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Things to do in New York

Landmarks & Monuments

New York boasts some of the world's most recognizable landmarks, from the Statue of Liberty to the Empire State
Building. These iconic structures define the city's skyline and represent its rich history and cultural significance.

Must See Book Ahead
Statue of Liberty & Ellis Island
4-5 hours Book Ahead

The ultimate symbol of freedom and democracy, Lady Liberty stands 305 feet tall on Liberty Island. Take a ferry from Battery Park
to explore the statue's pedestal and museum, then visit Ellis Island Immigration Museum to discover the stories of 12 million
immigrants who entered America through its halls. The crown access requires advance reservations and involves climbing 377 steps,
but offers unparalleled views of New York Harbor.

Must See Book Ahead
Empire State Building
2-3 hours Book Ahead

This Art Deco masterpiece soars 1,454 feet above Midtown Manhattan and has been an iconic part of the NYC skyline since 1931.
The 86th-floor outdoor observatory offers 360-degree views, while the 102nd-floor indoor observatory provides an even more
exclusive experience. Visit at sunset for spectacular views as the city transitions from day to night, or come after 10 PM for shorter
lines and glittering nighttime vistas.

Must See
Brooklyn Bridge
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

This magnificent suspension bridge, completed in 1883, connects Manhattan and Brooklyn over the East River. Walk across its
elevated wooden pedestrian walkway for stunning views of the Manhattan skyline, Statue of Liberty, and Brooklyn waterfront. The 1.1-
mile crossing takes about 30-40 minutes and is especially beautiful at sunrise or sunset. Start from the Manhattan side near City Hall
for the best photo opportunities.
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Must See Book Ahead
Rockefeller Center & Top of the Rock
2-3 hours Book Ahead

This Art Deco complex encompasses 19 buildings and serves as a hub of entertainment, commerce, and culture. The Top of the Rock
observation deck on the 70th floor offers unobstructed views of Central Park, Empire State Building, and the entire Manhattan skyline.
In winter, the famous ice skating rink and towering Christmas tree make it a magical destination. Don't miss the stunning lobby murals
and Radio City Music Hall.

Top Pick Book Ahead
One World Observatory
2 hours Book Ahead

Located atop One World Trade Center, the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere, this observatory offers stunning views from
floors 100-102. The experience includes the Sky Pod elevators with floor-to-ceiling LED displays showing NYC's evolution from the
1500s to present, achieved during the 47-second ascent. The See Forever Theater provides a virtual tour, and the observatory
features interactive City Pulse guides and dining options.

Top Pick
Grand Central Terminal
1 hour No Booking Needed

More than just a train station, this Beaux-Arts masterpiece features a celestial ceiling mural with 2,500 stars, elegant marble
staircases, and the famous four-sided clock worth millions. Visit the Whispering Gallery near the Oyster Bar where acoustic tiles allow
whispers to travel across the archway. Free tours are available, and the terminal houses excellent dining options and unique shopping
in its lower level.

Tips for Landmarks & Monuments

o« Book tickets in advance for observation decks and Statue of Liberty to avoid sold-out dates and long queues
o Visit observation decks during sunset hours for the most spectacular views and photo opportunities

e Consider purchasing combination passes for multiple observation decks to save money

e« Download the free Grand Central Terminal audio tour for a self-guided experience

e Walk the Brooklyn Bridge early morning (before 8 AM) to avoid crowds and heat
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Museums & Galleries

New York is home to some of the world's greatest museums, featuring collections that span from ancient civilizations to
contemporary art, natural history to modern innovation. With over 100 museums, the city offers cultural experiences for
every interest.

Must See Book Ahead

The Metropolitan Museum of Art (The Met)

3-4 hours minimum Book Ahead

The largest art museum in the Americas, The Met houses over 2 million works spanning 5,000 years of culture. Its encyclopedic
collection includes Egyptian temples, European paintings by masters like Rembrandt and Vermeer, American decorative arts, and the
stunning Arms and Armor collection. Don't miss the rooftop garden bar (seasonal) with Central Park views. The Met Cloisters in Fort
Tryon Park showcases medieval European art and architecture in a serene setting overlooking the Hudson River.

Must See Book Ahead
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)

3-4 hours Book Ahead

MoMA showcases the world's finest collection of modern and contemporary art, including iconic works like Van Gogh's Starry Night,
Picasso's Les Demoiselles d'Avignon, and Warhol's Campbell's Soup Cans. The recently renovated museum features expanded
galleries, a sculpture garden, and cutting-edge contemporary exhibitions. The design and architecture collection is exceptional, and
the film screenings offer unique cinematic experiences. Plan at least half a day to explore its six floors.

Must See Book Ahead
American Museum of Natural History
3-4 hours Book Ahead

One of the world's preeminent scientific institutions, this museum features the famous dinosaur fossil halls, the massive blue whale
model, and the stunning Hayden Planetarium. The Rose Center for Earth and Space offers cosmic journeys through the universe. With
45 permanent exhibition halls covering everything from human origins to biodiversity, this museum captivates visitors of all ages. The
Butterfly Conservatory (seasonal) allows you to walk among hundreds of live butterflies.

” Must See Book Ahead
. . 9/11 Memorial & Museum

2-3 hours Book Ahead

A powerful tribute to the nearly 3,000 victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks and the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. The twin
reflecting pools, featuring the largest man-made waterfalls in North America, occupy the footprints of the original towers. The
underground museum presents artifacts, testimonies, and multimedia displays that tell the story of 9/11 with profound respect. This
deeply moving experience includes the Survivors' Staircase and remnants of the towers. Allow time for reflection.

Top Pick Book Ahead
The Guggenheim Museum
2 hours Book Ahead

Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural masterpiece features a distinctive spiral design that revolutionized museum architecture. The
continuous ramp gallery allows visitors to experience art in a unique flowing manner. The collection focuses on Impressionist, Post-
Impressionist, early Modern, and contemporary art, with works by Kandinsky, Picasso, and Pollock. The building itself is as much an
attraction as the art it houses, offering a one-of-a-kind museum experience.
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Top Pick Book Ahead
Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Located aboard the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid, this museum showcases American military and maritime history. Explore the aircraft
carrier's decks featuring historic aircraft, visit the Space Shuttle Pavilion housing the Enterprise orbiter, and tour the submarine USS
Growler. The collection includes a British Airways Concorde and a variety of jets and helicopters. Interactive exhibits and flight
simulators provide hands-on experiences, making it perfect for families and history enthusiasts.

Tips for Museums & Galleries

¢ Many museums offer pay-what-you-wish admission during specific hours - check individual websites
e Purchase tickets online in advance to skip ticket counter lines

e Visit on weekday mornings for the smallest crowds

e Major museums require 3-4 hours minimum; plan accordingly and wear comfortable shoes

e Download museum apps for self-guided tours and additional information

e The New York PASS includes admission to several top museums at a discounted rate
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Religious Sites

New York's religious architecture reflects its diverse population and rich spiritual heritage. From stunning Gothic
cathedrals to historic synagogues and beautiful mosques, these sacred spaces offer architectural beauty, historical
significance, and peaceful contemplation.

Top Pick
St. Patrick's Cathedral
30-45 minutes No Booking Needed

This magnificent Neo-Gothic cathedral on Fifth Avenue is the seat of the Archdiocese of New York and one of America's most
celebrated churches. Completed in 1878, it features stunning stained glass windows, intricate stone carvings, bronze doors, and
soaring spires reaching 330 feet. The cathedral can accommodate 2,400 worshippers and hosts daily masses and concerts. The
recently restored facade and interior gleam with renewed splendor. Free admission, but donations appreciated.

% Notable
Trinity Church Wall Street

30 minutes No Booking Needed

A historic Episcopal church that has stood at the head of Wall Street since 1846, Trinity Church is an active parish and a Gothic
Revival masterpiece. Its churchyard is the final resting place of Alexander Hamilton and other historical figures. The church offers free
concerts, including the renowned midday choir performances. The peaceful cemetery and beautiful architecture provide a tranquil
escape from the Financial District's bustle.

Notable
Cathedral of St. John the Divine
1 hour No Booking Needed

The world's sixth-largest church and still unfinished after 130 years, this Episcopal cathedral on the Upper West Side combines
Romanesque and Gothic styles. The vast interior features stunning rose windows, biblical gardens, and remarkable artwork including
the Peace Fountain sculpture. Regular concerts, art exhibitions, and the blessing of animals ceremony make it culturally vibrant. The
vertical tour (seasonal) climbs 124 feet for spectacular views of the interior.

Tips for Religious Sites

e Dress modestly when visiting religious sites - cover shoulders and knees

e Many churches offer free admission but appreciate donations

e Check schedules to attend choir performances or organ concerts for an enhanced experience
e Maintain respectful silence, especially during services

Photography policies vary - always ask permission before taking photos inside
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Parks & Gardens

New York's parks and gardens provide essential green oases amid the urban landscape. From the iconic Central Park to
waterfront promenades and botanical gardens, these spaces offer recreation, relaxation, and natural beauty throughout
all seasons.

Must See
Central Park
2-4 hours No Booking Needed

This 843-acre masterpiece of landscape architecture is NYC's most famous park, featuring meadows, woodlands, lakes, and
countless attractions. Key highlights include Bethesda Terrace and Fountain, Bow Bridge, Strawberry Fields (John Lennon memorial),
Belvedere Castle, and the Central Park Zoo. Activities include boating on the Lake, visiting the Shakespeare Garden, ice skating at
Wollman Rink (winter), and attending free concerts at SummerStage. The park offers endless opportunities for exploration, relaxation,
and recreation.

Must See
The High Line
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

This innovative elevated linear park built on a historic freight rail line runs 1.45 miles through Chelsea and the Meatpacking District.
Featuring native plantings, public art installations, and stunning Hudson River and city views, it represents creative urban renewal. The
park hosts free events, art exhibitions, and stargazing sessions. Walk from Gansevoort Street to 34th Street, exploring the unique
perspectives of the city along the way, with easy access points every few blocks.

Top Pick
Brooklyn Bridge Park
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

This 85-acre waterfront park stretches 1.3 miles along Brooklyn's East River shoreline, offering spectacular Manhattan skyline
views. Features include Piers 1-6 with unique amenities: Jane's Carousel (historic 1922 carousel), sports facilities, kayaking,
playgrounds, and the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy's environmental education programs. Pier 6 offers a sandy beach and water
features. The park hosts free movies, concerts, and fitness classes throughout summer. Perfect for sunset photography.

Top Pick Book Ahead
New York Botanical Garden
3-4 hours Book Ahead

Located in the Bronx, this 250-acre National Historic Landmark features over one million plants in diverse gardens and collections.
Highlights include the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory with tropical and desert plants, the Native Plant Garden, 50-acre old-growth forest,
and seasonal exhibitions like the spectacular Orchid Show and Holiday Train Show. The garden offers tram tours, specialized gardens
including a children's adventure garden, and extensive educational programs throughout the year.
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Notable
Bryant Park
1 hour No Booking Needed

This 9.6-acre Midtown oasis behind the New York Public Library buzzes with activity year-round. Summer brings free movies,
outdoor theater, and yoga on the lawn. Winter transforms it into a free ice-skating rink with a holiday market. The park features
excellent food kiosks, Le Carrousel for children, reading rooms, and free WiFi. The numerous movable chairs and tables make it perfect
for picnics or laptop work surrounded by skyscrapers.

Tips for Parks & Gardens

o Central Park is best explored by renting a bike - rental stations available at multiple locations
e Visit parks during weekday mornings for peaceful experiences before crowds arrive

e Many parks offer free WiFi - perfect for remote work with nature views

¢ Download park maps on your phone before visiting larger parks

e Bring a picnic blanket and snacks - perfect for spontaneous relaxation

e Check event calendars for free concerts, movies, and fitness classes
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Neighborhoods & Districts

Each New York neighborhood has its own distinct personality, culture, and attractions. From the artistic streets of
Greenwich Village to the trendy boutiques of SoHo, exploring these diverse areas reveals the city's multicultural soul
and local character.

Must See
Times Square & Theater District
l 12hours No Booking Needed

The crossroads of the world dazzles with massive digital billboards, Broadway theaters, and constant energy. While often crowded,
Times Square embodies NYC's electric atmosphere. The Theater District hosts 41 professional theaters offering world-class
productions from classic musicals to cutting-edge plays. Visit the TKTS booth for same-day discounted tickets. Explore nearby
Restaurant Row on 46th Street. Best experienced at night when the neon lights create an unforgettable spectacle. Early morning visits
offer surprisingly peaceful photo opportunities.

Top Pick
Greenwich Village & West Village
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

This historic bohemian neighborhood features tree-lined streets, brownstones, intimate jazz clubs, and Washington Square Park
with its iconic arch. The Village was the epicenter of 1960s counterculture and remains artistically vibrant. Explore charming streets
like Bleecker, Cornelia, and Commerce Streets, visit the Stonewall Inn (birthplace of the LGBTQ+ rights movement), browse
independent bookstores, and enjoy exceptional dining. The area's irregular street grid offers constant discoveries around every corner.

Top Pick
SoHo & Tribeca
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Top Pick
Chinatown & Little Italy
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

Chinatown offers authentic Asian culture with bustling markets, herbalists, dim sum palaces, and vibrant street life. Navigate Canal
Street's vendors, explore Buddhist temples, and sample authentic cuisine at bargain prices. Adjacent Little Italy, while smaller than
historically, maintains Italian-American heritage with family-run trattorias and the famous Feast of San Gennaro festival (September).
Mulberry Street remains the heart of Italian dining and culture. Both neighborhoods offer immersive cultural experiences and excellent
food.

mycitytravelguide.com
New York Travel Guide - United States




Top Pick
Williamsburg, Brooklyn
3-4 hours No Booking Needed

This hipster haven transformed from industrial waterfront to cultural hotspot. Williamsburg features street art, vintage shops,
artisanal food markets like Smorgasburg, craft breweries, and innovative restaurants. Bedford Avenue is the main commercial strip.
The waterfront offers spectacular Manhattan skyline views from Domino Park and Grand Ferry Park. Live music venues, art galleries,
and nightlife thrive here. The neighborhood perfectly balances Brooklyn's industrial heritage with contemporary creative energy and
entrepreneurial spirit.

Notable
Harlem

3-4 hours No Booking Needed

The historic heart of African-American culture, Harlem offers rich heritage, soul food restaurants, gospel churches with exceptional
Sunday services, the Apollo Theater (legendary venue), and the Studio Museum. Explore Marcus Garvey Park, brownstone-lined streets
like Strivers' Row, and cultural institutions celebrating the Harlem Renaissance. The neighborhood has experienced significant
revitalization while maintaining its cultural authenticity. Red Rooster restaurant and Sylvia's soul food restaurant are must-visits for
authentic cuisine and atmosphere.

Tips for Neighborhoods & Districts

Explore neighborhoods on foot to discover hidden gems - many attractions are just around the corner

Visit neighborhood markets like Chelsea Market or Essex Street Market for authentic local food experiences
Take free walking tours to learn neighborhood history and culture from local guides

Evening is ideal for experiencing neighborhoods' nightlife and dining scenes

Use the subway to hop between neighborhoods efficiently - most are 10-20 minutes apart

Respect residential areas - these are real communities, not theme parks
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Squares & Streets

New York's iconic squares and streets are destinations themselves, featuring historic significance, architectural beauty,
and vibrant street life. From the bustling energy of Fifth Avenue to the serenity of Washington Square Park, these
public spaces define the city's character.

Top Pick
Fifth Avenue
2-3 hours No Booking Needed

The most famous shopping street in America, Fifth Avenue runs along Central Park's eastern edge through Midtown. Luxury flagships
include Saks Fifth Avenue, Tiffany & Co., Bergdorf Goodman, and Apple's iconic glass cube store. The avenue also features Museum
Mile (82nd to 105th Streets) with institutions including The Met, Guggenheim, and Neue Galerie. Architectural landmarks include the
Flatiron Building and New York Public Library. The annual holiday window displays attract millions during Christmas season.

R ™ ‘ | Top Pick
Wall Street & Financial District
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The historic heart of American finance, Wall Street features the New York Stock Exchange, Federal Hall (where Washington took
oath), and the famous Charging Bull sculpture. The narrow streets follow the original Dutch settlement pattern. Visit the Museum of
American Finance, see Alexander Hamilton's statue, and experience the energy of global capitalism. Trinity Church cemetery provides
historical context. The area transforms after business hours into a quieter neighborhood, with Stone Street's restaurants offering
outdoor dining.

i Top Pick
Washington Square Park
1 hour No Booking Needed

The cultural heart of Greenwich Village, this 9.75-acre park features the iconic Washington Arch (modeled after Paris's Arc de
Triomphe), a central fountain, and vibrant street life. The park attracts musicians, chess players, students from nearby NYU, and
tourists. Surrounded by historic townhouses and the university, it embodies the Village's bohemian spirit. The park has been a
gathering place for protests, celebrations, and performances since the 1800s. Perfect for people-watching and soaking in authentic
New York atmosphere.
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Notable
Madison Avenue

2 hours No Booking Needed

Synonymous with advertising and luxury retail, Madison Avenue on the Upper East Side features high-end boutiques from
international designers. The stretch between 57th and 79th Streets offers refined shopping including Hermeés, Prada, and Ralph
Lauren's flagship mansion store. The avenue exudes elegance with beautiful architecture, art galleries, and upscale cafes. Less
crowded than Fifth Avenue, it provides a more relaxed luxury shopping experience. The area also contains beautiful residential
architecture and proximity to Museum Mile.

Tips for Squares & Streets

e Visit Fifth Avenue's holiday windows (Thanksgiving through New Year's) for spectacular displays
o Walk streets during weekday mornings to avoid peak shopping crowds

e Many luxury stores require appointments for personal shopping services

e Use Washington Square Park as a starting point for Greenwich Village exploration

e Financial District is busiest weekdays during business hours; quieter on weekends
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Tours & Activities

Experience New York through specialized tours and unique activities that showcase different perspectives of the city. From
Broadway shows to food tours, harbor cruises to helicopter rides, these experiences create unforgettable memories.

Must See Book Ahead
Broadway Shows

‘ 2.5-3 hours Book Ahead

Experience world-class theater in the Theater District with productions ranging from classic musicals to cutting-edge plays.
Broadway offers approximately 40 theaters showcasing the best in live performance. Popular shows include long-running favorites and
new productions. Purchase tickets through official box offices, authorized sellers, or the TKTS booth for same-day discounts (up to 50%
off). Evening performances typically start at 7-8 PM, with Wednesday and weekend matinees available. Arrive early to explore the
theater and soak in the pre-show atmosphere.

Top Pick
Staten Island Ferry
1 hour round trip No Booking Needed

This completely free 25-minute ferry ride offers spectacular views of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, and Lower Manhattan skyline.
Operating 24/7 with departures every 15-30 minutes, the ferry carries commuters and tourists between Manhattan's Whitehall
Terminal and Staten Island's St. George Terminal. The best views are from the right side heading to Staten Island and left side
returning. Sunset and evening cruises provide magical photo opportunities. No ticket required - just walk on and enjoy.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Food Tours
2-3 hours Book Ahead

Explore NYC's diverse culinary landscape through guided neighborhood food tours. Popular options include Greenwich Village
pizza tours, Chelsea Market tastings, Chinatown dumpling walks, and Brooklyn food crawls. Tours typically last 2-3 hours and include
5-7 tastings at local establishments while learning neighborhood history and culture. Specialized tours focus on ethnic cuisines,
desserts, or cocktails. These experiences provide insider access to authentic eateries tourists might otherwise miss while offering
cultural context and local recommendations.

Top Pick Book Ahead
Circle Line Cruises
1-3 hours Book Ahead

Experience New York from the water with Circle Line's harbor cruises. The full-island cruise (2.5-3 hours) circumnavigates
Manhattan, passing under all bridges and by major landmarks with live narration. Shorter options include Liberty cruises focusing on
the Statue of Liberty and 9/11 Memorial, and evening sunset/twilight cruises. The Harbor Lights cruise showcases the illuminated
skyline. All cruises offer indoor and outdoor seating, refreshments, and spectacular photo opportunities. Particularly beautiful during
sunset and at night when the skyline sparkles.
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Notable
Helicopter Tours
15-30 minutes flight time Book Ahead

See New York from above with thrilling helicopter tours departing from Downtown Manhattan or New Jersey heliports. Tours range
from 15-30 minutes, flying over iconic landmarks including the Statue of Liberty, Central Park, Empire State Building, and along both
rivers. Various routes available accommodate different budgets and time constraints. The aerial perspective provides unparalleled
photo opportunities and appreciation for the city's scale. Book in advance, especially for sunset flights. Weight restrictions apply;
doors-off options available for photographers.

.! Notable
: Comedy Clubs

2 hours Book Ahead

NYC's legendary comedy scene includes venues where many famous comedians got their start. The Comedy Cellar in Greenwich
Village regularly features surprise performances by A-list comics. Caroline's on Broadway in Times Square offers mainstream shows.
Gotham Comedy Club and Stand Up NY host established and emerging talent. Most clubs have multiple shows nightly with two-drink
minimums. Reservations recommended, especially for weekend shows. The intimate settings create unforgettable evenings of
laughter with world-class performers in comedy's epicenter.

Tips for Tours & Activities

« Book Broadway tickets directly from theater websites or TKTS booth to avoid inflated reseller prices
o Staten Island Ferry is free - ignore anyone trying to sell you tickets

e Food tours often include enough tastings to constitute a full meal

¢ Wednesday matinee shows are often less crowded and cheaper than evening/weekend performances
¢ Many comedy clubs have strict policies - arrive early and silence phones

e Helicopter tours may cancel due to weather - book flexible tickets
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Day Trips & Excursions

Venture beyond Manhattan to explore nearby destinations offering different perspectives and experiences. From historic
estates along the Hudson River to beach communities, these day trip options provide refreshing contrasts to urban
intensity.

Top Pick
Hudson Valley & Sleepy Hollow
Full day No Booking Needed

Just 30 miles north, the Hudson Valley offers stunning river scenery, historic estates, and charming towns. Visit Washington Irving's
Sunnyside estate, explore Sleepy Hollow's atmospheric cemetery, and tour Kykuit (Rockefeller estate) with its impressive art collection
and gardens. The region features numerous state parks, hiking trails, and seasonal activities including autumn foliage tours and winter
festivals. Metro-North train provides easy access from Grand Central Terminal. Nearby Tarrytown offers excellent dining and the
unique OIld Dutch Church immortalized in the Headless Horseman legend.

Notable
The Hamptons

Full day No Booking Needed

This collection of upscale beach towns on Long Island's South Fork includes Southampton, East Hampton, Montauk, and Sag Harbor.
Famous for pristine beaches, art galleries, farm stands, wineries, and celebrity sightings, the Hamptons offer refined coastal
relaxation. Visit Main Street boutiques, historic windmills, and Montauk Point Lighthouse (the oldest lighthouse in New York State).
Summer weekends are crowded; weekdays or shoulder season provide better experiences. The 2-3 hour drive or Hampton Jitney bus
service makes this a feasible day trip or weekend escape.

Notable

|

'gl Coney Island
= Half to full day No Booking Needed

Brooklyn's iconic beachfront destination combines beach relaxation with vintage amusement park thrills. Luna Park features rides
including the historic Cyclone roller coaster (1927) and Wonder Wheel. The boardwalk offers Nathan's Famous hot dogs (original
location), games, and ocean views. The beach spans 3 miles along the Atlantic. Visit the New York Aquarium, catch a Brooklyn
Cyclones minor league baseball game at MCU Park, and explore the quirky neighborhood. Summer weekends feature parades and
events. Easily accessible via subway (about 45 minutes from Manhattan).

Notable
Storm King Art Center
3-5 hours Book Ahead

Located 55 miles north in the Hudson Valley, this 500-acre sculpture park showcases monumental contemporary artworks set
against dramatic landscape. Over 100 large-scale sculptures by renowned artists including Alexander Calder, Maya Lin, and Mark di
Suvero are positioned throughout rolling hills with mountain views. The outdoor museum offers tram tours (seasonal) or walking trails
for self-guided exploration. Picnicking allowed in designated areas. The combination of world-class art and natural beauty creates an
inspiring experience. Best visited spring through fall when fully accessible. Drive or combine with other Hudson Valley attractions.
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Tips for Day Trips & Excursions

e Book day trips midweek when possible - less crowded and easier travel

e Metro-North and LIRR trains offer economical access to many day trip destinations
e Start early to maximize time at destinations, especially for farther locations

e Check seasonal hours - many attractions have limited off-season schedules

e Pack snacks and water, especially for outdoor destinations

e Consider guided tours that handle transportation and logistics
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Food & Dining

Real, highly-rated Restaurants in New York, sourced from Google Places (rating above 4%).

Must See
Jiang Nan NYCx %% %% 4.8 (2,068)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Jiang Nan NYC is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.8% from 2068 reviews. Located at 103 Bowery, New York, NY 10002,
USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

e Friday: 11:30AM - 11:30PM

e Saturday: 11:30 AM - 11:30 PM
e Sunday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

Must See
FREVO* % % %% 4.8 (856)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

FREVO is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.8% from 856 reviews. Located at 48 W 8th St, New York, NY 10011, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

¢ Wednesday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM
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Must See
bom*x*x %% 4.8 (163)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

bom is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.8% from 163 reviews. Located at 17 W 19th St, New York, NY 10011, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: Closed

e Tuesday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 5:30 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 5:00 - 10:00 PM

Must See
OLIO E PIUXx % *x %% 4.7 (11,714)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

OLIO E PIU is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.7 % from 11714 reviews. Located at 3 Greenwich Ave, New York, NY 10014,
USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 10:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 10:00 AM - 12:00 AM

Must See
Osteria Baroccaxkxxx% 4.7 (3,387)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Osteria Barocca is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.7 from 3387 reviews. Located at 133 Mulberry St, New York, NY
10013, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
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Must See
La Pecora Bianca NoMadxx k%% 4.7 (6,674)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Pecora Bianca NoMad is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.7 from 6674 reviews. Located at 1133 Broadway, New
York, NY 10010, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 10:30 PM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 10:30 PM

e Saturday: 10:00 AM - 10:30 PM

e Sunday: 10:00 AM - 9:30 PM

Must See
Manhattakx xx %% 4.7 (3,940)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Manhatta is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.7% from 3940 reviews. Located at 28 Liberty St 60th floor, New York, NY
10005, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

¢ Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 10:30 PM
e Friday: 11:30 AM - 10:30 PM

e Saturday: 11:30 AM - 10:30 PM
e Sunday: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

Must See
La Grande Boucheriexx*x% 4.6 (10,633)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

La Grande Boucherie is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.6% from 10633 reviews. Located at 145 W 53rd St, New York, NY
10019, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM
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Must See
Le Bernardinkx x k%% 4.6 (4,620)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Le Bernardin is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.6% from 4620 reviews. Located at 155 W 51st St, New York, NY 10019,
USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 5:00 - 10:30 PM

e Tuesday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 5:00 - 10:30 PM

e Wednesday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 5:00 - 10:30 PM
e Thursday: 12:00 - 2:30 PM, 5:00 - 10:30 PM

e Friday: 12:00 - 2:30PM, 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: Closed

Top Pick
Monkey Barxxx %% 4.5 (1,880)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Monkey Bar is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.5% from 1880 reviews. Located at 60 E 54th St, New York, NY 10022,
USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:45 AM - 10:30 PM

e Tuesday: 11:45AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:45AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:45AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 11:45AM - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 11:45AM - 2:30 PM

e Sunday: 11:45AM - 10:30 PM

Top Pick
Carmine's - Times Squarekxkkx*x*x 4.5 (19,227)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Carmine's - Times Square is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.5% from 19227 reviews. Located at 200 W 44th St, New
York, NY 10036, USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
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Top Pick
Le Coucoukxkxx*x*x 4.5 (2,127)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Le Coucou is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.5% from 2127 reviews. Located at 138 Lafayette St, New York, NY 10013,
USA.

Opening Hours

e Monday: 11:30 AM - 2:00PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Saturday: 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM, 5:00 - 11:00 PM

e Sunday: 11:30 AM - 2:30PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM

Top Pick
1803 NYCxkkk** 4.5 (2,102)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

1803 NYC is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.5% from 2102 reviews. Located at 82 Reade St, New York, NY 10007, USA.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 11:30 AM - 10:00 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 11:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Top Pick
Crown Shyxxkx*x*x 4.5 (1,891)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

Crown Shy is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.5% from 1891 reviews. Located at 70 Pine St, New York, NY 10005, USA.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 9:30 PM

e Tuesday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 9:30 PM

e Wednesday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 9:30PM
e Thursday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM
e Friday: 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM, 5:00 - 10:00 PM

e Saturday: 5:00 - 10:00 PM

e Sunday: 5:00 - 9:30 PM
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Top Pick
The Smithxxkxs 4.4 (6,348)
1-2 hours No Booking Needed

The Smith is a highly-rated restaurant in New York, rated 4.4% from 6348 reviews. Located at 1150 Broadway, New York, NY 10010,
USA.

Opening Hours

¢ Monday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

¢ Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM
e Thursday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 PM

e Friday: 8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 AM

e Sunday: 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Practical Information

Seasonal Guide to NYC

Spring (April-May): Mild weather (50-70°F), cherry blossoms in Central Park and Brooklyn Botanic Garden, outdoor
dining season begins, and fewer crowds than summer. Perfect for walking tours and park visits.

Summer (June-August): Warm to hot (70-85°F), peak tourist season with maximum crowds and highest prices. Excellent
free outdoor concerts, movies in parks, and rooftop bars. Shakespeare in the Park and SummerStage events. Prepare for
occasional heat waves and humidity.

Fall (September-November): Ideal weather (55-70°F), stunning foliage in parks, especially late October. Fashion Week,
New York Film Festival, and Halloween Parade. Less crowded than summer, pleasant temperatures for exploring.

Winter (December-February): Cold (25-40°F) but magical with holiday decorations, Rockefeller Center Christmas tree,
ice skating rinks, and New Year's Eve in Times Square. Indoor attractions are less crowded (except holidays). Bundle up!
January-February offer lowest prices and smallest crowds.

Best Overall: Late April-May and September-October offer optimal weather and manageable crowds.

Getting Around NYC

Subway (MTA): The most efficient way to travel - 472 stations across 27 lines operating 24/7. Single ride $2.90,
unlimited 7-day pass $34 (highly recommended for tourists). Use the MTA app for real-time updates and trip planning.
Avoid rush hours (7:30-9:30 AM, 4:30-7 PM) when possible.

Buses: Same fare as subway using MetroCard or OMNY contactless payment. Good for crosstown travel and viewing
neighborhoods. Select Bus Service (SBS) routes offer faster service with fewer stops.

Taxis & Ride-Shares: Yellow cabs are metered (starting $3 base + $0.70 per 1/5 mile). Only hail yellow cabs in
Manhattan; green cabs serve outer boroughs. Uber/Lyft available citywide but expensive during peak hours. All taxis
accept credit cards.

Walking: Manhattan's grid system makes walking easy and enjoyable. Most major attractions are walkable from each
other. Comfortable shoes essential!

Citi Bike: Bike-share system with 1,000+ stations. Day pass $19, single ride $4.49. Great for exploring neighborhoods at
your own pace. Download app for station locations.
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Ferries: NYC Ferry offers scenic routes connecting Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens with flat $4.50 fare. Staten Island Ferry
is free!

From Airports: JFK: AirTrain + subway ($11), taxi ~$70-80, ride-share ~$60-100. LaGuardia: M60 bus + subway ($2.90),
taxi/ride-share ~$40-60. Newark: NJ Transit train ($13), taxi ~$75-100.

» Airport Transfer
John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK) to city center:

e AirTrain + Subway: AirTrain to Jamaica Station in 8 minutes ($8.50 AirTrain fee) connecting to the E/J/Z subway
into Manhattan for about 45-60 minutes total, plus a $2.90 MetroCard fare

e Express Bus (NYC Airporter): Direct coach service to Midtown Manhattan in about 60-75 minutes depending on
traffic, roughly $19 one-way

e Taxi: Flat rate yellow cab fare of $70 plus tolls and tip to Manhattan, typically 45-60 minutes

¢ Private Transfer / Rideshare: Uber or Lyft to Manhattan runs about $60-90 depending on demand and takes 45-
70 minutes

Shopping in NYC

Luxury Shopping: Fifth Avenue (Tiffany, Saks, Bergdorf Goodman), Madison Avenue (designer boutiques), SoHo (upscale
fashion), Hudson Yards (modern luxury mall with Vessel sculpture).

Department Stores: Macy's Herald Square (world's largest), Bloomingdale's (59th & Lexington), Saks Fifth Avenue,
Nordstrom (57th Street).

Unique & Local: Chelsea Market (artisanal foods, crafts), Artists & Fleas in Williamsburg (vintage, handmade items),
Strand Bookstore (18 miles of books), Brooklyn Industries (local designs).

Bargain Shopping: Century 21 Department Stores (designer discounts), Woodbury Common Premium Outlets (90
minutes outside NYC, 220+ stores), Sample sales in Garment District, Chinatown (negotiable prices for electronics, fashion
accessories).

Markets: Union Square Greenmarket (Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat - fresh local produce), Smorgasburg Williamsburg (Saturdays,
food vendors), Hell's Kitchen Flea Market (weekends, antiques/vintage).

Shopping Tips: NYC sales tax is 8.875% (clothing under $110 is tax-free). Major sales: Black Friday (day after
Thanksgiving), post-Christmas, mid-season clearances. Most stores open 10 AM-8 PM daily, extended hours in tourist
areas. Bargaining acceptable in Chinatown, street vendors, and flea markets; not in retail stores.

Annual Events & Festivals
January: New Year's Eve Ball Drop (Times Square), Winter Jazzfest, Broadway Week (2-for-1 tickets)
February: Lunar New Year celebrations (Chinatown), Westminster Dog Show, Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week

March: St. Patrick's Day Parade (Fifth Avenue - largest in the world), Orchid Show (NYBG), Armory Show (contemporary
art fair)

April: Tribeca Film Festival, Cherry Blossom Festival (Brooklyn Botanic Garden), Easter Parade (Fifth Avenue), Opening
Day at Yankee Stadium/Citi Field

May: Fleet Week (naval ships, sailors), Frieze Art Fair, Five Boro Bike Tour (40 miles through all boroughs), Memorial Day
events

June: Pride March (huge LGBTQ+ celebration), Museum Mile Festival (free museum access), SummerStage concerts
begin, Puerto Rican Day Parade, Governors Ball Music Festival

July: Independence Day fireworks (Macy's East River display - spectacular!), Shakespeare in the Park (free tickets),
Midsummer Night Swing (Lincoln Center dancing)
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August: US Open Tennis Championships (Flushing Meadows), Lincoln Center Out of Doors Festival, Harlem Week

September: Fashion Week, New York Film Festival, Feast of San Gennaro (Little Italy), West Indian Day Parade (Brooklyn
- massive celebration)

October: Comic Con, Halloween Parade (Greenwich Village - outrageous costumes), Columbus Day Parade, Autumn
foliage peak

November: New York City Marathon, Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade (iconic balloon parade), Holiday windows begin,
Rockefeller Center tree lighting

December: Christmas markets (Union Square, Bryant Park, Columbus Circle), New Year's Eve in Times Square, Radio City
Christmas Spectacular, ice skating rinks open

5 Perfect Day Itineraries

Day 1: Classic Manhattan Icons

Morning: Start at Battery Park (8 AM), take early ferry to Statue of Liberty & Ellis Island (pre-book crown access), return
by noon. Lunch at Stone Street (outdoor dining).

Afternoon: Walk through Financial District (Wall Street, Charging Bull, Federal Hall), visit 9/11 Memorial & Museum (allow
2 hours). Walk across Brooklyn Bridge for sunset views.

Evening: Dinner in Brooklyn Bridge Park area (Grimaldi's pizza or Time Out Market), return to Manhattan via subway. End
with Empire State Building sunset/night views (9 PM less crowded).

Day 2: Museum & Park Day

Morning: Metropolitan Museum of Art opens at 10 AM (arrive at opening, focus on 2-3 wings: Egyptian, European
Paintings, American Wing). Grab lunch at museum café.

Afternoon: Walk through Central Park (Bethesda Terrace, Bow Bridge, Strawberry Fields), rent bikes if energetic. Visit
Belvedere Castle for views.

Evening: Explore Upper West Side, dinner near Lincoln Center. Catch a performance at Lincoln Center or Metropolitan
Opera if interested (book ahead).

Day 3: Culture & Neighborhoods
Morning: MoMA opens at 10:30 AM (spend 2-3 hours with major highlights). Lunch at Rockefeller Center area.

Afternoon: Top of the Rock observation deck (timed entry), explore Rockefeller Center, Fifth Avenue window shopping,
St. Patrick's Cathedral. Walk to Times Square.

Evening: TKTS booth for discount Broadway tickets (arrive by 3 PM for matinee, 6 PM for evening shows). Early dinner in
Theater District, attend Broadway show (typically 7-8 PM start).

Day 4: Downtown & Brooklyn

Morning: High Line walk (start at Gansevoort, walk north), explore Chelsea Market for breakfast/snacks, continue to
Hudson Yards (Vessel, shopping).

Afternoon: Greenwich Village exploration (Washington Square Park, charming streets), lunch at Joe's Pizza or Mamoun's
Falafel. Walk through SoHo (cast-iron architecture, boutiques), stop in Little Italy for cannoli.

Evening: Subway to Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Explore Bedford Avenue, dinner at Smorgasburg (Saturdays) or local
restaurant, sunset at Domino Park with Manhattan views. Optional: nightlife in Williamsburg.
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Day 5: Hidden Gems & Local Experiences

Morning: Grand Central Terminal (Whispering Gallery, celestial ceiling), breakfast at Grand Central Market. Walk to New
York Public Library, Bryant Park.

Afternoon: Take subway to American Museum of Natural History (spend 2-3 hours, don't miss dinosaurs and Hayden
Planetarium). Walk around Upper West Side.

Evening: Free Staten Island Ferry for Statue of Liberty views and sunset (round trip 1 hour). Return to Manhattan, dinner
in Chinatown, evening stroll through illuminated Manhattan streets or visit a rooftop bar for skyline views (230 Fifth, The
Roof at PUBLIC).

Flexibility Tips: Start days early (8-9 AM) to beat crowds. Book major attractions in advance. Allow buffer time between
activities. Consider weather and adjust indoor/outdoor balance accordingly.

Best Photography & Instagram Locations

Brooklyn Bridge: Walk from Manhattan side for skyline shots. Best times: sunrise (6-7 AM, golden light, empty bridge) or
blue hour after sunset. Also photograph from Brooklyn Bridge Park for bridge + skyline composition.

Top of the Rock: 70th-floor observation deck offers unobstructed Empire State Building views. Sunset timing crucial -
arrive 30 minutes before. Shoot through glass cleanly using lens hood.

DUMBO, Brooklyn: Washington Street between Front and Water Streets - iconic Manhattan Bridge framed by buildings
shot. Best during morning golden hour. Arrive early (7 AM) to avoid crowds and vehicles.

Central Park: Bow Bridge (classic romantic spot), Bethesda Terrace (architectural details), The Mall (tree-lined pathway,
best fall), Cherry Hill fountain (spring blooms). Sunrise provides soft light and solitude.

Times Square: Night photography essential for neon lights. Shoot from TKTS red steps for elevated perspective. Use
traffic light trails for dynamic shots. Rainy nights create brilliant reflections.

Vessel at Hudson Yards: Geometric architecture perfect for abstract compositions. Inside and exterior shots both
stunning. Midday for high contrast shadows, overcast for softer lighting.

Flatiron Building: Shoot from Madison Square Park or Fifth Avenue intersection. Early morning provides soft light and
fewer pedestrians. Include foreground elements for depth.

The High Line: Urban garden views, city glimpses through buildings, public art installations. Best in late afternoon when
light angles across buildings. Springtime offers blooming flowers.

Grand Central Terminal: Main Concourse: shoot celestial ceiling and light rays from windows (11 AM-1 PM best). Use
tripod for long exposures if allowed. Whispering Gallery for architectural details.

One World Observatory: Floor 100-102 offers 360° views. Sunset over Hudson River spectacular. Bring polarizing filter
to reduce window reflections. Northwest corner for Statue of Liberty shots.

Graffiti & Street Art: Bushwick Collective (Brooklyn, colorful murals), Lower East Side (ever-changing street art),
Williamsburg walls. Midday even lighting works well for vivid colors.

Photography Tips: Golden hour (hour after sunrise, hour before sunset) provides best natural light. Blue hour (twilight)
perfect for cityscapes with artificial lighting. Weekday mornings (before 9 AM) offer smallest crowds at popular spots.
Bring wide-angle lens for architecture, telephoto for skyline details. Check weather - overcast days create even lighting,
clear days offer dramatic shadows, rainy nights produce amazing reflections. Always respect private property and follow
posted photography rules.

Electricity & Electronics

Voltage: United States uses 110-120 volts AC, 60Hz frequency - different from most countries which use 220-240V.
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Plug Types: Type A (two flat parallel pins) and Type B (two flat parallel pins + grounding pin) are standard. These are
North American style plugs.

Adapters Needed: Visitors from Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and South America will need plug adapters. Purchase
before traveling or at airports, electronics stores (Best Buy, Target), or pharmacies (CVS, Duane Reade). Expect to pay
$10-20 for quality adapters.

Voltage Converters: If your devices only support 220-240V, you'll need a voltage converter/transformer (not just an
adapter). However, most modern electronics (laptops, phone chargers, cameras) are dual-voltage (110-240V) - check
device label. Only the plug adapter is needed for dual-voltage devices.

USB Charging: USB outlets increasingly common in hotels, cafes, and public spaces. USB charging cables work
universally. Consider bringing a multi-port USB charger.

Power Banks: Useful for long days exploring. Ensure power banks are 100Wh for airline travel. Many cafes and museums
offer charging stations.

Where to Buy: B&H Photo (Manhattan's largest electronics store), Apple Store (multiple locations), Best Buy, Target, or
any pharmacy chain. Airport shops carry adapters but at premium prices.

NYC Food Guide
Must-Try Dishes

New York Pizza: Thin-crust, foldable slices. Try: Joe's Pizza (Greenwich Village), Prince Street Pizza (pepperoni square),
Di Fara (Brooklyn - worth the wait), John's of Bleecker Street. Traditional slice $3-4. Fold it in half lengthwise to eat like a
New Yorker!

Bagels: Boiled then baked, chewy interior, crispy exterior. Best with schmear (cream cheese) and lox (smoked salmon).
Try: Russ & Daughters, Ess-a-Bagel, Absolute Bagels, Murray's Bagels. Morning ritual: get there early for fresh-baked
warmth.

Pastrami on Rye: Iconic deli sandwich with hot pastrami, mustard, pickles on rye bread. Try: Katz's Delicatessen (Where
Harry Met Sally scene filmed - massive portions, expect to wait), Pastrami Queen, 2nd Ave Deli. Bring cash for faster
service at Katz's.

Hot Dogs: Street cart dogs with sauerkraut and onions (around $2-3), or Nathan's Famous at Coney Island (original
location). Gray's Papaya serves classic New York style dogs with tropical drinks. Shake Shack elevated the game with
gourmet versions.

Cheesecake: Dense, creamy New York-style. Junior's (Brooklyn - legendary), Eileen's Special Cheesecake (SoHo),
Veniero's (East Village). Junior's original plain is perfection - resist novelty flavors first visit.

Black & White Cookie: Cake-like cookie with vanilla and chocolate icing. Found in most bakeries and delis. Perfect with
coffee.

Diverse Ethnic Cuisines

Chinese: Chinatown offers dim sum (Nom Wah Tea Parlor - oldest, Jing Fong - massive space), Peking duck, hand-pulled
noodles. Flushing, Queens has even more authentic options (Joe's Shanghai for soup dumplings).

Italian: Beyond Little Italy tourists traps, try Carbone (upscale, reservations essential), L'Artusi (West Village), Roberta's
(Brooklyn pizza), Arthur Avenue in the Bronx (authentic Italian neighborhood).

Jewish Deli: Russ & Daughters (appetizing shop - smoked fish, bagels since 1914), Zabar's (Upper West Side institution),
Mile End (Montreal-style).

Middle Eastern: Mamoun's Falafel (cheap, delicious), Taim (multiple locations), Balady Foods, The Halal Guys (famous
street cart turned chain - chicken and rice).

Korean: Koreatown (32nd Street) offers Korean BBQ, bibimbap, fried chicken at Bonchon or BCD Tofu House (24 hours).
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Indian: Curry Hill (Lexington Ave, 20s), Jackson Heights Queens (most authentic), Dhamaka (excellent upscale).

Mexican: Los Tacos No. 1 (Chelsea Market - authentic), Los Mariscos (food truck - Baja fish tacos), Cosme (upscale
modern Mexican).

Food Halls & Markets

Chelsea Market: Lobster rolls, tacos, Thai, artisan goods, shopping. Tourist-friendly, can be crowded.
Eataly: Italian marketplace with restaurants, groceries, cooking classes. Multiple locations (Flatiron flagship).
Essex Market: Lower East Side, more local vibe, diverse vendors, Shopsin's for eccentric menu.

Smorgasburg: Weekend outdoor food market in Williamsburg (Saturdays) and Prospect Park (Sundays). 100+ vendors,
innovative foods, waterfront location.

Dining Tips

Reservations: Book popular restaurants 1-2 weeks ahead via Resy, OpenTable, or directly. Walk-ins possible at bar
seating.

Tipping: 18-20% standard for table service, 15% minimum. $1-2 per drink at bars. No tipping at counter-service places.

Timing: Lunch typically 11:30 AM-2:30 PM, dinner 5:30-10 PM. Early dining (5-6 PM) easier for walk-ins. Many restaurants
close between lunch and dinner.

Budget: Street food/casual: $5-15, mid-range: $20-40 per person, upscale: $60-150+, fine dining: $200+. Add 8.875%
tax + 20% tip.

BYOB: Some restaurants (especially in outer boroughs) allow bringing wine with nominal corkage fees - call ahead.

Food Festivals: Smorgasburg (weekends), Governors Island food events (summer), NYC Food Film Festival, Restaurant
Week (January & July - prix fixe deals at top restaurants).

Tourist Passes
New York PASS

Save 40% on admission to 6 top attractions with 9 consecutive days to use. Includes: Empire State Building (plus return
same-day night visit), American Museum of Natural History, The Met, and choice of 3 from Top of the Rock or
Guggenheim, Statue of Liberty Ferry or Circle Line Cruises, 9/11 Memorial or Intrepid Museum. Best for first-time visitors
hitting major attractions. Skip most ticket lines. Price: Adults $142, Youth (6-17) $118.

www.citypass.com

New York Pass

All-inclusive pass offering admission to 100+ attractions with flexible durations (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, or 10 consecutive
days). Includes most major attractions plus tours, cruises, bike rentals, and experiences. Digital pass on smartphone
eliminates tickets. Best value for intensive sightseeing. Features fast-track entry at select locations. 1-day adult pass
starts ~$150, 10-day ~$394. Price decreases per day with longer durations.
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New York Sightseeing Pass (Flex & Day)

Two options: Flex Pass (choose 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, or 12 attractions, valid 60 days) or Day Pass (unlimited attractions for
1-10 consecutive days). Includes 100+ attractions and tours. Flex offers more flexibility for leisure-paced trips; Day Pass
better for aggressive sightseeing. Best for customized itineraries. Mobile pass, skip-the-line access at select venues. Flex
3-attraction pass starts ~$89.
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Downtown Culture Pass

Specialized pass for downtown NYC cultural institutions. One-time admission to 3 attractions: 9/11 Memorial &
Museum, Museum of Jewish Heritage, or South Street Seaport Museum, plus choice from Statue of Liberty Ferry or various
downtown walking tours. Valid 3 consecutive days. Ideal for those focusing on Lower Manhattan history. Adults $69,
provides significant savings versus individual tickets.

downtownculturepass.com

New York C3 Pass

Visit 3 top attractions from a curated list at one discounted price. Includes favorites like Empire State Building, Top of
the Rock, Intrepid Museum, Circle Line Cruises, MoMA, and more. Valid 30 consecutive days from first use. Perfect for
short visits or combining with individual tickets. More economical than buying separately. Digital pass on phone. Adults
start at $99, youth discounted.

www.nyctourism.com

MTA Unlimited Ride MetroCard

Not a tourist pass per se, but essential for transportation. Unlimited 7-day MetroCard ($34) offers unlimited subway
and bus rides for one week - pays for itself after 12+ rides. Also available: unlimited 1-day Fun Pass ($8.80) for lighter
travel days. Absolutely recommended for any NYC visit. Purchase at any subway station vending machine (accept credit
cards). Alternative: OMNY contactless payment system offers weekly fare cap.
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