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Things to do in Queenstown

Tours & Activities

Queenstown is renowned as the adventure capital of New Zealand, offering thrilling activities including bungy jumping,
skydiving, jet boating, and extreme sports in a spectacular mountain setting.

Must See Book Ahead

Bungy Jumping - Kawarau Bridge
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Experience the iconic Kawarau Bridge Bungy Jump, one of the world's most famous bungy sites. Jump 43 meters above the
turquoise Kawarau River with stunning canyon views. Perfect for adventure seekers and famous for the adrenaline rush and scenic
beauty combined.

Must See Book Ahead

Skydiving - Tandem Jumps
4-5 hours Book Ahead

Skydive over Lake Wakatipu and the surrounding mountains with breathtaking aerial views of New Zealand's landscape. Tandem
jumps available for all experience levels with professional instructors. Choose from scenic or extreme altitude jumps for maximum
thrills.

Must See Book Ahead

Jet Boating - Shotover Jet
2 hours Book Ahead

Experience high-speed jet boat thrills through the narrow canyons of the Shotover River. Feel the adrenaline as skilled pilots
navigate tight corners at speeds up to 85 km/h, combined with spectacular scenery and occasional river spray.

Must See

Queenstown Gondola and Stratosfare Restaurant
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Ride the scenic gondola up Bob's Peak (780m) for 360-degree panoramic views of Lake Wakatipu, the Remarkables Mountains, and
surrounding peaks. Enjoy fine dining at the summit restaurant with unmatched vistas or simply walk the scenic viewpoints.
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Must See Book Ahead

The Remarkables Ski Field
Full day Book Ahead

Experience world-class skiing and snowboarding at The Remarkables, just 45 minutes from Queenstown. Stunning elevation and
modern facilities serve skiers of all levels during the winter season (June-October).

Must See Book Ahead

Lake Wakatipu Cruises - TSS Earnslaw
2-4 hours Book Ahead

Cruise Lake Wakatipu aboard the historic TSS Earnslaw, a 1912 steam ship offering scenic voyages and combination tours to historic
farms and ranches. Experience the lake's beauty combined with cultural heritage and optional shearing demonstrations.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Paragliding and Hang Gliding
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Soar above the Queenstown basin with tandem paragliding experiences offering unparalleled views of Lake Wakatipu, mountain
ranges, and the surrounding valleys. Professional pilots provide safe, scenic flights for beginners and enthusiasts.

Top Pick

Ben Lomond Track Hiking
5-6 hours No Booking Needed

Tackle the challenging Ben Lomond Track, a scenic alpine hike offering stunning 360-degree views from the 1,748m summit. The 4-5
hour track ascends through diverse terrain with expansive views of Lake Wakatipu and mountain ranges.

Top Pick

Mountain Biking - The Bike Topia
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Explore world-class mountain biking trails ranging from beginner-friendly to expert downhill courses. The region offers diverse
terrain through forests, alpine meadows, and scenic vistas with professional guide services available.
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Top Pick Book Ahead

Jet Skiing and Water Sports
1-2 hours Book Ahead

Experience high-speed thrills on Lake Wakatipu with jet ski rentals and guided tours. Clear waters and mountain scenery provide an
exhilarating backdrop for water sports enthusiasts seeking adventure on the lake.

Top Pick

Kayaking and Stand-Up Paddleboarding
1-3 hours No Booking Needed

Paddle through the pristine waters of Lake Wakatipu or nearby Glenorchy with stunning alpine scenery. Calm bays and spectacular
mountain backdrops make for peaceful aquatic experiences suitable for all skill levels.

Tips for Tours & Activities

Book activities in advance during peak season (December-February)
Weather conditions can affect adventure activities—check daily forecasts
Many operators offer combo packages combining multiple activities
Ask about video packages to capture your adventure experience

Bring layers—mountain weather changes rapidly throughout the day
Summer (December-February) offers longer daylight for hiking
The gondola is a quick way to experience high-altitude views without strenuous hiking
Book ski accommodations well in advance for winter season

Water activities are weather-dependent—check conditions before booking
Wetsuit rental is recommended even in summer for comfort
Early morning cruises offer the best lighting for photography
Lake Wakatipu is pristine—respect the natural environment
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Nature and Scenery

Immerse yourself in Queenstown's spectacular natural landscapes including dramatic peaks, pristine lakes, and scenic
valleys that have inspired photographers and adventurers worldwide.

Must See Book Ahead

Milford Sound - Day Trip
Full day (14 hours) Book Ahead

Map

Journey to the world-renowned Milford Sound via scenic Milford Road, featuring majestic fjords, waterfalls cascading from granite
cliffs, and abundant wildlife. Cruise among the dramatic peaks and rainforests in one of New Zealand's most spectacular destinations.

Top Pick

Glenorchy and Paradise Villages
Half day No Booking Needed

Map

Explore picturesque villages at the head of Lake Wakatipu surrounded by towering mountains. These scenic settlements offer stunning
photography opportunities, tramping trails, and access to remote wilderness areas with untouched natural beauty.

Top Pick

Arrow River and Arrowtown
Half day No Booking Needed

Map

Visit the charming historic town of Arrowtown, famous for its golden autumn colors and tree-lined avenues. Explore the Arrow River,
enjoy local cafes, galleries, and antique shops nestled in a scenic valley setting.

Top Pick

Roys Peak and Lake Wanaka
5-6 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Hike the scenic Roy's Peak Track for iconic aerial views of Lake Wanaka, surrounding mountains, and valleys. The stunning vistas
make this one of New Zealand's most photographed hiking destinations with changing scenery through all seasons.

Tips for Nature and Scenery

Autumn (March-May) brings stunning golden foliage to Arrowtown
Summer offers extended daylight for longer hikes and explorations
Bring excellent photography equipment—the scenery is world-class
Weather can change rapidly in mountain areas—always carry layers
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Museums & Galleries

Discover Queenstown's history, art, and Māori cultural heritage through museums, galleries, and cultural experiences.

Top Pick

Queenstown Museum
2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Explore New Zealand's adventure heritage and cultural history through interactive exhibits, films, and artifacts. Learn about the
region's gold rush history, Māori culture, film locations (Lord of the Rings), and alpine exploration heritage.

Top Pick

Arts & Crafts and Local Galleries
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Browse contemporary art galleries and craft studios showcasing local artists' works including paintings, sculptures, and
handmade jewelry. Support local artisans and discover unique souvenirs reflecting New Zealand's creative culture.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Māori Cultural Experiences
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Map

Experience authentic Māori culture through guided tours, cultural performances, and traditional ceremonies. Learn about indigenous
history, traditions, and spiritual significance of the land from knowledgeable Māori guides and communities.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Many galleries are free to browse but support local artists by purchasing work
Cultural experiences should be booked with reputable Māori-owned operators
The museum offers good context for understanding the region's history
Ask locals for recommendations on emerging artist galleries
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Food & Dining

Experience Queenstown's diverse culinary scene featuring local produce, fine dining, farm-to-table experiences, and craft
beverages in a spectacular alpine setting.

Must See

Menma abura soba noodle★★★★★ 4.9 (343)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Menma abura soba noodle is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.9★ from 343 reviews. Located at 3 Searle Lane,
Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM

Must See

TOAST & OAK★★★★★ 4.8 (544)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

TOAST & OAK is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.8★ from 544 reviews. Located at 15 Shotover Street, Queenstown
9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Tuesday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Wednesday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Thursday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Friday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 4:00 PM – 12:00 AM
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Must See

Sunfire Queenstown★★★★★ 4.7 (748)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Sunfire Queenstown is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.7★ from 748 reviews. Located at Steamer Wharf Ground
Floor/88 Beach Street, Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM – 10:00 PM

Must See

Public Italian Kitchen★★★★★ 4.7 (3,210)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Public Italian Kitchen is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.7★ from 3210 reviews. Located at 88 Beach Street,
Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM

Must See

Bella Cucina★★★★★ 4.7 (5,150)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Bella Cucina is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.7★ from 5150 reviews. Located at 6 Brecon Street, Queenstown 9300,
New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
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Must See

FINZ Seafood & Grill★★★★★ 4.7 (5,614)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

FINZ Seafood & Grill is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.7★ from 5614 reviews. Located at Steamer Wharf Ground
Floor Front/88 Beach Street, Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 10:00 PM

Must See

SODA★★★★★ 4.6 (680)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

SODA is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.6★ from 680 reviews. Located at 2 Rees Street, Queenstown 9300, New
Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Tuesday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Wednesday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Thursday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Friday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 12:00 PM – 12:00 AM

Must See

Rātā Restaurant★★★★★ 4.6 (368)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Rātā Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.6★ from 368 reviews. Located at 43 Ballarat Street, Queenstown
9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 5:00 – 9:00 PM
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Must See

Blue Kanu★★★★★ 4.6 (1,376)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Blue Kanu is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.6★ from 1376 reviews. Located at 16 Church Street, Queenstown 9300,
New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 11:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 11:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 11:30 AM – 10:00 PM

Must See

odd saint★★★★★ 4.6 (863)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

odd saint is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.6★ from 863 reviews. Located at 1 Earl Street, Queenstown 9300, New
Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Tuesday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Wednesday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Thursday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Friday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Saturday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM

Must See

Steamer Wharf★★★★★ 4.6 (211)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Steamer Wharf is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.6★ from 211 reviews. Located at 88 Beach Street, Queenstown
9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Tuesday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Wednesday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Thursday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Friday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Sunday: 8:00 AM – 2:00 AM
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Top Pick Book Ahead

Fine Dining and Restaurants
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Map

Queenstown boasts award-winning restaurants featuring New Zealand cuisine, contemporary cooking, and wine pairings. Enjoy
lakeside dining with stunning mountain views, farm-fresh ingredients, and innovative chef creations.

Top Pick

Local Breweries and Wineries
1-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Sample craft beers and local wines from Queenstown and Central Otago region breweries and wineries. Many offer tasting
experiences, cellar door visits, and knowledgeable staff sharing the stories behind local beverages.

Top Pick

Farmers Market and Local Produce
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Visit seasonal farmers markets for fresh local produce, artisanal foods, and handmade goods. Experience authentic local food
culture through vendor interactions and sample fresh regional specialties prepared on-site.

Top Pick

NEST★★★★★ 4.5 (585)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

NEST is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.5★ from 585 reviews. Located at 139 Fernhill Road, Fernhill, Queenstown
9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00 – 11:00 AM, 4:00 – 10:00 PM
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Top Pick

Momentos By The Lake Restaurant★★★★★ 4.5 (867)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Momentos By The Lake Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.5★ from 867 reviews. Located at 50 Beach
Street, Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 8:30 AM – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 8:30 AM – 9:00 PM

Top Pick

The Bunker Restaurant★★★★★ 4.5 (885)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Bunker Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.5★ from 885 reviews. Located at 14 Cow Lane,
Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Friday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 5:00 – 10:00 PM

Top Pick

Botswana Butchery★★★★★ 4.5 (2,405)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Botswana Butchery is a highly-rated restaurant in Queenstown, rated 4.5★ from 2405 reviews. Located at 17 Marine Parade,
Queenstown 9300, New Zealand.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
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Tips for Food & Dining

Book fine dining restaurants 1-2 weeks in advance, especially in high season
Ask servers for wine recommendations pairing with your meals
Try local specialties: Central Otago pinot noir and venison dishes
Markets typically run Saturday mornings—arrive early for best selection
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Shopping & Markets

Explore Queenstown's vibrant shopping districts for outdoor gear, local crafts, souvenirs, and contemporary fashion in the
adventure capital.

Top Pick

Mall Street and Steamer Wharf Shopping
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Browse boutique shops and outdoor retailers concentrated around Mall Street and Steamer Wharf. Find adventure gear, designer
fashion, local souvenirs, art pieces, and specialty shops in the heart of downtown Queenstown.

Top Pick

Outdoor and Adventure Gear Shops
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Equipment rental and retail shops offering hiking boots, outdoor clothing, camping gear, and adventure sports equipment.
Expert staff provide advice for outdoor activities and can suggest gear for various conditions and activities.

Top Pick

Souvenirs and Local Artisan Crafts
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Purchase locally-made souvenirs including jade carvings, wool crafts, honey, and artwork from artisan shops. Support New
Zealand craftspeople and take home authentic, meaningful gifts reflecting the country's culture and natural beauty.

Tips for Shopping & Markets

Many shops stay open late (until 9-10 PM) during peak season
Look for stores with authentic Māori jade (pounamu) rather than imported items
Outdoor shops offer advice if you realize you're missing gear for activities
Bargaining is not common—prices are generally fixed
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Nightlife & Entertainment

Experience Queenstown's vibrant entertainment scene with live music, bars, clubs, and themed venues catering to
adventure travelers and diverse tastes.

Top Pick

Live Music Venues and Bars
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Enjoy live performances, DJ sets, and acoustic music at energetic bars and music venues throughout downtown. Many
establishments feature outdoor seating with lake views, craft cocktails, and a convivial atmosphere where travelers mingle.

Top Pick

Nightclubs and Dance Venues
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Dance the night away at nightclubs featuring international and local DJs, high-energy atmospheres, and dance floors packed
with travelers and locals. Various clubs cater to different music genres from electronic to hip-hop.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Comedy and Theater Shows
1-2 hours Book Ahead

Map

Catch comedy performances, theater productions, and cultural shows at dedicated venues. Local and international performers
entertain audiences with diverse show styles from stand-up comedy to theatrical presentations.

Tips for Nightlife & Entertainment

Nightlife centers around Mall Street and Steamer Wharf areas
Many bars offer happy hour specials 4-6 PM with discounted drinks
Live music venues often have no cover charge—check for performances
Ask hotel staff for current venue recommendations and event schedules

Practical Information

Best Time to Visit Queenstown

Summer (December-February) : Peak season with warm weather (15-25°C), extended daylight, perfect for hiking, water
sports, and outdoor activities. Expect crowds and higher prices.

Autumn (March-May): Mild weather with stunning golden foliage in Arrowtown, fewer crowds, and comfortable hiking
conditions. Excellent photography opportunities.

Winter (June-August): Snow transforms the landscape, ski season at The Remarkables operates, and stunning winter
scenery. Cold temperatures and shorter daylight hours.

Spring (September-November) : Warming temperatures, spring flowers blooming, and comfortable outdoor conditions.
Transitional weather with increasing adventure activity availability.
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Getting Around Queenstown

Airport Transfer: Queenstown Airport is 20 minutes from town. Shuttle services, rental cars, and ride-sharing available.
Many hotels offer shuttle services.

Public Transport: Bus system (Atomica) connects central Queenstown with accommodations and attractions. Frequent
services during day, limited evening routes.

Rental Cars: Ideal for exploring nearby attractions, day trips, and scenic drives. New Zealand drives on the left side.
Roads are generally good quality but can be winding.

Taxis and Ride-Sharing: Uber and local taxi services available for point-to-point transportation. Convenient for nightlife
and restaurant visits.

Walking: Downtown Queenstown is compact and pedestrian-friendly. Most central attractions are within walking distance.

Water Taxi: Ferry services available to Glenorchy and scenic lake cruises depart from Steamer Wharf.

✈️ Airport Transfer

Queenstown Airport (ZQN) to city center:

Airport Bus (Ride Queenstown):  Shuttle service to central Queenstown in about 15 to 20 minutes, around NZD
12 one way
Shared Shuttle Transfer: Door to door van transfer to hotels in 15 to 25 minutes, roughly NZD 20 to 25 per
person
Taxi: Metered taxi to the town center in about 10 to 15 minutes, typically NZD 35 to 45
Private Transfer: Pre booked private car to Queenstown or Frankton lodgings in 10 to 20 minutes, from around
NZD 70 to 90

Shopping and Souvenirs

What to Buy: New Zealand jade (pounamu), Merino wool products, honey, native bird art, handmade jewelry, outdoor
gear, and local craft items make excellent souvenirs.

Shopping Areas: Mall Street features boutique shops, outdoor retailers, and specialty stores. Steamer Wharf offers
tourist-oriented shops. Arrowtown has antique shops and galleries.

Markets: Saturday farmers markets offer fresh produce and artisanal goods. Seasonal craft markets feature local
artisans.

Bargaining: Not customary in New Zealand. Prices are fixed. Some larger purchases may qualify for discounts if paying in
cash.

Duty-Free: Queenstown Airport offers duty-free shopping on international items before departure.

Festivals and Events

Arrowtown Autumn Festival (March/April) : Celebrates golden autumn colors with music, food, and cultural events in
picturesque Arrowtown.

Queenstown Winter Festival (July/August) : Winter sports events, snow activities, parties, and entertainment during
ski season.

The Remarkables Runathon (September) : Mountain running event attracting athletes from around the world.

Queenstown Summer Festival (December/January) : Music performances, cultural events, and family activities
celebrating summer season.

National Holiday (ANZAC Day - April 25) : Commemoration services. Shops may have limited hours.

mycitytravelguide.com
Queenstown Travel Guide · New Zealand



Queen's Birthday (First Monday in June) : National public holiday affecting shop hours and service availability.

5-Day Sample Itinerary

Day 1 - Adventure and Orientation : Arrive and settle in. Ride Queenstown Gondola for sunset views. Explore
downtown Mall Street and Steamer Wharf. Dinner at lakeside restaurant with mountain views. Evening stroll around
downtown.

Day 2 - Extreme Adventure: Morning bungy jump at Kawarau Bridge or tandem skydive with aerial views. Lunch and
relaxation. Afternoon jet boating through Shotover River canyons. Evening at casual bar with live music.

Day 3 - Scenic Day Trip: Full-day Milford Sound cruise departing early morning. Experience fjords, waterfalls, and
wildlife. Return evening with stunning scenery throughout. Dinner and early rest.

Day 4 - Mountains and Culture : Morning hike Ben Lomond Track or scenic Gondola ride. Afternoon exploring
Queenstown Museum and local art galleries. Evening wine tasting at local brewery or winery. Dinner at fine dining
restaurant.

Day 5 - Relaxation and Exploration : Morning at farmers market. Scenic drive to Arrowtown, explore town galleries and
cafes. Kayaking or paddleboarding on Lake Wakatipu. Final dinner at favorite restaurant. Prepare for departure.

Best Photography Locations

Queenstown Gondola Summit (Bob's Peak) : Sunrise or sunset golden hour offers 360-degree panoramic shots of Lake
Wakatipu, Remarkables Mountains, and surrounding peaks. Clear early mornings provide best visibility. Spring/summer
offer extended golden hours.

Roys Peak Track Lookout: Iconic shot of Lake Wanaka surrounded by mountains. Early morning or late afternoon light.
Autumn (March-May) adds golden foliage. Requires 5-6 hour hike but worth the effort.

Arrowtown Autumn Colors: Tree-lined streets with golden willows and poplars. Shoot in morning or late afternoon for
warm light. Peak foliage March-May. Streets are busiest weekends—visit weekdays for fewer crowds.

Glenorchy and Paradise Villages : Mountains reflected in still lake waters at sunrise. Dramatic peaks and pristine
wilderness. Early morning offers smoothest water reflections and best light.

Lake Wakatipu Sunset: Downtown lakeside promenades provide easy access to sunset shots. Steamer Wharf offers
reflections of boats and lights. Carry tripod for extended exposure evening shots.

Milford Sound Fjord: Waterfalls cascading from granite cliffs surrounded by rainforest. Cruise ships offer varied vantage
points. Moody overcast weather adds dramatic atmosphere—don't wait for perfect sun.

Electricity and Power

Voltage: New Zealand uses 230V, 50Hz electrical standard.

Plug Types: New Zealand uses Type I plugs (distinctive flat angled pins in triangular configuration) and some Type A
outlets.

Adapters: Travelers from US (Type A), Europe (Type C), or other countries must bring appropriate plug adapters.
Universal adapters supporting Type I are recommended.

Outlet Availability: Most hotels and accommodations have outlets in rooms. Hostels provide shared charging areas. USB
charging ports increasingly available in modern establishments.

Voltage Converters: For devices rated only for 110V, voltage converters may be necessary. Most modern phone/laptop
chargers are dual-voltage.

mycitytravelguide.com
Queenstown Travel Guide · New Zealand



Power Reliability: Electricity is reliable in Queenstown with rare outages. Remote adventure locations may have
generator power or solar alternatives.

Must-Try Dishes and Dining Tips

Venison and Game: Try local deer venison, wild boar, and other game meats unique to New Zealand. Lean, flavorful
meat prepared in contemporary dishes.

Salmon and Seafood: Fresh-caught salmon, whitebait, and local fish feature on restaurant menus. Coastal preparations
showcase New Zealand's seafood excellence.

Pavlova: Iconic Kiwi dessert of meringue with whipped cream and fresh berries. Light, sweet, and perfect after meals.

Meat Pies: Traditional New Zealand handheld pies with savory fillings. Excellent casual lunch option from bakeries.

L&P (Lemon & Paeroa): Iconic New Zealand lemon soda beverage. Sweet, refreshing soft drink unique to the country.

Coffee Culture: New Zealand has excellent flat whites and specialty coffee. Cafes are social hubs—arrive early for
seating during busy periods.

Dining Tips: Lunch typically 12-2pm, dinner 6-10pm. Tipping is appreciated (10-15%) but not obligatory. Many
restaurants accept card payments. Vegetarian options readily available at most establishments. Book restaurants in
advance during peak season.

Tourist Passes

Skyline Queenstown Annual Pass

Unlimited access to Queenstown Gondola rides and Stratosfare Restaurant discounts. Ideal for extended stays with
multiple visits. Unlimited annual pass includes complimentary skyline access and dining benefits.

www.skyline.co.nz

Milford Sound Combo Pass

Combined cruise and transport pass  covering Milford Sound cruise with optional Milford Road scenic drive. Packages
available including lunch and guided coach tours with experienced drivers sharing geological and cultural information.

www.realjourneys.co.nz

Adventure Activities Bundle

Bundled packages combining multiple activities  such as bungy jumping, jet boating, and skydiving. Discounts
available when booking multiple activities together through adventure activity operators and hotel concierge services.

www.queenstownaz.co.nz

Jet Boat and Lake Cruise Combo

Combined water activity pass  including Shotover Jet boating and TSS Earnslaw lake cruise with optional farm visits.
Day packages offer full water-based experiences with transportation included.

www.shotoverjet.com
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New Zealand DOC Pass

Department of Conservation visitor pass  covering access to hiking trails, camping facilities, and conservation areas
throughout New Zealand. Essential for accessing national parks, DOC huts, and backcountry facilities.

www.doc.govt.nz
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