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Things to do in Denpasar

Landmarks & Monuments

Denpasar's iconic structures showcase Balinese architecture and historical significance, from sacred temples to colonial-
era buildings that define the city's character.

Bajra Sandhi Monument Must See

1.5 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

A monumental structure dedicated to Balinese resistance, featuring intricate stone carvings and a panoramic museum showcasing
Bali's struggle for independence. The monument stands 45 meters tall and offers stunning city views from the top.

Pura Agung Jagatnatha Top Pick

1 hour No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Denpasar's mother temple, featuring grand Hindu architecture with towering pagodas and intricate stone decorations. The temple
serves as a spiritual center for the entire city and hosts major Hindu ceremonies throughout the year.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Visit temples in sarongs; rentals available at entrance (Rp 50,000)
Best photography during early morning light
Check Hindu ceremony schedules before visiting major temples
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Museums & Galleries

Immerse yourself in Bali's rich artistic heritage and historical narratives through curated collections spanning traditional
crafts, contemporary art, and cultural exhibitions.

Bali Museum (Museum Bali) Must See

2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Located near Bajra Sandhi, this comprehensive museum displays five buildings showcasing ceramics, textiles, weapons, and
religious artifacts spanning centuries of Balinese culture. The museum offers English-language guides and detailed exhibits on
traditional crafts and Hindu-Buddhist heritage.

Neka Art Museum Top Pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

A prestigious gallery featuring contemporary and traditional Balinese art, including paintings, sculptures, and installations by
local and international artists. The museum spans three floors with rotating exhibitions and a curated permanent collection.

Threads of Life Museum Notable

1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Dedicated to traditional Indonesian textiles, featuring intricate batik, ikat, and songket pieces alongside educational exhibits on
weaving techniques. The museum includes a workshop space where visitors can observe artisans creating traditional fabrics.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Museums often close on Mondays; check hours before visiting
Photography may be restricted in some galleries
Guide services available for detailed cultural context
Gift shops feature authentic local crafts
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Religious Sites

Bali's spiritual landscape is dominated by Hindu temples, each offering unique architectural styles and cultural
significance. These sacred spaces remain active centers for community worship and celebration.

Pura Jagatnatha Must See

1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Denpasar's principal state temple serving all faiths, featuring distinctive architecture with multiple shrines. The temple hosts the
annual Denpasar Festival and serves as a venue for major Hindu celebrations and communal gatherings.

Pura Sakenan Top Pick

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

An ancient temple built on a hillside overlooking the city, featuring centuries-old architecture and strategic coastal views. The
temple is known for its intricate stone carvings and annual pilgrimage events attracting thousands of devotees.

Tips for Religious Sites

Dress respectfully: sarongs required for temple entry
Avoid entering during ceremonies unless invited
Remove shoes before entering inner sanctums
Leave offerings or donations at temple entrances
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Squares & Streets

Denpasar's bustling markets and pedestrian streets pulse with local energy, offering authentic shopping experiences,
street food, and glimpses into daily Balinese life.

Pasar Badung Must See

1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Denpasar's main traditional market sprawling across multiple levels with fresh produce, spices, textiles, and souvenirs. The
market is best visited early morning when vendor activity peaks, offering the authentic local shopping experience with numerous food
stalls serving traditional Balinese breakfast specialties.

Jalan Gajah Mada Top Pick

1 hour No Booking Needed

Map

Denpasar's main commercial street lined with shops, restaurants, and cultural landmarks. This pedestrian-friendly boulevard
connects key attractions and features street art, public sculpture installations, and regular cultural events showcasing local artists and
performers.

Pasar Lumpia Top Pick

45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

A specialized market famous for lumpia (spring rolls) and local snacks, attracting both tourists and locals seeking authentic
Balinese cuisine. The market offers numerous vendor stalls with seating areas where visitors can sample freshly prepared traditional
foods.

Tips for Squares & Streets

Visit markets early morning (6-8 AM) for best selection
Bring cash; many vendors don't accept cards
Bargaining is standard practice in traditional markets
Watch belongings in crowded areas
Try local snacks from reputable stalls
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Denpasar's diverse neighborhoods each possess distinct character, from cultural enclaves to modern commercial zones,
reflecting the city's dynamic blend of tradition and progress.

Renon District Must See

2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The administrative heart of Denpasar featuring government buildings, government offices, and cultural institutions. This
district offers wider streets, modern infrastructure, and is home to several important museums and the iconic Bajra Sandhi Monument,
making it ideal for cultural exploration.

Sanur District Must See

2-3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Denpasar's coastal neighborhood featuring beachfront promenades, seafood restaurants, and maritime heritage. Sanur Beach
offers calm waters ideal for water sports, sunset viewing platforms, and traditional outrigger boats (jukung) lined along the shore
providing authentic fishing village atmosphere.

Kuta District Top Pick

Half day No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Denpasar's most tourist-oriented area featuring resort-lined beaches, shopping malls, and international restaurants. Kuta
Beach is famous for consistent waves attracting surfers, spectacular sunsets, and vibrant nightlife alongside traditional culture and
local craft vendors.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Sanur offers calmer waters; Kuta is better for surfing
Explore local warungs in Renon for authentic Balinese dining
Each district has distinct transportation networks; use GoJek or Grab
Rush hours (7-9 AM, 5-7 PM) significantly impact traffic
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Parks & Gardens

Denpasar's green spaces provide peaceful retreats from urban hustle, showcasing tropical flora, traditional Balinese
landscaping, and recreational facilities for both locals and visitors.

Puputan Square (Taman Puputan) Must See

1 hour No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Denpasar's central park honoring a historic 1906 battle, featuring landscaped gardens, walking paths, and public gathering
spaces. The square includes statues, water features, and shaded seating areas, making it perfect for morning jogs, evening strolls,
and cultural observations of local life.

Bali Safari & Marine Park Top Pick  Book Ahead

4 hours Book Ahead

Map

A sprawling wildlife sanctuary outside Denpasar featuring exotic animals, marine exhibits, and wildlife shows. The park offers
safari tram rides through open animal habitats, educational presentations, and interactive experiences with trained sea lions and
dolphins, suitable for families.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Visit parks early morning for pleasant weather and fewer crowds
Bring sun protection and plenty of water
Parks are free and open from dawn to dusk
Safari park requires advance booking for group discounts
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Tours & Activities

Denpasar offers diverse experiences beyond sightseeing, from guided cultural tours to adventure activities, allowing
visitors to engage deeply with local traditions and natural attractions.

Surfing Lessons Must See  Book Ahead

2 hours Book Ahead

Professional instructors offer beginner to advanced surfing lessons at Sanur and Kuta beaches with equipment rental included.
Classes accommodate various skill levels, offer flexible scheduling, and include safety briefings and individualized coaching for
technique improvement.

Balinese Cooking Class Top Pick  Book Ahead

4 hours Book Ahead

Hands-on culinary experiences offered throughout Denpasar where visitors learn to prepare traditional Balinese dishes using
authentic ingredients and techniques. Classes typically include market tours, ingredient preparation, and dining on prepared meals
with cultural insights into Balinese food traditions.

Temple Tour & Blessings Top Pick  Book Ahead

3-4 hours Book Ahead

Guided tours visiting multiple temples with optional Hindu blessings and spiritual ceremonies. Knowledgeable guides explain
temple architecture, religious practices, and historical significance while visitors receive traditional water blessings (tirta) and temple
markings used by devout Hindus.

Traditional Dance Performance Top Pick  Book Ahead

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Evening performances showcasing Balinese traditional dances including Legong, Barong, and Kecak dances with elaborate
costumes and live gamelan orchestration. Most performances include dinner and cultural explanations, offering comprehensive insight
into Balinese performing arts heritage.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book tours in advance through established agencies for better rates
Cooking classes require 24-hour notice cancellation
Dance performances scheduled 6-7 PM; arrive early for seating
Surfing best during dry season (April-November)
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Day Trips & Excursions

Denpasar serves as an ideal base for exploring Bali's diverse attractions, from mountain villages to scenic coastlines, with
well-developed transportation networks facilitating easy day excursions.

Ubud Cultural Village Must See

Full day No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Bali's artistic heart located 1.5 hours north, featuring traditional crafts, art galleries, rice terraces, and cultural performances.
Ubud's central market offers handmade souvenirs, and surrounding villages showcase wood carving, silver crafting, and traditional
Balinese architecture with numerous family-owned workshops.

Mount Batur Sunrise Trek Must See  Book Ahead

12 hours including travel Book Ahead
Map Wiki

A challenging hike departing before dawn reaching Bali's sacred volcano at 1,717 meters. The trek offers stunning sunrise views,
geothermal hot springs at the summit, and insights into Balinese Hindu cosmology. Guided tours depart Denpasar at 11 PM, returning
by midday with breakfast at the summit.

Tanah Lot Temple Must See

3 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

Bali's most iconic temple located on a dramatic rocky outcrop 1 hour west, featuring stunning ocean setting and spiritual
significance. The temple is especially photogenic at sunset when the silhouette creates dramatic photographs. Visitor facilities
include restaurants and souvenir shops with temple access available during ceremony-free hours.

Tegallalang Rice Terraces Top Pick

2 hours No Booking Needed
Map Wiki

UNESCO-listed rice paddies north of Ubud featuring cascading green hillsides and traditional irrigation systems. Visitor paths
wind through the terraces offering photography opportunities, local warung dining with paddy views, and nearby swing installations
providing Instagram-worthy photo moments among the landscape.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Mount Batur trek requires good physical fitness and proper footwear
Book sunrise treks 2-3 days in advance
Tanah Lot is most crowded 4-6 PM; visit earlier for fewer crowds
Ubud day trip requires 3+ hours; consider overnight stay
Hire private driver or join organized tours for safety
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Shopping & Souvenirs

Denpasar offers diverse shopping experiences from traditional markets to modern malls, featuring authentic Balinese
crafts, textiles, artwork, and international brands at competitive prices.

Tips for Shopping & Souvenirs

Authentic batik from direct producers costs 30-50% less than tourist shops
Check quality of wood carvings; inspect for insect damage
Request receipts and authenticity certificates for valuable purchases
Export restrictions apply to antiques; verify legality before departure

Practical Information

Best Time to Visit Denpasar

Dry Season (April-October): The ideal period with minimal rainfall, sunny days, and comfortable temperatures
averaging 28-31°C. Tourist crowds peak July-August requiring advance bookings. Weather is stable and perfect for beach
activities, trekking, and outdoor exploration. Humidity remains moderate making outdoor activities enjoyable.

Wet Season (November-March):  Characterized by higher rainfall, afternoon storms, and occasional flooding in certain
areas. However, prices drop significantly, greenery flourishes, and crowds diminish. Beach conditions become rough with
strong currents. Fewer tourists mean shorter queues and more authentic local interactions.

Ideal Months: April-May and September-October offer the best balance of weather and fewer tourists, providing optimal
conditions for all activities with moderate prices.

Getting Around Denpasar

Airport Access: Ngurah Rai International Airport (DPS) is 13 km south, 30-40 minutes by taxi (Rp 200,000-300,000) or
ride-sharing (GoJek/Grab: Rp 100,000-150,000). Many hotels offer shuttle services; book in advance.

Public Transport: Local buses (Rp 3,000-5,000) connect major areas but operate on irregular schedules. The Trans-
Denpasar bus rapid transit system is developing with limited current coverage. Not recommended for tourists unfamiliar
with routes.

Ride-Sharing Apps: GoJek and Grab dominate Denpasar with fares 40-60% cheaper than taxis. Both apps offer
motorbike (bike), car, and food delivery services. Downloaded offline maps recommended. Apps function with
international phone numbers.

Motorcycle Rentals: Daily rentals cost Rp 50,000-100,000 with valid international driving permit required. Petrol costs
Rp 10,000 per liter. Traffic is chaotic; not recommended for inexperienced riders in unfamiliar areas.

Car & Driver: Private drivers available through hotels, agencies (Rp 400,000-600,000 per day). Drivers provide
navigation expertise and cultural knowledge. Negotiate daily rates for multi-day arrangements. Standard practice includes
driver meals and accommodation for overnight trips.

✈️ Airport Transfer

I Gusti Ngurah Rai International Airport (DPS)  to city center:

Airport Taxi (fixed fare coupon):  Official counter taxi to Kuta or Seminyak takes about 20-30 minutes and costs
around IDR 150,000-200,000 on a prepaid fixed-fare voucher
DAMRI Airport Bus: Scheduled bus service to central Denpasar or Ubud runs roughly every hour, taking 45-90
minutes depending on traffic, for about IDR 50,000-75,000
Private Transfer: Pre-booked car with driver to Ubud or Canggu takes 45-75 minutes and typically costs IDR
350,000-500,000 depending on distance
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Grab/Gojek Ride-hailing: App-based cars pick up from a designated zone outside arrivals, costing around IDR
80,000-150,000 to nearby Kuta or Seminyak in 20-30 minutes

Shopping Guide

What to Buy: Authentic batik textiles (Rp 100,000-500,000), wood carvings, traditional masks, handmade silver jewelry,
sarongs, and coffee from local origins. Support artisan cooperatives producing ikat weavings. Locally roasted kopi luwak
and regular Balinese coffee make affordable gifts.

Shopping Areas: Pasar Badung for authentic local goods and bargaining; Matahari/Lippo Malls for international brands
and fixed prices; art workshops in Ubud and surrounding villages for direct producer purchases; Sanur seafront for tourist-
oriented souvenirs.

Bargaining Etiquette: Expected in traditional markets, optional in malls. Start at 50% of asking price; realistic final price
is 70-80% of initial. Bargaining should be friendly and unhurried. Accepted only for handcrafts, not mass-produced items.

Opening Hours: Markets open 6 AM-2 PM; shops 10 AM-6 PM; malls 10 AM-10 PM. Most shops closed Sundays, though
major malls remain open. Bargaining is standard practice with expectations of 20-30% discounts from marked prices,
though some items have fixed prices.

Payment Methods: Cash (Indonesian Rupiah) accepted everywhere; cards accepted in malls and established shops.
ATMs widely available; withdrawal limits typically Rp 500,000-1,000,000 per transaction. Visa/Mastercard accepted;
American Express less common. No service charges at ATMs; check fees with home bank.

Festivals & Events

Nyepi (Hindu New Year): March/April celebration featuring complete shutdown of businesses, transportation, and
tourist activities. Schools, offices, and most attractions close 24 hours for spiritual cleansing. The preceding Ogoh-ogoh
parade (parade of giant effigies) is spectacular. Plan accordingly if visiting during this period.

Galungan & Kuningan: Ten-day Hindu festival in June/July celebrating victory of good over evil. Households display
elaborate bamboo poles (penjor), temples hold ceremonies, and locals wear traditional attire. Tourist attractions remain
open but expect larger crowds and ceremonial preparations.

Denpasar Festival: Annual celebration typically held September showcasing Balinese culture through parades,
performances, traditional games, and food stalls. Events center around Puputan Square and Bali Museum with free public
access to most activities.

Traditional Ceremonies: Temple anniversaries occur throughout the year with spectacular multi-day celebrations
featuring processions, offerings, and cultural performances. Tourists may observe from respectful distances; ask locals
about upcoming ceremonies during visits.

Independence Day (August 17):  National holiday with parades, flag ceremonies, and street decorations. Government
offices and schools close; many tourist attractions operate on modified schedules or close entirely.

5-Day Denpasar & Bali Itinerary

Day 1: Denpasar Orientation & Temples  | Morning: Explore Puputan Square and Bali Museum (2 hours). Lunch at local
warung in Jalan Gajah Mada. Afternoon: Visit Pura Agung Jagatnatha temple and Bajra Sandhi Monument (2 hours).
Evening: Dinner with sunset view at Sanur Beach waterfront restaurant, traditional Balinese massage therapy session.

Day 2: Cultural Deep Dive | Morning: Balinese cooking class with market visit (4 hours). Afternoon: Relaxation at Sanur
Beach or nearby thermal springs. Evening: Traditional dance performance (Kecak or Legong) with dinner included, cultural
explanations provided about historical significance.

Day 3: Ubud Day Trip | Early departure (7 AM) to Ubud 1.5 hours north. Morning: Tegallalang Rice Terraces exploration
and photography (2 hours). Afternoon: Ubud market and art galleries browsing, traditional craft workshops visits (carving,
painting, weaving). Evening: Return to Denpasar with traditional Balinese dinner en route.
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Day 4: Adventure & Beaches  | Morning: Surfing lesson at Kuta Beach (2 hours) or horseback riding through
countryside. Afternoon: Tanah Lot Temple visit timing sunset photography (3 hours from Denpasar). Coastal village
exploration and local seafood dinner overlooking ocean. Evening: Night market visit sampling street food specialties.

Day 5: Nature & Relaxation | Morning: Mount Batur sunrise trek departure at 11 PM previous evening (returns by noon
with breakfast at summit). Afternoon: Relax at hotel, visit Bali Safari & Marine Park, or shopping at Pasar Badung. Evening:
Leisurely dinner preparation for departure, final souvenir purchases at malls.

Best Photography Locations

Sunrise Spots: Sanur Beach (5:30-7 AM) offers unobstructed eastern views with calm waters and fishing boats
silhouettes. Mount Batur summit (6:00-6:30 AM) provides panoramic volcano crater photography with distant coastal
views. Arrive before dawn for optimal positioning and light.

Sunset Locations: Tanah Lot Temple (5:30-7 PM) provides iconic silhouette shots with dramatic cliffs and crashing
waves. Kuta Beach (5:45-7 PM) offers golden-hour light with surfers and local activity. Sanur Beach sunset (5:45 PM)
shows peaceful waters with fishing boat reflections.

Daytime Photography: Tegallalang Rice Terraces morning (8-10 AM) captures terraces in ideal soft light. Ubud
Market (6-9 AM) shows vibrant vendor activity and authentic local scenes. Temple architecture during golden hours (6-
9 AM, 3-6 PM) highlights stone carving details and decorative elements. Bajra Sandhi Monument sunset views
encompass cityscape panoramas.

Instagram-Worthy Spots: Temple swings in Ubud offer trendy poses (Rp 50,000-100,000 per person). Tirta Empul
Water Temple features photographer-favorite bathing pools with green water and stone carvings. Sacred Monkey
Forest Ubud provides wildlife photography opportunities with wild macaques.

Photography Tips: Bring neutral density filters for long exposures during bright days. Waterproof camera protection
essential for beach and water temple visits. Respectfully ask before photographing people; small tips (Rp 10,000-20,000)
appreciated. Golden hour (first/last hour of daylight) maximizes dramatic lighting. Drone photography restricted in
populated areas; check regulations.

Electrical Information

Voltage & Frequency: Indonesia operates 220V AC with 50Hz frequency (compared to 110V/60Hz in North America or
240V/50Hz in Australia). Check all device specifications  before use; incompatible devices risk damage. Many modern
devices (laptops, phone chargers, cameras) support 100-240V and operate safely with appropriate plug adapters.

Plug Types: Indonesia primarily uses Type C plugs (two round pins) and increasingly Type I plugs (Australian-style
three angled pins). Older buildings and budget accommodations feature Type C; modern hotels provide Type I. Universal
adapters accommodating both types recommended.

Adapter Recommendations:  Purchase combination adapters in home country before travel; adapters available in
Denpasar but quality varies. Dual or multi-socket adapters (Rp 50,000-150,000) allow simultaneous device charging. USB-
powered adapters with multiple ports increasingly common and convenient for mobile devices.

Power Reliability: Denpasar experiences occasional power outages, particularly during peak usage (6-8 PM). Hotels in
tourist areas maintain backup generators. Power surges possible; use power strips with surge protection for valuable
electronics. Voltage fluctuations occasionally occur; power stabilizers recommended for sensitive equipment.

Charging Facilities: Hotels provide charging outlets in rooms and common areas. Cafes, restaurants, and malls offer
outlets and USB charging (sometimes with beverage purchase requirement). Portable power banks (Rp 100,000-300,000)
purchased locally useful for full-day activities away from charging sources.

Food & Dining Guide

Must-Try Dishes: Nasi Campur (mixed rice with various toppings), Gado-Gado (vegetable salad with peanut sauce),
Satay (grilled meat skewers with peanut sauce), Soto Ayam (turmeric chicken soup), Lumpia (fried spring rolls), Bakso
(beef meatball soup), Lawar (minced meat salad with spices).
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Dining Areas: Pasar Lumpia and Pasar Badung offer authentic cheap eats (Rp 20,000-50,000 per meal) with seating
areas. Warungs (small family restaurants) serve local food at affordable prices (Rp 30,000-80,000). Sanur Beach and
Kuta Beach feature seafood restaurants with ocean views (Rp 80,000-200,000). International restaurants cluster in malls
and tourist areas (Rp 100,000-300,000).

Dining Tips: Tap water unsafe for drinking; purchase bottled water (Rp 5,000-20,000 per bottle). Ice cream and
smoothies from established shops only. Ask restaurants about freshness of seafood and cooking methods. Mild spice
default; request tidak pedas (not spicy) or pedas sedikit (slightly spicy). Vegetarian options abundant; specify vegetarian
at order.

Meals & Hours: Breakfast 6-10 AM (pastries, nasi kuning, traditional rice cakes). Lunch 11 AM-3 PM (main meal with rice-
based dishes). Dinner 5-10 PM (lighter or similar to lunch). Coffee shops open early 6 AM; restaurants close 9-11 PM. Many
establishments open daily with occasional restaurant closures on Sundays.

Cost Guide: Street food/warungs Rp 20,000-50,000; casual restaurants Rp 50,000-120,000; mid-range Rp 120,000-
250,000; upscale Rp 250,000+. Service charge (10%) added automatically at some restaurants; tips 5-10% customary at
higher-end establishments. Tourist area prices 30-100% higher than local areas.

Tourist Passes

Bali Museum Entry Pass

Access to all five museum buildings featuring ceramics, textiles, weapons, and religious artifacts. Pass includes basic
guidance and access to temporary exhibitions. Valid one day only. Discounts available for groups (10+ persons) and
students with valid ID. Operates Tuesday-Sunday, 8 AM-4 PM (closed Mondays and national holidays).

baliprov.go.id

Bali SafariMarine Park Day Pass

Full-day access to wildlife sanctuary with safari tram rides, marine exhibits, and animal shows. Includes trainer
demonstrations, interactive animal encounters, and multiple viewing opportunities. Advance booking required for
discounts. Day pass (Rp 550,000 adult, Rp 350,000 child) includes park entry only; meals and souvenirs additional. Open
9 AM-6 PM daily.

www.balisafaripark.com

Denpasar Cultural Experience Package

Curated multi-day pass combining temple tours, cooking classes, dance performances, and market visits. Packages
typically span 3-7 days (Rp 2,000,000-5,000,000 per person) including accommodation, meals, transportation, and
English-speaking guide. Offered by travel agencies throughout Denpasar; must book 5-7 days in advance. Flexible
itineraries adaptable to individual interests.

Sanur Beach Activity Pass

Weekly pass combining beach access, water sports activities, restaurant discounts, and evening entertainment. Pass
holders receive 20% discounts at participating beach clubs, free lounge chair use, and discounted water sports lessons
(surfing, jet ski, parasailing). Cost approximately Rp 1,500,000 per week; valid consecutive 7 days from first use. Daily
alternatives available at higher per-day rates.
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