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Things to do in Transylvania

Landmarks & Monuments

Transylvania is home to some of Europe's most spectacular medieval castles and fortifications, each with its own
fascinating history and legends. From Dracula's legendary castle to stunning Renaissance palaces, these landmarks offer
glimpses into centuries of Saxon, Hungarian, and Romanian heritage.

Must See Book Ahead
Bran Castle
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Known worldwide as Dracula's Castle, this 14th-century fortress perches dramatically on a cliff between Transylvania and Wallachia.
While Vlad the Impaler's actual connection is tenuous, the castle's Gothic architecture, secret passages, and atmospheric rooms make
it Romania's most visited tourist attraction. The castle museum displays royal collections, medieval furniture, and armor. The
surrounding courtyard features traditional Romanian houses and a small museum dedicated to Queen Marie.

Must See Book Ahead
Peles Castle
2 hours Book Ahead

A Neo-Renaissance masterpiece nestled in the Carpathian Mountains near Sinaia. Built as the summer residence of King Carol |,
this lavish palace features 160 rooms adorned with German stained glass, Murano crystal chandeliers, and priceless art collections.
The castle showcases exceptional craftsmanship with intricate wood carvings, leather-embossed walls, and a stunning central hall with
retractable glass ceiling. It was one of Europe's first castles with electricity and central heating.

Must See
Corvin Castle (Hunedoara Castle)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

One of Europe's largest and best-preserved Gothic-Renaissance castles, featuring imposing towers, dungeons, and a dramatic
bridge entrance. Built in the 15th century by John Hunyadi, the castle combines military architecture with Renaissance elegance.
Legend says Vlad the Impaler was imprisoned here. The castle's atmospheric halls, Knights' Hall with its massive fireplace, and
underground passages make it a photographer's paradise and film location favorite.
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Top Pick
P n
{% 1 Rasnov Fortress
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

A peasant fortress built by Teutonic Knights around 1215, offering spectacular panoramic views of the Transylvanian valley. This
well-preserved hilltop citadel was built as a refuge for villagers during invasions. Walk through narrow cobblestone streets, explore
medieval houses, and discover the deep well that legend claims was dug by Turkish prisoners. Recent renovations include viewing
platforms and a small museum showcasing daily life in medieval times.

Top Pick
Poenari Castle
2-3 hours including climb  No Booking Needed

The real fortress of Vlad the Impaler, perched high on a cliff overlooking the Arges River. Reaching this authentic medieval ruin
requires climbing 1,480 stairs, but the effort rewards visitors with breathtaking views and an authentic connection to the historical
Dracula. Though partially destroyed by landslides, the remaining towers and walls evoke the fortress's strategic importance. The
dramatic mountain setting and historical significance make it a must-visit for Dracula enthusiasts seeking authenticity over
commercialization.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o Book castle tickets online during peak season (June-September) to avoid long queues, especially at Bran and
Peles castles

» Visit early morning or late afternoon for better lighting and fewer crowds

o Wear comfortable shoes - many castles involve stairs and cobblestone paths

¢ Photography rules vary - some castles charge extra fees for photo permits or prohibit flash photography

¢ Combined tickets available for castle routes - check tourist offices for multi-castle passes
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Museums & Galleries

Transylvania's museums offer fascinating insights into centuries of multicultural heritage, from Roman artifacts and
medieval manuscripts to contemporary Romanian art. The region's diverse history is reflected in specialized collections
showcasing Saxon traditions, Hungarian culture, and Romanian folklore.

Must See
ASTRA National Museum Complex (Sibiu)
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

One of Europe's largest open-air ethnographic museums, spanning 96 hectares with over 300 authentic buildings. Traditional
houses, windmills, watermills, churches, and workshops from across Romania showcase rural architecture and lifestyle. Live
demonstrations of traditional crafts, folk festivals throughout summer, and interactive exhibits bring history to life. The museum's
indoor section displays textiles, ceramics, and folk art collections. Perfect for families with walking trails through forests connecting
exhibition areas.

Top Pick
Brukenthal National Museum (Sibiu)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Romania's oldest museum, established in 1817, housed in a stunning Baroque palace. The art gallery features European masters
including Rubens, Van Dyck, and a renowned collection of Transylvanian Saxon art. Additional sections include natural history,
pharmaceutical history in an authentic 16th-century pharmacy, and decorative arts. The palace itself is an architectural treasure with
ornate frescoed ceilings and period furnishings representing aristocratic life in 18th-century Transylvania.

Top Pick
History Museum of Transylvania (Cluj-Napoca)
2 hours No Booking Needed

Comprehensive collection spanning prehistoric times to modern era, housed in a former magistrate's palace. Highlights include
Roman artifacts from the ancient Napoca settlement, medieval weapons and manuscripts, Renaissance art, and a treasure room with
gold and silver objects. The Pharmacy Museum section recreates an authentic 19th-century apothecary. Rotating exhibitions focus on
specific periods of Transylvanian history, showcasing the region's multicultural heritage through Hungarian, Saxon, and Romanian
perspectives.

Notable
First Romanian School Museum (Brasov)

1 hour No Booking Needed

Located in a 15th-century building where the first Romanian books were printed. The museum preserves the original printing
press, rare religious manuscripts, and the first Romanian-language texts that helped preserve Romanian culture during foreign rule.
Visitors can see how medieval monks created illuminated manuscripts and learn about education in medieval Transylvania. The
adjacent church features beautiful frescoes and represents early Romanian Orthodox architecture in the region.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

e Museum passes available - Sibiu and Cluj offer multi-museum tickets with significant savings

¢ Free admission days - many museums offer free entry on specific days monthly, check websites
¢ English audio guides available at major museums, inquire at entrance

« Photography policies vary - some museums prohibit flash or charge fees for photo permits
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e Winter hours reduced - museums may close earlier or have limited days November-March
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Religious Sites

Transylvania showcases remarkable religious diversity with UNESCO-listed fortified Saxon churches, ornate Orthodox
cathedrals, Gothic Catholic basilicas, and historic synagogues. These sacred spaces reflect centuries of coexistence
among multiple faiths and offer stunning examples of medieval and Baroque architecture.

.0

Must See
Black Church (Biserica Neagra, Brasov)

1 hour No Booking Needed

The largest Gothic church in Romania and Southeastern Europe, named for smoke-blackened walls from a 1689 fire. This Lutheran
cathedral features stunning rib vaults, a massive 4,000-pipe organ with summer concerts, and one of Europe's finest collections of
Oriental carpets (over 100 Anatolian rugs). The church tower offers panoramic city views. Notable features include Renaissance pews,
Gothic stone carvings, and stained glass windows. The church remains an active Lutheran parish serving Brasov's Saxon community.

Top Pick
Biertan Fortified Church
1.5 hours No Booking Needed

A UNESCO World Heritage site and one of Transylvania's most impressive fortified churches, featuring triple walls and defense
towers. Built between 1490-1524, this Gothic church served as the Saxon Bishop's seat for 300 years. The altarpiece features 28
painted panels depicting biblical scenes. The famous door lock with 15 bolts and intricate mechanism symbolized Saxon
craftsmanship. The 'divorce prison' held couples considering separation, forcing them to share one plate and spoon to encourage
reconciliation.

Top Pick
Viscri Fortified Church

2 hours including village No Booking Needed

Another UNESCO gem in a picturesque Saxon village that caught Prince Charles's attention, leading him to purchase and restore
property here. The 12th-century church sits atop a hill surrounded by white walls and defensive towers. The village remains
remarkably authentic with traditional Saxon houses, horse-drawn carts, and minimal modern intrusions. Visit the village museum
showcasing traditional crafts and lifestyle. The church's simplicity contrasts beautifully with elaborate fortifications, representing the
Saxon community's priorities: faith and security.

Top Pick
St. Michael's Church (Cluj-Napoca)

45 minutes No Booking Needed

A magnificent Gothic Catholic cathedral dominating Unirii Square, built between 1349-1487. The 80-meter neo-Gothic tower (added
in 1859) provides spectacular views of Cluj. Inside, admire the ribbed vaulted ceiling, ornate altars, and stained glass windows. The
church houses the tomb of King Matthias Corvinus's father, John Hunyadi. The building represents the Hungarian Catholic community's
historical influence in Transylvania. Regular organ concerts showcase the church's excellent acoustics.
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Notable
Orthodox Cathedral (Cluj-Napoca)
45 minutes No Booking Needed

A stunning Byzantine-style cathedral completed in 1933, featuring colorful frescoes, golden domes, and intricate mosaics. The
cathedral's architecture blends Romanian and Byzantine elements with modern construction techniques. Interior paintings by
renowned artist Anastase Demian depict biblical scenes and Romanian saints. The cathedral serves as the seat of the Orthodox
Metropolitan of Cluj and represents Romanian religious identity in this multicultural city. The peaceful courtyard offers respite from the
busy city center.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Dress modestly when visiting active churches - cover shoulders and knees

* Services schedule - avoid visiting during religious services unless participating respectfully

o Fortified church access - many village churches require finding the key keeper; ask locals or check notice boards
o Donation encouraged - small contributions help maintain these historic buildings

Guided tours offer deeper insights into religious history and architectural details
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Ancient & Historical Sites

From Roman ruins to medieval citadels, Transylvania's historical sites span two millennia. The region's strategic
position made it a crossroads of civilizations, leaving behind Dacian fortresses, Roman settlements, and perfectly
preserved medieval towns that earned UNESCO recognition.

Must See
Sighisoara Medieval Citadel
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

The only inhabited medieval citadel in Europe and UNESCO World Heritage Site, birthplace of Vlad the Impaler. This perfectly
preserved 12th-century Saxon town features nine towers, cobblestone streets, colorful merchant houses, and Gothic churches. Climb
the covered wooden stairway (Scholar's Stairs, 172 steps) to the Church on the Hill. Visit Vlad Dracul's house, now a restaurant and
museum. The Clock Tower museum offers panoramic views and historical exhibits. Summer medieval festivals bring history alive with
costumed performances and craft demonstrations.

Must See
Alba lulia Fortress
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Massive star-shaped Vauban fortress representing over 2000 years of history from Roman Apulum to modern Romania. The site
witnessed the 1918 unification of Transylvania with Romania. Seven gates lead into the citadel containing museums, Orthodox and
Catholic cathedrals, and the Coronation Cathedral where Romanian kings were crowned. Daily Changing of the Guard ceremonies in
Habsburg-era uniforms occur at noon. Walk along the impressive walls for views of the city and surrounding hills. Archaeological park
displays Roman ruins including amphitheater remains.

Must See
Sibiu Historic Center
Half to full day No Booking Needed

A beautifully preserved medieval Saxon town named European Capital of Culture in 2007. The historic center divides into Upper and
Lower Towns connected by stairs and passages. Famous for houses with 'eye' windows that seem to watch passersby. Large Square
(Piata Mare) hosts festivals and markets surrounded by Baroque buildings. The Bridge of Lies, Romania's oldest cast-iron bridge,
comes with legends about dishonest people causing it to collapse. Council Tower offers panoramic views. The city's cultural scene
includes theaters, art galleries, and year-round festivals.

Top Pick
Sarmizegetusa Regia

2-3 hours plus travel No Booking Needed

The ancient capital of the Dacian Kingdom and UNESCO World Heritage Site, perched in the Orastie Mountains. This sacred and
military complex from the 1st century BC features circular sanctuaries, defensive walls, and terraced structures. The site reveals
sophisticated Dacian civilization before Roman conquest. The sacred area includes the Great Round Sanctuary with its massive
limestone columns arranged in a precise circular pattern. Remote mountain location requires hiking but rewards visitors with
spectacular views and connection to pre-Roman history. Important for understanding Transylvania's ancient roots.
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Tips for Ancient & Historical Sites

o Wear sturdy shoes - cobblestones and uneven surfaces common in historic areas

+ Free walking tours available in major towns, tips expected but great value

o Archaeological sites often lack shade - bring sun protection and water

o Combined tickets for town attractions save money - available at tourist information centers
o Early morning visits best for photography without crowds in popular citadels
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Squares & Streets

Transylvania's historic squares and promenades serve as vibrant gathering places surrounded by architectural
treasures. These spaces host markets, festivals, and outdoor cafés where locals and visitors experience the region's social
life against backdrops of medieval, Baroque, and Art Nouveau buildings.

Must See
Council Square (Piata Sfatului, Brasov)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The heart of Brasov, surrounded by colorful Baroque merchant houses and dominated by the Council House with its iconic trumpet
tower. This medieval trading hub hosts Christmas markets, summer festivals, and outdoor concerts. Numerous cafés and restaurants
line the square offering perfect people-watching spots. The Black Church towers at one end while mountain views frame the other.
Street performers and artists add to the lively atmosphere, especially during summer evenings.

Must See
Large Square (Piata Mare, Sibiu)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Sibiu's grandest square surrounded by elegant Baroque buildings and featuring the Council Tower. The square hosts major cultural
events including the International Theatre Festival and Christmas markets. The Brukenthal Museum, Catholic Church, and Town Hall
create an impressive architectural ensemble. Restaurants with terraces occupy historic buildings, perfect for enjoying the atmosphere.
The square's spacious layout accommodates large events while maintaining intimate café corners. Those mysterious 'eye' windows in
surrounding roofs watch over the bustling scene below.

Top Pick
Unirii Square (Cluj-Napoca)
1 hour No Booking Needed

Cluj's main square featuring stunning Gothic St. Michael's Church and imposing statue of King Matthias Corvinus on horseback.
The square showcases diverse architectural styles from Gothic to Art Nouveau. The Banffy Palace houses the Art Museum while other
buildings host cafés and shops. Popular venue for festivals, concerts, and public gatherings. The square's open space and surrounding
terraces make it perfect for experiencing Cluj's vibrant student culture and cosmopolitan atmosphere.

Notable
Republicii Street (Brasov)
1 hour No Booking Needed

Brasov's main pedestrian boulevard connecting Council Square to the Schei district. Lined with shops, cafés, and historic buildings
showcasing various architectural styles. The street's lively atmosphere makes it perfect for evening strolls. Historic landmarks include
the Weaver's Bastion and old city gates. Street musicians and outdoor terraces create a Mediterranean ambiance. During holidays, the
street decorates beautifully with lights and seasonal displays. Shopping ranges from international brands to local artisan boutiques.

Tips for Squares & Streets
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 Evening atmosphere - squares come alive after 6 PM with locals gathering at terraces

¢ Seasonal events - check local calendars for festivals, concerts, and markets in main squares

« Photography golden hours - early morning or late afternoon for best lighting on historic buildings
e Terrace prices vary - squares typically more expensive than side streets

o Free WiFi available in most central squares and pedestrian areas
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Transylvania's historic neighborhoods reflect multicultural heritage with distinct Saxon, Hungarian, and Romanian
quarters. From bohemian arts districts to traditional craftsmen's streets, each neighborhood offers unique character,
architecture, and local atmosphere beyond typical tourist paths.

Top Pick
Schei District (Brasov)

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The historic Romanian quarter where Romanian citizens were required to live during Saxon rule. This atmospheric neighborhood
centers around the First Romanian School Museum and the beautiful Church of St. Nicholas. Narrow streets lined with traditional
houses climb the hillside offering views of Brasov. The area maintains authentic character with small workshops, traditional
restaurants, and quieter atmosphere than the main tourist center. Sunday farmers' market showcases local produce and crafts.
Perfect for understanding Romanian cultural identity within the Saxon-dominated medieval city.

Notable
Lower Town (Sibiu)

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Connected to Sibiu's Upper Town by the famous Liars' Bridge, this area features narrower streets, craftsmen's workshops, and
riverside walks. Historically home to artisans and merchants, it maintains a more intimate, residential character. The Passage of Stairs
connects both levels through a covered passage. Galleries, antique shops, and cozy restaurants occupy medieval buildings. The Lower
Town offers authentic glimpses of daily life away from main tourist flows while remaining accessible and safe.

Notable
Cetatuia District (Cluj-Napoca)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

A hillside neighborhood offering panoramic views of Cluj from the Belvedere lookout point. Winding streets with elegant villas from
the early 20th century create a peaceful residential atmosphere. The Hoia Forest nearby adds natural appeal. Popular with Cluj
residents for weekend walks and picnics. Several good restaurants with terraces offer sunset views over the city. Less touristy but
easily accessible by walking or driving from the center. The area represents Cluj's expansion beyond medieval walls.

Notable
Sub Tampa (Brasov)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The neighborhood beneath Mount Tampa and the Hollywood-style Brasov sign. This area blends residential housing with tourist
amenities including the cable car station. Walking trails begin here leading up the mountain for hikers. The district offers authentic
interactions with locals while staying close to main attractions. Small parks, playgrounds, and cafés cater to families. The cable car
provides easy mountain access for spectacular city views. Local markets and bakeries give visitors chances to experience daily
Romanian life beyond the tourist center.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts
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e Local guides - neighborhoods best explored with local guides who share insider stories

« Respectful photography - residential areas deserve privacy; avoid photographing people without permission
o Small businesses - support local cafés and shops in residential neighborhoods

o Safety - neighborhoods are generally very safe, but avoid poorly lit areas at night

¢ Language basics - learning a few Romanian phrases appreciated in residential areas
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Parks & Gardens

Beyond urban parks, Transylvania's natural beauty encompasses dramatic mountain landscapes and pristine
wilderness. From the Carpathian peaks to mysterious forests and crystal-clear glacial lakes, the region offers exceptional
outdoor experiences for nature lovers and adventure seekers.

Must See
Tampa Mountain (Brasov)
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

The iconic mountain with the Hollywood-style BRASOV sign visible from the city center. Cable car whisks visitors to the summit in
minutes, or hiking trails offer 1-2 hour climbs through forest. Summit provides 360-degree panoramic views of Brasov, surrounding
mountains, and the Barsa Valley. Well-maintained trails, picnic areas, and a restaurant make it family-friendly. Paragliders launch from
here on suitable days. The sign, best photographed from the city below, was inspired by Hollywood and serves as Brasov's landmark.
Winter brings cross-country skiing opportunities.

Must See
Piatra Craiului National Park
Full day or multi-day No Booking Needed

A stunning limestone mountain range forming one of Romania's most dramatic natural landmarks. The narrow ridge stretches
25km with peaks reaching over 2,200m, offering challenging hiking for experienced trekkers. Vertical cliffs, karst formations, and
endemic flora create spectacular scenery. The park protects rare wildlife including chamois, brown bears, and golden eagles. Multiple
hiking trails range from easy valley walks to technical ridge traverses requiring sure footing. Spring wildflowers and autumn colors
make seasonal visits special. Mountain huts provide overnight accommodation for multi-day treks.

Must See
Balea Lake & Transfagarasan Highway
Full day No Booking Needed

A spectacular glacial lake at 2,034m altitude accessible via Romania's most famous mountain road. The Transfagarasan, called 'the
best road in the world' by Top Gear, features dramatic switchbacks and tunnels carved through the Fagaras Mountains. The lake sits in
a cirque surrounded by peaks, with a mountaintop hotel offering unique accommodation. Cable car provides alternative access from
Balea Cascade. Summer only access (typically June-October) due to snow. The road journey itself is an attraction with countless
viewpoints, waterfalls, and photo opportunities. Ideal for road trips and mountain photography.

Top Pick
Turda Gorge (Cheile Turzii)
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

A spectacular limestone canyon with vertical walls reaching 300m height, carved by the Hasdate River. Easy hiking trails follow the
gorge through dramatic scenery with caves, rock formations, and diverse flora. Popular with rock climbers who scale the sheer cliffs.
The gorge stretches 3km and requires 2-3 hours to traverse completely. Spring brings wildflowers while autumn colors paint the
canyon walls. Multiple entry points and circular routes accommodate various fitness levels. Protected natural area with rare plant
species and nesting birds of prey. Close to Cluj-Napoca making it an easy day trip.
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Top Pick
Apuseni Natural Park
Full day or multi-day No Booking Needed

A vast wilderness area famous for spectacular caves, underground rivers, and traditional shepherd culture. The Scarisoara Ice Cave
contains a massive underground glacier, while Bears' Cave features impressive stalactite formations. Traditional villages practice
transhumance, moving livestock to mountain pastures in summer. The Padis Plateau offers karst landscapes with disappearing rivers
and natural bridges. Hiking trails range from easy forest walks to challenging mountain routes. The park preserves traditional
Romanian mountain culture alongside pristine nature. Summer brings opportunities to experience shepherd life and taste authentic
mountain cheese.

Optional
Sub Arini Park (Sibiu)
1 hour No Booking Needed

A peaceful urban park perfect for relaxing after sightseeing. Tree-lined paths, playgrounds, and green spaces provide local
atmosphere away from tourist crowds. Popular with Sibiu residents for morning jogs, afternoon picnics, and evening strolls. The park
connects to the city center via pleasant walking routes. Simple cafés and benches offer spots to rest and observe daily life. While not a
major attraction, it provides authentic local experience and green respite in the city.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

o Weather preparation - mountain weather changes rapidly; bring layers and rain gear

o Bear safety - Romania has Europe's largest brown bear population; make noise while hiking and follow local
guidance

¢ Trail marking - Romanian trails use colored stripe system (red, blue, yellow); carry maps or GPS

e Mountain rescue - emergency number 112; inform others of hiking plans in remote areas

e Seasonal access - high mountain roads and trails often closed November-May due to snow

¢ Local guides recommended for challenging routes and wildlife spotting
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Tours & Activities

Experience Transylvania through specialized tours and unique activities that bring history, culture, and nature to life.
From Dracula-themed adventures to wildlife tracking, cave exploration to traditional craft workshops, these experiences
provide deeper connections to the region's heritage and landscapes.

Must See Book Ahead
Dracula Tours
1-3 days Book Ahead

Multi-day or single-day tours following Vlad the Impaler's footsteps through Transylvania. Typical routes include Bran Castle,
Poenari Fortress, Sighisoara (his birthplace), and medieval Brasov. Professional guides separate historical facts from Bram Stoker's
fiction. Some tours include overnight stays in atmospheric castle hotels. Evening tours may feature themed dinners with 'Dracula’
performances. Options range from luxury coach tours to adventurous hiking expeditions. Popular packages combine castles with
fortified churches and Saxon villages for comprehensive historical experience.

Must See
Salt Mine Tours (Turda & Slanic Prahova)
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Explore underground wonderlands in historic salt mines transformed into tourist attractions and wellness centers. Turda Salt Mine
features an underground lake with boats, Ferris wheel, mini-golf, and amphitheater in massive cathedral-like chambers. The
microclimate benefits respiratory health. Slanic Prahova claims to be the largest salt mine in Europe with a small museum and
underground church. Both maintain constant cool temperatures year-round. The surreal underground spaces create unforgettable
experiences. Popular with families and photographers. Air quality makes visits therapeutic for asthma and allergy sufferers.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Bear Watching Expeditions

4-6 hours (evening) Book Ahead

Guided experiences to observe wild brown bears in their natural habitat from safe observation hides. Romania hosts Europe's
largest brown bear population (over 6,000 individuals). Evening excursions to forest hides offer chances to photograph bears feeding.
Professional guides ensure safety while maximizing wildlife sightings. Tours operate mainly May-October when bears are most active.
Locations near Brasov and in the Carpathian Mountains. Includes education about bear behavior and conservation. Some tours
combine bear watching with other wildlife like deer, wild boar, and birds of prey.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Cave Exploration Tours

1-3 hours per cave Book Ahead

Guided visits to Transylvania's spectacular underground world. Scarisoara Ice Cave maintains permanent ice formations and
underground glacier. Bears' Cave (Pestera Ursilor) showcases stunning stalactites, stalagmites, and fossil remains. Meziad Cave offers
adventure caving experiences with underground rivers. Tours vary from easy walkways suitable for all ages to challenging
speleological expeditions requiring proper equipment. The caves maintain constant cool temperatures. Professional guides explain
geological formations and history. Photography opportunities abound with proper lighting. Some caves require advance booking
especially during peak season.
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Notable
Traditional Craft Workshops
2-4 hours Book Ahead

Hands-on experiences learning Romanian folk arts from master craftspeople. Options include pottery making in traditional kilns,
wool spinning and weaving, wood carving, painted egg decoration (oud incondeiate), and traditional cooking classes. Villages like
Viscri and Biertan offer workshops in authentic settings. Learn techniques passed down through generations while supporting local
artisan communities. Take home your handmade souvenirs. Some workshops include meals with local families. Available year-round
but especially popular during summer folk festivals. Great for families and culture enthusiasts.

Notable
Cycling Tours
Half-day to multi-day Book Ahead

Explore Transylvania by bike through scenic countryside and medieval villages. Routes range from easy rides through Saxon
villages to challenging mountain biking in the Carpathians. Popular routes connect fortified churches, following relatively flat valley
roads. Multi-day tours include accommodation and luggage transfer. E-bike options available for less strenuous trips. Spring and
autumn offer ideal temperatures and beautiful scenery. Local operators provide quality bikes and support vehicles. Some tours
combine cycling with cultural experiences like wine tasting or traditional meals. Great way to cover more ground while enjoying fresh
air and exercise.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book in advance - popular tours (especially bear watching and Dracula tours) fill quickly in summer

« Small group tours offer better experiences than large bus tours for wildlife and nature activities

¢ Physical requirements - check fitness levels needed; some activities more demanding than expected
o Weather contingencies - outdoor activities may be canceled or rescheduled for safety

¢ Travel insurance recommended for adventure activities and multi-day tours

¢ Local operators often provide better value and expertise than international package tours
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Day Trips & Excursions

Transylvania's strategic location enables diverse day trips to surrounding regions. Explore medieval Moldavian
monasteries with exterior frescoes, venture into the remote Maramures with wooden churches, or discover the stunning
Danube Delta. Each excursion reveals different facets of Romania's rich cultural and natural heritage.

Top Pick
Bucegi Mountains & Sphinx
Full day No Booking Needed

A dramatic mountain range featuring bizarre rock formations including the famous Sphinx and Babele (Old Ladies). Cable car from
Busteni provides easy access to 2,000m+ altitude. The natural rock formations resemble faces and figures, inspiring legends. Hiking
trails connect various formations with stunning Carpathian views. The Bucegi Plateau offers relatively flat walking after the cable car
ascent. Caraiman Peak features a massive Heroes' Cross monument. Popular year-round with summer hiking and winter skiing.
Weather can be harsh with strong winds. Mountain hut restaurant serves traditional food. Day trip from Brasov or overnight in
Busteni/Sinaia.

Top Pick
Painted Monasteries of Bucovina

2-3 days from Transylvania No Booking Needed

UNESCO World Heritage sites featuring exterior frescoes from the 15th-16th centuries. Voronet (the 'Sistine Chapel of the East'),
Moldovita, Sucevita, and Arbore showcase vivid biblical scenes painted on outer walls. The famous 'Voronet Blue' color remains vibrant
after 500 years. These monasteries represent unique Byzantine art and Romanian Orthodox traditions. Located in northeastern
Romania, they require overnight stay or very long day trip from Transylvania. Best visited with a guide who can explain the complex
iconography. Spring and summer show the frescoes in best light. Combined tours visit 3-4 monasteries in one day.

Top Pick
Maramures Region

2-3 days recommended No Booking Needed

A remote northern region where traditional rural life continues largely unchanged. Famous for UNESCO-listed wooden churches with
tall spires, Maramures preserves authentic village culture. Residents wear traditional clothing daily, practice ancient crafts, and
maintain centuries-old customs. The Merry Cemetery in Sapanta features colorful carved wooden crosses with humorous epitaphs.
Horse-drawn carts remain primary transport in many villages. Stay with local families for authentic experience. Summer brings
haymaking and sheep festivals. Located 4-5 hours from Cluj, best as 2-3 day trip. Experiencing genuine traditional European culture
before modernization.
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Notable
Retezat National Park
Multi-day No Booking Needed

Romania's first national park and wildest mountain range, featuring over 80 glacial lakes and pristine alpine wilderness. Retezat
hosts rare wildlife including chamois, marmots, and Europe's largest population of large carnivores. Hiking trails range from valley
walks to challenging peak ascents over 2,500m. Lake Bucura, Romania's largest glacial lake, reflects surrounding peaks spectacularly.
Multi-day treks through the park offer serious mountain adventure. Mountain huts provide basic accommodation. Best visited June-
September. Requires good fithess and mountain experience. Remote location means limited facilities. True wilderness experience for
serious outdoor enthusiasts.

Notable
Danube Delta

2-3 days minimum Book Ahead

Europe's largest wetland and UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, where the Danube River meets the Black Sea. This unique ecosystem
hosts over 300 bird species including pelicans, making it a paradise for birdwatchers. Boat trips navigate channels through reed beds,
visiting traditional fishing villages accessible only by water. The Letea Forest features unusual sand dunes and wild horses. Stay in
Tulcea or within the delta for immersive experience. Best visited May-June or September for bird migrations. Summer brings heat and
mosquitoes but maximum wildlife activity. Located far from Transylvania (84 hours) but worth the journey for nature lovers.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Overnight stays recommended - most day trips are distant; consider 2-day excursions for relaxed pace
e Guided tours valuable - remote areas benefit from local knowledge and logistics support

o Early starts necessary - many destinations require 2-4 hours travel each way

¢ Pack accordingly - mountain weather unpredictable; bring layers and rain protection

¢ Fuel and food - rural areas have limited services; plan refreshment stops

o Local guides essential for Maramures and Painted Monasteries to understand cultural context
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Transylvania, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4%).

Must See
La Hambarx xx %% 4.9 (378)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Hambar is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.9% from 378 reviews. Located at 087205 Singureni, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

¢ Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 5:30 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 5:30 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 4:00PM, 5:30 - 11:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 - 4:00 PM

Must See

Punct Gastronomic Local ~ La mama Lilixx% %% 4.9 (740)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Punct Gastronomic Local ~ La mama Lili is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.9% from 740 reviews. Located at Strada
Bradesei, 107640 Tesila, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

¢ Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: Closed

e Friday: Closed

e Saturday: 1:00 - 5:00 PM
e Sunday: 1:00 - 5:00 PM

Must See
Punct gastronomic Casa Danikxxx %% 4.8 (141)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Punct gastronomic Casa Dani is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.8% from 141 reviews. Located at Strada Aurel Vlaicu
33, 557045 Biertan, Romania.
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Must See
Ograda*x*xx %% 4.8 (4,319)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Ograda is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.8% from 4319 reviews. Located at Piata Sfatului 14, 500030 Brasov,
Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Hanul Vrajit Restaurant-Terasax x k%% 4.8 (1,038)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Hanul Vrajit Restaurant-Terasa is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.8% from 1038 reviews. Located at Sat Capatanenii
Pamanteni, nr. 189A, 117041 Arefu, Romania.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

¢ Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

e Saturday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

e Sunday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

Must See
Rustic Inn Drajnaxxx** 4.8 (3,447)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Rustic Inn Drajna is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.8% from 3447 reviews. Located at Drajna Noua, 917080
Dragalina, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM
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Must See
Valea Verde Restaurant by Jonas Schaeferxxx%x% 4.8 (29)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

s
Y
=

Map

Valea Verde Restaurant by Jonas Schaefer is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.8% from 29 reviews. Located at Str.
Principala 119, 547057 Bahnea, Romania.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

¢ Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 8:00 AM - 10:30 PM

e Sunday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Must See
La Ceaun - Piata Sfatuluixxx*% 4.7 (11,795)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Ceaun - Piata Sfatului is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.7 from 11795 reviews. Located at Piata Sfatului 11-12,
500031 Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Stana Turistica Sergianaxxx*x* 4.7 (6,172)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Stana Turistica Sergiana is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.7 from 6172 reviews. Located at Strada Pastorului 5,
500001 Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:30 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 11:30 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:30 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:30PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:30PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:30 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:30PM
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Must See
La Ceaun - Michael Weissxx*x %% 4.7 (12,151)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Ceaun - Michael Weiss is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.7% from 12151 reviews. Located at Strada Michael
Weiss 27, 500031 Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
Bistroteca Baumxx k%% 4.7 (2,044)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Bistroteca Baum is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.7 % from 2044 reviews. Located at Strada Tudor Vladimirescu 49,
555500 Dumbraveni, Romania.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM
e Sunday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

Must See
Sergianaxxxx%x 4.6 (17,492)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Sergiana is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.6% from 17492 reviews. Located at Strada Muresenilor 28, 500030
Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:00 AM - 11:30PM

e Tuesday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Wednesday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM
e Thursday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Friday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Sunday: 11:00 AM - 11:30 PM
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Must See
Belvedere Restaurantkxxx%x% 4.6 (177)

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Belvedere Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.6% from 177 reviews. Located at Strada Stejerisului 11,
Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 4:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 4:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 4:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 4:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 4:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 11:30AM - 11:00 PM

Must See
Sub Tampaxxx*x* 4.6 (7,308)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Sub Tampa is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.6% from 7308 reviews. Located at Aleea pietonala de sub Tampa,
Aleea Tiberiu Brediceanu, 500014 Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 1:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

Must See
Bistro de I'Artex x*x*% 4.6 (4,863)

1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Bistro de I'Arte is a highly-rated restaurant in Transylvania, rated 4.6% from 4863 reviews. Located at Piata George Enescu 11Bis,
500031 Brasov, Romania.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 12:00 - 11:00 PM
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Practical Information

Seasonal Guide to Transylvania

Spring (April-May): Wildflowers bloom across meadows and mountains, temperatures mild (10-20°C). Easter
celebrations showcase traditional customs. Fewer tourists make this ideal for castle visits. Some high mountain passes still
closed. Perfect for photography with green landscapes and clear air.

Summer (June-August): Peak tourist season with warm weather (20-30°C) and all attractions open. Festival season
brings cultural events, medieval fairs, and outdoor concerts. Mountain hiking at its best with all trails accessible. Crowded
at major sites like Bran Castle; book accommodations early. Occasional afternoon thunderstorms in mountains.

Autumn (September-October): Perhaps the best time to visit with stunning fall foliage, comfortable temperatures
(15-25°C), and harvest festivals. Fewer crowds than summer but all attractions still operating. Wine harvest celebrations
and traditional food festivals. Excellent hiking weather with clear mountain views. Early October ideal before November
rains begin.

Winter (November-March): Snow transforms Transylvania into winter wonderland. Christmas markets in Sibiu, Brasov,
and Cluj magical. Skiing available in Poiana Brasov and surrounding resorts. Some castles and mountain roads closed.
Accommodation cheaper but limited hours at attractions. Authentic experience with fewer tourists. Temperatures often
below freezing (-5 to 5°C).

Insider Tip: Late May to mid-June and September offer the perfect combination of good weather, manageable crowds,

and full attraction access.

Getting Around Transylvania

Arriving in Transylvania

By Air: Main airports include Cluj-Napoca (CLJ), Sibiu (SBZ), and Targu Mures (TGM). Bucharest Henri Coanda Airport
(OTX) offers international flights with 3-hour drive/train to Transylvania. Low-cost airlines connect to European cities.
Airport transfers available via taxi (negotiate fixed price), bus, or pre-booked private transfer.

Inter-City Travel

Trains: Romanian Railways (CFR) connects major cities. Intercity trains comfortable and affordable. Brasov-Sighisoara
(2.5 hours), Cluj-Sibiu (3 hours). Book tickets at stations or online at cfrcalatori.ro. First class worth small extra cost for
comfort. Overnight trains available for longer distances.

Buses: FlixBus and local companies connect cities and villages. Often faster than trains but less comfortable. Essential for
reaching smaller towns and fortified churches. Check autogari.ro for schedules. Bus stations (autogara) usually near train
stations.

Rental Cars: Highly recommended for flexibility exploring rural areas, fortified churches, and mountain regions.
International chains available at airports. Romanian driving can be challenging - watch for aggressive drivers and potholed
roads. GPS essential for rural navigation. Winter requires snow tires. Parking in city centers difficult; use guarded lots.

Local Transportation

Taxis & Ride-Sharing: Taxis meter-regulated in cities but confirm driver starts meter. Uber and Bolt available in Cluj,
Brasov, Sibiu. Very affordable compared to Western Europe. Essential for late-night transport.

Walking: Historic centers compact and pedestrian-friendly. Most attractions within walking distance in city centers.
Comfortable shoes essential for cobblestones and hills.

Important: Romanian drivers can be aggressive. Pedestrian crossings not always respected. Stay alert and make eye
contact before crossing.

* Airport Transfer

Cluj-Napoca International Airport (CLJ) to city center:
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o Airport Bus Line 5: Runs to Cluj-Napoca city center in about 20 minutes, ticket costs around 3 RON

e Taxi: Metered taxi to central Cluj-Napoca takes 15-20 minutes and costs roughly 30-40 RON

¢ Private Transfer: Pre-booked car service to Brasov or Sighisoara takes 2.5-3 hours and costs around 400-600
RON

o Car Rental: Self-drive is the most practical way to explore Transylvania, with compact cars available from about
120 RON per day

Shopping & Souvenirs
What to Buy
Traditional Crafts: Hand-embroidered blouses (ie), woven textiles, pottery from Corund and Horezu, carved wooden

items, painted eggs (oua incondeiate). Authentic pieces from artisan workshops in villages offer better quality than tourist
shop mass-produced items.

Food Products: Local honey (especially mountain varieties), plum brandy (tuica or palinca), sheep cheese (cas and
branza), jams and preserves, walnuts. Farmers' markets offer authentic products. Vacuum-packed cheese travels well.

Wine & Spirits: Romanian wine improving rapidly, especially from Dealu Mare and Murfatlar regions. Craft beer from
local microbreweries. Remember alcohol limits for international travel.

Specialty Items: Saxon ceramics from Sibiu, Transylvanian salt (from salt mines), herbal teas and natural remedies,
sheepskin products, handmade soaps.

Where to Shop

Farmers' Markets: Best for authentic local products. Brasov's market near Piata Unirii, Sibiu's market on Piata Cibin.
Open mornings, busiest on weekends. Bargaining not typical but friendly negotiation acceptable.

Artisan Workshops: Villages like Viscri, Biertan, and Prejmer have craft cooperatives. Support local communities by
buying directly from artisans. Often watch craftspeople working.

Shopping Centers: Modern malls in Cluj (lulius Mall), Brasov (Coresi), and Sibiu for international brands and electronics.
Open daily until 10 PM. Less atmospheric but convenient for necessities.

Antique Shops: Sibiu and Cluj have interesting antique shops with old books, coins, and collectibles. Check export
regulations for valuable antiques.

Bargaining Tips

Bargaining not customary in regular stores and restaurants. Acceptable at outdoor markets for produce and at some
artisan stalls, but Romanian culture values fair pricing. Negotiate taxi fares before entering unlicensed cabs. Most prices
reasonable by Western European standards.

VAT Refund: Non-EU visitors can claim VAT refund on purchases over €175. Request tax-free form at shops, process at
airport when departing Romania.

Festivals & Annual Events

Major Cultural Festivals

Sibiu International Theatre Festival (June): One of Europe's largest performing arts festivals transforming Sibiu into
an open-air stage. Street performances, contemporary theatre, dance, and music from international artists. Week-long
celebration attracting 70,000+ visitors. Many events free.

Transilvania International Film Festival - TIFF (Cluj, June): Romania's most prestigious film festival showcasing
international and Romanian cinema. Open-air screenings in Union Square, workshops, and celebrity guests. Turns Cluj into
cinema paradise for 10 days.

Medieval Festival Sighisoara (July): The citadel hosts medieval reenactments, knights' tournaments, craft
demonstrations, and traditional music. Costumed performers, period food, and authentic atmosphere. One of Romania's
best medieval festivals.
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Brasov Jazz & Blues Festival (Various months): International jazz artists perform in intimate venues around the city.
High-quality performances in atmospheric settings.

Traditional Celebrations

Easter (March/April): Painted eggs, special breads (pasca and cozonac), church services. Villages maintain authentic
traditions with processions and folk customs. Restaurant reservations recommended for Easter Sunday.

Sanziene / Dragobete: Traditional Romanian celebrations with flower crowns, bonfires, and folk rituals. Village
celebrations more authentic than urban ones.

Christmas Markets (December): Sibiu, Brasov, and Cluj host beautiful Christmas markets with crafts, mulled wine (vin
fiert), traditional foods, and festive atmosphere. Sibiu's market among Europe's most charming. Opens late November
through January.

Local Events

Sheep Festivals (Spring): Celebrate transhumance (moving flocks to mountain pastures) with traditional music, sheep
shearing demonstrations, and cheese making. Authentic rural experience in mountain villages.

Harvest Festivals (September-October): Wine harvest celebrations, plum harvest for tuica distilling, apple festivals.
Participate in traditional activities and taste seasonal products.

National Days: December 1 (Great Union Day) - military parades and celebrations. October 25 (Army Day). Expect
closures of some attractions and government offices.

Festival Planning: Book accommodations months in advance for major festivals. Sibiu and Cluj see significant price

increases and full hotels during festival periods.

Sample Day Itineraries

Day 1: Brasov & Surroundings

Morning (8:00-12:00): Start at Council Square (Piata Sfatului), explore the Black Church, walk Republica Street to the
old Weaver's Bastion. Take the cable car up Tampa Mountain for panoramic views and the Hollywood-style Brasov sign.
Return and wander the Schei District, visiting the First Romanian School Museum.

Lunch (12:00-13:30): Traditional Romanian lunch at a restaurant in the historic center. Try sarmale (cabbage rolls) and
mamaliga (polenta).

Afternoon (13:30-18:00): Drive or take a bus to Bran Castle (30 minutes). Spend 2 hours exploring Dracula's Castle and
the surrounding village market. Return to Brasov via Rasnov Fortress (optional stop, 1 hour).

Evening (18:00+): Dinner at a terrace on Council Square. Evening stroll through illuminated streets. Try local craft beer
at one of Brasov's pubs.

Day 2: Sibiu - Cultural Immersion

Morning (9:00-12:30): Begin at Large Square (Piata Mare), climb the Council Tower for views. Visit the Brukenthal
Museum for art and history. Walk to Small Square (Piata Mica) and cross the famous Liar's Bridge to Lower Town. Explore
the narrow streets and artisan workshops.

Lunch (12:30-14:00): Lunch at a traditional Romanian restaurant. Try ciorba (sour soup) and local sausages.

Afternoon (14:00-18:00): Drive to ASTRA Museum Complex (15 minutes). Spend 3-4 hours wandering the open-air
ethnographic museum, watching craft demonstrations, and exploring traditional houses from across Romania.

Evening (18:00+): Return to city center for dinner. Walk the illuminated Huet Square. Sample papanasi (Romanian
donuts) for dessert.
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Day 3: Sighisoara & Saxon Villages

Morning (8:00-13:00): Drive to Sighisoara (2 hours from Brasov). Explore the medieval citadel, climb the Clock Tower,
walk the covered stairs to Church on the Hill. Visit Vlad Dracul's birthplace (now a restaurant). Lunch in the citadel.

Afternoon (13:00-18:00): Drive to Biertan Fortified Church (30 minutes), explore the UNESCO site and village (1.5
hours). Continue to Viscri (45 minutes), another UNESCO village with fortified church. Walk the village streets, observe
traditional life, visit Prince Charles's restored houses.

Evening: Return to base or stay overnight in village guesthouse for authentic experience. Traditional dinner with host
family if arranged.

Day 4: Cluj-Napoca & Turda

Morning (9:00-13:00): Explore Cluj's historic center starting at Unirii Square. Visit St. Michael's Church, Matthias
Corvinus statue, and Banffy Palace Art Museum. Walk to the Orthodox Cathedral for Byzantine architecture. Browse the
Central Market for local atmosphere.

Lunch (13:00-14:30): Modern Cluj cuisine at one of the city's trendy restaurants. Cluj's dining scene is Romania's most
innovative.

Afternoon (14:30-19:00): Drive to Turda Salt Mine (40 minutes). Spend 2-3 hours in the underground wonderland - take
a boat on the underground lake, ride the Ferris wheel, and enjoy the unique atmosphere. Optional: stop at Turda Gorge for
a short hike if time permits.

Evening (19:00+): Return to Cluj for dinner and experience the city's vibrant nightlife. Cluj has Romania's best bar and
club scene thanks to its large student population.

Day 5: Mountain Adventure

Morning (7:00-12:00): Option A - Transfagarasan: Early start driving one of the world's most spectacular mountain
roads. Stop at numerous viewpoints, Balea Waterfall, and reach Balea Lake (cable car or drive depending on season). Pack
warm clothes as altitude exceeds 2,000m.

Option B - Piatra Craiului: Drive to Piatra Craiului National Park for mountain hiking. Trails range from easy valley walks to
challenging ridge hikes. Pack lunch and hiking gear.

Lunch (12:00-13:30): Picnic lunch with provisions from local markets, or mountain hut meal if available.

Afternoon (13:30-18:00): Continue mountain exploration, or for less active option: visit Peles Castle in Sinaia for tour of
Romania's most beautiful castle and grounds.

Evening (18:00+): Return to base tired but fulfilled. Light dinner and early rest after active mountain day.

Itinerary Notes: These itineraries assume you have a rental car for flexibility. Public transport possible but adds time.
Adjust timing based on season (longer days in summer, shorter in winter). Always check attraction opening hours in
advance, especially in off-season. Allow buffer time for unexpected discoveries and photo stops.

Best Photography Locations

Iconic Landmarks

Brasov Sign from Council Square: Classic shot of the Hollywood-style sign on Tampa Mountain from the heart of the
old town. Best time: Morning light (8-10 AM) or golden hour (1 hour before sunset). Use Republic Street or Council Square
as foreground.

Peles Castle Front Facade: The most photographed angle showcasing the Neo-Renaissance architecture. Best time:
Mid-morning (10-11 AM) when sun illuminates the facade. Arrive early before crowds. Tripods allowed in garden but not
inside castle.

Bran Castle from Hill Viewpoint: Walk 10 minutes uphill from parking for elevated perspective showing castle
dramatically perched on cliff. Best time: Late afternoon for side lighting that emphasizes textures.
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Sighisoara Clock Tower at Dusk: The colorful medieval buildings around the Clock Tower glow beautifully at twilight.
Best time: Blue hour (30 minutes after sunset). Use long exposure for dreamy effect.

Natural Landscapes

Transfagarasan from Piscul Negru: The serpentine road with countless switchbacks best captured from this elevated
viewpoint. Best time: Midday when angle shows the road clearly. Drone photography spectacular here if permitted.

Piatra Craiului Ridge: Dramatic limestone cliffs and mountain vistas. Multiple vantage points along hiking trails. Best
time: Sunrise for pink-tinted peaks, or late afternoon for strong side lighting creating depth.

Balea Lake Reflection: Perfect mirror reflections of surrounding peaks when water is calm. Best time: Early morning
before wind disturbs water surface. Arrive at cable car opening time.

Charming Villages

Viscri Village Overview: Climb the hill behind the fortified church for postcard view of the entire Saxon village with
traditional houses and rolling hills. Best time: Golden hour when low sun emphasizes textures and creates warm tones.

Sibiu's Eyes: The famous house windows that look like eyes. Multiple examples on Piata Mica and surrounding streets.
Best time: Midday for detail, or dusk for atmospheric shots with interior lights glowing.

Brasov Council Square Panorama: From the Black Church tower or Council House tower, capture the colorful square
surrounded by baroque buildings and mountains beyond. Best time: Morning or late afternoon to avoid harsh overhead
light.

Atmospheric Shots

Black Church Interior: Gothic architecture, oriental carpets, and atmospheric lighting. Photography permit required
(small fee). Use high ISO to avoid flash which is prohibited. Morning when sunlight streams through stained glass creates
dramatic beams.

Turda Salt Mine: Surreal underground spaces with boats, Ferris wheel, and cathedral-like chambers. Best approach:
Wide-angle lens essential, tripod helpful for low light. The main amphitheater offers spectacular symmetrical composition.

Fog in Transylvania: Autumn mornings bring mystical fog settling in valleys around castles and villages, perfect for
moody Dracula-themed shots. Best locations: Around Bran Castle, Saxon villages, rural valleys. Be prepared to wake early
(5-7 AM).

Instagram Favorites

e Strada Sforii, Brasov: One of Europe's narrowest streets (1.3m wide). Creates unique compressed perspective
shots.

e Large Square, Sibiu: Colorful buildings and cobblestones, especially beautiful during Christmas market with
lights and decorations.

e Prince Charles's Guest House, Viscri: Charming traditional Saxon house with blue trim. Respectful photography
welcome from street.

e Corvin Castle Bridge: The dramatic wooden bridge entrance with towers behind creates fairytale compositions.

« BRASOV Sign at Night: llluminated sign visible from various city viewpoints creates dramatic night shots.

General Photography Tips:

e Golden hour (first/last hour of sunlight) provides best natural lighting for most subjects

¢ Many churches and museums prohibit photography or charge fees - always ask first

e Tripods often restricted in crowded attractions; bring bean bag for low-light situations

e Drone regulations strictly enforced - prohibited near airports, military areas, and national heritage sites without

permits

o Weather app essential - Transylvanian weather changes rapidly, especially in mountains

e Respect privacy in villages - ask permission before photographing people, especially Roma communities
Polarizing filter invaluable for reducing glare on castle windows and enhancing mountain sky
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Electricity & Adapters
Voltage: Romania uses 230V, 50Hz electrical system, standard for European Union.

Plug Type: Type C (Europlug with two round pins) and Type F (Schuko with two round pins and grounding clips) are
standard. Same as most of continental Europe.

Adapters Needed:

o UK travelers: Yes - UK uses Type G (three rectangular pins)

« US/Canada travelers: Yes - North America uses Type A/B (flat pins, 110V)
o Australia/NZ travelers: Yes - Australasia uses Type |

o EU travelers: No adapter needed - same plug types

Voltage Converters: Most modern electronics (phones, laptops, cameras) have built-in voltage converters (100-240V
compatible). Check your device's power adapter label. Hair dryers, straighteners, and other heat appliances may require
voltage converters if not dual-voltage, or purchase locally.

Where to Buy: Adapters available at airports (expensive), electronics stores in cities (Altex, Emag stores), and most
hotels can lend adapters at reception. Better to purchase before departure or at first airport.

USB Charging: Widely available in hotels, restaurants, and public spaces. Most accommodation provides multiple outlets.
Romanian outlets may be limited in older buildings - bring power strip if traveling with multiple devices.

Pro Tip: Universal travel adapter with USB ports solves multiple problems. Many Airbnbs and guesthouses in old buildings

have limited outlets, so a compact power strip valuable for charging multiple devices.

Transylvanian Cuisine

Must-Try Traditional Dishes

Sarmale: Cabbage rolls stuffed with minced pork and rice, slow-cooked for hours, served with sour cream and mamaliga
(polenta). Considered Romania's national dish. Best enjoyed at traditional restaurants or home-cooked.

Ciorba: Sour soups that define Romanian cuisine. Ciorba de burta (tripe soup) is beloved hangover cure, ciorba de fasole
cu ciolan (bean soup with smoked pork knuckle) hearty winter warmer, ciorba de legume (vegetable soup) lighter option.
The sourness comes from fermented wheat bran (bors) or lemon juice.

Mamaliga: Cornmeal porridge similar to polenta, served as side dish or main course. Traditionally eaten with sour cream
and cheese (mamaliga cu branza si smantana). Sometimes fried into golden cakes.

Mici (Mititei): Skinless grilled minced meat rolls (mixture of beef, pork, lamb) seasoned with garlic and spices. Street
food staple eaten with mustard and bread. Perfect beer accompaniment.

Cozonac: Sweet bread with walnut, Turkish delight, or chocolate filling, traditional at Easter and Christmas but available
year-round. Best from artisan bakeries.

Papanasi: Fried dough donuts topped with sour cream and berry jam. The ultimate Romanian dessert - rich, sweet,
indulgent. Often too large to finish alone.

Transylvanian Specialties
Varza calita: Stewed sauerkraut with pork and dill, comfort food typical of Transylvania's Saxon heritage.
Tocana: Hearty meat stews slow-cooked with vegetables. Every region has variations.

Gulas (Goulash): Hungarian influence shows in this paprika-rich beef soup, popular in Transylvanian cities with
Hungarian populations.

Kirtéskalacs (Chimney cake): Sweet spiral pastry roasted on a spit, coated with sugar, cinnamon, or other toppings.
Hungarian specialty found throughout Transylvania, especially Brasov and Sighisoara.
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Palinca: Strong fruit brandy (35-70% alcohol), traditionally plum but also made from apples, pears, apricots. Offered as
welcome drink. Warning: very strong!

Dining Tips
Portions: Romanian portions generous. Soups often filling enough as main course. Consider sharing desserts.

Meal Times: Lunch (pranz) typically 12:00-15:00, dinner (cind) 18:00-22:00. Restaurants in tourist areas stay open
longer. Small villages have limited dining hours.

Tipping: 10% standard for good service. Round up for drinks. Not obligatory but appreciated. Some tourist restaurants
add service charge automatically - check bill.

Vegetarian Options: Traditionally meat-heavy cuisine but improving. Cities have vegetarian restaurants. Ask for 'de
post' (fasting food) - traditional meatless dishes for Orthodox fasting days. Salads, ciorba de legume, and mamaliga cu
branza reliable options.

Restaurant Types:

e Crama: Traditional cellar restaurant, often best for authentic dishes

e Taverna/Hanul: Rustic traditional dining, sometimes with live folk music
e Berarie: Beer house serving pub food and local craft beers

o Cofetarie/Patiserie: Cafe serving coffee and cakes, light meals

Where to Eat

Brasov: Sergiana for traditional food in historic setting, Bella Musica for atmosphere in merchant's house, Festival39 for
modern take on Romanian cuisine.

Sibiu: Crama Sibiul Vechi for traditional dishes in medieval cellar, Kulinarium for upscale Romanian-German fusion.

Cluj-Napoca: Casa Vikingilor for hearty traditional meals, Samsara Foodhouse for vegetarian/vegan, Roata for authentic
Romanian hospitality.

Sighisoara: Casa Vlad Dracul for tourist-friendly traditional food in Dracula's birthplace, Gasthaus Alte Post for German-
Romanian cuisine.

Market Experience: Visit farmers' markets (piata) for fresh produce, local cheese, honey, and baked goods. Sample
before buying encouraged. Markets busiest Saturday mornings. Bring small cash denominations.

Tourist Passes
Brasov Tourist Card

Offers free or discounted entry to major attractions including Tampa cable car, museums, and the citadel. Includes
public transport and discounts at partner restaurants and shops. Available for 24, 48, or 72-hour periods. Purchase at
Tourist Information Centers or online. Best value if visiting multiple attractions over 2-3 days.

www.brasov.eu

Sibiu City Card

Provides free admission to museums including Brukenthal and ASTRA, discounts on guided tours, and partner
restaurant offers. Available for 48 or 72 hours. Particularly valuable during festival periods when attractions crowded.
Purchase at Tourist Info Point in Large Square or participating hotels. Card pays for itself with just 3-4 museum visits.

turism.sibiu.ro
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Cluj City App & Discounts

While no official card exists, the Cluj Napoca Guide app offers discount coupons for attractions, restaurants, and tours.
Free download provides walking routes, event calendar, and special offers. Check Visit Cluj website for current promotions
and combination tickets for museums. Many attractions offer student and senior discounts with ID.

visitcluj.ro

Castle Route Combo Tickets

Some tour operators offer combination tickets for popular castle routes including Bran, Peles, and Rasnov. Private tour
companies often bundle entrance fees with transportation for better value. Check with Tourist Information Centers about
current multi-attraction packages. Booking castle tours online in advance often cheaper than gate prices, especially in
peak season.

Regional Museum Passes

Multiple-museum tickets available in Sibiu covering Brukenthal complex (5 locations), in Alba lulia for fortress
museums, and Brasov for history museum branches. Valid for several days, allowing flexible visiting. Purchase at any
included museum. Significant savings for culture enthusiasts planning to visit multiple museums.
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