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Things to do in Kolkata

Landmarks & Monuments

Iconic structures that define Kolkata's skyline and represent its historical significance and architectural heritage.
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Victoria Memorial Must see

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
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A stunning white marble monument built in 1906 honoring Queen Victoria. This architectural masterpiece features Indo-British design
with beautifully manicured gardens. The museum inside houses historical artifacts, photographs, and royal memorabilia spanning
several centuries.

Howrah Bridge Must see

30 minutes-1 hour No Booking Needed

An iconic cantilever bridge opened in 1943, connecting Kolkata and Howrah. This architectural marvel is one of the busiest bridges in
the world. The bridge offers stunning views of the Hooghly River and is particularly magical during sunset and evening illumination.

St. Paul's Cathedral Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

A magnificent Gothic-style cathedral built in 1847 featuring stunning stained glass windows and intricate architectural details. The
cathedral's impressive interior with high vaulted ceilings and decorative elements makes it one of India's finest churches and a serene
spiritual space.

Belur Math Top pick
2 hours No Booking Needed

The headquarters of the Ramakrishna Mission, situated on the banks of the Hooghly River. This sacred temple complex blends Hindu,
Christian, and Islamic architectural elements. Visitors can explore serene courtyards, meditation halls, and learn about the spiritual
teachings of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

e Visit Victoria Memorial early morning to avoid crowds

¢ Howrah Bridge is best photographed during sunset

e Respect prayer times when visiting religious monuments
o Wear comfortable walking shoes for temple complexes
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Museums & Galleries

World-class collections showcasing art, history, science, and culture spanning ancient to contemporary periods.
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Indian Museum  Must see
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

One of Asia's oldest and largest museums, established in 1814. Houses an extensive collection including Egyptian mummies, Indian
sculptures, artifacts from ancient civilizations, and Bengal School of Art paintings. The museum's galleries span geological specimens
to historical weaponry.

e 88 Academy of Fine Arts  Top pick
: 1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A prestigious institution founded in 1933 featuring galleries with works by legendary Bengal School artists including Abanindranath
Tagore and Jamini Roy. The academy displays contemporary Indian art, sculptures, and regularly hosts exhibitions showcasing
emerging and established artists.

Science City TopPick  Book Ahead
3-4 hours Book Ahead

An interactive science museum featuring hands-on exhibits, an IMAX theater, and planetarium. Visitors can explore topics ranging
from space exploration and dinosaurs to human biology. The museum is designed for both children and adults with engaging
demonstrations and educational displays.

National Library nNotable
2 hours No Booking Needed

India's largest library with over 2 million books in its collection. Located in a heritage building on the Hooghly riverbank, it houses rare
manuscripts, historical documents, and first editions. The library offers a peaceful reading environment with stunning views of the
river.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Photography may be restricted in some galleries

e Book Science City tickets online to skip queues

e Most museums are closed on Mondays

e Allow extra time for large museums like Indian Museum

mycitytravelguide.com
Kolkata Travel Guide - India




Religious Sites

Sacred temples and spiritual centers representing Kolkata's deep religious heritage and architectural magnificence.
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Kalighat Kali Temple must see
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

One of India's most important pilgrimage sites dedicated to Goddess Kali. This ancient temple features intricate carvings and vibrant
religious atmosphere. The temple's inner sanctum houses the sacred shrine, and the surrounding area bustles with devotees, rituals,
and traditional Bengali worship practices.

g Dakshineswar Kali Temple must see
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Built in 1855 by Rani Rashmoni, this ornate temple sits on the banks of the Hooghly River. Famous as the spiritual home of Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, the temple features intricate carvings, beautiful courtyards, and serene riverside location. Devotees
come to experience its peaceful spiritual ambiance.

Nakhoda Mosque Top pick
1 hour No Booking Needed

One of India's largest mosques built in 1925 featuring impressive Indo-Saracenic architecture with twin minarets. The mosque can
accommodate 10,000 worshippers and serves as a major religious center. Visitors can admire the ornate design, spacious prayer halls,
and peaceful courtyard.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Remove footwear before entering temple sanctums
e Respect prayer schedules and timings

e Dress modestly at all religious sites

e Early morning visits offer tranquil experiences
Photography may be prohibited in certain areas
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Parks & Gardens

Green spaces offering respite from urban life with recreational facilities, botanical collections, and scenic natural beauty.
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Victoria Memorial Garden MustSee
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Beautifully landscaped gardens surrounding the Victoria Memorial featuring manicured lawns, flower beds, and tree-lined paths. The
gardens provide a peaceful retreat with stunning views of the monument and are perfect for leisurely walks, photography, and
enjoying Kolkata's pleasant weather during cooler months.

Rabindra Sarovar Top pick
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A scenic lake in South Kolkata surrounded by walking paths and green spaces. Named after poet Rabindranath Tagore, the lake is a
favorite spot for morning walks, jogging, and evening strolls. The surrounding park features open spaces for recreation and peaceful
spots for relaxation amid nature.

Alipore Zoo TopPick  Book Ahead
2-3 hours Book Ahead
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One of India's oldest zoos established in 1876, housing diverse animal species including Bengal tigers, lions, leopards, and various bird
species. The zoo features well-maintained enclosures, educational signage, and a serene environment spread across 45 acres with
gardens and landscaped pathways.

Birla Mandir notable
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A marble temple dedicated to Lord Krishna and Radha, featuring stunning white marble architecture. Situated in South Kolkata, the
temple complex includes beautifully carved pillars, intricate stone work, and peaceful courtyards. The temple offers panoramic city
views and maintains a serene devotional atmosphere.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

e Visit gardens early morning for fresh air and bird watching

e Bring water and sun protection for outdoor activities

e Z00 tickets are affordable for both local and international visitors
e Evening walks at Rabindra Sarovar are particularly pleasant
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Distinctive districts offering unique atmospheres, shopping experiences, and insights into Kolkata's local culture.

College Street Must see
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Historic street famous as the intellectual hub of Kolkata with numerous bookstores, cafes, and educational institutions. This vibrant
area has inspired writers and intellectuals for over a century. Lined with old bookshops and coffee houses, it captures the essence of
Bengali literary culture and remains a beloved gathering spot.
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New Market mustsee

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Kolkata's premier shopping destination featuring clothing, accessories, household items, and food products. Built in 1874, this bustling
marketplace combines traditional Indian shopping experience with modern retail. Visitors can explore narrow lanes packed with
vendors, negotiate prices, and discover authentic Bengali products.

Park Street Top pick
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

One of Kolkata's most famous and upscale streets featuring restaurants, bars, boutiques, and historic landmarks. The street comes
alive in evenings with vibrant nightlife and dining options. Park Street encapsulates modern Kolkata while preserving colonial-era
buildings and charming heritage cafes.

Kumartuli  1op pick
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

The traditional artisan potter's quarter where craftsmen create clay idols and religious figures. This neighborhood is especially vibrant
during Durga Puja season when artists craft enormous temporary structures. Visitors can observe the creative process, purchase
handmade artifacts, and experience authentic Bengali craftsmanship.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

e College Street is best visited in afternoons

e Bargaining is common practice at New Market

e Park Street offers diverse dining options for all budgets

o Visit Kumartuli during Durga Puja preparation season for best experience
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Tours & Activities

Guided experiences and interactive activities that provide deeper insights into Kolkata's culture, literature, and heritage.

Durga Puja Tour MustSee  Book Ahead
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Specialized tours during autumn festival season showcasing elaborate temporary structures, artistic pandals, and religious
celebrations. Guides lead visitors through different puja grounds explaining traditions, artistic themes, and cultural significance. An
immersive experience capturing the essence of Bengali celebration and community spirit.

Literary Walking Tours TopPick  Book Ahead
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Curated walks exploring Kolkata's rich literary heritage visiting locations associated with famous writers and poets. Tours include sites
connected to Rabindranath Tagore, Bankim Chandra, and contemporary authors. Expert guides share stories of the literary
renaissance and cultural movements that shaped Bengal's intellectual history.

Hooghly River Cruise TopPick  Book Ahead
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Scenic boat tours along the historic Hooghly River offering panoramic views of Kolkata's skyline, bridges, and riverside landmarks.
Evening cruises provide particularly stunning views with city lights reflecting on water. Some tours include dining options and musical
performances for enhanced experience.

Photography Walks notable
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Professional-led tours focusing on capturing Kolkata's street life, architecture, and cultural moments. Guides share photography
techniques while exploring photogenic locations. Tours cater to different skill levels and showcase aspects of the city often missed by
casual visitors.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book tours in advance, especially during festival season

o Wear comfortable clothes and sturdy walking shoes

e Evening river cruises offer best photographic opportunities
e Durga Puja tours require scheduling during festival weeks
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Day Trips & Excursions

Nearby destinations accessible from Kolkata offering diverse experiences from adventure to spiritual retreats.
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Sundarbans  Must see Book Ahead
2-3 days Book Ahead

UNESCO World Heritage Site featuring the world's largest mangrove forest home to the endangered Bengal tiger. Located 80km from
Kolkata, this natural wonder spans across India and Bangladesh. Visitors explore via boat safaris observing diverse wildlife, pristine
nature, and experiencing one of Earth's unique ecosystems in its natural habitat.

Darjeeling  Must see
3-4 days No Booking Needed

A picturesque hill station 350km away known for tea gardens and Himalayan views. Famous for Darjeeling tea plantations, the town
offers serene landscape, cool climate, and adventure activities. Visitors can explore tea gardens, enjoy mountain vistas, visit
monasteries, and experience the unique blend of local cultures.

Shantiniketan Top pick
1-2 days No Booking Needed

University town 160km away founded by Rabindranath Tagore featuring his residence and cultural institutions. This destination
celebrates Bengali art, music, and philosophy through museums, galleries, and performances. Visitors experience Tagore's legacy,
explore beautiful campus grounds, and participate in cultural events.

Digha Top Pick
1-2 days No Booking Needed

Popular beach destination 180km away featuring sandy beaches and water sports. This coastal town is perfect for relaxation,
swimming, and beach activities. Attractions include sea beaches, fish markets, fresh seafood restaurants, and peaceful seaside
environment away from city hustle.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Sundarbans require advance permits and tour operators
o Darjeeling best visited October-November for weather

e Book accommodation in advance during peak season

e Shantiniketan closes on Mondays for some institutions
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Practical Information

Best Time to Visit

October to February is the ideal period with pleasant weather, lower humidity, and comfortable temperatures (15-
28°C). This season aligns with major festivals including Durga Puja (September-October) and Kolkata Book Fair (January-
February). March to May experiences high temperatures (28-38°C) and is less comfortable for sightseeing. June to
September brings monsoon rains, making outdoor activities challenging but offering lush green landscapes.

Peak Tourist Season: October-November sees maximum visitors when weather is optimal and festivals occur. Book
accommodations in advance during this period.

Getting Around Kolkata

¢ Metro Rail: Efficient, air-conditioned system covering major tourist spots. Tokens or smart cards available at
stations. Operates 6 AM-10:30 PM.

o Buses: Extensive public bus network covering entire city. Board from designated bus stops. Air-conditioned and
non-AC options available.

o Yellow Taxis: Metered taxis available throughout city. Negotiate fare in advance if meter unavailable. Can

arrange through hotels.

Auto-rickshaws: Three-wheeled vehicles for short distances. Metered or negotiable fares. Common in residential

areas.
o Cycle-rickshaws: Traditional transport in older parts of city. Scenic but slower option for short distances.
Rental Cabs: Apps and agencies offer self-drive or chauffeur options. Useful for multi-day city tours.

Ferries: River ferries across Hooghly River connecting Kolkata and Howrah. Economical and scenic option.

* Airport Transfer
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Airport (CCU) to city center:

e Prepaid Taxi: Government-booth taxi to central Kolkata in about 45 minutes, roughly ¥400-500

¢ WBTC AC Volvo Bus: Airport bus to Esplanade or Howrah in 60-90 minutes depending on traffic, around ¥40-60
o App Cab (Ola/Uber): Door-to-door ride to city center in 40-60 minutes, typically ¥350-600

e Private Transfer: Pre-booked car with driver to your hotel in 45 minutes, fixed rate around ¥1200-1500

Shopping & Souvenirs
Must-Buy Items:

e Sarees: Bengal cotton sarees, Baluchari sarees with intricate designs

o Handicrafts: Terracotta items from Kumartuli, hand-painted Kalighat paintings
o Darjeeling Tea: Premium tea varieties with authentic packaging

« Rajasthani Textiles: Colorful fabrics and wall hangings

o Artisan Products: Brass items, wooden furniture, bamboo crafts

¢ Jewelry: Traditional Bengali ornaments and contemporary designs

Shopping Areas:

e New Market: Traditional shopping hub with clothing, accessories, household items
o« Rabindra Sarani: Street shopping for textiles, fabrics, and traditional wear

e South City & Acropolis: Modern malls with international and Indian brands

o Dharmatala Street: Electronics and gadgets

o Kumartuli: Authentic artisan clay handicrafts

Bargaining Tips: Bargaining is normal at street markets and traditional shops. Expect to negotiate 20-30% off initial
prices. Fixed pricing at malls and branded stores.
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Annual Events & Festivals

 Durga Puja (September-October): Most important festival featuring elaborate pandals, cultural programs, and
religious celebrations across the city. Transforms Kolkata into festival hub.

o Kolkata Book Fair (January-February): Asia's largest book fair attracting publishers, authors, and readers. Held
at Victoria Memorial grounds with week-long celebrations.

o Kali Puja (November): Sacred festival at Kalighat Temple with processions and rituals honoring Goddess Kali.

« Rabindra Jayanti (May): Celebration of poet Rabindranath Tagore's birth with cultural programs, exhibitions, and
seminars.

¢ Poila Boishakh (April): Bengali New Year celebrated with processions, music, and cultural events at Rabindra
Sarovar.

¢ Holi (March): Festival of colors celebrated enthusiastically with family gatherings and street festivities.

Suggested Day-by-Day Itineraries
Day 1: Historic Kolkata

Morning (8:00-11:00): Visit Victoria Memorial, explore gardens. Lunch (12:00-1:00): Street food at nearby stalls.
Afternoon (2:00-5:00): Indian Museum exploring vast collections. Evening (6:00-8:00): Walk on Howrah Bridge at
sunset, capture photographs.

Day 2: Spiritual Kolkata

Morning (7:00-10:00): Dakshineswar Temple visit, withess morning rituals. Late Morning (10:30-12:00): Belur Math
exploration. Lunch (1:00-2:00): Bengali cuisine at local restaurant. Afternoon (3:00-6:00): Kalighat Temple visit.
Evening (7:00-9:00): Dinner at Park Street restaurants.

Day 3: Culture & Arts

Morning (9:00-12:00): Academy of Fine Arts galleries. Lunch (1:00-2:00): Cafe at College Street. Afternoon (2:30-
5:00): Literary walking tour exploring Tagore sites. Evening (6:00-8:00): Browse bookstores at College Street, evening
stroll at Rabindra Sarovar.

Day 4: Nature & Wildlife

Morning (9:00-12:00): Alipore Zoo visit. Lunch (1:00-2:00): Zoo area restaurants. Afternoon (3:00-5:00): Science
City exhibitions and IMAX show. Evening (6:00-8:00): Relaxing walk at Rabindra Sarovar, local Bengali sweets.

Day 5: Shopping & Local Life

Morning (9:00-1:00): New Market shopping spree. Lunch (1:30-2:30): Traditional Bengali lunch. Afternoon (3:00-
5:00): Kumartuli artisan area, explore local crafts. Evening (6:00-9:00): Hooghly River cruise with dinner, night lights of
city.

Best Instagram & Photography Locations

¢ Victoria Memorial (Golden Hour): Sunrise photography captures pink sky reflected in gardens. Evening light
creates magical ambiance. Best time: 6-7 AM or 5-6 PM.

« Howrah Bridge at Sunset: Iconic shots with river reflections. Evening photography with city lights. Best time: 5-7
PM.

o St. Paul's Cathedral: Architectural details and stained glass windows. Interior shots require bright daylight. Best
time: 10 AM-2 PM.

o Belur Math: Temple reflection in river waters, architectural details, spiritual atmosphere. Best time: Early morning
or late evening.

o Kumartuli Streets: Colorful artisan workshops, traditional pottery-making process, bustling street scenes. Best
time: Morning hours during festival season.
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e College Street: Historic bookshops, street vendors, vintage architectural elements, local life. Best time: Late
afternoon for warm light.

¢ Rabindra Sarovar: Mirror-like water reflections, bird photography opportunities, sunset landscape shots. Best
time: Early morning for birds, evening for sunsets.

o New Market: Vibrant street scenes, local vendors, crowded market atmosphere capturing authentic city life. Best
time: Noon-2 PM for busy scenes.

Electrical Information

Voltage & Frequency: India uses 230V, 50Hz electrical supply. Significantly different from US 110V/60Hz and European
220V/50Hz systems.

Plug Types: India primarily uses Type D plugs (three round pins in triangular arrangement). Also common are Type A
(two flat pins), Type F (round pins with side grounding clips), and Type M (three thick round pins).

Adapters & Converters: International visitors should carry universal power adapters compatible with Type D plugs. Most
Indian hotels provide adapters at reception. Electronic devices with dual voltage capability (check labeling) only need
adapters. Non-dual voltage devices require voltage converters (heavy and not recommended).

Power Supply: Generally reliable in tourist areas and modern hotels. Occasional power cuts possible, especially monsoon
season. Hotels usually have backup generators. Carry portable chargers for continuous device availability.

Must-Try Bengali Cuisine & Dining
Iconic Dishes:

Luchi-Alur Dom: Puffed fried bread served with spiced potato curry. Breakfast staple available at local eateries.
Fish Curry (Maacher Jhol): Spiced fish cooked in turmeric and ginger broth. Bengali specialty available at
restaurants and street vendors.

Rasgulla: Soft cheese balls in sugar syrup. Iconic Bengali sweet, must-try dessert or snack.

Sandesh: Traditional milk-based sweet with various flavors. Available at sweet shops throughout the city.

e Chingri Malai Curry: Prawns in coconut milk gravy. Specialty at upscale Bengali restaurants.

e Shorshe llish: Hilsa fish in mustard sauce. Seasonal delicacy when hilsa season arrives.

Jhal Muri: Spiced puffed rice snack. Street food available throughout city.

Dining Spots:

e Park Street: Diverse restaurants from Chinese to Italian to modern Indian cuisine.

e AJC Bose Road: Upscale dining establishments and fine-dining Bengali restaurants.

o Street Food Areas: Chowringhee and Maidan areas for authentic street eating experiences.

o Traditional Eateries: Family-run establishments serving authentic Bengali meals at reasonable prices.

Dining Tips: Bengali meal sequence: rice/bread, fish curry, vegetables, lentils. Many restaurants close afternoon hours
(2-6 PM). Street food vendors offer authentic experiences but choose busy stalls with high turnover.

Tourist Passes
Kolkata Heritage Pass

Comprehensive pass providing access to major heritage sites including Victoria Memorial, St. Paul's Cathedral, Indian
Museum, and other monuments. Valid for 3 days with multiple entries. Cost: ¥500-800. Benefits: Skip-the-line access,
guided tours included, discounted meals at partnering restaurants.
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kolataheritagetrust.org
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Museum Access Card

Card providing access to multiple museums including Indian Museum, Academy of Fine Arts, National Library, and Science
City with discounted rates. Cost: X300-600. Valid: 30 days. Benefit: Combined cost significantly lower than individual
museum tickets.

kolkataturism.gov.in

Public Transport Card

Smart Card: Rechargeable card for metro rail and bus travel offering 10-15% discount on fares. Available at metro
stations. Cost: 100-500 (including card and balance). Advantage: Convenient for frequent travelers, avoid ticket
queues.

kolkatametrorail.com
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