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Things to do in Krakow

Landmarks & Monuments

Krakéw's skyline is dominated by stunning medieval architecture and royal monuments that tell the story of Poland's
golden age. These iconic structures represent the city's political and cultural significance throughout European history.

Must See Book Ahead E j

Wawel Royal Castle

=l

2-3 hours Book Ahead =]

The crown jewel of Krakéw, this magnificent Gothic-Renaissance castle served as the residence of Polish kings for over 500 years.
Perched atop Wawel Hill, the complex includes the Royal Private Apartments with stunning Flemish tapestries, the Crown Treasury
featuring royal regalia, and the Armory displaying medieval weapons. The castle's courtyards showcase Renaissance arcades, while
the interiors display period furniture and priceless art collections. Don't miss the famous dragon's den cave beneath the castle, home
to the legendary Wawel Dragon.

Must See
Wawel Cathedral
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Poland's spiritual heart and coronation site of Polish monarchs since the 14th century. This Gothic masterpiece houses the tombs of
kings, national heroes, and the revered silver sarcophagus of St. Stanislaus, Poland's patron saint. The cathedral features 18 side
chapels, each representing different architectural periods. Climb the Sigismund Tower to see Poland's largest bell and enjoy panoramic
city views. The cathedral museum displays royal funeral regalia and religious artifacts spanning centuries.

Notable E E
Barbican Do
¥ o

30-45 minutes No Booking Needed [l

One of only three surviving medieval defensive structures of its kind in Europe. Built in 1498, this circular brick fortification
features massive walls up to 3 meters thick and seven turrets. The Barbican once protected the city's northern approach via the Royal
Road. Today, visitors can walk through its Gothic passageways, explore defensive positions, and enjoy occasional medieval
tournaments and exhibitions. The structure provides exceptional photo opportunities, especially illuminated at night.
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Notable
Florianska Gate
15-20 minutes No Booking Needed

The main Gothic gateway to Krakéw's Old Town, dating from the 14th century. This imposing structure stands 34.5 meters tall and
once formed part of the city's medieval fortifications. The gate features a baroque-style altar with a painting of the Virgin Mary,
traditionally venerated by travelers. Walking through Florianska Gate marks the beginning of the historic Royal Road, the processional
route once used by Polish kings. The surrounding walls host an open-air art gallery.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Book Wawel Castle tickets online in advance, especially during summer months (April-October) as daily visitor
numbers are limited

Visit Wawel Hill early morning or late afternoon to avoid crowds and capture the best lighting for photos

e Combine the Barbican with a walk along the Planty Park ring for a complete tour of Krakéw's medieval fortifications
Free entry to Wawel grounds (castle exterior and courtyards), fees apply only for interior exhibitions
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Museums & Galleries

Krakéw's museums house world-class collections spanning from medieval religious art to contemporary masterpieces.
The city's cultural institutions preserve both national treasures and poignant reminders of 20th-century history .

o S

Must See Book Ahead
Schindler's Factory Museum
2-3 hours Book Ahead

A deeply moving multimedia experience housed in Oskar Schindler's former enamelware factory. This innovative museum
chronicles Krakéw's experience during Nazi occupation (1939-1945) through immersive reconstructions of wartime streets,
apartments, and the ghetto. Interactive exhibits include authentic photographs, documents, and personal testimonies. The museum
powerfully tells the story of Schindler's efforts to save over 1,200 Jews, while also presenting the broader context of wartime Krakéw.
Plan adequate time as the exhibits are emotionally intense and information-rich.

Top Pick
National Museum in Krakéw
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Poland's premier art institution featuring an extensive collection of Polish painting, sculpture, and decorative arts from medieval
times to contemporary. The main building showcases the Gallery of 20th-Century Polish Art and the renowned Czartoryski Collection,
including Leonardo da Vinci's Lady with an Ermine, one of only four female portraits by the Renaissance master. Additional wings
display military artifacts, period interiors, and applied arts. The museum complex includes several branches throughout the city.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Rynek Underground Museum
1.5 hours Book Ahead

An extraordinary archaeological journey beneath the Main Market Square revealing medieval Krakéw's foundations. This state-of-
the-art museum displays over 6,000 square feet of excavated medieval streets, market stalls, and workshops preserved beneath the
square. Multimedia installations bring the medieval marketplace to life, while authentic artifacts coins, jewelry, tools tell stories of
daily life in medieval Europe. Holographic projections and interactive displays make history tangible. The underground route takes
visitors through several centuries of the city's development.

Notable
MOCAK (Museum of Contemporary Art)
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A cutting-edge contemporary art space housed in a converted industrial building adjacent to Schindler's Factory. MOCAK presents
rotating exhibitions of Polish and international contemporary art across multiple media painting, sculpture, video, installation, and
performance. The museum's collection focuses on post-1989 art, exploring themes of transformation, memory, and identity. The
striking modern architecture contrasts beautifully with preserved industrial elements. An on-site café and bookshop make this a
perfect cultural afternoon destination.

Tips for Museums & Galleries
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Book Schindler's Factory tickets weeks in advance this is Krakéw's most popular museum with limited daily
capacity

e Purchase a Krakdw Card for free or discounted museum entry across multiple institutions

Many museums offer free entry on specific days (often Sundays or Tuesdays) check individual websites

Rynek Underground requires advance online booking; same-day tickets rarely available

Most museums close on Mondays; plan your itinerary accordingly
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Religious Sites

Krakéw's spiritual landscape features magnificent churches representing Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque
architectural styles. These sacred spaces contain priceless art, historic relics, and remain active centers of worship.

Must See Book Ahead
St. Mary's Basilica
45-60 minutes Book Ahead

The crown jewel of the Main Market Square, this Gothic masterpiece features asymmetrical towers that have become Krakéw's
symbol. Inside, witness Veit Stoss's magnificent wooden altarpiece (1477-1489), the largest Gothic altar in the world at 13 meters
high. The interior dazzles with polychrome decorations by Jan Matejko and stunning stained-glass windows. Every hour, a trumpeter
plays the Hejnat mariacki from the taller tower, a tradition commemorating a medieval watchman. The abruptly-ending melody
reminds visitors of the Mongol invasion legend. Tickets required for sightseeing; free for prayer.

Top Pick
St. Francis of Assisi Church
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

A stunning example of Art Nouveau ecclesiastical art featuring extraordinary stained-glass windows by Stanistaw Wyspianski,
Poland's renowned painter and playwright. Created between 1895-1902, these modernist windows depict biblical scenes and the
creation of the world in vibrant, revolutionary style. The Gothic church dates from the 13th century but was transformed by
Wyspianski's vision. The interiors blend medieval architecture with Mtoda Polska (Young Poland) artistic movement decorations. The
play of colored light through Wyspianski's windows creates an ethereal atmosphere, particularly during afternoon hours.

Notable
Corpus Christi Basilica

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A magnificent Gothic church in the Kazimierz district, built in 1340-1405 to commemorate a miracle. The imposing exterior features
a distinctive tall tower visible across Kazimierz. Inside, admire the elaborate Baroque altars, stunning choir stalls (among Poland's
finest), and peaceful cloisters. The church houses important relics and serves as a parish church for Kazimierz residents. The interior's
pristine white walls contrast beautifully with golden Baroque decorations. The connected monastery features a tranquil courtyard
garden perfect for quiet reflection.

A Notable
18 __: Church of St. Peter and Paul

i e 8
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30 minutes No Booking Needed

Krakéw's first Baroque church, built by Jesuits between 1597-1619 and modeled after Rome's Il Gesu. The striking white facade
features sculptures of the twelve apostles and represents early Baroque splendor. The light-filled interior showcases Baroque stucco
work, illusionistic ceiling frescoes, and the pendulum demonstrating Earth's rotation. The church's excellent acoustics make it a
popular venue for classical concerts. The adjacent Jesuit residence forms part of a magnificent Baroque complex symbolizing Counter-
Reformation architecture in Poland.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Dress modestly when visiting churches covered shoulders and knees required
¢ Visit St. Mary's Basilica during the noon opening of the altarpiece (weekdays at 11:50 AM) for the full experience

mycitytravelguide.com
Krakéw Travel Guide - Poland




e« Many churches offer free entry but appreciate donations; tourist sightseeing may require paid tickets
o Attend a classical concert in one of the churches for an unforgettable acoustic experience
e Respect prayer times and services; photography may be restricted during Mass
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Ancient & Historical Sites

Beyond the medieval splendor, Krakéw preserves sites of profound historical significance, particularly relating to
World War Il and Jewish heritage. These locations offer essential context for understanding 20th-century history.

Must See
Kazimierz Jewish Quarter

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Once a separate town and center of Jewish life for over 500 years, Kazimierz is now a bohemian district filled with synagogues,
Jewish cemeteries, and cultural sites. Seven historic synagogues survive, including the Old Synagogue (now a museum) and the active
Remuh Synagogue with its atmospheric cemetery. The district figured prominently in Schindler's List filming. Today, Kazimierz blends
historical reverence with vibrant contemporary culture art galleries, vintage shops, cafés, and klezmer music venues occupy former
Jewish homes and businesses. Walking tours reveal hidden courtyards and stories of pre-war Jewish life.

Top Pick
Old Synagogue
45-60 minutes No Booking Needed

The oldest surviving synagogue in Poland (built in the 15th century), now housing a museum of Jewish history and culture. The
Renaissance building features distinctive architecture with a main prayer hall supported by two columns. Exhibits display ritual
objects, religious artifacts, and documentation of Jewish life in Krakéw before World War Il. Photographs and personal items tell stories
of the community that thrived here for centuries. The building itself survived Nazi occupation as a warehouse, preserving its structure.
An essential stop for understanding Krakéw's Jewish heritage.

Top Pick
Ghetto Heroes Square (Plac Bohateréw Getta)
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

The central square of the former Krakéw Ghetto (1941-1943), now featuring an emotionally powerful memorial: 70 oversized bronze
chairs representing the furniture Jews were forced to leave behind during deportations. The empty chairs scattered across the plaza
create a haunting tableau. Information boards detail the ghetto's history and the liquidation process. The nearby Eagle Pharmacy, run
by Tadeusz Pankiewicz (the only non-Jew allowed in the ghetto), is now a museum documenting his efforts to help ghetto residents.
This site offers crucial context for understanding Nazi occupation.

=] Notable
Ptaszéw Concentration Camp Memorial
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

The site of a Nazi forced labor camp where approximately 80,000 prisoners passed through between 1942-1945, including Oskar
Schindler's workers. Unlike Auschwitz, few structures remain the camp was dismantled by retreating Nazis. Today, the area is marked
by memorials and information boards across the hilly terrain. A large monument commemorates the victims, while scattered ruins of
the camp's infrastructure remain visible. The site is less visited than other Holocaust memorials, offering a contemplative space.
Guided tours help contextualize the landscape and tragic events that occurred here.

Tips for Ancient & Historical Sites
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Consider a guided Jewish heritage tour to fully appreciate the historical context and hidden stories
e Visit Kazimierz on Saturday evening to experience traditional Shabbat dinner and klezmer concerts

The Galicia Jewish Museum offers excellent exhibitions complementing the synagogue visits

Ptaszow memorial requires walking on uneven terrain wear comfortable shoes

Show appropriate respect at memorial sites; these are places of remembrance
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Squares & Streets

Krakéw's public spaces form the heart of city life, where medieval town planning meets contemporary culture. These
squares and streets have witnessed centuries of history and remain vibrant gathering places.

Must See

Main Market Square (Rynek Gtéwny)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Europe's largest medieval town square (200m x 200m), continuously in use since the 13th century. This UNESCO World Heritage
site pulses with life street performers, flower sellers, horse-drawn carriages, and café terraces surround the central Cloth Hall. The
square hosts seasonal markets, including the famous Christmas market. Architectural masterpieces frame every side: St. Mary's
Basilica, the Town Hall Tower, and Renaissance kamienice (townhouses). Underground, the Rynek Museum reveals medieval
foundations. At night, illuminated buildings create magical atmosphere. This is Krakéw's beating heart and essential meeting point.

Top Pick
Cloth Hall (Sukiennice)
45 minutes No Booking Needed

The iconic Renaissance centerpiece of the Main Market Square, serving as a trading hall since 1257. The current structure (rebuilt
after 1555 fire) features distinctive arcaded galleries and decorative attic. The ground floor houses a bustling market selling Polish
handicrafts, amber jewelry, leather goods, and traditional souvenirs. Upstairs, the Gallery of 19th-Century Polish Art displays national
masterpieces. The building beautifully represents Krakéw's mercantile heritage. Evening illumination highlights the architectural
details. The arcades beneath provide shelter and atmospheric shopping space year-round.

B IL Notable
.n Florianska Street

30 minutes No Booking Needed

The grandest stretch of the Royal Road, lined with historic kamienice, upscale shops, cafés, and restaurants. This pedestrian street
connects Florianska Gate to the Main Market Square, following the route Polish kings walked during coronation processions. The street
showcases centuries of architectural styles Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Art Nouveau. Notable buildings include Jama Michalika café
(Art Nouveau landmark) and numerous galleries. Street artists display paintings along the medieval walls. The thoroughfare maintains
its regal atmosphere while serving as a prime shopping and dining destination. Essential Old Town artery connecting key attractions.

Notable
Grodzka Street
20-30 minutes No Booking Needed

The atmospheric continuation of the Royal Road leading from the Main Market Square to Wawel Hill. This gently climbing street
features magnificent churches (including St. Peter and Paul), historic townhouses, and hidden courtyards. The street preserves
medieval character with narrower proportions and intimate scale. Notable sites include the Church on the Rock and numerous arcaded
passageways. Small galleries, antiquarian bookshops, and traditional restaurants occupy historic buildings. Walking Grodzka Street
offers architectural time travel from Gothic through Baroque periods. The street culminates at Wawel, completing the royal
processional route.

Tips for Squares & Streets

¢ Visit the Main Market Square at different times morning markets, afternoon café culture, evening illuminations
each offer unique atmosphere

e Climb the Town Hall Tower in the square for panoramic views (April-October)

e The square hosts seasonal events: Christmas market (December), Easter market (March/April), summer concerts
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e Avoid tourist-trap restaurants directly on the square; venture one block away for better value
o Watch the hourly Hejnat trumpet call from St. Mary's tower a quintessential Krakéw experience

mycitytravelguide.com
Krakéw Travel Guide - Poland




Neighborhoods & Districts

Each of Krakdéw's districts possesses distinct character, from the bohemian creativity of Kazimierz to the industrial-chic
of Podgorze. Exploring beyond the Old Town reveals the city's authentic contemporary life.

Must See
Kazimierz District

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Krakéw's hippest neighborhood, transformed from the historic Jewish quarter into a creative hub buzzing with energy. Beyond
synagogues and museums, Kazimierz offers vintage shops, street art, independent galleries, and the city's best nightlife. Ulica Szeroka
(Broad Street) features outdoor cafés and klezmer music. Side streets hide trendy bars in former Jewish tenements, atmospheric
courtyards, and artisan workshops. The district perfectly balances historical reverence with contemporary cool. Weekend flea markets,
food trucks, and live music create festival atmosphere. Essential for experiencing modern Krakéw's creative spirit while honoring
Jewish heritage.

Top Pick
Podgdrze District

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The former site of the wartime ghetto, now undergoing artistic renaissance. This working-class neighborhood south of the Vistula
River combines somber history (Schindler's Factory, Ghetto Heroes Square) with emerging creative culture. The Cricoteka theater
museum, MOCAK contemporary art museum, and trendy Zabtocie area attract young artists and galleries. Industrial buildings
converted into cultural spaces create unique atmosphere. The elevated Krakus Mound offers panoramic city views. Podgérze reveals
Krakéw's transformation from tragic past to hopeful future. Less touristy than Old Town, authentically local yet culturally dynamic.

OOFL

Notable
Nowa Huta District

0

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

A socialist realist planned city built in the 1950s as a model communist workers' town. This fascinating district showcases Stalin-
era architecture with wide boulevards, monumental buildings, and grand central square (now Ronald Reagan Square). Originally
designed to transform peasants into industrial workers at the massive Lenin Steelworks, Nowa Huta represents communist urban
planning ideals. Today, it's a living museum of Cold War history with museums, vintage cafés in retro interiors, and street art. Guided
tours explore the architecture, social history, and stories of resistance. The district offers unique perspective on Poland's recent past.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

+ Explore Kazimierz in the evening bars and restaurants come alive after dark with unique atmosphere

e Take a guided tour of Nowa Huta to fully understand the social and political context of this unique district

e Father Bernatek Footbridge connects Kazimierz and Podgdrze perfect for walking between districts with Wawel
views

e Zabtocie in Podgdrze is emerging as Krakdéw's creative quarter galleries, studios, and hipster cafés in former
factories

e Each district has distinct character; dedicate full afternoon or evening to properly experience each area
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Parks & Gardens

Krakéw offers beautiful green spaces for relaxation and recreation. From the ring of gardens surrounding the Old Town
to riverside boulevards, these parks provide peaceful retreats from urban exploration.

Top Pick
Planty Park
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A unique ring of gardens encircling the entire Old Town, created in the early 19th century on the site of medieval fortifications. This
4-kilometer green belt features tree-lined paths, flowerbeds, monuments, fountains, and benches perfect for resting between
sightseeing. The park connects major landmarks while providing peaceful shade and beauty throughout seasons. Spring brings
blooming magnolias and chestnuts, autumn offers golden foliage tunnel effects. Multiple entry points allow easy access from any Old
Town location. Popular with joggers, families, and couples seeking romantic strolls.

Top Pick
Vistula Boulevards
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Revitalized riverside promenades along both banks of the Vistula River offering scenic walking, cycling, and relaxation spaces. The
boulevards feature beach bars, food trucks, outdoor gyms, and picnic areas with stunning Wawel Castle views. Summer transforms the
riverbanks into an urban beach atmosphere with sand, deck chairs, and open-air cinema. The left bank (Forum Przestrzenie area)
hosts weekend markets and cultural events. Bike paths connect various districts. Sunset views from the boulevards are spectacular,
making this a favorite spot for evening strolls and photography.

Notable
Jordan Park
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Krakéw's oldest public park (established 1889), named after Dr. Henryk Jordan who promoted physical education. This spacious park
features playgrounds, sports facilities, ponds, and the Btonia meadows a vast open space hosting major events like papal masses and
concerts. The park includes a planetarium, botanical garden section, and numerous walking paths. Popular with families for weekend
recreation. The adjacent Btonia field can accommodate crowds of hundreds of thousands during special events. Summer brings
outdoor concerts and festivals to the park grounds.

Optional
Botanical Garden
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Established in 1783, one of Poland's oldest botanical gardens covering 10 hectares with over 5,000 plant species. The garden
features themed sections including medicinal plants, alpine rock gardens, pond with aquatic species, and greenhouse collections. The
peaceful, academic atmosphere offers escape from tourist crowds. Beautiful throughout seasons spring bulbs, summer roses, autumn
colors. The baroque palm house contains tropical plants. Perfect for plant enthusiasts and those seeking quiet contemplation. Located
near Wawel, making it an easy addition to castle visits. Small entry fee supports maintenance.
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Tips for Parks & Gardens

Planty Park is perfect for a complete Old Town circuit walk allow 1-2 hours for the full loop

Visit Vistula Boulevards on summer weekends for the liveliest atmosphere with beach bars and events
Rent bikes from Wavelo stations to explore riverside paths connecting parks and districts

Jordan Park's botanical section is free entry, making it a budget-friendly green space option

Pack a picnic and enjoy sunset views of Wawel from the Vistula riverbanks a local favorite activity
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Tours & Activities

Enhance your Krakéw experience with specialized tours and activities that provide deeper insights into history,
culture, and local life. From underground explorations to culinary adventures, these experiences offer unique
perspectives.

Top Pick
Free Walking Tours
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Popular tip-based walking tours covering Old Town highlights, Jewish Quarter, or communist history. Knowledgeable guides (often
history students) provide entertaining narratives about Krakéw's past and present. Tours typically last 2-3 hours and depart from Main
Market Square multiple times daily. No booking required just show up at the meeting point. While free, guides work for tips (20-50 PLN
per person suggested). Excellent introduction to the city's layout and essential sights. Various companies offer different routes and
themes. Check reviews and guide quality before choosing.

Notable
Vodka Tasting Tour
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Discover Poland's vodka culture through guided tastings at traditional bars and modern vodka museums. Learn about production
methods, regional varieties, and proper drinking etiquette while sampling premium Polish vodkas including Zubréwka, flavored
varieties, and craft distillations. Tours typically include food pairings with traditional Polish snacks like pickles, herring, and sausages.
Guides explain cultural significance and historical importance of vodka in Polish society. Evening tours combine multiple venues in
Kazimierz or Old Town. Fun, social atmosphere perfect for groups. Book through reputable operators for quality experience and
responsible service.

Notable
Pierogi Making Class
2.5-3 hours Book Ahead

Learn to make Poland's beloved dumplings in hands-on cooking classes. Expert chefs teach traditional techniques for preparing
dough, creating various fillings (potato-cheese, meat, sauerkraut-mushroom, fruit), and proper folding methods. Classes typically
include making multiple pierogi varieties, then enjoying your homemade creations for dinner with traditional accompaniments. Most
classes incorporate cultural stories and cooking tips. Small group settings ensure personal attention. Takes place in professional
kitchens or home-style cooking studios. Perfect activity for families or food enthusiasts. Classes include recipes to recreate dishes at
home.

Notable
Retro Communist Tour
2.5-3 hours Book Ahead

Experience communist-era Poland through guided tours of Nowa Huta district in authentic vintage vehicles (Trabant cars or
Communist-era minibuses). Tours explore socialist realist architecture, visit retro apartments furnished in period style, and explain
daily life under communism. Guides share personal stories and historical context of the Cold War period. Some tours include visits to
working-class bars, tasting period foods, and seeing propaganda materials. The juxtaposition of ideology versus reality creates
fascinating insights. Popular with history buffs and those seeking unique perspectives on recent European history.
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Optional
Hot Air Balloon Ride
3-4 hours total Book Ahead

Float above Krakéw in a hot air balloon for breathtaking aerial views of the Old Town, Wawel Castle, and surrounding countryside.
Flights typically occur at sunrise when wind conditions are optimal, offering golden light and peaceful atmosphere. Experienced pilots
provide commentary while drifting over medieval architecture and the Vistula River. Flights last approximately 1 hour aloft, with total
experience including preparation and celebration lasting 3-4 hours. Weather-dependent activity requiring advance booking. Includes
traditional champagne toast upon landing. Unforgettable romantic experience and spectacular photo opportunity. Premium pricing
reflects exclusivity.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e« Book popular tours (Auschwitz, Wieliczka, food tours) at least 1-2 weeks in advance, especially in peak season
e Free walking tours are tip-based budget 20-50 PLN per person as fair compensation for quality guides

e Evening food and vodka tours in Kazimierz combine history with culinary experiences perfectly

¢ Communist tours provide unique perspective on recent history not found in standard guidebooks

e Check weather forecasts for outdoor activities; many tours operate rain or shine with appropriate clothing
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Day Trips & Excursions

Venture beyond Krakéw to explore remarkable destinations within easy reach. From the sobering history of Auschwitz
to the underground wonders of Wieliczka, these essential excursions complement your city experience.

Must See Book Ahead
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial

Full day (6-7 hours including travel) Book Ahead

The most important historical site near Krakéw and a profound pilgrimage for understanding Holocaust history. This former Nazi
concentration and extermination camp complex (70km from Krakéw) preserves the camps where over 1.1 million people,
predominantly Jews, were murdered during World War Il. Guided tours (mandatory for independent visitors after 10 AM) lead through
Auschwitz | barracks, gas chambers, and exhibitions of victims' belongings, then to massive Birkenau with its railway entrance and
destroyed crematoria. Emotionally demanding but historically essential experience. Respectful attire and behavior required. Allow full
day including 1.5-hour travel each way. Book official tours weeks in advance.

Must See Book Ahead
Wieliczka Salt Mine

Half day (4 hours including travel) Book Ahead

A UNESCO World Heritage site featuring extraordinary underground chambers carved entirely from rock salt over 700 years of
mining. Located 15km from Krakéw, this remarkable attraction descends 135 meters below ground through a series of breathtaking
spaces including the stunning Chapel of St. Kinga a cathedral-sized chamber with chandeliers, altarpiece, and floor all carved from
salt. The 3-hour guided tour covers 3 kilometers of passages, underground lakes, historic mining equipment, and salt sculptures.
Temperature stays constant 14°C year-round. Involves descending 380 steps (elevator return available). Advance booking essential.
One of Poland's most visited attractions.

Top Pick
Zakopane & Tatra Mountains
Full day (10-12 hours including travel) No Booking Needed

Poland's premier mountain resort (100km south of Krakéw) nestled in the stunning Tatra Mountains. This picturesque town offers
wooden highland architecture, regional folk culture, and spectacular alpine scenery. Take the cable car to Kasprowy Wierch peak
(1,987m) for panoramic views, stroll Krupéwki Street for shopping and traditional food, or hike gentler trails. Winter brings skiing and
snowboarding. Sample oscypek smoked cheese and visit thermal pools. The journey through mountain scenery is scenic. Full-day trips
typically include Gubatéwka Hill funicular and free time exploring. Popular year-round destination for nature lovers.

Notable
Wadowice (Pope John Paul Il's Birthplace)
Half day (4-5 hours including travel) No Booking Needed

The charming hometown of Pope John Paul Il (Karol Wojtyta), located 50km from Krakéw. Visit the house where the beloved pope
was born, now a comprehensive museum displaying personal items, photographs, and exhibits chronicling his life from childhood
through papacy. The adjacent main square features the basilica where he was baptized. Taste papal kremdwka (cream cake) at local
cafés the dessert famously enjoyed by John Paul Il. The town offers intimate glimpse into the pope's early years and Polish religious
culture. Can be combined with nearby Kalwaria Zebrzydowska pilgrimage site. Half-day excursion, easily accessible by bus or
organized tour.
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Notable
Ojcéw National Park
Half to full day No Booking Needed

Poland's smallest national park (24km from Krakéw) packs remarkable natural beauty into compact area. The park features
dramatic limestone cliffs, scenic valleys, Hercules' Club rock formation, and ruins of medieval Ojcéw Castle perched on a hilltop. Well-
marked hiking trails of varying difficulty wind through the Pradnik River gorge. Visit Lokietek Cave, one of many caves in the area. The
park offers peaceful nature escape with geological formations and diverse flora. Spring and autumn provide best hiking conditions.
Popular with Krakéw residents for weekend hiking. Accessible by bus or car; organized tours available. Combine with nearby Pieskowa
Skata Renaissance castle for full-day outing.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

Auschwitz and Wieliczka require advance booking book official websites 2-4 weeks ahead during peak
season

Organized day trips include transportation, guide, and entrance fees convenient if time is limited

Public buses reach most destinations but require more planning; trains serve Wieliczka efficiently

Auschwitz visits are emotionally intense; plan quiet evening afterward rather than packed itinerary
Zakopane works better as overnight trip to enjoy evening atmosphere and avoid rushed day-trip schedule
Dress in layers for salt mine (14°C underground) and mountains (weather changes rapidly)
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Krakéw, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4%).
Must See
Indian Flame Wielopole (Authentic indian Restaurant krakow).lbgle zJlJXx*x%x %% 4.9
(14,638)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Indian Flame Wielopole (Authentic indian Restaurant krakow).bgle ¢ JIJ is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.9% from 14638
reviews. Located at Wielopole 22, 31-072 Krakéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30AM - 11:00PM

e Tuesday: 11:30AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 11:30AM - 11:00 PM

Must See

Shadow Resto & Barxxxx% 4.9 (1,442)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Shadow Resto & Bar | Kazimierz | is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.9% from 1442 reviews. Located at Starowislna 41, 31-
038 Krakoéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 4:00 - 10:30 PM

e Tuesday: 4:00 - 10:30PM

e Wednesday: 4:00 - 10:30 PM
e Thursday: 4:00 - 10:30 PM

e Friday: 4:00 - 11:30PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:30PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
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Must See
Gossip Cafexxx %% 4.8 (3,834)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Gossip Cafe is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.8% from 3834 reviews. Located at Swietego Jana 30, 31-018 Krakéw,
Poland.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

e Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM

e Sunday: 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Must See
Amarylis Restaurantxxx*x* 4.8 (701)

I
e
1-2 hours No Booking Needed [

Amarylis Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.8% from 701 reviews. Located at J6zefa Dietla 60, 30-039 Krakdw,
Poland.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
Restauracja Pod Rozax kxxx*x 4.8 (424)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Restauracja Pod Rdz3 is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.8% from 424 reviews. Located at Florianska 14, 31-021 Krakéw,
Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
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Must See
Restauracja Kaptony i Szczezuje a la cartexxx %% 4.8 (1,055)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Restauracja Kaptony i Szczezuje a la carte is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.8 from 1055 reviews. Located at Izaaka 7,
31-057 Krakéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 2:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 2:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 2:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 2:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 2:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See

Bread & Butter Breakfast & Brunch Krakowxxx %% 4.8 (1,557)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Bread & Butter Breakfast & Brunch Krakéw is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.8 from 1557 reviews. Located at
Pedzichéw 23, 31-153 Krakdéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 7:45AM - 2:00 PM

e Wednesday: 7:45 AM - 2:00 PM
e Thursday: 7:45 AM - 2:00 PM

e Friday: 7:45 AM - 2:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:45AM - 2:00 PM

e Sunday: Closed

Must See
Starkaxx*x %% 4.7 (9,136)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Starka | Restaurant & Vodkas is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7 % from 9136 reviews. Located at J6zefa 14, 31-056
Krakéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 1:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
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Must See
Siouxkxk*x*x 4.7 (10,768)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Sioux is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7% from 10768 reviews. Located at Rynek Gtéwny 22, 31-008 Krakdéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 11:00AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Sunday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Must See
Pierwszy Stopien Restaurantxxxx% 4.7 (4,307)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Pierwszy Stopien Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7% from 4307 reviews. Located at Krakowska 17, 31-062
Krakéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 1:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 1:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Old Town Restaurant and Wine Barxxx %% 4.7 (2,702)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Old Town Restaurant and Wine Bar is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7% from 2702 reviews. Located at Bracka 6, 31-005
Krakéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
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Must See
Padre Restaurantxxxx% 4.7 (2,109)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Padre Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7 % from 2109 reviews. Located at Wislna 11, 31-007 Krakdéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 1:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
NOAH Israeli Food Sharing Conceptx k% 4.7 (1,110)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

NOAH Israeli Food Sharing Concept is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7% from 1110 reviews. Located at Beera Meiselsa
24, 31-058 Krakdw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 1:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 1:00 - 9:30 PM

Must See
Salta Restoxxx*x% 4.7 (2,370)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Salta Resto is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.7 % from 2370 reviews. Located at Miodowa 19/1, 31-055 Krakdéw, Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 4:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
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Must See
Morskie Okox*x*x k% 4.6 (12,062)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Morskie Oko is a highly-rated restaurant in Krakéw, rated 4.6% from 12062 reviews. Located at plac Szczepanski 8, 31-011 Krakdw,
Poland.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

Practical Information

Seasonal Guide to Krakow

Spring (April-May): Ideal visiting period with mild temperatures (10-18°C), blooming parks, and fewer crowds than
summer. Easter traditions add cultural richness. Occasional rain showers require light jacket.

Summer (June-August): Peak tourist season with warmest weather (20-25°C) and longest days. Main Market Square
buzzes with outdoor dining and festivals. Book accommodations early. Expect crowds at major attractions and higher
prices. Perfect for outdoor concerts and evening strolls.

Autumn (September-October): Arguably the best time to visit. Pleasant temperatures (12-18°C), stunning fall foliage
in parks, reduced crowds, and lower prices. Cultural season begins with theater premieres and concerts. Golden light
enhances architectural photography.

Winter (November-March): Cold temperatures (-5 to 5°C) with possible snow creating fairytale atmosphere. December
brings magical Christmas markets with mulled wine and handicrafts. January-February offers lowest prices and smallest
crowds. Indoor attractions (museums, churches, concert halls) shine. Dress warmly in layers.

Best Overall: Late April-May and September-October offer optimal balance of weather, crowds, and prices. December
appeals to Christmas market enthusiasts despite cold.

Getting Around Krakéw

» Airport Transfer
Krakoéw Airport (KRK) located 11km west of city center:

e Train: Direct connection to Main Railway Station (17 minutes, runs every 30 minutes, ~9 PLN). Most convenient
option.

e Bus: Lines 208 and 252 connect to city center (30-40 minutes, ~5 PLN with standard ticket). Night bus 902
available.

e Taxi/Uber: Fixed-price taxi stands at arrivals (around 89 PLN to Old Town). Uber typically 50-70 PLN.

¢ Private Transfer: Pre-booked services from 100 PLN, convenient for groups.

Public Transportation

Efficient tram and bus network operated by MPK:
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o Tickets: Single ride (20 minutes) - 5 PLN; 24-hour pass - 18 PLN; 48-hour - 32 PLN; 72-hour - 48 PLN
e Purchase: Ticket machines at stops (English available), kiosks, mobile app (Jakdojade or mPay)

o Validation: Must validate ticket in yellow machines onboard

o Key Tram Routes: Lines 3, 8, 13, 24 serve major tourist areas

¢ Night Service: Limited night buses/trams with different pricing

Walking

Old Town is entirely pedestrian and compact. Most major attractions within 20-minute walk from Main Market Square.
Comfortable shoes essential for cobblestones.

Taxis & Rideshare

Use official taxi companies (iCar, Mega Taxi, Radio Taxi) or Uber/Bolt. Avoid unmarked cabs. Expect 20-30 PLN for trips
within central areas.

Bike Rental

Wavelo public bike system (app-based), numerous rental shops. Dedicated bike lanes along Vistula boulevards. Less
suitable for Old Town cobblestones.

River Cruises

Seasonal cruises on Vistula River offer unique perspective. Departures near Wawel (May-September).

Shopping in Krakéw
What to Buy

o Amber Jewelry: Poland's 'Baltic Gold' in countless designs. Verify authenticity with certification.
Pottery & Ceramics: Traditional Bolestawiec pottery with distinctive blue patterns, hand-painted pieces
o Wodka (Vodka): Premium Polish brands like Zubréwka (bison grass vodka), Chopin, Belvedere

e Folk Art: Wooden sculptures, paper cutouts (wycinanki), embroidered textiles from highland regions

o Religious Items: Icons, rosaries, devotional art from monastery workshops

e Souvenirs: Dragon-themed items, miniature salt miners, Wawel replicas

Books & Prints: Art books, vintage posters, antique maps of Krakéw

Shopping Areas

Cloth Hall (Sukiennice): Central market for traditional crafts, amber, leather goods. Tourist-focused pricing but
authentic quality and convenient location.

Florianska Street & Vicinity: Mix of international brands, Polish designers, jewelry shops, and galleries. Higher-end
shopping experience.

Kazimierz District: Vintage boutiques, independent designers, antique shops, art galleries. Best for unique, non-touristy
finds. Weekend flea market at Plac Nowy.

Galeria Krakowska: Modern shopping mall adjacent to Main Railway Station. 270 stores including international chains,
supermarket, restaurants. Open daily including Sundays.

Stary Kleparz Market: Traditional covered food market (since 1903) selling fresh produce, meats, cheeses, flowers.
Authentic local experience north of Old Town.

Bargaining & Tips

e Prices generally not negotiable in established shops, but gentle negotiation possible in Cloth Hall market stalls for
multiple items

o Compare prices between stalls quality and cost vary significantly

o Verify amber authenticity (hot needle test real amber smells like resin)

e Most shops open 10:00-20:00; smaller boutiques may close Sundays
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e Credit cards widely accepted; some market stalls cash-only
e VAT refund available for non-EU residents on purchases over 200 PLN

Annual Events & Festivals

Major Cultural Events

Jewish Culture Festival (June/July): Week-long celebration featuring klezmer concerts, workshops, film screenings, and
traditional food in Kazimierz. One of Europe's largest Jewish cultural events.

Krakéw Film Festival (May/June): International documentary and short film festival, one of Europe's oldest (founded
1961). Screenings across various venues.

Summer Jazz Festival (July): Free open-air concerts in Main Market Square featuring international jazz artists.
Atmospheric evening performances.

Sacrum Profanum (September): Contemporary classical music festival bringing avant-garde composers and
performers to historic venues.

Unsound Festival (October): Experimental music and audiovisual art festival attracting electronic music enthusiasts
worldwide.

Traditional Celebrations

Easter (March/April): Palm Sunday processions with elaborate palm decorations, Easter markets, traditional Swieconka
(food blessing) ceremonies.

Lajkonik Parade (June): Folkloric celebration commemorating medieval Mongol invasion. Costumed figure representing
Tatar warrior parades from Salwator to Main Market Square.

Christmas Market (December): Festive wooden chalets fill Main Market Square selling handicrafts, gifts, regional foods,
and mulled wine (grzane wino). Live nativity scenes and carol singing.

New Year's Eve (December 31): Massive celebration in Main Market Square with outdoor concert, fireworks at
midnight, street parties throughout Old Town.

National Holidays

o Constitution Day (May 3): Commemorates 1791 Constitution with patriotic celebrations

« Independence Day (November 11): Parades, concerts, patriotic events citywide

o All Saints' Day (November 1): Cemeteries illuminated with thousands of candles visually stunning and deeply
moving tradition

Note: During major holidays, many shops and restaurants close. Museums may have altered hours. Book
accommodations early for festival periods.

Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1: Old Town Highlights

Morning: Begin at Main Market Square (9:00 AM). Witness the trumpet call from St. Mary's Basilica at 9:00. Enter St.
Mary's when it opens (11:30 AM weekdays, 2:00 PM Sundays) to see Veit Stoss altarpiece. Explore the square, visit Cloth
Hall market, climb Town Hall Tower for panoramic views.

Midday: Walk down Florianska Street, photograph the Barbican and Florianska Gate. Lunch at a traditional milk bar (Bar
Mleczny) or restaurant on Floriafska.

Afternoon: Descend to Rynek Underground Museum (pre-booked ticket, 2:00 PM tour). Afterward, walk Grodzka Street
toward Wawel Hill. Tour Wawel Royal Castle and Cathedral (pre-booked tickets, last entry typically 4:00 PM).
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Evening: Stroll through Planty Park gardens encircling Old Town. Dinner in Old Town or trendy Kazimierz. Return to Main
Market Square to see illuminated buildings.

Day 2: Jewish Heritage & Kazimierz

Morning: Start at Kazimierz's Old Synagogue (opens 10:00 AM). Visit adjacent Remuh Synagogue and atmospheric
cemetery. Walk Szeroka Street exploring Jewish heritage sites.

Midday: Lunch at traditional Jewish restaurant (Klezmer Hois, Hamsa). Browse vintage shops and galleries on Jézefa
Street.

Afternoon: Cross Father Bernatek Footbridge to Podgérze. Visit Ghetto Heroes Square and Eagle Pharmacy Museum.
Tour Schindler's Factory Museum (pre-booked, allow 2-3 hours).

Evening: Return to Kazimierz for dinner and nightlife. Experience live klezmer music at one of many venues. Explore Plac
Nowy's bar scene.

Day 3: Day Trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau

Full Day: Organized tour from Krakéw (typically 7:00 AM departure, return 3:00-4:00 PM). Visit both Auschwitz | and
Birkenau camps with professional guide. Emotionally demanding but historically essential experience. Advance booking
required weeks ahead.

Evening: Light dinner and quiet evening after intense day. Reflect in peaceful Planty Park or attend calming classical
concert.

Day 4: Art, Culture & Hidden Gems

Morning: National Museum's Czartoryski Collection to see Leonardo da Vinci's 'Lady with an Ermine' (opens 10:00 AM
Tuesday-Sunday). Allow 1-2 hours.

Midday: Visit St. Francis of Assisi Church to admire Wyspianski's Art Nouveau stained glass. Lunch near Planty Park.

Afternoon: Explore less-visited sites: climb KosSciuszko Mound for panoramic views (20-30 minutes from center by bus),
or visit Manggha Museum of Japanese Art. Alternative: walk the trendy Zabtocie district, visit MOCAK contemporary art
museum.

Evening: Sunset walk along Vistula River boulevards. Dinner at restaurant with Wawel views. Attend opera or concert at
Juliusz Stowacki Theatre.

Day 5: Nature & Surroundings

Morning: Day trip to Wieliczka Salt Mine (25 minutes by train/bus). Tour underground chambers, chapels carved from salt
(2-3 hour guided visit, booking essential).

Afternoon: Return to Krakéw. Relax in Jordan Park or Vistula Boulevards. Rent bikes and cycle riverside paths.
Alternative: visit Bielany-Tyniec Landscape Park or Tyniec Abbey (12km from center).

Evening: Farewell dinner at rooftop restaurant overlooking Old Town. Final stroll through illuminated Main Market Square.
Consider final souvenir shopping at Cloth Hall evening market.

Pro Tips: Book Wawel Castle, Schindler's Factory, and Auschwitz tours well in advance (online, 2-4 weeks ahead).
Download Jakdojade app for public transport. Purchase Krakéw Card for unlimited transport and museum discounts if
visiting multiple paid attractions.

Best Photography Locations

Iconic Viewpoints

Wawel Hill Viewpoint: Best at golden hour (sunset). Position yourself on the Vistula River bank below the castle for
classic castle-on-the-hill composition. The Dragon's Den side offers dramatic angles.
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Main Market Square - Town Hall Tower: Climb for 360° panoramic views of Old Town (open April-October). Best light:
late afternoon. Capture St. Mary's Basilica towers, Cloth Hall roof details, and surrounding kamienice.

Father Bernatek Footbridge: Pedestrian bridge connecting Kazimierz and Podgdérze decorated with acrobat sculptures.
Sunset photos with Wawel Castle in background. Blue hour especially magical.

Krakus Mound: Ancient earthen mound in Podgdrze offering panoramic city views. 30-minute climb. Best for sunrise
photography see Wawel, Old Town, and Tatra Mountains on clear days.

Architectural Details

St. Mary's Basilica: Capture asymmetrical Gothic towers from Main Market Square. Best angles: northwest corner at
sunrise (golden light on facades) or illuminated at blue hour. Hourly trumpet call provides action shots.

Cloth Hall Arcades: Atmospheric arched passageways beneath Sukiennice. Use leading lines and symmetry. Early
morning before crowds for clean shots. Renaissance attic details best visible from elevated positions.

Barbican & City Walls: Medieval fortifications photogenic from multiple angles. Inside courtyards at dusk with dramatic
lighting. Exterior from Planty Park shows full circular structure.

Collegium Maius Courtyard: Gothic arcaded courtyard of Jagiellonian University. Midday soft light ideal for architectural
details. Often quiet, allowing contemplative compositions.

Atmospheric Streets

Kanonicza Street: Krakéw's most beautiful street colorful historic townhouses, flower boxes, cobblestones. Early
morning light best. Walk toward Wawel for castle backdrop.

Szeroka Street (Kazimierz): Wide plaza surrounded by synagogues and cafés. Capture Jewish quarter atmosphere.
Weekend markets add life and color. Blue hour with warm café lights.

Planty Park in Autumn: Golden leaves create tunnel effect. Seek out benches, lamp posts, and monuments as
foreground elements. Misty mornings offer dreamy quality.

Night Photography

Main Market Square at Blue Hour: 30 minutes after sunset provides perfect light balance illuminated buildings with
deep blue sky. Use tripod for long exposures capturing movement and still architecture.

Ghetto Heroes Square Chairs Memorial: Powerful after dark with ground lighting. Long exposure creates haunting
effect. Best on quiet evenings without crowds.

Vistula River Reflections: Wawel Castle reflects in water from riverside paths. Calm evenings produce mirror images.
Include Father Bernatek Bridge's illuminated sculptures.

Hidden Gems

Collegium Novum Rooftop: Less-known viewpoint near Main Square. Peer through courtyard gate for medieval
roofscape compositions.

Piwnica pod Baranami Cellar Stairs: Iconic stone stairway descending into historic cabaret cellar. Dramatic lighting
and texture.

Old Synagogue Interior: Photography allowed (no flash). Capture light streaming through windows onto bimah columns.
Morning light most atmospheric.

Photography Tips: Most churches prohibit flash photography; museums may charge photo fees. Respect 'no
photography' signs at sensitive sites. Download sun position app for planning golden hour shots. Cobblestones challenging
for tripods bring stabilizing gear. Early morning (7-9 AM) and late evening (7-9 PM) offer best light and fewer tourists.
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Electricity & Adapters
Voltage: 230V AC, 50Hz (standard European voltage)

Plug Types: Type C (two round pins) and Type E (two round pins with earth hole). These are standard throughout
continental Europe.

Adapter Requirements:

 US/Canada travelers: Need Type C/E adapter + voltage converter if devices aren't dual-voltage (110-240V). Most
modern electronics (phones, laptops, cameras) are dual-voltage check device specifications.

e UK/Ireland travelers: Need Type C/E adapter (UK uses Type G with three rectangular pins)

o Australia/New Zealand travelers: Need Type C/E adapter

o EU travelers: Most European plugs compatible; some countries may need Type C adapter

Where to Buy: Adapters available at Krakéw Airport, electronic shops in Old Town, Galeria Krakowska mall, and hotel
reception desks (often for loan). Better to purchase before travel for guaranteed availability.

USB Charging: Most modern hotels and cafés provide USB ports. Power banks recommended for full-day sightseeing.

Tip: Universal travel adapter covering multiple plug types offers best flexibility for multi-country trips. Verify your
electronics are dual-voltage before using simple pin adapters.

Polish Cuisine & Dining

Must-Try Traditional Dishes

Pierogi: Poland's iconic dumplings with countless fillings ruskie (potato & cheese), meat, sauerkraut & mushroom, fruit
(sweet version). Order assorted platter to sample varieties. Best at: Przystanek Pierogarnia, Pierogarnia Krakowiacy.

Zurek: Sour rye soup with white sausage, hard-boiled egg, and potatoes, often served in edible bread bowl. Distinctive
tangy flavor, perfect for cold days. Essential hangover cure according to locals.

Bigos: Hunter's stew slow-cooked sauerkraut with various meats, mushrooms, and spices. Rich, hearty, improves with
reheating. Traditional winter dish.

Kotlet Schabowy: Breaded pork cutlet (Polish schnitzel) served with potatoes and cabbage salad. Comfort food staple,
found everywhere.

Zapiekanka: Krakéw street food open-faced baguette topped with mushrooms, cheese, and toppings, grilled until crispy.
Best from Plac Nowy stalls in Kazimierz (open late night).

Obwarzanek Krakowski: Krakéw's answer to bagels braided, boiled, then baked ring-shaped bread with poppy seeds or
salt. UNESCO-protected regional product. Buy from street vendors (2-3 PLN). Perfect breakfast or snack.

Oscypek: Smoked sheep's cheese from Tatra Mountains, served grilled with cranberry sauce. Salty, firm texture. Try at
highlander restaurants or market stalls.

Sweet Treats
Szarlotka: Polish apple cake with cinnamon, served warm with whipped cream. Less sweet than American versions.
Paczki: Polish doughnuts traditionally filled with rose hip jam, eaten especially on Fat Thursday (before Lent).

Kremoéwka (Papal Cream Cake): Custard cream between puff pastry layers, associated with Pope John Paul II's love for
this dessert.

Dining Tips

Bar Mleczny (Milk Bars): Communist-era cafeteria-style eateries serving cheap, authentic Polish food. Order at counter,
pay cashier, collect food. Cash only. Minimal English. Budget-friendly (meals 15-25 PLN). Try: Bar Goraczka, Bar Grodzki.
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Traditional Restaurants: Mid-range options (40-80 PLN per main). Look for: Morskie Oko (highlander cuisine), Pod
Aniotami (medieval atmosphere), Wesele (folk-themed). Reservations recommended for dinner.

Fine Dining: Krakéw's growing restaurant scene includes Michelin-recommended venues. Pod Nosem, Bottiglieria 1881,
Fiorentina offer elevated Polish-international fusion (mains 80-150 PLN).

Vodka Culture: Try traditional vodkas Zubréwka (bison grass), Sliwowica (plum), Wiéniéwka (cherry). Served ice-cold in
shot glasses. Toast with 'Na zdrowie!' (To health!). Responsible sampling at vodka museums or bars.

Timing: Poles eat dinner early (6-8 PM). Many restaurants offer lunch specials (12-4 PM) with discounted set menus.
Kitchens often close by 10 PM except in tourist areas.

Tipping: 10% standard for good service. Round up or leave cash on table. Not automatically included in bill.

Vegetarian Options: While traditional cuisine is meat-heavy, cities offer vegetarian pierogi (ruskie, spinach, fruit),
salads, and mushroom dishes. Modern restaurants have plant-based menus. Try: Veganic, Momo, Glonojad.

Tourist Passes
Krakéw Tourist Card

The official city tourism card providing free entry to over 40 museums and attractions, plus unlimited public
transportation. Available in 2-day (129 PLN) and 3-day (149 PLN) versions. Includes: National Museum branches, Historical
Museum branches, Rynek Underground, free walking tour, discounts at restaurants and shops. Best value for museum
enthusiasts visiting multiple attractions. Purchase online or at tourist information points. Digital version available via
mobile app.
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www.krakowcard.com

Krakéw Pass

Commercial tourism package offering skip-the-line access to major attractions including Wawel Castle, St. Mary's
Basilica, and Rynek Underground. Available in 1, 2, or 3-day options (from 180 PLN). Includes guided tours, hop-on-hop-off
bus, and mobile app with audio guides. More expensive but comprehensive good for short visits prioritizing convenience.
Does not include public transportation.

WWww.Ccracowpass.com

Auschwitz-Birkenau Combined Ticket

Mandatory booking for visiting the memorial and museum. Free general entry but requires advance online reservation
(released 3 months ahead). Guided tours (various languages) cost 75-100 PLN and strongly recommended for context and
historical understanding. Tours typically 3.5 hours covering both Auschwitz | and Birkenau. Book weeks in advance,
especially March-October. Transportation from Krakéw not included book separately or via organized tours.

auschwitz.org

Public Transport Tickets

While not a 'pass,' consider multi-day tickets for unlimited tram and bus travel. Options: 24-hour (18 PLN), 48-hour (32
PLN), 72-hour (48 PLN), or 7-day (64 PLN). Purchase at ticket machines, kiosks, or via mobile app (Jakdojade, mPay).
Excellent value if staying outside Old Town or visiting suburbs. Must validate first use. Family tickets available (up to 2
adults + 2 children).
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