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Things to do in Honolulu

Landmarks & Monuments

Honolulu's iconic landmarks tell the story of Hawaii's rich history, from royal palaces to military memorials that shaped the
Pacific.

Must See Book Ahead

Pearl Harbor National Memorial
4-6 hours Book Ahead

Map

The most visited destination in Hawaii, Pearl Harbor commemorates the December 7, 1941 attack that thrust America into World
War II. The memorial complex includes the USS Arizona Memorial built over the sunken battleship, the Battleship Missouri where Japan
surrendered, the USS Bowfin Submarine Museum, and the Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum. Visitors can see oil still leaking from the
Arizona and explore authentic wartime aircraft and vessels. The experience is deeply moving and educational, offering profound
insights into this pivotal moment in history.

Must See Book Ahead

Iolani Palace
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Map

The only royal palace on American soil, Iolani Palace was home to Hawaii's last reigning monarchs, King Kalakaua and Queen
Liliuokalani. Built in 1882, this magnificent building showcased the kingdom's sophistication with electricity and telephone service
before the White House. The palace features opulent throne rooms, royal bedchambers, and priceless Hawaiian artifacts. Guided tours
reveal the tragic story of Hawaii's overthrow in 1893 and the queen's imprisonment. The palace grounds include the coronation
pavilion and royal barracks, offering a glimpse into Hawaii's monarchical past.

Must See Book Ahead

Diamond Head State Monument
1.5-2 hours Book Ahead

Map

Diamond Head (Le'ahi in Hawaiian) is Honolulu's most recognizable natural landmark, a 300,000-year-old volcanic crater that defines
the Waikiki skyline. The moderately challenging 1.6-mile round-trip hike takes you through historic military tunnels and up steep
staircases to a breathtaking 360-degree panorama of Honolulu, Waikiki Beach, and the Pacific Ocean. Built as a military fortification in
1908, the trail features bunkers and observation posts. Start early to avoid heat and crowds, and bring water and sun protection for
this unforgettable experience.
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Top Pick

King Kamehameha Statue
15-30 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

This iconic bronze statue honors King Kamehameha I, who unified the Hawaiian Islands in 1810. Standing before the Ali'iolani Hale
(Supreme Court building), the statue depicts the warrior king draped in a golden cloak with arm outstretched in a welcoming gesture.
On special occasions, particularly King Kamehameha Day (June 11), the statue is adorned with lei garlands that cascade dozens of
feet. The statue represents Hawaiian pride and cultural identity, making it one of the most photographed landmarks in downtown
Honolulu.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

Pearl Harbor tickets are free but must be reserved in advance at recreation.gov - they sell out quickly
Arrive at Pearl Harbor early; no bags allowed (storage available)
Book Iolani Palace tours weeks in advance, especially for basement gallery access
Diamond Head reservations required; book online and arrive at your designated time slot
Combine downtown landmarks (Iolani Palace, King Kamehameha statue, Kawaiahao Church) in one morning
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Museums & Galleries

Honolulu's museums showcase Pacific cultures, natural history, and contemporary art, offering rich educational
experiences for all ages.

Must See

Bishop Museum
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Hawaii's premier natural and cultural history institution, the Bishop Museum houses the world's largest collection of Polynesian
artifacts. Founded in 1889, the museum features the spectacular Hawaiian Hall with three floors of treasures including feather capes
worn by Hawaiian royalty, ancient surfboards, and traditional canoes. The planetarium offers shows about Polynesian navigation by
stars. Special exhibitions cover volcanic activity, Hawaiian ecology, and Pacific cultures. The museum's Science Adventure Center
engages children with interactive displays about Hawaii's unique environment and geological history.

Top Pick

Honolulu Museum of Art
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

With over 50,000 works spanning 5,000 years, the Honolulu Museum of Art is the Pacific region's premier fine arts museum. The
collection includes exceptional Asian art, particularly Japanese woodblock prints and Chinese ceramics, alongside European masters,
American contemporary works, and Pacific Island art. The museum's Mediterranean-style courtyards provide serene settings for
sculpture. The Spalding House campus in Makiki Heights offers contemporary art with spectacular city views. Special exhibitions, art
classes, and the museum café make this a cultural oasis in downtown Honolulu.

Top Pick

USS Bowfin Submarine Museum
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Part of the Pearl Harbor Historic Sites, the USS Bowfin Submarine Museum offers a fascinating look at undersea warfare. Walk
through the actual WWII submarine nicknamed the 'Pearl Harbor Avenger,' exploring cramped quarters where 80 sailors lived and
worked. The museum displays torpedoes, periscopes, submarine technology, and personal stories of submariners. Audio guides
provide detailed explanations as you navigate through torpedo rooms, crew quarters, and the control room. The outdoor waterfront
park displays submarine weapons and rescue equipment, offering unique photo opportunities.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

Bishop Museum offers free admission on select days for Hawaii residents - check their calendar
Honolulu Museum of Art is closed Mondays and Tuesdays
Combine museum visits with nearby restaurants in the same district
Photography policies vary; check before taking photos inside exhibitions
Many museums offer guided tours included with admission
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Religious Sites

Honolulu's diverse religious sites reflect the islands' multicultural heritage and spiritual traditions.

Top Pick

Byodo-In Temple
1-1.5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Nestled in the Valley of the Temples Memorial Park, the Byodo-In Temple is a stunning replica of a 950-year-old Buddhist temple in
Uji, Japan. Built in 1968 to commemorate the centennial of Japanese immigration to Hawaii, this non-denominational temple welcomes
visitors of all faiths. The vermillion temple houses a magnificent gold-lacquered Buddha statue, while peacocks roam the manicured
gardens with koi ponds and meditation pavilions. Ring the sacred five-foot brass bell for good fortune. The dramatic Ko'olau Mountain
backdrop makes this one of Oahu's most photographed and peaceful locations.

Notable

Kawaiahao Church
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

Map

Known as Hawaii's Westminster Abbey, Kawaiahao Church is an architectural treasure built in 1842 from 14,000 coral blocks cut
from underwater reefs. This historic mission church hosted royal weddings, coronations, and state funerals for Hawaiian monarchy.
The Gothic Revival interior features koa wood pews and portraits of Hawaiian royalty. The cemetery contains graves of missionaries
and important Hawaiian figures. Sunday services are conducted in both Hawaiian and English, offering visitors a unique cultural
experience. The church remains an active congregation and important cultural institution.

Tips for Religious Sites

Dress modestly when visiting religious sites
Remove shoes before entering temple buildings
Kawaiahao Church offers free tours after Sunday service
Byodo-In Temple charges a small admission fee to maintain the grounds
Visit religious sites during off-peak hours for peaceful reflection
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Beaches & Coastal Areas

Honolulu offers world-class beaches, from the famous sands of Waikiki to hidden coves and spectacular snorkeling spots.

Must See

Waikiki Beach
2-8 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The most famous beach in the Pacific, Waikiki Beach stretches two miles along Honolulu's southern shore, offering golden sands,
gentle waves perfect for learning to surf, and views of Diamond Head. This crescent-shaped beach is actually composed of several
sections including Kuhio Beach, Duke Kahanamoku Beach, and Fort DeRussy Beach. Take surfing lessons from beach boys continuing
a century-old tradition, swim in protected lagoons, or simply sunbathe while watching spectacular sunsets. The beachfront promenade
features outdoor Hawaiian music, hula performances, and torch lighting ceremonies at dusk.

Must See Book Ahead

Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Map

Hanauma Bay is Oahu's premier snorkeling destination, a protected marine sanctuary formed in a volcanic crater. The curved bay
teems with over 400 species of tropical fish, sea turtles, and vibrant coral reefs in crystal-clear shallow waters. All visitors must watch
an educational video about reef protection before entering. The bay offers excellent snorkeling for all skill levels, with fish so abundant
they swim around your feet. Arrive early as the park limits daily visitors and often reaches capacity by mid-morning. Rental equipment
available on-site.

Top Pick

Lanikai Beach
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Consistently ranked among the world's best beaches, Lanikai Beach ('heavenly sea' in Hawaiian) offers powdery white sand,
turquoise waters, and offshore islands perfect for kayaking. This residential beach on the windward side provides a more tranquil
alternative to Waikiki, with gentle trade winds and calm conditions ideal for swimming and stand-up paddleboarding. The twin Mokulua
Islands offshore create iconic photo opportunities. Limited parking makes early arrival essential. The nearby Lanikai Pillbox hike offers
spectacular sunrise views over the beach and islands.

Top Pick

Kailua Beach Park
3-5 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Kailua Beach spans 2.5 miles of pristine white sand along turquoise waters on Oahu's windward coast. Popular with locals, this beach
offers excellent swimming, bodyboarding, and kitesurfing conditions. The offshore reef creates gentle waves perfect for families, while
steady trade winds attract windsurfers. Facilities include picnic areas, showers, and lifeguards. Kayak rentals are available for paddling
to the nearby Mokulua Islands bird sanctuaries. The beach park's expansive size means you can always find space, even on busy
weekends. Food trucks near the beach provide convenient refreshments.

Tips for Beaches & Coastal Areas

Hanauma Bay requires advance online reservations and is closed Mondays and Tuesdays
Apply reef-safe sunscreen to protect marine ecosystems
Arrive at popular beaches before 9 AM for parking and to avoid crowds
Never turn your back on the ocean; watch for rogue waves
Respect 'kapu' (forbidden) areas and wildlife protection zones
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Bring your own snorkel gear to save on rentals
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Parks & Gardens

Honolulu's lush parks and botanical gardens showcase Hawaii's extraordinary tropical flora and provide peaceful retreats.

Top Pick

Hoomaluhia Botanical Garden
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Hoomaluhia ('peaceful refuge' in Hawaiian) spans 400 acres in Kaneohe, featuring plants from tropical regions worldwide organized
by geographic origin. The dramatic Ko'olau Mountain backdrop reflects perfectly in the garden's lake, creating one of Oahu's most
photographed scenes. Five miles of trails wind through collections from Polynesia, India, Sri Lanka, Africa, and the Americas. The
garden offers free guided nature walks, camping opportunities, and abundant birdwatching. Visitors can fish in the lake (catch and
release) or picnic in designated areas. This hidden gem offers tranquility away from tourist crowds.

Notable

Lyon Arboretum
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Tucked into Manoa Valley, Lyon Arboretum encompasses 200 acres of tropical rainforest with over 5,000 plant species from Hawaii
and the Pacific. The University of Hawaii-managed arboretum features ethnobotanical gardens, native Hawaiian plants, ginger
collections, and endangered species conservation programs. Well-marked trails wind through bamboo forests, past waterfalls, and up
to scenic viewpoints. The peaceful setting attracts hikers, botanists, and photographers. Educational programs teach about Hawaiian
ethnobotany and conservation. The visitor center offers maps and plant identification guides for self-guided tours through diverse
plant communities.

Notable

Kapiolani Park
1-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Hawaii's oldest and largest public park, Kapiolani Park stretches across 300 acres between Waikiki and Diamond Head. Named for
Queen Kapiolani, the park offers tennis courts, soccer fields, jogging paths, and wide lawns perfect for picnics. The Waikiki Shell hosts
outdoor concerts and hula competitions. Weekend markets feature local crafts and food. The park borders Honolulu Zoo and Waikiki
Aquarium, making it central to a day of family activities. Early morning visitors enjoy tai chi classes and stunning sunrise views of
Diamond Head. Free hula shows and cultural demonstrations occur regularly.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

Many botanical gardens have free admission - check websites before visiting
Wear sturdy shoes for garden trails, which can be muddy after rain
Bring insect repellent for forested areas
Gardens are best visited in morning for cooler temperatures and better light
Respect 'do not touch' signs as some plants are rare or fragile
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Explore Honolulu's diverse neighborhoods, each offering unique character, dining, and cultural experiences.

Must See

Ala Moana & Waikiki
4-8 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Ala Moana centers around the massive Ala Moana Center, the world's largest open-air shopping mall, while Waikiki is Hawaii's most
famous resort district. Waikiki packs hotels, restaurants, shops, and nightlife into one square mile between Ala Wai Canal and the
ocean. Kalakaua and Kuhio Avenues bustle with luxury retailers, ABC Stores, and international restaurants. The International Market
Place combines shopping and dining with cultural performances. Despite the density, Waikiki maintains its tropical charm with swaying
palms, torch-lit beaches, and Hawaiian music drifting from oceanfront bars. This is Hawaii's tourism heart.

Top Pick

Chinatown
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Historic Honolulu Chinatown is a vibrant cultural enclave filled with traditional shops, herbalists, Buddhist temples, art galleries, and
some of Oahu's best restaurants. Established in the 1860s, the district features colorful markets selling exotic fruits, fresh seafood,
and Asian groceries. The revitalized area now hosts trendy bars, vintage boutiques, and contemporary art spaces alongside traditional
businesses. Visit Kuan Yin Temple, explore Maunakea Street's lei shops, and dine at authentic dim sum restaurants. First Friday art
walks showcase local artists. The neighborhood perfectly blends old and new Hawaii.

Notable

Kaka'ako
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Once an industrial area, Kaka'ako has transformed into Honolulu's hippest neighborhood, famous for spectacular street art murals
covering entire building walls. The POW! WOW! Hawaii festival brings international artists who create vibrant urban art. The district
features craft breweries, farm-to-table restaurants, boutique shops, and the new Ward Village development with luxury condos and
retail. Saturday's Farmers Market at Ward Village showcases local produce and prepared foods. Mother Waldron Playground offers
ocean views and children's play areas. This creative district represents Honolulu's contemporary urban renaissance.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Chinatown is best explored on foot; watch for free walking tours offered by cultural organizations
Park once and walk between neighborhoods to avoid multiple parking fees
Kaka'ako murals change regularly - follow #kakaako and #powwowhawaii for current art
Waikiki offers trolley services connecting major attractions
Many neighborhoods have weekly farmers markets and art walks
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Tours & Activities

Experience Honolulu through guided tours, water sports, cultural activities, and unique Hawaiian adventures.

Must See Book Ahead

Waikiki Surfing Lessons
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Learn to surf where Duke Kahanamoku pioneered modern surfing at Waikiki Beach. Numerous surf schools offer lessons on gentle
Waikiki waves, perfect for beginners. Two-hour group lessons include board rental, instruction on beach and in water, and typically
guarantee you'll stand up. Private lessons provide personalized attention. Beach boys have been teaching surfing here for over a
century, continuing a beloved Hawaiian tradition. Most schools operate from Kuhio Beach with its protected lagoon and consistent
small waves. Surfing lessons make unforgettable vacation memories and impressive photos.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Snorkeling Tours - Turtle Canyon
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Turtle Canyon snorkeling tours depart from Waikiki, taking visitors to offshore reefs where Hawaiian green sea turtles (honu) feed
and rest. These protected waters host abundant tropical fish, colorful coral formations, and regular turtle sightings. Tours include
equipment, instruction, and typically last 2-3 hours. Guides provide information about marine life and reef ecology. Boat crews assist
nervous swimmers and ensure safety. Morning tours usually offer clearest water conditions. Some operators provide underwater
photos. Swimming with these gentle giants in their natural habitat is a bucket-list Hawaiian experience.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Traditional Hawaiian Luau
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Experience authentic Hawaiian culture at a traditional luau featuring Polynesian music, hula dancing, and feast prepared in an
underground imu oven. Popular luaus include Paradise Cove, Polynesian Cultural Center's Ali'i Luau, and Aulani's KA WA'A. Dinner
buffets showcase kalua pig, poi, lomi salmon, and haupia coconut dessert. Shows trace Polynesian migration through dance from
Tahiti, Samoa, and New Zealand, culminating in dramatic fire knife dancing. Some luaus include cultural demonstrations like coconut
husking, lei making, and ukulele lessons. This immersive evening combines entertainment with Hawaiian history and hospitality.

Top Pick

Manoa Falls Hike
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

The Manoa Falls Trail offers an accessible rainforest hike to a 150-foot waterfall just minutes from Waikiki. The 1.6-mile round-trip
trail winds through a lush jungle of bamboo, wild ginger, and massive banyan trees. The well-maintained path can be muddy, so wear
appropriate footwear. The misty waterfall pools create a magical atmosphere, though swimming is prohibited. This tropical rainforest
receives significant rainfall, creating rich vegetation and frequent rainbows. The trail is popular but less crowded on weekday
mornings. Nearby Lyon Arboretum offers extended hiking for nature enthusiasts.
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Tips for Tours & Activities

Book water activities 3-7 days in advance, especially during peak season (December-March)
Morning activities typically offer calmer ocean conditions
Many tour operators offer hotel pickup from Waikiki - confirm when booking
Luaus are expensive ($100-200+ per person) but provide comprehensive cultural experiences
Bring waterproof phone cases or cameras for water activities
Check weather and ocean conditions before booking outdoor activities
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Day Trips & Excursions

Explore beyond Honolulu with scenic drives, North Shore beaches, and cultural attractions around Oahu island.

Must See

North Shore (Haleiwa & Sunset Beach)
Full day (6-8 hours) No Booking Needed

Map

The legendary North Shore is home to world-famous surf breaks like Pipeline, Waimea Bay, and Sunset Beach, which host
professional surfing competitions in winter (November-February) with waves reaching 30+ feet. The charming town of Haleiwa offers
surf shops, shave ice stands, art galleries, and local restaurants. Summer brings calmer waters perfect for swimming and snorkeling.
Visit the historic Haleiwa town, watch pro surfers from beach overlooks, try famous Matsumoto's shave ice, and explore Waimea Valley
botanical garden. The scenic drive from Honolulu takes about one hour via H2 or the longer coastal route.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Polynesian Cultural Center
Full day (6-10 hours) Book Ahead

Map

Located in Laie on Oahu's windward coast, the Polynesian Cultural Center showcases the cultures of Hawaii, Samoa, Tahiti, Tonga,
Fiji, Aotearoa (New Zealand), and Marquesas through interactive villages, demonstrations, and performances. Watch fire knife
dancing, learn traditional crafts, paddle outrigger canoes, and enjoy Polynesian games. The evening show 'Ha: Breath of Life' tells a
dramatic story through dance and special effects. Full-day packages include buffet dining and village access. This nonprofit
educational attraction, operated by the LDS Church, provides authentic cultural immersion and supports student scholarships. Plan a
full day for the 42-acre park.

Top Pick

Makapuu Lighthouse Trail
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

This scenic 2-mile paved trail on Oahu's southeastern tip offers spectacular panoramic views of turquoise coastline, offshore islands,
and migrating humpback whales (December-May). The lighthouse sits atop 600-foot cliffs above crashing surf. The moderate uphill
hike is stroller and wheelchair accessible, making it family-friendly. Interpretive signs explain Hawaiian history and marine ecology.
The bright red historic lighthouse, built in 1909, creates dramatic photo opportunities against blue ocean. Visit early morning or late
afternoon for best light and cooler temperatures. Nearby Makapuu Beach offers bodyboarding and stunning views of Rabbit Island.

Top Pick Book Ahead

Kualoa Ranch
3-6 hours Book Ahead

Map

Kualoa Ranch is a 4,000-acre working cattle ranch and Hollywood filming location on Oahu's windward coast, where Jurassic Park,
Lost, and dozens of films were shot. Tours include movie site visits, ATV adventures through valleys, horseback riding, ziplines, and
electric bike explorations. The dramatic mountain backdrop and lush valleys showcase Oahu's wild beauty. Jungle expedition tours
drive through filming locations with behind-the-scenes stories. The ranch offers ancient Hawaiian fishponds, WWII bunkers, and
cultural demonstrations. Multiple tour packages available from 1-hour to full-day experiences. The Secret Island beach provides
pristine swimming and kayaking.

Tips for Day Trips & Excursions
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Rent a car for day trips; public transportation to outer Oahu areas is limited
Start early to maximize daylight and avoid traffic returning to Honolulu
Bring reef-safe sunscreen, water, and snacks for remote areas
Check road conditions before driving coastal routes after heavy rain
Winter North Shore visits: watch big wave surfing but respect dangerous ocean conditions
Combine multiple stops into circular island tours for efficiency
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With Kids

Kid-friendly attractions including aquariums, zoos, and interactive experiences perfect for family vacations.

Top Pick

Waikiki Aquarium
1.5-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

America's second-oldest aquarium, the Waikiki Aquarium showcases over 3,500 marine organisms from Hawaiian and Pacific waters.
Exhibits feature Hawaiian monk seals, giant clams, jellyfish, colorful reef fish, and the fascinating chambered nautilus breeding
program. The Edge of the Reef exhibit lets children safely touch sea cucumbers and other tide pool creatures. Outdoor viewing areas
display Hawaiian green sea turtles and Hawaiian monk seals. Educational programs teach about coral reef conservation and endemic
Hawaiian species. The aquarium's oceanfront location at the Diamond Head end of Waikiki makes it convenient for families staying in
the area.

Notable

Honolulu Zoo
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Set on 42 acres in Kapiolani Park, Honolulu Zoo houses over 1,200 animals from tropical ecosystems worldwide. Highlights include
African savanna exhibits with giraffes, lions, and elephants, a reptile house with Komodo dragons, and the endangered Hawaiian nene
goose breeding program. The children's zoo features farm animals and interactive experiences. Keiki Zoo allows kids to feed goats and
learn about animal care. The zoo hosts twilight tours, summer concerts, and special educational programs. Shaded walkways and
tropical landscaping create a pleasant family outing. Located walking distance from Waikiki hotels, it's perfect for younger children.

Notable

Wet'n'Wild Hawaii
4-6 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Wet'n'Wild Hawaii is Oahu's premier water park featuring 25 water slides, wave pools, lazy rivers, and family raft rides. Thrill-
seekers enjoy the six-story Hawaiian Waters water slide, while younger children splash in Keiki Cove. The Tornado funnel slide and
multi-lane racing slides provide competitive fun. Cabana rentals offer shaded relaxation areas. The park includes restaurants, lockers,
and tube rentals. Located in Kapolei (west Oahu), about 30 minutes from Waikiki, it provides a full day of aquatic entertainment. Peak
season can be crowded; arrive early or visit weekdays for shorter lines.

Tips for With Kids

Many attractions offer kamaaina (resident) discounts  - ask if you're staying long-term
Purchase combination tickets for zoo and aquarium to save money
Bring swimwear under clothes for impromptu beach visits after attractions
Pack snacks and refillable water bottles; attraction food is expensive
Apply sunscreen before outdoor attractions and reapply frequently
Visit indoor attractions during midday heat, outdoor activities morning/evening
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in Honolulu, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4★).

Must See

Southern Love★★★★★ 4.8 (343)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Southern Love is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.8★ from 343 reviews. Located at 753 Queen St Unit A, Honolulu, HI
96813, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 4:00 – 8:00 PM
Wednesday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 4:00 – 8:00 PM
Thursday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 4:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 4:00 – 8:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM, 4:00 – 8:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Taormina Sicilian Cuisine★★★★★ 4.8 (3,470)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Taormina Sicilian Cuisine is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.8★ from 3470 reviews. Located at 227 Lewers St, Honolulu,
HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM, 5:00 – 8:30 PM
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Must See

Sweet E's Café★★★★★ 4.7 (3,297)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Sweet E's Café is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.7★ from 3297 reviews. Located at 1006 Kapahulu Ave, Honolulu, HI
96816, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Tuesday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Saturday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Must See

Senia★★★★★ 4.6 (822)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Senia is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.6★ from 822 reviews. Located at 75 N King St, Honolulu, HI 96817, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Tuesday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Wednesday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: Closed

Must See

Fête★★★★★ 4.6 (1,659)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Fête is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.6★ from 1659 reviews. Located at 2 N Hotel St, Honolulu, HI 96817, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 4:00 – 9:00 PM
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Must See

natuRe waikiki★★★★★ 4.6 (446)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

natuRe waikiki is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.6★ from 446 reviews. Located at 413 Seaside Ave #2F, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM
Tuesday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM
Wednesday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM
Thursday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM
Friday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM
Saturday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM
Sunday: 5:30 – 9:45 PM

Must See

Podmore★★★★★ 4.6 (278)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Podmore is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.6★ from 278 reviews. Located at 202 Merchant St, Honolulu, HI 96813, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 3:30 – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Must See

Tommy Bahama Restaurant & Bar★★★★★ 4.6 (3,013)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Tommy Bahama Restaurant & Bar is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.6★ from 3013 reviews. Located at 298 Beach Walk
Suite 137, Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 – 9:00 PM
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Top Pick

Orchids★★★★★ 4.5 (1,269)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Orchids is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.5★ from 1269 reviews. Located at 2199 Kālia Rd, Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: Open 24 hours
Tuesday: Open 24 hours
Wednesday: Open 24 hours
Thursday: Open 24 hours
Friday: Open 24 hours
Saturday: Open 24 hours
Sunday: Open 24 hours

Top Pick

Merriman's Honolulu★★★★★ 4.5 (1,026)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Merriman's Honolulu is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.5★ from 1026 reviews. Located at 1108 Auahi St #170, Honolulu,
HI 96814, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Top Pick

Duke's Waikiki★★★★☆ 4.4 (19,092)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Duke's Waikiki is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 19092 reviews. Located at 2335 Kalākaua Ave #116,
Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Tuesday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Wednesday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Thursday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Friday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
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Top Pick

Beachhouse at the Moana★★★★☆ 4.4 (678)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Beachhouse at the Moana is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 678 reviews. Located at 2365 Kalākaua Ave,
Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM

Top Pick

HIDEOUT★★★★☆ 4.4 (1,150)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

HIDEOUT is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 1150 reviews. Located at 2299 Kūhiō Ave. 1st Floor, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 6:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 6:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM

Top Pick

Hula Grill Waikiki★★★★☆ 4.4 (5,228)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Hula Grill Waikiki is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 5228 reviews. Located at 2335 Kalākaua Ave, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00 AM – 10:00 PM
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Top Pick

DECK. at Queen Kapiʻolani Hotel★★★★☆ 4.4 (4,296)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

DECK. at Queen Kapiʻolani Hotel is a highly-rated restaurant in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 4296 reviews. Located at 150 Kapahulu Ave,
Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 6:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 6:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
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Beach Bars

Real, highly-rated Beach Bars in Honolulu, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4★).

Must See

Surf Bar Waikiki★★★★★ 4.9 (1,215)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Surf Bar Waikiki is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.9★ from 1215 reviews. Located at Inside Waikiki Resort Hotel, 2460
Koa Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Tuesday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Wednesday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Thursday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Friday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Saturday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Sunday: 6:00 PM – 2:00 AM

Must See

Koa Oasis Booze Shack★★★★★ 4.7 (298)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Koa Oasis Booze Shack is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.7★ from 298 reviews. Located at 2131 Kālia Rd, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
Tuesday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
Wednesday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
Thursday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
Friday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
Saturday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
Sunday: 1:00 – 7:00 PM
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Must See

Suzie Wong's Hideaway★★★★★ 4.7 (817)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Suzie Wong's Hideaway is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.7★ from 817 reviews. Located at 1913 Dudoit Ln, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 2:00 AM
Sunday: 7:45 AM – 2:00 AM

Must See

Tikis Grill & Bar★★★★★ 4.6 (13,749)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Tikis Grill & Bar is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.6★ from 13749 reviews. Located at 2570 Kalākaua Ave, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM

Top Pick

Arnold's Beach Bar★★★★★ 4.5 (1,205)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Arnold's Beach Bar is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.5★ from 1205 reviews. Located at 339 Saratoga Rd, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Tuesday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Wednesday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Thursday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Friday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Saturday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
Sunday: 12:00 PM – 2:00 AM
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Top Pick

Hale Koa Barefoot Bar★★★★★ 4.5 (599)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Hale Koa Barefoot Bar is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.5★ from 599 reviews. Located at 2055 Kālia Rd, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 10:00 PM

Top Pick

The Beach Bar★★★★☆ 4.4 (1,189)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

The Beach Bar is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 1189 reviews. Located at 2365 Kalākaua Ave, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 10:30 PM

Top Pick

HIDEOUT★★★★☆ 4.4 (1,150)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

HIDEOUT is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 1150 reviews. Located at 2299 Kūhiō Ave. 1st Floor, Honolulu, HI
96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 6:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 6:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM
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Top Pick

Duke's Waikiki★★★★☆ 4.4 (19,092)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Duke's Waikiki is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 19092 reviews. Located at 2335 Kalākaua Ave #116, Honolulu,
HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Tuesday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Wednesday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Thursday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Friday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Saturday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM
Sunday: 7:00 AM – 12:00 AM

Top Pick

Beachhouse at the Moana★★★★☆ 4.4 (678)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Beachhouse at the Moana is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 678 reviews. Located at 2365 Kalākaua Ave,
Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Thursday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Friday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Saturday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM
Sunday: 5:30 – 9:30 PM

Top Pick

Yard House★★★★☆ 4.4 (7,555)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Yard House is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 7555 reviews. Located at 226 Lewers St, Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 AM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 AM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 AM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 AM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 1:20 AM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 1:20 AM
Sunday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 AM
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Top Pick

DECK. at Queen Kapiʻolani Hotel★★★★☆ 4.4 (4,296)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

DECK. at Queen Kapiʻolani Hotel is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.4★ from 4296 reviews. Located at 150 Kapahulu Ave,
Honolulu, HI 96815, USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Tuesday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Wednesday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Thursday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM
Friday: 6:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 6:30 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 6:30 AM – 10:00 PM

Top Pick

Mai Tai Bar★★★★☆ 4.3 (2,005)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Mai Tai Bar is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.3★ from 2005 reviews. Located at 2259 Kalākaua Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815,
USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM

Top Pick

Ko Tiki Terrace★★★★☆ 4.3 (241)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Ko Tiki Terrace is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.3★ from 241 reviews. Located at 2425 Kūhiō Ave., Honolulu, HI 96815,
USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Thursday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Friday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Saturday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM – 11:00 PM
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Top Pick

Leahi Bar & Grill★★★★☆ 4.3 (858)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Map

Leahi Bar & Grill is a highly-rated beach bar in Honolulu, rated 4.3★ from 858 reviews. Located at 2446 Koa Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815,
USA.

Opening Hours

Monday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM
Tuesday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM
Wednesday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM
Thursday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM
Friday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM
Saturday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM
Sunday: 4:30 PM – 2:00 AM

Practical Information

Optimal Seasons for Honolulu

Best Overall: April-May and September-November  offer the perfect balance of great weather, fewer crowds, and
moderate prices. These shoulder seasons provide warm temperatures (75-85°F), less rainfall, and availability at hotels and
attractions.

Season Breakdown:

Winter (December-March): Peak tourist season with highest prices and crowds. Temperatures 70-80°F. Best for
whale watching (humpback whales migrate December-May). North Shore has massive surf competitions. Expect
occasional rain showers. Book accommodations 3+ months ahead.
Spring (April-June): Excellent weather with minimal rain. Perfect ocean conditions. Merrie Monarch Festival
(April) celebrates Hawaiian culture. Graduation season brings local tourism. Increasing temperatures make beach
activities ideal.
Summer (July-September): Hottest and driest period (80-90°F). Japanese and US mainland tourists increase in
July-August. Calmer North Shore waters perfect for swimming. Aloha Festivals (September) showcase Hawaiian
music and culture. Hurricane season (June-November) rarely affects Honolulu directly.
Fall (October-November): Bargain season with lowest hotel rates before holiday rush. Warm ocean
temperatures linger. Halloween celebrations and Honolulu Marathon (December) draw visitors. Excellent snorkeling
conditions continue.

Weather Patterns: Honolulu enjoys year-round warm weather with trade winds providing natural air conditioning.
Rainfall is brief and localized, typically clearing quickly. Windward (east) side receives more rain than leeward (west)
areas.

Getting Around Honolulu & Oahu

✈️ Airport Transfer

Car Rental: All major agencies operate from consolidated rental facility. Highly recommended for exploring
beyond Waikiki. Book in advance for best rates ($50-100/day). Traffic can be heavy during rush hours (7-9 AM, 3-6
PM).
Rideshare (Uber/Lyft): $35-50 to Waikiki (15-30 minutes depending on traffic). Pick-up on lower level outside
baggage claim.
Taxi: Flat rate $40-45 to Waikiki hotels. Available at taxi stands outside terminals.
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Airport Shuttle: Shared vans to Waikiki hotels ($16-20 per person). Slower due to multiple stops.
Public Bus (TheBus Route 19 & 20):  Only $3 per ride to Waikiki but no large luggage allowed. Budget option for
light travelers.

Within Honolulu:

TheBus: Comprehensive public transit system covering all of Oahu. Single ride $3, day pass $7.50, monthly pass
$80. Routes 8, 19, 20, 23, 42 serve Waikiki. Download DaBus app for real-time tracking. Cash exact change only;
drivers don't make change.
Waikiki Trolley: Tourist-oriented trolley with multiple color-coded lines ($2-25 per ride, multi-day passes
available). Connects Waikiki to Diamond Head, Ala Moana, downtown. Hop-on/hop-off service with narration.
Biki Bikes: Honolulu's bike-share system with 1,300+ bikes and 130 stations. Perfect for short trips. $4.50 for 30
minutes, $20 for 300 minutes. Download Biki app to locate stations.
Walking: Waikiki is very walkable, with most hotels, restaurants, and beach within 20-minute walks. Downtown
Honolulu and Chinatown also pedestrian-friendly.
Parking: Hotel parking $35-50/day. Metered street parking $1-3/hour (limited). Use SpotHero or ParkWhiz apps for
discounted parking. Some beaches offer free parking but arrive early.

Island Circle Tours:

Circumnavigating Oahu takes 3-4 hours without stops. Popular routes include H1 to North Shore via H2, return via
Windward Coast (Highway 83) past Kualoa Ranch and through Kailua. Alternative: scenic coastal route entire way (longer
but more picturesque).

Shopping in Honolulu

Major Shopping Centers:

Ala Moana Center: World's largest open-air shopping mall with 350+ stores including Nordstrom, Neiman Marcus,
Macy's, luxury boutiques (Chanel, Gucci, Prada), and the Food Court with 50+ vendors. Open 9:30 AM-9 PM daily.
International Market Place: Completely renovated Waikiki shopping complex combining luxury retailers, local
boutiques, and restaurants under a historic banyan tree. Features Saks Fifth Avenue, Anthropologie, and rooftop
dining.
Royal Hawaiian Center: Premium shopping in Waikiki with 110 stores, free cultural classes (lei making, ukulele,
hula), and diverse dining options.
Ward Village: Modern development in Kaka'ako with Nordstrom Rack, local boutiques, and Saturday farmers
market.

Local Markets & Authentic Shopping:

KCC Farmers Market: Saturday 7:30-11 AM at Kapiolani Community College. Best farmers market featuring local
produce, prepared foods, crafts, and breakfast vendors. Very popular with locals.
Aloha Stadium Swap Meet: Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday 8 AM-3 PM. Massive outdoor market with 400+
vendors selling souvenirs, clothing, jewelry, art. Cash recommended, bargaining acceptable. Closed for stadium
renovations - check current status.
Chinatown Markets: Maunakea Marketplace and Oahu Market offer authentic Asian groceries, tropical fruits,
fresh seafood, and cultural items. Open daily, busiest on weekends.

What to Buy - Hawaiian Souvenirs:

Macadamia Nuts: Locally grown and packaged. Multiple flavors available. Buy at grocery stores (Foodland,
Safeway) for best prices versus tourist shops.
Kona Coffee: Premium Hawaiian coffee from Big Island. Look for '100% Kona' label. Available at Whole Foods,
farmers markets, and specialty shops like Island Vintage Coffee.
Hawaiian Host Chocolates: Locally made chocolate-covered macadamia nuts, perfect for gifts. Factory outlet
offers bulk pricing.
Hawaiian Honey: Unique varieties including macadamia blossom, lehua, and wilelaiki honey. Local beekeepers
sell at farmers markets.
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Kukui Nut Products: Traditional Hawaiian kukui nut oil for skin, lei, jewelry. Found at local boutiques and
markets.
Aloha Shirts & Mu'umu'u: Traditional Hawaiian clothing. Vintage and contemporary styles at Bailey's Antiques,
Hilo Hattie, and Macy's Hawaiian department.
Hawaiian Sea Salt: Flavored varieties (red alaea, black lava salt) from local salt farms.
Ukuleles: Authentic Hawaiian ukuleles from local makers. KoAloha and Kamaka are premium brands. Affordable
options at ABC Stores.
Art & Crafts: Paintings, prints, woodwork, and jewelry by local artists. Best found at Chinatown galleries, Saturday
morning artists at Kapiolani Park, and KCC Farmers Market.

Shopping Tips:

ABC Stores (80+ locations in Waikiki) carry everything from snacks to sunscreen, gifts to grocery items.
Convenient but premium pricing.
No Sales Tax! Hawaii has no sales tax but does have 4.5% general excise tax (GET) included in displayed prices.
Beware Tourist Traps: 'Made in Hawaii' label doesn't always mean locally produced. Check carefully for
authentic Hawaiian products.
Best Prices: Walmart (Honolulu location), Target, Costco, and Ross Dress for Less offer discounted Hawaii
souvenirs and groceries.
Duty-Free: DFS Galleria in Waikiki offers duty-free shopping for international visitors with departing flight proof.

Annual Events & Festivals in Honolulu

Major Cultural Celebrations:

Honolulu Festival (March): Three-day event celebrating Pacific Rim cultures with parades, performances, crafts,
and the spectacular Grande Parade and fireworks on Kalakaua Avenue. Free admission to most events.
Merrie Monarch Festival (April - Hilo, Big Island):  Premier hula competition, though on another island, many
Oahu halau (hula schools) participate. Local celebrations occur in Honolulu.
Lei Day (May 1): 'May Day is Lei Day in Hawaii' celebrates Hawaiian lei-making traditions with competitions,
demonstrations, and concerts at Kapiolani Park. Free event with lei-making workshops.
King Kamehameha Day (June 11):  State holiday honoring King Kamehameha I. Massive lei draping ceremony at
the King Kamehameha statue, floral parade through Waikiki, and celebrations statewide.
Lantern Floating Hawaii (Memorial Day):  Moving ceremony at Ala Moana Beach where thousands of
illuminated lanterns are set afloat to honor deceased loved ones. Free event drawing 50,000+ participants.
Pan-Pacific Festival (June): Three-day Japanese cultural festival in Waikiki with matsuri (street festival), bon
dance, taiko drumming, and the Nagaoka Fireworks spectacular.
Honolulu Pride (October): Hawaii's largest LGBTQ+ celebration with parade, festival, and events throughout
Waikiki supporting equality and diversity.
Aloha Festivals (September):  Month-long statewide celebration of Hawaiian culture featuring the Waikiki
Ho'olaule'a block party, floral parade, music, and traditional ceremonies.
Triple Crown of Surfing (November-December, North Shore):  World's most prestigious surfing competitions
at Haleiwa, Sunset Beach, and Banzai Pipeline. Free viewing from beaches attracts massive crowds.
Honolulu Marathon (December):  One of world's largest marathons with 30,000+ runners. Festive atmosphere
with live music stations along the course. Finisher's celebration at Kapiolani Park.
Honolulu City Lights (December-January):  Holiday light displays, Christmas tree, and electric light parade in
downtown Honolulu. Historic City Hall transformed into winter wonderland.

Weekly/Monthly Events:

Friday Fireworks: Hilton Hawaiian Village hosts free fireworks show every Friday at 7:45 PM, visible from Waikiki
Beach.
First Friday (Chinatown): Monthly art walk (5-9 PM) with gallery openings, street performers, food vendors, and
live music throughout historic Chinatown.
Waikiki Sunset Torch Lighting & Hula Show:  Free nightly ceremony (6:30 PM) at Kuhio Beach with traditional
torch lighting, hula performance, and Hawaiian music.
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Farmers Markets: KCC Saturday morning, Honolulu Farmers Market (Wednesday various locations), Kaka'ako
Saturday at Ward Village.

National Holidays Observed:

All US federal holidays plus Hawaii-specific: Prince Kuhio Day (March 26), King Kamehameha Day (June 11), Statehood Day
(3rd Friday in August). Government offices, banks close; some businesses remain open.

5 Sample Day Itineraries for Honolulu

Day 1: Classic Honolulu & Waikiki Introduction

Morning (7:00 AM - 12:00 PM):

7:00 AM: Early breakfast at Heavenly Island Lifestyle or Bills Waikiki (macadamia nut pancakes)
8:00 AM: Diamond Head hike (arrive early, 1.5 hours with reservation)
10:00 AM: Refresh at hotel, change into beach attire
11:00 AM: Waikiki Beach relaxation and surfing lesson (2 hours)

Afternoon (1:00 PM - 5:00 PM):

1:00 PM: Lunch at Duke's Waikiki (beachfront dining, hula pie dessert)
2:30 PM: Explore International Market Place shopping
4:00 PM: Visit Waikiki Aquarium (1.5 hours)

Evening (6:00 PM - 10:00 PM):

6:00 PM: Sunset cocktails at House Without A Key (live Hawaiian music)
7:30 PM: Dinner at Roy's Waikiki (Hawaiian fusion cuisine)
9:00 PM: Evening walk along Kalakaua Avenue, watch street performers

Day 2: Pearl Harbor & Historical Honolulu

Morning (6:30 AM - 12:00 PM):

6:30 AM: Early departure to Pearl Harbor (arrive by 7:00 AM)
7:00 AM - 12:00 PM: USS Arizona Memorial, Battleship Missouri, USS Bowfin Submarine (4-5 hours total, bring no
bags)

Afternoon (12:30 PM - 5:00 PM):

12:30 PM: Lunch at Nico's Pier 38 (famous fish plates near harbor)
2:00 PM: Drive to downtown Honolulu
2:30 PM: Iolani Palace guided tour (book in advance, 1.5 hours)
4:15 PM: Walk to King Kamehameha Statue and Kawaiahao Church (30 minutes)

Evening (5:30 PM - 9:00 PM):

5:30 PM: Explore Chinatown, visit Maunakea Street lei shops
6:30 PM: Dinner at The Pig and the Lady (modern Vietnamese)
8:00 PM: Drinks at Bar Leather Apron (craft cocktails) or Manifest (hipster dive bar)

Day 3: North Shore Adventure

Morning (7:00 AM - 12:30 PM):

7:00 AM: Depart Waikiki, drive H2 to North Shore (1 hour)
8:15 AM: Breakfast at Haleiwa town - Café Haleiwa or Haleiwa Beach House
9:00 AM: Watch surfers at Pipeline or Waimea Bay (winter), swim (summer)
10:30 AM: Matsumoto's shave ice (iconic rainbow flavor)
11:00 AM: Browse Haleiwa art galleries and surf shops
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Afternoon (12:30 PM - 5:00 PM):

12:30 PM: Lunch at Giovanni's Shrimp Truck (famous garlic shrimp)
1:30 PM: Visit Waimea Valley botanical garden and waterfall (2 hours)
3:30 PM: Sunset Beach or Laniakea Beach (turtle viewing)
4:30 PM: Coffee at Seven Brothers coffee stand

Evening (5:30 PM - 9:00 PM):

5:30 PM: Scenic drive back via Windward Coast (Highway 83)
6:30 PM: Dinner at Kono's Restaurant (Kailua) or return to Waikiki
8:00 PM: Relax with evening beach walk

Day 4: Windward Oahu & Beaches

Morning (7:00 AM - 12:00 PM):

7:00 AM: Drive to Lanikai via Pali Highway (45 minutes)
7:45 AM: Lanikai Pillbox hike for sunrise views (1.5 hours)
9:30 AM: Breakfast at Cinnamon's Restaurant (red velvet pancakes)
10:30 AM: Lanikai Beach swimming and kayaking to Mokulua Islands

Afternoon (12:00 PM - 5:00 PM):

12:00 PM: Lunch at Kalapawai Market (beach picnic supplies) or Buzz's Steakhouse
1:30 PM: Kailua Beach Park (swimming, paddleboarding)
3:30 PM: Visit Byodo-In Temple (30 minutes drive through mountains)
4:30 PM: Stop at Hoomaluhia Botanical Garden lake viewpoint

Evening (6:00 PM - 9:00 PM):

6:00 PM: Return to Waikiki, freshen up
7:30 PM: Sunset dinner at Azure at Royal Hawaiian (fine dining)
9:00 PM: Waikiki nightlife - Mai Tai Bar, Rumfire, or Duke's Barefoot Bar

Day 5: Culture, Nature & Relaxation

Morning (8:00 AM - 12:00 PM):

8:00 AM: Breakfast at Koko Head Café (innovative brunch)
9:00 AM: Bishop Museum exploration (3 hours covering Hawaiian Hall, planetarium, special exhibits)

Afternoon (12:00 PM - 5:00 PM):

12:00 PM: Lunch at Helena's Hawaiian Food (local plate lunch, James Beard Award winner)
1:30 PM: Manoa Falls hike through rainforest (1.5 hours)
3:00 PM: Lyon Arboretum botanical garden (adjacent to trail)
4:30 PM: Return to Waikiki for spa treatment or hotel pool time

Evening (6:00 PM - 10:00 PM):

6:00 PM: Watch Waikiki sunset torch lighting ceremony at Kuhio Beach
7:00 PM: Farewell dinner at La Mer (French-Hawaiian fusion, Halekulani Hotel)
9:00 PM: Nightcap at Sky Waikiki rooftop bar (panoramic city views)
10:00 PM: Final evening stroll along moonlit Waikiki Beach

General Itinerary Tips: These itineraries assume you have a rental car for days 2-5. Adjust timing for traffic (add 15-30
minutes during rush hours). Book restaurants and activities requiring reservations 1-2 weeks ahead. Build in flexibility for
weather and personal pace. Stay hydrated and apply sunscreen throughout the day.
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Best Photography & Instagram Locations in Honolulu

Iconic Viewpoints:

Diamond Head Summit: 360-degree panoramas of Honolulu skyline, Waikiki Beach, and Pacific Ocean. Best
time: Sunrise (6:30-7:30 AM) for golden light and fewer crowds. Reservations required.
Tantalus Lookout (Puu Ualakaa State Park):  Sweeping views of Honolulu from rainforest overlook. Best time:
Sunset for city lights beginning to glow, or blue hour (30 minutes after sunset) for dramatic twilight shots.
Makapuu Lighthouse Trail: Dramatic coastal cliffs, turquoise ocean, and red lighthouse. Best time: Early
morning (7-9 AM) for side lighting on cliffs, or late afternoon for warm tones.
Lanikai Pillbox (Kaiwa Ridge Trail):  Aerial views of Lanikai Beach and Mokulua Islands. Best time: Sunrise
(6:30-7:30 AM) for spectacular colors over ocean and islands.

Beach & Water Shots:

Lanikai Beach: Powder-white sand, turquoise water, twin islands offshore. Best time: Mid-morning (8-10 AM)
when sun illuminates turquoise water color. Wade into shallow water for foreground interest.
Waikiki Beach with Diamond Head:  Classic postcard shot from Kuhio Beach or near Hilton Lagoon. Best time:
Golden hour (5:30-7 PM) for warm light on Diamond Head. Include palm trees as frames.
Hanauma Bay Overlook: Curved bay from parking lot viewpoint before descending. Best time: Morning (8-10 AM)
for best water clarity visibility in photos.
Spitting Cave (Portlock): Dramatic lava rock formations with crashing waves. Best time: High tide for wave
action, midday for sun penetrating into cave. Warning: Stay back from edge, dangerous area.

Urban & Street Photography:

Kaka'ako Murals: Massive colorful street art covering entire building walls. Located on Cooke, Auahi, and
Pohukaina Streets. Best time: Overcast days for even lighting without harsh shadows. Murals change regularly -
follow @powwowhawaii.
Chinatown: Red lanterns, traditional shops, Kuan Yin Temple, Maunakea Street. Best time: Early morning (7-9 AM)
for market activity and soft light, or evening for lit lanterns.
Iolani Palace: Royal architecture with palm trees. Best time: Late afternoon (3-5 PM) for warm light on building
façade. Include guards in ceremonial dress during special events.
King Kamehameha Statue: Draped in lei garlands, golden cloak, against modern buildings. Best time: Morning
(8-10 AM) for front lighting. Most spectacular on King Kamehameha Day (June 11) with massive lei draping.

Nature & Gardens:

Hoomaluhia Botanical Garden Lake:  Mirror reflections of Ko'olau Mountains in calm lake. Best time: Early
morning (7-8 AM) for glass-like water reflections before wind picks up. Overcast days create moody atmospheric
shots.
Byodo-In Temple: Red temple architecture against dramatic mountain backdrop, peacocks, koi ponds. Best time:
Midday for even lighting on temple, or early morning for mist in mountains.
Manoa Falls: Lush rainforest trail leading to 150-foot waterfall. Best time: After rain for maximum water flow, but
anytime works. Use slower shutter speed (1/4 second) for silky water effect.
Lyon Arboretum: Tropical flora, bamboo forests, jungle atmosphere. Best time: Overcast or dappled light
conditions to avoid harsh shadows in dense forest.

Sunrise & Sunset Locations:

Sunrise Spots: Lanikai Pillbox (6:30 AM), Makapuu Lighthouse Trail (6:45 AM), Koko Head Crater Rim (6:30 AM),
any east-facing beach. Arrive 30 minutes before sunrise.
Sunset Spots: Magic Island Lagoon (west-facing for sun over ocean), Tantalus Lookout (city views), Ko Olina
Lagoons (west side, 45 minutes from Waikiki), Ala Moana Beach Park. Arrive 30-45 minutes before sunset for
golden hour.
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Unique Perspectives:

Underwater Photography: Hanauma Bay, Shark's Cove (summer), or Turtle Canyon snorkel tours. Use GoPro or
waterproof phone case. Best in morning for clearest water and most fish activity.
Helicopter Tours: Aerial shots of Diamond Head crater, coastline, and valleys. Book morning flights for clearest
conditions and best light.
Duke Kahanamoku Statue (Waikiki Beach):  Famous bronze surfer statue with lei garlands. Best time: Golden
hour with beach and ocean background. Include classic "hang loose" hand gesture.

Photography Tips:

Golden Hour Magic: First/last hour of sunlight provides warm, soft lighting. Hawaii's golden hour: sunrise 6:00-
7:30 AM, sunset 5:30-7:00 PM (varies by season).
Weather Awareness: Overcast days create even lighting perfect for waterfalls and forests. Don't avoid shooting
in rain - use it for dramatic moody shots.
Respect Privacy: Ask permission before photographing locals, especially at cultural sites. Never photograph
inside temples without permission.
Drone Regulations: Drones restricted in many areas including beaches, parks, and near airport. Check FAA
regulations and state park rules before flying.
Equipment Protection: Salt air and water can damage cameras. Bring lens cleaning cloth, waterproof bags.
Rinse equipment with fresh water after beach shoots.
Composition Tips: Include palm trees as natural frames. Use leading lines of waves or trails. Capture reflections
in tide pools or wet sand.

Electricity & Electronics in Hawaii

Electrical Standards:

Voltage: 120V AC (same as US mainland)
Frequency: 60 Hz
Plug Type: Type A (two flat parallel pins) and Type B (two flat parallel pins with round grounding pin)

Adapter Requirements:

No adapter needed if traveling from:  United States, Canada, Mexico, most Caribbean nations, Japan (same voltage
and plug type)

Adapter AND voltage converter required for:  Europe, UK, Australia, New Zealand, Asia (except Japan), Africa, South
America. Most modern electronics (phones, laptops, cameras) have built-in voltage converters (check device label for
'100-240V'), so only plug adapter needed. Hair dryers, curling irons, and other heat-producing appliances typically need
voltage converter if not dual-voltage.

Where to Buy Adapters:

Before Arrival: Purchase multi-country travel adapter at home (cheaper and more selection)
In Honolulu: ABC Stores (80+ locations in Waikiki), Target, Walmart, Best Buy, airport shops (most expensive
option)
Hotel Front Desk: Many hotels loan adapters to guests - ask at check-in

Device Charging:

USB Charging: Widely available in hotels, cafés, restaurants, and public spaces. Bring your own USB cable and
charging brick.
Hotel Rooms: Standard US outlets throughout. Most modern hotels have built-in USB charging ports.
Public Charging: Honolulu Airport offers charging stations. Some beaches and parks have outlets in pavilions (use
at own risk).

Electronics Tips:

Bring power strip/surge protector if traveling with multiple devices - hotel rooms typically have limited outlets
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Waterproof phone cases recommended for beach and water activities
Portable battery packs essential for full-day excursions when outlets unavailable
Most hotels offer safes for storing electronics and valuables
Salt air can damage electronics - keep devices in protective cases when at beach

Hawaiian Cuisine & Dining Guide

Must-Try Hawaiian Dishes:

Poke (POH-kay): Raw fish (usually ahi tuna) marinated in soy sauce, sesame oil, and seasonings. Best at: Ono
Seafood, Foodland Farms poke bar, Maguro Brothers.
Plate Lunch: Local comfort food consisting of two scoops rice, macaroni salad, and protein (kalua pig, chicken
katsu, teriyaki beef). Best at: Rainbow Drive-In, Ono Hawaiian Foods, L&L Hawaiian Barbecue.
Kalua Pig: Pork slow-cooked in underground imu oven, shredded and smoky. Traditionally served at luaus or plate
lunch spots.
Loco Moco: Rice topped with hamburger patty, fried egg, and brown gravy. Hearty breakfast/lunch dish. Best at:
Liliha Bakery (24/7), Rainbow Drive-In.
Spam Musubi: Slice of grilled Spam on rice wrapped in nori seaweed. Ubiquitous convenience food found at ABC
Stores, 7-Eleven, supermarkets.
Haupia: Coconut milk-based dessert, similar to pudding. Often found at luaus or as pie filling at Ted's Bakery.
Malasadas: Portuguese fried dough similar to donuts, often filled with custard or haupia. Best at: Leonard's
Bakery (the original since 1952).
Shave Ice: Finely shaved ice with flavored syrups (not snow cone). Add ice cream and azuki beans for deluxe
version. Best at: Matsumoto's (North Shore), Waiola Shave Ice, Uncle Clay's House of Pure Aloha.
Laulau: Pork and fish wrapped in taro and ti leaves, steamed until tender. Traditional Hawaiian dish at Helena's
Hawaiian Food (James Beard Award winner).
Poi: Mashed taro root, traditional Hawaiian staple. Acquired taste with slightly sour flavor. Try at Highway Inn or
Helena's Hawaiian Food.

Seafood Specialties:

Ahi (Yellowfin Tuna): Served as poke, sashimi, or seared. Ultra-fresh at fish markets and poke shops.
Ono (Wahoo): Mild white fish, excellent grilled or fried. Restaurant favorite.
Mahi-Mahi: Sweet, firm fish perfect for grilling or fish tacos.
Garlic Shrimp: North Shore specialty. Best at: Giovanni's Shrimp Truck, Fumi's Kahuku Shrimp.
Opihi: Hawaiian limpets (shellfish), considered delicacy. Try at traditional Hawaiian restaurants.

Breakfast & Brunch Favorites:

Acai Bowls: Brazilian superfood bowls topped with granola, fruit, honey. Popular post-surf meal. Best at: Diamond
Head Cove Health Bar, Haleiwa Bowls.
Pancakes with Mac Nut Sauce:  Pancakes topped with macadamia nut syrup. Best at: Boots & Kimo's (Kailua),
Bills Waikiki.
Portuguese Sausage & Eggs:  Spicy linguiça sausage with rice and eggs. Local breakfast staple at diners.

Budget-Friendly Dining:

Food Trucks: Authentic and affordable. Concentrations at Kam Bowl (food truck row), various beaches. Expect
$10-15 per meal.
Plate Lunch Spots: $8-12 for massive portions. Rainbow Drive-In, L&L, Zippy's.
Supermarket Poke Bars: Foodland Farms, Whole Foods, Times Supermarket offer fresh poke by the pound ($15-
20/lb) - cheaper than restaurants.
ABC Stores: Convenient for quick meals, snacks, spam musubi, sandwiches. Higher prices but ubiquitous.
Food Courts: Ala Moana Center food court (Makai Market) offers 50+ vendors with cuisines from $8-15.

Fine Dining Recommendations:

La Mer (Halekulani): French-Hawaiian fusion, AAA Five Diamond Award. Oceanfront dining, dress code. $$$$$
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Azure (Royal Hawaiian): Modern Hawaiian seafood with sunset views. $$$$
Roy's Waikiki: Hawaiian fusion by celebrity chef Roy Yamaguchi. $$$
MW Restaurant: Farm-to-table Hawaiian regional cuisine. Reservations essential. $$$$
Sushi Sho: Omakase-style Japanese sushi, intimate setting. $$$$$

Dining Tips & Etiquette:

Reservations: Essential for popular restaurants, especially during peak season. Book 1-2 weeks ahead for fine
dining, 3-5 days for casual spots.
Tipping: 18-20% standard for good service, 15% minimum. Some restaurants add automatic gratuity for large
parties.
BYOB: Some restaurants allow bringing your own wine (corkage fee $15-30). Confirm when booking.
Happy Hour: Many restaurants offer discounted pupus (appetizers) and drinks 3-6 PM. Great way to try expensive
restaurants affordably.
Local vs Tourist Pricing: Restaurants in Waikiki charge premium prices. Drive to residential neighborhoods
(Kaimuki, Kapahulu, Kailua) for better value.
Food Allergies: Most restaurants accommodate dietary restrictions. Inform server of allergies/preferences when
ordering.
Dress Code: Most restaurants are casual (island casual = aloha shirt, nice shorts). Fine dining may require
collared shirt, long pants, closed-toe shoes.

Local Beverages:

Kona Coffee: Premium Hawaiian coffee from Big Island. Order at breakfast spots and cafés.
POG Juice: Passion fruit-Orange-Guava blend. Hawaiian classic available everywhere.
Mai Tai: Rum cocktail supposedly invented in Hawaii. Try at House Without A Key or Duke's.
Lava Flow: Frozen cocktail combining piña colada with strawberry. Tropical favorite.
Maui Brewing Company: Local craft beer including Bikini Blonde Lager and CoCoNut Porter.

Tourist Passes

Go Oahu All-Inclusive Pass

Comprehensive pass providing admission to 45+ Oahu attractions for one low price. Choose 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 7-day
passes. Includes Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum, Polynesian Cultural Center, Kualoa Ranch tours, snorkeling cruises, and
more. Best for: Visitors planning multiple paid activities. Potential savings of 50%+ versus individual tickets. Mobile pass
delivered instantly. Price: $100-400 depending on duration (adult pricing).

gocity.com

Holo Card (TheBus Pass)

Oahu's public transportation smart card for unlimited bus rides on TheBus system. Available as daily ($7.50), monthly
($80), or annual passes. Covers all routes island-wide including to North Shore, beaches, and attractions. Best for: Budget
travelers without rental cars. Card costs $2, then load with value. Purchase at ABC Stores, Foodland, Times Supermarket,
or Satellite City Hall locations.

www.holocard.net
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Pearl Harbor Passport

Combination ticket for all Pearl Harbor Historic Sites: USS Arizona Memorial (free but included), Battleship Missouri,
USS Bowfin Submarine, and Pearl Harbor Aviation Museum. Passport provides admission to all four sites at discounted rate
versus individual purchases. Audio tours included. Best for: History enthusiasts wanting complete Pearl Harbor experience.
Valid for use on multiple days. Price: Approximately $90 adults, $45 children.

pearlharborhistoricsites.org

Roberts Hawaii Pass

Transportation and activity pass offering hop-on/hop-off service to major Oahu attractions plus discounted admissions.
Routes cover Waikiki, Diamond Head, Pearl Harbor, North Shore, and Polynesian Cultural Center. Includes narrated tours
between stops. Available as 1-day or multi-day passes. Best for: Visitors without cars who want structured touring with
flexibility. Not as comprehensive as Go Oahu Pass but includes transportation.

www.robertshawaii.com

Waikiki Trolley Multi-Line Pass

Hop-on/hop-off trolley service with five color-coded routes covering Waikiki, Diamond Head, downtown Honolulu,
shopping areas, and scenic coastlines. Narrated tours provide historical and cultural commentary. 1-day, 4-day, or 7-day
passes available. All-line passes include unlimited rides on all routes. Best for: Sightseeing without navigating Honolulu
driving/parking. Family-friendly with open-air upper decks. Price: $45-85 depending on pass duration.

waikikitrolley.com
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