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Things to do in Dubai

Landmarks & Monuments

Dubai's skyline is defined by architectural marvels that push the boundaries of engineering and design. These iconic
structures represent the city's ambitious spirit and have become symbols recognized worldwide.

Must See Book Ahead
Burj Khalifa
2-3 hours Book Ahead

The world's tallest building at 828 meters dominates Dubai's skyline with its neo-futuristic design. Visitors can ascend to
observation decks on the 124th, 125th, and 148th floors for panoramic views stretching across the Arabian Gulf. The journey includes
multimedia presentations about Dubai's transformation, and the experience culminates in breathtaking 360-degree vistas. Sunset
visits are particularly spectacular, offering views of the city transitioning from day to night. The At The Top SKY experience on level
148 provides the highest observation deck in the world with personalized attention and gourmet refreshments.

Must See
Palm Jumeirah
Half day No Booking Needed

The world's largest artificial archipelago shaped like a palm tree is visible from space and represents one of engineering's greatest
achievements. The palm consists of a trunk, 16 fronds, and a surrounding crescent, adding 520 kilometers of new coastline. Visitors
can explore luxury hotels, beach clubs, restaurants, and attractions along the palm. The monorail provides scenic transportation from
the mainland to the Atlantis resort at the crescent. The View at The Palm offers a 52nd-floor observation deck with stunning 360-
degree views of the entire palm structure and Dubai skyline.

Top Pick Book Ahead

2-4 hours Book Ahead

This iconic sail-shaped luxury hotel stands on an artificial island 280 meters offshore and has become synonymous with Dubai's
opulence. While primarily a hotel, visitors can experience its grandeur through dining reservations at award-winning restaurants,
afternoon tea at Sahn Eddar, or guided tours. The interior features a stunning 180-meter atrium with gold leaf décor, dancing
fountains, and aquariums. Each of the 202 duplex suites offers floor-to-ceiling windows with spectacular views. The hotel's helipad has
hosted tennis matches and car stunts, cementing its status as an architectural icon.
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Top Pick Book Ahead
Dubai Frame

1-2 hours Book Ahead

This 150-meter tall rectangular frame offers a unique perspective on Dubai's evolution, literally framing views of old Dubai on one
side and new Dubai on the other. The structure features a glass-floor bridge at the top, providing thrilling views straight down. Inside,
visitors journey through immersive galleries showcasing Dubai's transformation from a fishing village to a global metropolis. The
museum uses augmented reality and multimedia displays to bring history to life. The views from the top encompass both the heritage
districts and modern skyscrapers, symbolizing Dubai's bridge between tradition and innovation.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o Book Burj Khalifa tickets in advance online to secure preferred time slots and save up to 20% compared to on-
site purchases

o Visit observation decks during sunset hours (around 5-6 PM) for the most dramatic lighting and photo opportunities

e Consider the Fast Track tickets at Burj Khalifa to skip queues during peak tourist seasons

e Burj Al Arab requires reservations for all visits book dining or afternoon tea at least 2-3 weeks ahead

e« Download the Burj Khalifa app for augmented reality features that enhance your observation deck experience
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Museums & Galleries

Dubai's cultural landscape has expanded dramatically with world-class museums and galleries that celebrate both
regional heritage and international art. These institutions offer deep insights into Arabian culture, Islamic art, and
contemporary creativity.

Must See Book Ahead
Museum of the Future
2-3 hours Book Ahead

e
¢
W

This architectural marvel with its distinctive torus shape and Arabic calligraphy facade explores humanity's potential futures
through immersive exhibitions. The museum's seven floors journey through themes including space exploration, climate solutions, and
biotechnology. Interactive installations allow visitors to experience tomorrow's technologies today, from Al-powered health solutions to
sustainable cities. The building itself is an engineering wonder, using advanced construction techniques and renewable energy.
Exhibitions change regularly, ensuring repeat visits offer new experiences. The meditation room on the top floor provides panoramic
city views and moments of reflection.

Top Pick
Dubai Museum (Al Fahidi Fort)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Located in Dubai's oldest existing building dating from 1787, this museum chronicles the emirate's transformation from a modest
fishing village to a global metropolis. Exhibits include traditional Emirati life, pearl diving history, desert ecology, and archaeological
discoveries. Life-sized dioramas recreate souks, date farms, and desert camps with impressive detail. Underground galleries house
artifacts spanning millennia, from ancient pottery to traditional weapons. The fort's architecture features coral walls and gypsum,
representing traditional Gulf construction. Audio guides provide context for the extensive collections spread across multiple halls.

Notable
Etihad Museum
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

This modern museum documents the formation of the United Arab Emirates in 1971 through interactive exhibits and historical
artifacts. The distinctive pavilion design features seven columns representing the pens used to sign the union agreement. Visitors
explore multimedia galleries showcasing the founding fathers' vision, historical photographs, and personal accounts. The museum
houses the actual Union House where leaders signed the constitution. Educational programs and temporary exhibitions deepen
understanding of Emirati identity and culture. The waterfront location adds to the contemplative experience of learning about nation-
building.

Notable
Alserkal Avenue

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Dubai's premier contemporary art district in the industrial Al Quoz area hosts over 40 galleries, creative spaces, and cultural
institutions. The converted warehouses showcase cutting-edge Middle Eastern and international art across painting, sculpture,
photography, and installations. Regular events include gallery nights, art talks, film screenings, and performances. Notable galleries
include Carbon 12, The Third Line, and Green Art Gallery. The avenue also features design studios, concept stores, and artisanal cafes.
The artistic community creates a bohemian atmosphere rare in Dubai, making it essential for culture enthusiasts.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

¢ Purchase Museum of the Future tickets weeks in advance as slots fill quickly, especially during school holidays
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Visit Alserkal Avenue on Saturday afternoons when most galleries are open and the artistic community is active
Check for special gallery night events at Alserkal Avenue, typically held quarterly with extended hours and artist
meet-and-greets

¢ Dubai Museum offers excellent value at just 3 AED entrance fee perfect for budget-conscious travelers

o Allow extra time at Museum of the Future for the immersive experiences which require participation rather than
passive viewing
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Religious Sites

Dubai's religious architecture reflects Islamic traditions and the city's role as a cultural crossroads. While Dubai is
predominantly Muslim, the emirate demonstrates tolerance with various places of worship serving its diverse population.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Jumeirah Mosque
1.5 hours Book Ahead

Dubai's most photographed mosque and one of the few open to non-Muslim visitors offers cultural understanding tours explaining
Islamic traditions, architecture, and practices. Built in the medieval Fatimid style, the mosque features intricate stone carvings and
twin minarets. Tours include presentations on the five pillars of Islam, prayer demonstrations, and Q&A sessions in a welcoming
environment. Visitors can try traditional Emirati refreshments and view exhibits about Islamic art. The mosque is particularly stunning
at night when illuminated against the dark sky. The Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding conducts these educational
sessions with respect and openness.

Optional
Al Farooq Omar Bin Al Khattab Mosque
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Inspired by Istanbul's Blue Mosque, this striking Ottoman-style mosque features beautiful domes and minarets alongside a replica
of Turkey's famous blue tiles. The architecture combines traditional Islamic design elements with modern construction techniques.
While primarily a functioning mosque for worshippers, it offers limited access during specific times for visitors interested in Islamic
architecture. The interior showcases magnificent calligraphy, geometric patterns, and ornate chandeliers. The peaceful atmosphere
provides insight into the spiritual dimension of Emirati life. Evening views when illuminated make it a popular photography subject
from external vantage points.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Book Jumeirah Mosque tours in advance through the Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding
website

e Tours run Saturday through Thursday at 10 AM arrive 15 minutes early for check-in

e Dress modestly: women should cover hair, arms, and legs; abayas and scarves are provided if needed

Photography is permitted during tours take advantage of the beautiful architecture and lighting

e Ask questions during the Q&A portion guides encourage curiosity and open dialogue about Islam
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Dubai has redefined shopping as entertainment with spectacular malls that are destinations in themselves, featuring
aquariums, ski slopes, and architectural wonders alongside world-class retail therapy.

Must See
i\~ The Dubai Mall
Half to full day No Booking Needed

The world's largest shopping destination by total area features over 1,200 retail stores alongside spectacular attractions. The
Dubai Aquarium and Underwater Zoo showcases thousands of aquatic animals in a massive suspended tank visible from multiple
levels. The Olympic-sized ice rink hosts public skating and shows. Additional attractions include VR Park, KidZania, and the Souk
section replicating traditional Arabian markets. Dining options span from fast food to Michelin-worthy restaurants. Fashion Avenue
houses luxury brands in an elegant setting. The mall connects directly to Burj Khalifa and hosts the Dubai Fountain shows visible from
multiple viewing areas.

Must See
Downtown Dubai
Half to full day No Booking Needed

The city's prestigious central district centers around Burj Khalifa and Dubai Mall, representing Dubai's modern identity. The area
encompasses luxury hotels, high-end residences, Souk Al Bahar, and the Opera District. Dubai Opera hosts world-class performances
from ballet to concerts in a distinctive dhow-shaped building. The Mohammed Bin Rashid Boulevard features upscale dining and retail.
Address Hotels provide luxury accommodation with fountain views. The district is highly walkable by Dubai standards with covered
walkways connecting attractions. Evening illumination creates spectacular ambiance. This concentration of premium experiences
makes Downtown essential for first-time visitors.

Top Pick
Mall of the Emirates
Half day No Booking Needed

This premier shopping destination houses Ski Dubai, the Middle East's first indoor ski resort and snow park featuring real snow, ski
slopes, and resident penguins. Beyond the unprecedented winter sports facility, the mall offers over 600 retail brands from high-street
to luxury labels. The Magic Planet entertainment zone and VOX Cinemas provide additional entertainment. Multiple dining areas
include everything from casual eateries to fine dining restaurants. The mall's architecture features soaring ceilings and natural light,
creating an airy shopping environment. Regular events, fashion shows, and seasonal celebrations add to the experience.

Top Pick
Gold Souk
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Located in Dubai's historic Deira district, this traditional covered market dazzles with over 300 retailers displaying elaborate gold
jewelry in stunning profusion. The souk holds a Guinness World Record for the world's largest gold ring weighing 64 kilograms. Visitors
find 18K, 21K, and 22K gold pieces alongside precious gems and pearls. The traditional atmosphere with wooden-roofed walkways
contrasts dramatically with Dubai's modern face. Skilled bargaining can yield significant discounts from displayed prices. The souk is
particularly enchanting in evenings when illuminated and bustling with activity. Quality is generally high with strict regulations
ensuring authenticity.

mycitytravelguide.com
Dubai Travel Guide - United Arab Emirates




Top Pick
Al Fahidi Historical District
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Dubai's oldest heritage neighborhood features traditional wind-tower architecture in narrow lanes that transport visitors to pre-oil
Dubai. The restored district houses art galleries, museums, cultural cafes, and heritage guesthouses within traditional coral and
gypsum buildings. The XVA Art Hotel showcases contemporary Middle Eastern art. The Coffee Museum documents coffee's cultural
significance. Traditional courtyards provide cool retreats from desert heat. Cultural activities include art exhibitions, poetry readings,
and traditional music performances. The Arabian Tea House serves authentic Emirati cuisine in atmospheric settings. This district
demonstrates Dubai's commitment to preserving heritage amid rapid modernization.

Top Pick
Dubai Marina
Half day No Booking Needed

This man-made canal city features impressive skyscrapers surrounding a 3-kilometer waterfront promenade lined with restaurants,
cafes, and yachts. The area represents modern Dubai lifestyle with international dining, beach clubs, and luxury living. The Marina
Walk offers pleasant strolling with views of illuminated towers reflected in water. Dubai Marina Mall provides shopping and
entertainment. Boat tours depart regularly showcasing waterfront architecture. The adjacent Jumeirah Beach Residence (JBR) offers
public beach access and The Walk outdoor shopping district. Evening atmosphere buzzes with residents and tourists dining alfresco.
The area is well-connected via metro and tram systems.

Notable
Spice Souk
1 hour No Booking Needed

Adjacent to the Gold Souk, this aromatic traditional market overflows with colorful spices, dried fruits, nuts, and traditional herbs
piled in fragrant mountains. The sensory experience includes saffron, cardamom, frankincense, and exotic blends unique to Arabian
cuisine. Friendly vendors offer samples and cooking advice while demonstrating the traditional souk bargaining culture. Beyond spices,
shops sell traditional remedies, incense, rose water, and dates. The narrow lanes capture old Dubai's trading heritage predating the
modern metropolis. Prices are negotiable and significantly lower than supermarkets, making it practical for purchasing ingredients and
gifts.

e Notable
Deira & Bur Dubai
Half day No Booking Needed

These historic districts flanking Dubai Creek preserve the city's trading heritage and offer authentic local experiences away from
tourist megaprojects. Traditional souks, heritage houses, and bustling streets reveal everyday Emirati and expat life. The Creek itself
remains active with traditional abra water taxis crossing between districts. Deira's Gold, Spice, and Perfume Souks attract bargain
hunters. Bur Dubai's textile souk and Hindi Lane showcase multicultural heritage. Traditional restaurants serve regional cuisines at
local prices. The areas maintain gritty authenticity contrasting sharply with polished modern Dubai, offering valuable cultural
perspective.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Visit Dubai Mall on weekday mornings (before 11 AM) to avoid massive crowds, especially during Dubai Shopping
Festival

Download mall apps for interactive maps, parking assistance, and exclusive dining/retail offers

At souks, start bargaining at 40-50% of the asking price and settle around 60-70% for fair deals

Combine Gold and Spice Souk visits as they're adjacent use an abra (water taxi) crossing from Bur Dubai for
authentic experience
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e Check Dubai Mall's fountain show schedule and secure viewing spots 15 minutes early for popular evening
performances

e Visit Al Fahidi during cooler morning or late afternoon hours the traditional architecture lacks air conditioning

e Take an abra (water taxi) across Dubai Creek for 1 AED it's the most authentic and economical transport
experience

e Dubai Marina evenings offer the best atmosphere with illuminated towers and waterfront dining arrive around 6-7
PM

e« Downtown Dubai is extremely walkable but use covered walkways during hot days to avoid direct sun exposure

e Combine Al Fahidi with Dubai Museum and nearby souks for comprehensive old Dubai exploration in one trip
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Parks & Gardens

Despite its desert location, Dubai offers numerous green spaces, manicured parks, and stunning beaches. These provide

respite from urban intensity and showcase the emirate's commitment to public spaces and leisure.
Top Pick

Dubai Miracle Garden

2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The world's largest natural flower garden transforms over 72,000 square meters into a floral wonderland featuring more than 150
million flowers arranged in breathtaking displays. Attractions include life-sized aircraft covered in flowers, heart-shaped archways, and
towering floral castles. The garden reinvents itself each season with new designs and themes. Highlights include the Emirates A380
floral structure, butterfly garden with thousands of species, and aromatic garden showcasing fragrant blooms. The achievement of
maintaining this garden in desert climate using recycled wastewater represents remarkable horticultural engineering. Open seasonally
from November to May when temperatures permit comfortable outdoor exploration.

Top Pick
Jumeirah Beach
Half day No Booking Needed

This public beach stretching along Dubai's coast offers pristine white sand and clear waters with spectacular views of Burj Al Arab
and Palm Jumeirah. The beach features modern facilities including showers, changing rooms, and lifeguard services. The surrounding
area, particularly La Mer and The Beach complex, provides restaurants, cafes, water sports, and shopping. Sunset views are
particularly stunning with the iconic sail-shaped hotel silhouetted against colorful skies. The beach maintains cleanliness standards
and family-friendly atmosphere. Parking can be challenging during weekends but public transportation access is good via buses.

Notable
Kite Beach
Half day No Booking Needed

A vibrant beach destination popular with active visitors, offering water sports rentals including kitesurfing, kayaking, and
paddleboarding against the backdrop of Burj Al Arab. The beach features volleyball courts, running tracks, and children's play areas
within a well-maintained park setting. Food trucks and casual restaurants line the beachfront serving healthy and international cuisine.
The relaxed atmosphere attracts locals and tourists seeking both activity and relaxation. Sunset kitesurfing sessions create
spectacular photo opportunities. Facilities include showers, changing rooms, and ample seating areas. The beach balances family-
friendly zones with areas for water sports enthusiasts.

Notable
Al Qudra Lakes
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

These man-made desert lakes create an unexpected oasis ecosystem attracting over 170 bird species including flamingos, swans,
and migratory waterfowl. The area offers cycling tracks, walking paths, and designated picnic zones popular with nature enthusiasts
and photographers. Sunrise and sunset visits reveal the most wildlife activity and dramatic lighting. The tranquil environment
contrasts sharply with urban Dubai, providing peaceful retreat into nature. Cycling around the lakes on the marked 86-kilometer track
offers exercise with wildlife viewing. The site demonstrates Dubai's commitment to creating sustainable habitats despite desert
conditions. Bring binoculars for bird watching and plenty of water.
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Tips for Parks & Gardens

¢ Visit Miracle Garden during weekdays in late afternoon for smaller crowds and pleasant temperatures

e Beaches are most comfortable October through April summer months see extreme heat unsuitable for extended
sun exposure

e Apply high SPF sunscreen frequently at beaches and bring umbrellas as shade is limited at public beaches

o Al Qudra Lakes are best experienced during early morning (6-8 AM) for wildlife activity and cooler temperatures

e Bring your own snacks and drinks to beaches as nearby facilities can be expensive; public beaches allow outside
food

mycitytravelguide.com
Dubai Travel Guide - United Arab Emirates




Tours & Activities

Dubai offers extraordinary experiences ranging from traditional desert safaris to cutting-edge entertainment. These
activities showcase both Emirati heritage and the city's innovative entertainment offerings.

Must See Book Ahead
Desert Safari

6-7 hours (evening) Book Ahead

The quintessential Dubai experience combines thrilling dune bashing in 4x4 vehicles with cultural activities in traditional Bedouin
camps. The adventure includes exhilarating rides over rolling sand dunes, camel riding, sandboarding, and stunning sunset
photography opportunities. Evening camps feature henna painting, shisha smoking, traditional costumes for photos, and falcon
displays. Entertainment includes belly dancing, Tanoura shows, and fire performances. Dinner buffets serve Arabic and international
cuisine under starlit skies. Options range from budget group tours to exclusive private experiences with luxury camps. Morning and
overnight desert safaris offer alternative timing for different experiences.

Must See
Dubai Fountain Show

30 minutes No Booking Needed

The world's largest choreographed fountain system performs captivating shows with water jets reaching 150 meters high,
synchronized to music and lights. Located at the base of Burj Khalifa in the Dubai Mall lake, performances occur every 30 minutes
during evenings and afternoon shows on weekends. The fountain uses 22,000 gallons of water and features over 6,600 lights creating
mesmerizing visual spectacles. Different musical selections include Arabic classics, contemporary pop, and classical compositions.
Viewing areas include Dubai Mall terraces, waterfront promenades, and surrounding restaurants with prime views. The experience is
completely free, making it Dubai's most accessible major attraction.

- Top Pick Book Ahead
WORLDS IMG Worlds of Adventure
oF ADVENTURE

Full day Book Ahead

The world's largest indoor theme park spans 1.5 million square feet featuring climate-controlled entertainment across multiple
zones. Attractions include Marvel superhero experiences, Cartoon Network rides, IMG Boulevard, and Lost Valley dinosaur adventures.
Thrill rides like Velociraptor roller coaster and Avengers Battle of Ultron combine cutting-edge technology with immersive storytelling.
The park maintains comfortable temperatures year-round, making it ideal during Dubai's hot summers. Family-friendly attractions
balance extreme rides, ensuring entertainment for all ages. Dining options and retail stores featuring licensed merchandise complete
the experience. The haunted hotel section provides spine-tingling experiences for brave visitors.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Dhow Cruise

2-3 hours Book Ahead

Traditional wooden dhow boats transformed into floating restaurants offer scenic dinner cruises along Dubai Creek or Dubai Marina.
Creek cruises showcase old Dubai's heritage districts and illuminated souks, while Marina cruises feature modern skyscrapers and
yacht-filled waters. Two-hour journeys include international buffet dinners, live entertainment with traditional music and Tanoura
dance, and open-air upper deck viewing. The romantic atmosphere makes these popular for couples and special celebrations.
Commentary points out landmarks along the routes. Some operators offer luxury glass-enclosed dhows with air-conditioning.
Afternoon tea cruises and lunch options provide alternative timing.
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Top Pick Book Ahead
Ski Dubai
2-4 hours Book Ahead

The Middle East's first indoor ski resort maintains real snow year-round within Mall of the Emirates, offering five slopes varying in
difficulty including the world's first indoor black run. Activities include skiing, snowboarding, tobogganing, and snow park experiences.
The Snow Park features penguin encounters where visitors interact with resident Gentoo and King penguins during scheduled march
sessions. Equipment rental and lessons are available for all skill levels from beginners to advanced. The Snow Bullet ride provides
zorbing thrills down snowy slopes. Appropriate winter clothing is provided with entry. The surreal experience of snow sports in desert
Dubai creates unforgettable memories.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Hot Air Balloon Ride
4-5 hours total Book Ahead

Experience sunrise over the Arabian Desert from hot air balloons floating peacefully above sand dunes and wildlife reserves.
Flights typically depart before dawn, offering spectacular views as the sun illuminates the desert landscape. Passengers may spot
Arabian oryx, gazelles, and camels roaming their natural habitat below. The serene one-hour flight contrasts dramatically with Dubai's
urban energy, providing meditative tranquility. Professional pilots share insights about desert ecology and navigation. Most packages
include luxury desert resort breakfasts following the flight. Photography opportunities are exceptional during golden hour lighting.
Small group sizes ensure intimate experiences.

Tips for Tours & Activities

e Book desert safaris with reputable operators that prioritize safety and environmental responsibility avoid the

cheapest options

Arrive at Dubai Fountain 15-20 minutes before shows during peak season to secure prime viewing positions on the

waterfront promenade

Desert safaris are uncomfortable for pregnant women, those with back problems, or young children due to intense

dune bashing

Hot air balloon rides are weather-dependent and may be cancelled book early in your trip allowing rebooking

flexibility

Combine Ski Dubai with Mall of the Emirates shopping for a full day purchase combo packages online for savings

e Dhow cruises along Dubai Creek offer better cultural ambiance while Marina cruises provide modern skyline
views choose based on preference
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Day Trips & Excursions

Dubai's strategic location makes it an excellent base for exploring other Emirates and unique desert landscapes. Day trips
reveal diverse experiences from mountain wadis to cultural heritage sites.

Must See

Abu Dhabi Day Trip
Full day No Booking Needed

The UAE capital offers world-class cultural attractions including the magnificent Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque with its white marble
architecture, intricate Islamic art, and the world's largest carpet. The Louvre Abu Dhabi showcases masterpieces spanning civilizations
in a stunning Jean Nouvel-designed building. Additional highlights include the opulent Emirates Palace, futuristic Etihad Towers, and
the Heritage Village demonstrating traditional Bedouin life. The Presidential Palace Qasr Al Watan offers tours of its grand halls. The
Corniche waterfront provides pleasant walking areas. Formula 1's Yas Marina Circuit and Ferrari World theme park attract motorsport
enthusiasts. The 90-minute drive along modern highways makes easy day trips.

Top Pick
Hatta
Full day No Booking Needed

This mountain enclave in the Hajar Mountains offers dramatic landscape changes from Dubai's urban environment with wadis, hiking
trails, and the turquoise Hatta Dam reservoir. Activities include kayaking on the dam, mountain biking through rugged terrain, and
exploring heritage village showcasing traditional mountain life. The renovated Hatta Heritage Village features stone houses,
watchtowers, and weapons displays documenting the region's history. Adventure activities include zorbing, archery, and rope courses.
The wadi pools provide natural swimming spots during cooler months. Hatta Hill Park offers panoramic mountain views. The 90-minute
drive passes through changing desert landscapes making the journey itself scenic.

Notable
Sharjah Cultural Tour
Half to full day No Booking Needed

The cultural capital of UAE offers rich museum experiences including the Museum of Islamic Civilization, Sharjah Art Museum, and
Heritage Area showcasing traditional architecture. The Al Noor Mosque welcomes non-Muslim visitors for educational tours similar to
Jumeirah Mosque. The restored Heart of Sharjah district features traditional souks, museums in heritage houses, and atmospheric
pedestrian lanes. The Blue Souk's distinctive blue-tiled architecture houses hundreds of shops selling carpets, jewelry, and antiques.
Sharjah's commitment to arts and culture contrasts with Dubai's commercial focus. The Emirate prohibits alcohol, reflecting more
conservative values. Just 30 minutes from Dubai, Sharjah offers authentic cultural immersion.

Notable
East Coast (Fujairah)
Full day No Booking Needed

The only Emirate on the Gulf of Oman offers dramatically different landscapes where the Hajar Mountains meet pristine beaches.
Activities include snorkeling and diving in rich coral reefs, visiting the historic Fujairah Fort, and relaxing at luxury beach resorts. The
coastline features clear waters with better marine life than the Arabian Gulf. Wadi adventures include hiking through mountain gorges
and visiting traditional villages. The Friday Market (open daily despite its name) sells pottery, carpets, and local produce. Snoopy
Island is popular for snorkeling among colorful fish. The two-hour drive through mountains provides spectacular scenery distinctly
different from Dubai's desert surroundings.
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Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

o Start Abu Dhabi trips early (7-8 AM departure) to see Sheikh Zayed Mosque, Louvre, and key sites without
rushing

e Sheikh Zayed Mosque has strict dress codes women must cover hair, wear long sleeves, and ankle-length clothing;
men need long pants

e Hatta visits are best October through April when mountain temperatures are pleasant for outdoor activities

e Rent a car for day trips offering flexibility and comfort public transportation to other Emirates is limited

e Book Louvre Abu Dhabi tickets online in advance during peak tourist seasons to guarantee entry

e Bring swimwear and water shoes for Hatta Dam kayaking facilities include lockers and changing rooms
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Dubai, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4x%).

Must See
Girl & the Goose - Restaurante Centroamericanoxxx % 5 (1,545)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Girl & the Goose - Restaurante Centroamericano is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 5% from 1545 reviews. Located at
Anantara Downtown Hotel - Business Bay - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Tuesday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Wednesday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM
e Thursday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Friday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Saturday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Sunday: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM

Must See
Social Housexxx %% 4.9 (16,971)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Social House is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.9% from 16971 reviews. Located at level LG - Unit LG - 100 - B - Financial
Ctr St - Burj Khalifa - Dubai Mall - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

¢ Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM
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Must See
Al Khayma Heritage Restaurantxxxxx 4.9 (17,734)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Al Khayma Heritage Restaurant | pbge |Jzspes ol s is @ highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.9% from 17734 reviews. Located
at Historical Neighbourhood - 79 Al Mussallah Rd - Al Souq Al Kabeer - Al Fahidi - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

¢ Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 8:00AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Must See
Dinner In The Sky*x*x*** 4.9 (4,301)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Dinner In The Sky is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.9% from 4301 reviews. Located at Al Sufoh - 34RM+FW - Al Seyahi St -
next to zero gravity - Skydive - Dubai Marina - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 2:00 - 11:00 PM

Must See
Birch Restaurantxx*x% 4.9 (397)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Birch Restaurant is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.9% from 397 reviews. Located at The Ritz-Carlton, Limestone House - 9
Al Sukook St - Zaa'beel Second - DIFC - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 5:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 5:00 PM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 5:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 5:00 PM - 12:00 AM
Saturday: 5:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 5:00 PM - 12:00 AM
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Must See
Amaya Best Shisha In Dubaixxx*x* 4.9 (4,488)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Amaya Best Shisha In Dubai is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.9% from 4488 reviews. Located at The Waterfalls Side, Dubai
Mall - 1st Floor - Burj Khalifa - Downtown Dubai - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 9:30 AM - 1:00 AM

e Tuesday: 9:30 AM - 1:00 AM

e Wednesday: 9:30 AM - 1:00 AM
e Thursday: 9:30 AM - 1:00 AM

e Friday: 9:30 AM - 2:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:30 AM - 2:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:30 AM - 2:00 AM

Must See
DOORS* * k% * 4.9 (9,006)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

DOORS is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.9% from 9006 reviews. Located at The Dubai Mall Fashion Avenue Expansion
Level 4 - O,z tJsw9s - guwb pos0s >0 s - dus - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Wednesday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM
e Thursday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Friday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

Must See
Birds Dubaixx* %% 4.8 (543)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Birds Dubai is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.8% from 543 reviews. Located at Valet parking available at P4, The Address
Downtown Burj Dubai - 63rd floor - Burj Khalifa - Downtown Dubai - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Wednesday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM
e Thursday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Friday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM
Saturday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Sunday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM
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Must See
ZETA Seventy Sevenkkkx* 4.8 (2,255)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

ZETA Seventy Seven is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.8% from 2255 reviews. Located at Al Mamsha St - Marsa Dubai -
Dubai Marina - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM
e Thursday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Friday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 2:00 AM

Must See
Alba Restaurant Dubaixxx*% 4.8 (468)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Alba Restaurant Dubai is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.8% from 468 reviews. Located at Dubai Opera Plaza - Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Blvd - Burj Khalifa - Downtown Dubai - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 4:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 4:00 PM - 12:00 AM

¢ Wednesday: 4:00 PM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 4:00 PM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 4:00 PM - 1:00 AM

e Saturday: 4:00PM - 1:00 AM

e Sunday: 4:00 PM - 12:00 AM

Must See
Somewherexxxx%x 4.8 (14,253)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Somewhere is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.8 from 14253 reviews. Located at Unit FF - 305 Level 1 New Extension, The
Dubai Mall - o,z tJswds - suub o508 o5 - >us - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 1:00 AM
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Must See
Arabeska Restaurant - Souk al Bahar, Dubai Mall - Burj Khalifa Viewx xx %% 4.7 (3,255)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Arabeska Restaurant - Souk al Bahar, Dubai Mall - Burj Khalifa View is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.7 % from 3255
reviews. Located at Burj Khalifa - Downtown Dubai - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Wednesday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM
e Thursday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Friday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Saturday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

e Sunday: 10:00 AM - 2:00 AM

Must See
Parker'skxxx%% 4.7 (7,469)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Parker's is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.7 from 7469 reviews. Located at Dubai Mall - Burj Khalifa - Downtown Dubai -
Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 9:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 11:30 PM

¢ Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 11:30 PM
e Thursday: 9:00 AM - 11:30 PM

e Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:30 AM

Must See
DREAM Dinner Show Dubaix*x k%% 4.7 (2,064)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

DREAM Dinner Show Dubai is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.7 % from 2064 reviews. Located at Address Beach Resort -
Ground Floor - The Walk - Marsa Dubai - Jumeirah Beach Residence - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: Closed

e Wednesday: Closed

e Thursday: 8:00 PM - 3:00 AM
e Friday: 8:00 PM - 3:00 AM

e Saturday: 8:00 PM - 3:00 AM
e Sunday: Closed
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Must See
The Restaurant at Address Sky Viewxxxx%x 4.7 (1,344)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The Restaurant at Address Sky View is a highly-rated restaurant in Dubai, rated 4.7 from 1344 reviews. Located at Level 2, The
Address Sky View - Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Blvd - Burj Khalifa - Dubai - United Arab Emirates.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 7:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Practical Information

Optimal Travel Seasons
Dubai's climate divides into two distinct seasons that significantly impact visitor experience:
Peak Season (November - March)

Best overall time to visit with comfortable temperatures ranging from 20-30°C (68-86°F). This period offers ideal
conditions for outdoor activities, beach visits, and desert excursions. December through February sees cooler evenings
requiring light jackets. This is also Dubai's busiest tourist season, resulting in higher hotel rates and crowded attractions.
Book accommodations and popular attractions well in advance.

Shoulder Season (April & October)

These transitional months offer moderate temperatures (25-35°C/77-95°F) with fewer crowds and better hotel rates.
April can be pleasant early in the month before heat intensifies. October marks the beginning of comfortable weather as
summer heat dissipates. These months provide good value for budget-conscious travelers willing to tolerate warmer
conditions.

Summer (May - September)

Extremely hot and humid with temperatures frequently exceeding 40°C (104°F) and high humidity making outdoor
activities uncomfortable. However, this period offers significant discounts on hotels (up to 50% off), flash sales on
attractions, and the famous Dubai Summer Surprises shopping festival . Air-conditioning is ubiquitous, making indoor
attractions like malls, museums, and indoor theme parks comfortable. Ideal for visitors prioritizing shopping and indoor
experiences over outdoor activities.

Special Events Calendar

e Dubai Shopping Festival (January-February): Month-long retail extravaganza with massive discounts,
entertainment, and prizes

e Art Dubai (March): Premier Middle Eastern contemporary art fair

o« Dubai Food Festival (February-March): Culinary celebrations showcasing global and local cuisine

« Ramadan (dates vary): Islamic holy month affecting restaurant hours and cultural experiences unique cultural
opportunity but some restrictions apply

e Dubai World Cup (March): World's richest horse race with glamorous festivities
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Getting Around Dubai
Dubai Metro

The efficient, modern metro system comprises Red and Green lines connecting major attractions, hotels, and business
districts. Trains run 5:30 AM to midnight (extended to 1 AM on weekends) . The network is clean, air-conditioned, and
affordable with single journeys starting at 3 AED. Nol cards (rechargeable smart cards) offer discounted fares. Gold Class
cabins provide premium comfort for slightly higher fares. Major stations include Burj Khalifa/Dubai Mall, Mall of the
Emirates, Dubai Marina, and Dubai International Airport Terminal 1 & 3.

Key Metro Routes:

e Red Line: Airport to Jebel Ali via Dubai Marina, JBR, Mall of the Emirates, Burj Khalifa
e Green Line: Deira to Creek serving older Dubai areas and souks

Dubai Tram

Connects Dubai Marina to Jumeirah Beach Residence (JBR) and Al Sufouh, integrating with metro at key stations. Perfect
for exploring the Marina waterfront area.

Taxis & Ride-Sharing

Dubai Taxis (cream-colored with colored roofs) are metered, clean, and relatively affordable with starting fare around 12
AED. Book via Dubai Taxi app for convenience. Uber and Careem operate extensively, often offering competitive rates.
Expect 20-40 AED for short trips within districts, 60-100 AED for cross-city journeys. Tipping 10% is appreciated but not
mandatory.

Buses

Extensive RTA bus network covers the entire emirate with air-conditioned vehicles. More economical than taxis but
slower with less convenient routes for tourists. Useful for reaching beaches and areas without metro access. Same Nol
card works across metro, tram, and buses.

Water Transportation

Abras: Traditional wooden boats crossing Dubai Creek for just 1 AED essential authentic experience. Operate 5 AM to
midnight between Deira and Bur Dubai stations.

Water Taxis & Buses: Modern options along Dubai Marina and Creek with various routes and pricing (15-50 AED).
Car Rental

Recommended for flexibility, especially for day trips to other Emirates. International driving licenses accepted. Roads
are excellent with clear signage. However, parking can be challenging and expensive in central areas. Daily rates start
around 100-150 AED for economy cars. Note: Dubai has zero tolerance for drinking and driving, extensive speed cameras,
and significant fines.

* Airport Transfer
Dubai International (DXB):

e Metro directly connects terminals 1 & 3 to city center (approximately 20-30 minutes)
e Taxis available 24/7 with fixed zones to major areas (50-100 AED to most hotels)
e Private transfers and ride-sharing apps operate from designated pickup points

Al Maktoum International (DWC): Located further from city center in Jebel Ali area. Primarily serves budget airlines.
Taxi to Dubai Marina approximately 30-40 minutes (60-80 AED).
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Shopping Guide
What to Buy

Gold & Jewelry: Dubai offers tax-free gold prices significantly lower than many countries. The Gold Souk features over
300 retailers with 18K, 21K, and 22K gold pieces. Quality is regulated and hallmarked. Bargaining expected negotiate 10-
20% off initial prices.

Perfumes & Oud: Traditional Arabian fragrances and oud (agarwood) make unique purchases. Perfume Souk and mall
boutiques offer both Western brands at duty-free prices and local attars (oil-based perfumes). Custom blending services
available at specialized shops.

Dates: Premium Emirati dates including Medjool and Kholas varieties available in attractive gift boxes. Bateel and Al
Nassma (camel milk chocolate-covered dates) offer luxury options at malls and airport.

Spices & Saffron: The Spice Souk offers excellent quality spices, dried fruits, nuts, and saffron at negotiable prices far
below supermarket rates. Pre-blended Arabic spice mixes (baharat, za'atar) make practical souvenirs.

Carpets & Textiles: Persian, Turkish, and regional carpets available from souks to specialized dealers. Ensure
authenticity certificates for expensive purchases. Traditional pashminas and scarves make portable gifts.

Designer Fashion: Dubai Mall's Fashion Avenue and Mall of the Emirates house virtually every luxury brand. Prices
comparable to Europe but with advantage of no VAT for tourists (see VAT refund section). Regular sales during Dubai
Shopping Festival offer genuine discounts.

Electronics: Computer and electronics shops in areas like Al Ain Centre offer competitive prices. However, check
compatibility (voltage, warranties, region codes) before purchasing.

Major Shopping Areas

Dubai Mall: World's largest by total area with 1,200+ stores from budget to ultra-luxury. Plan minimum half-day for
serious shopping.

Mall of the Emirates: Over 600 stores with excellent mix of high-street and premium brands. Home to Ski Dubai.
Dubai Marina Mall: More manageable size with good brand selection and waterfront location.

Traditional Souks: Gold Souk (Deira), Spice Souk (Deira), Textile Souk (Bur Dubai), Perfume Souk essential for cultural
shopping experiences and bargaining.

City Walk: Outdoor shopping district with street art, international brands, and dining in pedestrian-friendly environment.

The Outlet Village: Tuscany-themed outlet mall offering designer brands at 30-90% discounts, located 45 minutes from
central Dubai.

Bargaining Tips

o Souks expect negotiation start at 40-50% of asking price for gold, 50-60% for other items
e Remain polite and friendly; aggressive bargaining is counterproductive in Arab culture

e Shop around to understand price ranges before committing to purchases

e Buying multiple items provides stronger negotiating position

e Fixed prices apply at malls and chain stores bargaining inappropriate in these settings

e Cash payments may secure additional discounts at souks

VAT Refund for Tourists

The UAE charges 5% VAT. Tourists can claim refunds on purchases over 250 AED per store. Look for Tax-Free shopping
signs, request tax-free forms at checkout, and process refunds at airport departure with receipts and purchased goods.
Refund processed to credit card or received in cash (with processing fee).
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Shopping Festivals

Dubai Shopping Festival (January-February): The region's biggest retail event with 25-75% discounts across malls,
raffles, entertainment, and fireworks. Hotels raise rates during this peak period.

Dubai Summer Surprises (July-August): Targets families and budget shoppers with significant discounts during summer
heat when tourism traditionally slows.

Annual Events & Festivals

Major Cultural Events

Ramadan (dates vary based on Islamic lunar calendar): The holy month of fasting brings unique cultural experiences
including iftar buffets (breaking fast meals), special evening prayers, and night markets. Restaurants close during daylight
hours but hotel restaurants serve guests discreetly. The city takes on special ambiance with decorations and lanterns.
Evening festivities continue late into the night. Respectful dress and behavior expected in public spaces.

Eid Al Fitr & Eid Al Adha: Islamic holidays marked by public holidays (typically 3-4 days) when government offices and
some businesses close. Shopping malls host major sales. Families gather for celebrations and traditional activities.

UAE National Day (December 2): Celebrates the formation of the United Arab Emirates with spectacular fireworks, air
shows, parades, and patriotic festivities. The city decorates in UAE flag colors. Many events are free and family-friendly.
Hotels and attractions may have special offers.

Arts & Culture

Art Dubai (March): The Middle East's premier contemporary art fair attracts galleries, collectors, and artists from over 40
countries. Features modern and contemporary art sections plus talks and performances. Held at Madinat Jumeirah.

Dubai Design Week (November): Week-long celebration of design in all forms with installations, exhibitions, talks, and
the Downtown Design trade show. Transforms areas of Dubai into creative showcases.

Dubai International Film Festival (December): Showcases Middle Eastern and international cinema with premieres,
retrospectives, and industry events. Brings Hollywood stars and regional filmmakers together.

Sports Events

Dubai World Cup (March): The world's richest horse race with $30.5 million in prize money at Meydan Racecourse.
Combines elite racing with fashion, entertainment, and social events. Dress code enforced for premium sections.

Dubai Tennis Championships (February-March): ATP and WTA tournaments attracting top-ranked players to Dubai Duty
Free Tennis Stadium.

DP World Tour Championship (November): Concludes European Tour golf season at Jumeirah Golf Estates with world's
best players competing.

Dubai Marathon (January): Standard and 10K races through city streets with categories for elite and recreational
runners. Offers one of the fastest marathon courses globally.

Food & Entertainment

Dubai Food Festival (February-March): Multi-week celebration of culinary diversity featuring special menus, chef
demonstrations, food trucks, beach barbecues, and the unique 'Taste of Dubai' outdoor food festival. Restaurants offer
prix-fixe menus showcasing signature dishes.

Dubai Jazz Festival (February): Multi-day outdoor concert series at Media City Amphitheatre featuring international jazz,
blues, and soul artists.
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Shopping Extravaganzas

Dubai Shopping Festival (January-February): Month-long retail spectacular with massive discounts, daily raffles for
luxury cars and gold, fireworks, concerts, and family entertainment. Attracts millions of visitors regionally and
internationally. Peak tourist season pricing applies.

GITEX Technology Week (October): World's largest tech and electronics trade show though primarily B2B, offers public
days with product launches and deals on electronics.

Sample Itineraries

Day 1: Dubai Classics

Morning (8 AM - 12 PM): Start at Burj Khalifa with pre-booked tickets for early access (8-10 AM slot) avoiding crowds
and enjoying softer morning light. Spend 1.5 hours on observation decks. Explore Dubai Mall briefly, visiting the Dubai
Aquarium viewing panel. Exit around 11 AM.

Lunch (12 PM - 1:30 PM): Dine at Souk Al Bahar with Dubai Fountain views, or remain in Dubai Mall's diverse dining
options.

Afternoon (2 PM - 5 PM): Visit Dubai Frame (pre-booked tickets) to see old and new Dubai juxtaposed. Then explore
the historic Al Fahidi District, wandering atmospheric lanes and visiting small galleries. Stop for traditional coffee at
Arabian Tea House.

Evening (6 PM - 9 PM): Return to Dubai Mall for Dubai Fountain shows (first show 6 PM, repeated every 30 minutes).
Dinner at one of the restaurants overlooking the fountains for prime viewing. Evening stroll around illuminated Downtown
Dubai.

Day 2: Heritage & Traditional Dubai

Morning (9 AM - 12 PM): Start at Dubai Museum in Al Fahidi Fort (opens 8:30 AM) to understand Emirati history. Cross
the Creek via traditional abra water taxi to Deira (1 AED, 5-minute crossing). Explore the Gold Souk, walking through
glittering displays even if not purchasing. Adjacent Spice Souk offers aromatic sensory experiences.

Lunch (12:30 PM - 2 PM): Authentic Emirati or regional cuisine at local restaurant in Deira or Bur Dubai try Al Fanar or
Arabian Tea House.

Afternoon (2:30 PM - 5 PM): Visit Jumeirah Mosque for cultural tour (pre-booked, 10 AM slots also available if
preferred timing). Learn about Islam and Emirati culture. Afterward, drive past Burj Al Arab for photos from public
beaches, then relax at Jumeirah Public Beach.

Evening (6 PM - 10 PM): Desert Safari with pickup from hotel experience dune bashing, camel riding, cultural shows,
and traditional dinner under stars. Return around 10 PM.

Day 3: Modern Dubai & Palm

Morning (9 AM - 12 PM): Visit Museum of the Future (pre-booked morning slot essential). Spend 2-3 hours exploring
immersive exhibitions about technology and humanity's potential.

Lunch (12:30 PM - 2 PM): Head to Palm Jumeirah. Lunch at one of the Palm's beachfront restaurants, perhaps at
Atlantis area or Nakheel Mall.

Afternoon (2:30 PM - 5:30 PM): Visit The View at The Palm observation deck (52nd floor) for spectacular palm and
city views. Alternative: Aquaventure Waterpark at Atlantis (full afternoon activity, separate budget day).

Evening (6 PM - 10 PM): Take the Palm Monorail to Gateway Towers, then metro/taxi to Dubai Marina. Stroll the
Marina Walk at sunset, watching yachts and illuminated towers. Dinner at one of Marina's many restaurants with
waterfront views. Optional: Marina Dhow Cruise with dinner (pre-booked).
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Day 4: Shopping & Leisure

Morning (10 AM - 1 PM): Mall of the Emirates for shopping and experiencing Ski Dubai. Book Ski Dubai morning
session to enjoy snow activities (2-hour slope pass or Snow Park with penguin encounter).

Lunch (1:30 PM - 2:30 PM): Dine within Mall of the Emirates numerous options from food courts to sit-down
restaurants.

Afternoon (3 PM - 5:30 PM): Visit Dubai Miracle Garden (seasonal, November-May) to see extraordinary floral
displays in cooler afternoon temperatures. Allow 2 hours for photography and exploration.

Evening (6 PM - 9 PM): Head to City Walk for outdoor shopping, street art viewing, and diverse dining options. The
pedestrian-friendly area offers pleasant evening atmosphere. Alternative: Explore La Mer beachfront development with
similar outdoor dining and retail.

Day 5: Day Trip & Adventure
Option A - Abu Dhabi (Full Day):
7 AM: Depart Dubai for 90-minute drive to Abu Dhabi.

8:30 AM - 11 AM: Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque arrive at opening to beat crowds. Spend 1.5-2 hours exploring the
magnificent mosque and grounds. Dress modestly (abayas provided for women).

11:30 AM - 1 PM: Drive to Louvre Abu Dhabi on Saadiyat Island. Pre-book tickets online.
1 PM - 2 PM: Lunch at Louvre's Art Lounge restaurant or nearby Saadiyat dining options.

2 PM - 5 PM: Explore Louvre Abu Dhabi's impressive collections spanning civilizations and the stunning Jean Nouvel
architecture.

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM: Drive past Emirates Palace and along the Corniche for photos.
7 PM: Return to Dubai, arriving around 8:30 PM.

Option B - Hatta Mountain Adventure:

8 AM: Depart for Hatta (90-minute drive through desert becoming mountainous).

9:30 AM - 12 PM: Kayaking on Hatta Dam with kayak rentals, or mountain biking on trails. Hatta Heritage Village
exploration.

12 PM - 1 PM: Lunch at Hatta Fort Hotel or packed picnic.

1 PM - 4 PM: Wadi hiking, visiting Hatta Hill Park for panoramic views, or additional adventure activities (zip-lining,
archery).

5 PM: Return drive to Dubai, arriving by 6:30 PM.
Evening: Relaxed dinner near hotel or optional: Dubai Fountain shows if not yet experienced.
Budget-Conscious Variations

e Use public metro instead of taxis covers most major attractions

e Free attractions: Dubai Fountain, public beaches, Heritage District walking, Gold/Spice Souk browsing, Dubai
Marina Walk

e Purchase combo tickets online for Burj Khalifa + Dubai Aquarium + other attractions for savings

e Lunch at food courts instead of sit-down restaurants excellent variety at fraction of cost

e Skip expensive paid observation decks beyond Burj Khalifa many hotels have rooftop bars with views (drink
purchase minimum)
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Best Photography Locations

Iconic Skyline Shots

Burj Khalifa from Dubai Fountain: Best time: Sunset (5-6 PM) and after dark with fountain shows . Position along the
waterfront promenade or Dubai Mall terraces for unobstructed views. Capture the tower with dancing fountains in
foreground. Use long exposure for light trails from fountains.

Dubai Frame: Best time: Golden hour (late afternoon) and blue hour (just after sunset) . Photograph the frame from
Zabeel Park with old Dubai visible through the structure. Inside, the glass bridge offers dramatic downward perspectives.
The frame itself becomes beautifully illuminated at night.

Palm Jumeirah from The View: Best time: Late afternoon 4-5 PM. The 52nd-floor observation deck provides
unparalleled views of the entire palm structure with the city skyline backdrop. Clear weather essential for aerial
perspectives.

Waterfront & Beach Photography

Burj Al Arab from Jumeirah Beach: Best time: Sunset (5:30-6:30 PM) . Position on public beach with the sail-shaped
hotel silhouetted against colorful skies. Umm Sugeim Beach offers closest access. Reflect ions in wet sand during low tide
add foreground interest.

Dubai Marina from Marina Walk: Best time: Blue hour (6:30-7:30 PM) and evening . Capture illuminated skyscrapers
reflected in marina waters. The twisted Cayan Tower makes distinctive foreground element. Walk to different bridge
positions for varied compositions.

Kite Beach: Best time: Late afternoon (4-6 PM). Photograph kitesurfers with Burj Al Arab background. Active sports add
dynamic elements. Sunset colors enhance dramatic atmosphere.

Cultural & Heritage Photography

Al Fahidi Historical District: Best time: Early morning (7-9 AM) or late afternoon (4-6 PM) when harsh midday sun
softens. Capture traditional wind towers, narrow lanes with play of light and shadow, and weathered doors. Minimal
crowds early morning. The golden-hour light enhances earthen architecture tones.

Gold Souk: Best time: Evening (6-9 PM) when the souk illuminates and bustles with activity. Photograph dazzling gold
displays, the atmospheric covered walkways, and the souk's arched entrances. Seek permission before photographing
merchants or shoppers.

Jumeirah Mosque: Best time: Just after dark (7-8 PM) when architectural lighting creates dramatic effects against dark
sky. The mosque's stone carving details and twin minarets photograph beautifully. Also good at blue hour. Tours allow
interior photography.

Modern Architecture

Museum of the Future: Best time: Blue hour (6-7 PM) and evening when the calligraphy-inscribed facade illuminates
spectacularly. The torus shape photographs well from various angles. Minimize people by shooting early morning (8-9 AM)
or experiment with long exposures to blur crowds.

Dubai Opera: Best time: Blue hour and evening. The dhow-shaped building illuminates beautifully. Reflections in
surrounding water features add dimension. Opera District's pedestrian areas allow creative compositions.

Desert Photography

Desert Safari Locations: Best time: Sunset during evening safaris. Capture rolling dunes with dramatic shadows and
golden light. Silhouettes of camels, 4x4s on dune ridges, and Bedouin camps at twilight. Desert stars after dark require
tripod for long exposures.

Al Qudra Lakes: Best time: Sunrise (6-7 AM) and sunset (5-6 PM) . Photograph flamingos and other waterfow! with desert
backdrop unusual juxtaposition. Golden hour light creates beautiful reflections. Bring telephoto lens for bird photography.
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Unique Perspectives

Abra on Dubai Creek: Best time: Evening (6-8 PM). Shoot from the traditional water taxi while crossing Creek, capturing
old Dubai waterfront life. Moving perspective adds dynamism. Include other abras and traditional dhows.

Dubai Mall Aquarium: Best time: Weekday afternoons (2-4 PM) for fewer crowds. Photograph the massive suspended
tank from various mall levels. The viewing tunnel allows immersive underwater perspectives. Blue tones create ethereal
atmosphere.

Pro Photography Tips

e Timing is crucial Dubai's harsh midday sun creates unflattering shadows and washed-out skies. Golden hour
(hour after sunrise, hour before sunset) and blue hour (just after sunset) provide optimal lighting

e Bring neutral density filters for long exposure photography of fountains and waterfalls in bright conditions

e Tripods restricted in some locations (malls, government buildings) check regulations or be prepared to shoot
handheld with image stabilization

¢ Respect local customs avoid photographing Emirati women without explicit permission, and be mindful in
religious sites

e Drone photography requires permits from Dubai Civil Aviation Authority heavy fines for unauthorized usage

¢ Many hotels and attractions prohibit professional photography (defined as tripods, external flashes, large lenses)
without permits

e Download weather apps to track sandstorms and haze that reduce visibility for skyline photography

e Shoot in RAW format for maximum post-processing flexibility with high-contrast lighting situations

Electricity & Adapters

Technical Specifications
Voltage: 220-240V AC
Frequency: 50 Hz

Plug Types: Type G (British three-pin rectangular) is the standard UAE plug, though Type D (old British three-pin round)
also appears occasionally. Type C European two-pin plugs sometimes fit but are not standard.

Adapter Requirements
Visitors from countries using different standards need appropriate adapters:

¢ North America (US, Canada): Require Type G adapter. Voltage converters typically unnecessary as most

modern electronics (phones, laptops, cameras) have dual-voltage power supplies (110-240V) check device

specifications

Europe (Continental): Type C/E/F plugs need Type G adapter. Voltage compatible (220-240V) so converters

unnecessary

¢ UK & Ireland: No adapter needed same Type G standard

Australia & New Zealand: Require Type G adapter. Voltage compatible

e Asia: Varies by country. China, Japan, Thailand typically need both adapters and should verify voltage
compatibility

Where to Purchase

Before Arrival: Universal travel adapters purchased at home electronics stores or online offer best preparation, covering
multiple plug types for future travels.

Dubai Airport: Electronics stores and convenience shops sell adapters though at premium prices (50-100 AED).

In Dubai: Major electronics retailers (Sharaf DG, Jumbo Electronics, Carrefour) stock adapters affordably (20-40 AED).
Hotel concierge may loan adapters temporarily.

mycitytravelguide.com
Dubai Travel Guide - United Arab Emirates




Important Considerations

Check device voltage ratings before plugging in. Devices rated only for 110-120V (some hairdryers, styling tools)
require voltage converters, not just plug adapters. Plugging 110V devices directly into 220V outlets will damage
equipment.

Most modern electronics are dual-voltage: Smartphones, tablets, laptop chargers, camera batteries typically handle
110-240V automatically check the fine print on chargers.

Hotels often provide adapters: Ask at reception if adapters are available, particularly at international chain hotels.
Some rooms have universal outlets accepting multiple plug types.

USB charging: Increasingly common with USB ports built into hotel rooms, airports, and shopping malls. Bring USB
cables for your devices. USB-C and USB-A ports both available. Portable power banks useful for all-day sightseeing.

Food & Dining Guide
Must-Try Dishes

Traditional Emirati Cuisine:

e Al Machboos: Spiced rice dish with meat (chicken, lamb, or fish), UAE's national dish combining Arabic spices with
Indian influences. Slow-cooked until meat is tender, served with dried lime (loomi) and tomato sauce

o Al Harees: Wheat and meat dish slow-cooked to porridge-like consistency, traditionally served during Ramadan
and special occasions. Rich, comfort food requiring hours of preparation

o Lugaimat: Sweet dumplings fried until golden and crispy, drizzled with date syrup or honey. Perfect dessert or
snack with Arabic coffee

¢ Shawarma: While found throughout the Middle East, Dubai's shawarma (spit-roasted meat in pita) represents
essential street food. Chicken or beef with tahini, vegetables, and pickles

o Kunafa (Knafeh): Cheese pastry soaked in sweet syrup, topped with pistachios. Extremely popular dessert found
in bakeries and restaurants

Regional Specialties:

e Hummus: Creamy chickpea dip drizzled with olive oil, served with fresh Arabic bread

e Falafel: Crispy fried chickpea fritters, ubiquitous street food

Manakish: Flatbread topped with za'atar, cheese, or meat popular breakfast item

e Arabic Coffee & Dates: Traditional hospitality involves serving cardamom-spiced coffee with sweet dates

Restaurant Types & Price Ranges

Street Food & Casual (20-50 AED per person): Shawarma joints, juice bars, Pakistani/Indian restaurants in areas like
Bur Dubai and Deira offer authentic, affordable meals. Al Mallah (shawarma), Ravi Restaurant (Pakistani), and local
cafeterias provide filling meals at budget prices.

Mid-Range Dining (50-150 AED per person): Chain restaurants, casual dining in malls, and local favorites. This
category offers excellent value with quality food. Try Arabian Tea House (Emirati), Bu Qtair (seafood shack), Logma
(modern Emirati), and international cuisines in food courts.

Fine Dining (200-500+ AED per person): Dubai hosts numerous Michelin-starred chef restaurants and award-winning
venues. Atmosphere (underwater restaurant at Atlantis), Pierchic (seafood over water), At.mosphere (Burj Khalifa level
122), Nobu, Zuma, and La Petite Maison represent world-class dining. Reservations essential weeks in advance for popular
venues.

Celebrity Chef Restaurants: Gordon Ramsay, Jamie Oliver, Gary Rhodes, and other international chefs operate
restaurants in Dubai. Typically 300-600 AED per person for full meals with drinks.
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Dining Customs & Etiquette

e Tipping: Service charges (10%) often included in bills at restaurants. Additional 5-10% tip appreciated for
exceptional service but not mandatory

e Alcohol: Only available in licensed venues (hotels, clubs, specific restaurants). Never sold in malls, street
restaurants, or unlicensed establishments. Expensive due to licensing and taxation (cocktails 50-80 AED, beer 40-
60 AED)

« Ramadan dining: During daylight hours, eating, drinking, and smoking prohibited in public during holy month.
Hotel restaurants serve guests behind screens. After sunset, special Ramadan buffets and iftar tents offer
elaborate meals

e Dress codes: Fine dining establishments may require smart casual attire. Beach clubs and casual restaurants are
more relaxed

e Prayer times: Some restaurants in malls may briefly close during prayer calls, particularly at smaller eateries

Where to Find Authentic Food

Al Fahidi & Bur Dubai: Authentic Emirati restaurants like Arabian Tea House and XVA Café in heritage settings. Pakistani
and Indian restaurants along Al Fahidi Street offer budget meals.

Deira: Traditional Arabic restaurants, Lebanese eateries, and authentic shawarma stands. Ravi Restaurant (Pakistani)
attracts locals and tourists equally.

Jumeirah: International dining along Jumeirah Beach Road including upscale options with Arabian Gulf views.

Dubai Marina & JBR: Diverse international restaurants along Marina Walk and The Walk at JBR. From casual to fine
dining with waterfront atmosphere.

Downtown Dubai: Souk Al Bahar features Arabic restaurants overlooking Dubai Fountain. Dubai Mall's extensive dining
includes global franchises and local concepts.

La Mer & City Walk: Trendy outdoor dining precincts with international cuisines, beach views, and relaxed atmospheres.
Food Courts & Budget Options

Major malls feature extensive food courts (30-50 AED meals) offering everything from Arabic to Asian, American, and
European cuisines. Quality often surprisingly high. Dubai Mall, Mall of the Emirates, and Ibn Battuta Mall have excellent
selections.

Supermarket dining: Carrefour and other supermarkets offer prepared foods, shawarma counters, and bakery items at
local prices perfect for budget travelers or picnics.

Dietary Restrictions

Halal: Virtually all restaurants serve halal meat (pork is rare and only in specific licensed venues). Muslim dietary laws
strictly observed.

Vegetarian/Vegan: Indian restaurants provide excellent vegetarian options. Growing vegan scene with dedicated
restaurants and plant-based menu sections in mainstream venues.

Allergies: International hotel restaurants and fine dining establishments accommodate allergies professionally.
Communication may be challenging at budget eateries bring allergy cards in Arabic if severely allergic.

Unique Dining Experiences

e Dinner in the Sky: Suspended dining platform 50 meters above ground with rotating chefs and changing
locations

o Desert Dining: Bedouin-style dinners under stars at luxury desert camps with traditional entertainment

« Dhow Dinner Cruises: Floating restaurants on traditional boats along Creek or Marina

e Beach Clubs: Day-to-night dining at venues like Nikki Beach, Zero Gravity, or Barasti with pools, DJs, and beach
access
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e Friday Brunch: Dubai institution with lavish buffets and unlimited beverages at hotels social highlight (150-500
AED depending on venue)

Tourist Passes & Discount Cards

Several passes offer bundled attraction access with potential savings for visitors planning multiple activities:

Essential Practical Information

Visa Requirements

Visa on Arrival: Citizens of over 70 countries including US, Canada, UK, EU nations, Australia, and many Asian countries
receive free 30-day tourist visas on arrival at Dubai airports. Passports must have 6 months validity from entry date.

Pre-arranged Visas: Other nationalities require visas obtained through airlines, hotels, or tour operators before travel.
Processing takes 3-5 business days typically.

Transit Visas: Available for qualifying nationalities with 96-hour validity for short stopovers exploring Dubai.
Currency & Money

UAE Dirham (AED): Official currency with fixed exchange rate to US Dollar (1 USD = 3.67 AED). Coins: 25 fils, 50 fils, 1
AED. Notes: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 500, 1000 AED.

Exchange: ATMs widely available with reasonable rates. Exchange bureaus (Al Ansari Exchange, UAE Exchange) offer
competitive rates better than airport. Major credit cards accepted almost universally. Hotels and tourist areas quote prices
in AED.

Tipping: Service charges often included but additional 5-10% appreciated. Taxi drivers: round up or add 5 AED. Hotel
porters: 5-10 AED per bag. Spa treatments: 10-15%.

Safety & Security

Dubai ranks among the world's safest cities with extremely low crime rates. Violent crime is rare. Petty theft uncommon
but not impossible in crowded areas. Women can travel safely alone, though modest dress appreciated. Emergency
number: 999 (police), 998 (ambulance), 997 (fire).

Laws to respect: Zero tolerance for drugs severe penalties including deportation and imprisonment. Public intoxication
illegal. Public displays of affection should be minimal. Dress modestly in public areas (shoulders and knees covered).
Photography of government buildings and military installations prohibited.

Health & Medical

No vaccinations required for most travelers, though routine vaccinations recommended. Tap water safe to drink though
most drink bottled water. Excellent private healthcare available but expensive comprehensive travel insurance essential.
Major hospitals include American Hospital Dubai, Mediclinic, and Dubai Hospital. Pharmacies well-stocked and numerous.
Sun protection critical use SPF 50+, stay hydrated, avoid midday sun exposure.

Mobile & Internet

Mobile Providers: Du and Etisalat offer tourist SIM cards at airports and shops. Typical packages: 50-100 AED for 1-4
weeks with data, calls, and SMS. 4G/5G coverage excellent throughout Dubai.

WiFi: Free WiFi available at most hotels, malls, cafes, and major attractions. Quality generally good. Many public spaces
offer DU WiFi hotspots.

VolP Restrictions: WhatsApp calling, FaceTime audio/video, and Skype officially blocked (though policies change).
Regular messaging works. Consider VPN services though these exist in legal grey area.
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Language

Arabic is the official language, but English is widely spoken throughout Dubai, especially in tourism, hospitality, and
business sectors. Signage appears in both Arabic and English. Language barriers minimal for English speakers. Learning
basic Arabic phrases appreciated: "Shukran" (thank you), "Marhaba" (hello), "Inshallah" (God willing).

Cultural Sensitivity

e Dress modestly in public cover shoulders and knees. Beachwear appropriate only at beaches and pools
¢ Remove shoes when entering mosques or private homes

e Use right hand for eating and greeting left hand considered unclean in traditional customs

e Respect prayer times and Islamic customs, especially during Ramadan

e Ask permission before photographing people, particularly Emirati women

e Avoid public displays of affection beyond hand-holding

e LGBTQ+ travelers should note that same-sex relationships are illegal in UAE discretion essential

Weather Preparation

Summer (May-September): Extreme heat and humidity. Lightweight, breathable, light-colored clothing essential.
Sunglasses, hat, high SPF sunscreen mandatory. Limit outdoor activities to early morning or evening. Stay hydrated
constantly.

Winter (November-March): Pleasant days (20-30°C) but cooler evenings may require light jacket or sweater.
Comfortable walking weather. Perfect for outdoor exploration.

Business Hours

Government offices: Saturday-Thursday, 7:30 AM - 2:30 PM (Friday-Saturday weekend)

Private businesses: Saturday-Thursday, 9 AM - 6 PM (some until 8-9 PM)

Malls: Daily 10 AM - 10 PM or midnight (extended during shopping festivals)

Restaurants: Vary widely many open until midnight or later, especially in hotels and entertainment districts

During Ramadan: Reduced hours for many businesses. Restaurants open after sunset only (except hotel restaurants).
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