside places. Drinking water should be bottled or boiled. Tap water not recommended for foreigners. Vegetarian
options widely available. Bargain prices before consuming street food.

Tourist Passes
Integrated Heritage Pass

Comprehensive pass providing free entry to major monuments including Charminar, Golconda Fort, Chowmahalla
Palace, and select museums. Valid for 3 consecutive days. Offers savings of 50-60% on individual tickets. Includes
city map and detailed guide. Advance booking available through tourism department.

www.telangana.gov.in

Museum Combo Pass

Provides access to Salarjung Museum, Telangana State Museum, and Ramoji Film City at discounted rates. Valid
for 7 days from first use. Approximately 30% cheaper than individual tickets. Purchase at museum counters or tourist
information centers. Includes audio guides for enhanced experience.

salarjungmuseum.org
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